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You hare asked of me, my dear friend, that I 
should assist the Family Library, with the history 
of a dark chapter in human nature, which the ia- 
creafing civilisatioa of all well-in stmcted coun- 
tries has now almost blotted out, though the sub- 
ject attracted no ordinary degree of considera- 
tion in tlie older times of their history. 

Among much reading of my early days, it is 
DO doubt true that 1 travelled a good deal in the 
twilight regions of superstitions disqnisitioiw. 
Many hours have I lost, — " I would their debt 
Were leas t" — in examining old, as well as more 
recent narratives of tliis character, and eren in 
looking into some of the criminal trials so fre- 

Sient in early days, npon a anbject which onr 
thers considered as matter of the last import- 
ance. And, of late years, the very curious ex- 
tracts published by Mr Pitcaim, Irom the Crimi- 
nal Records of Scotland, are, besides their histo- 
rical value, of a nature h maeh calculated to 
iilnstrate the ocdulity of oar « 
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snbJActa, tkat, by pausing- them, I hare been in- 
4noed more recently to recall wbat I bad read and 
tlwvg^ht upon tbe subject at « former period. 

Ai, liowerer, my iafarmation is only mi«cel- 
laHeous, and 1 mak« no pretensions, eitber ta 
combat tbe syitema of tliose by wbom 1 am anti- 
cipated ia coBBideration of the subject, or to erect 
•By new one of my own, my purpose is, after a 
general account of Demonolo^y and Witchcrafi, 
to confine myself to narratives of remarkable 
caow, and to tJte observatioiu which naturally and 
easily arise out of them ; — in tbe confidence that 
wch a plan is, at the present time of day, morft 
likdy to Boit the pages of a popular miKeUany^ 
than aa attempt to reduce the contents of many 
huudred tomes, from tbe largest to the smallest 
sizO) into an abridgement, which, howeyer com.- 
pressed, miut remain greatly too large for the 
reader's powers of patienoe. 

A fow general remarks on tbe natare <^ De- 
mMiology, and the original cause of the almost 
nni^Hval belief in communioation betwixt mortals 
and beingB of a power superior to tbemselrea, and 
of a nature not to be comprehended hy human or- 
gans, are a necessary introduction to the subjecfc 

The general, or, it may be termed, the univer- 
se beliefof the inhabitants of tbe earth, in the 
•KisteiKe of spirits separated from the encuoi* 
kance and incapaiities of the body. Is grooaded 
on tbe consciousness of the divinity that speaks in 
ow beaoms, and demonstrates to all men, except 
the few who are hardened to the celestial voioe, 
that there is within us a portion of the divine sub- 
itBWMt, which ia not aspect t« the law of deaiJb 
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aad dissolution, bnt which, when the body is no 
longer fit for its Abode, shall seek its own place, 
as a sentinel dismissed from his post. Unaided by 
rerelation, it cannot be hoped that mere earthly 
shontd be able to form any rational or pre- 
njecture concerning' the destination of die 
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soul when parted from the body ; but the o 
tion that such an iodeatructifale essence exists, the 
belief expressed by the poet in a different sense, 
Non omnia mortar, tnost infer the existence of 
many millions of spirits, who have not been anni- 
hilated, tboagh tbey have become inTisible to 
naortnls who still see, hear, and perceive, only by 
means of the imperfect organs of humanity. Pro- 
bability may lead some of the most reflecting to 
anticipate a state of fotnre rewards and pnmsh- 
nients ; as those experienced in the education of 
the deaf and dumb, find that their pupils, eren 
while cut off from all instruction by ordinary 
means, bave been able to form, out of their owa 
unassisted conjectures, some ideas of the exist- 
ence of a Deity, and of the distinction between the 
soul and body — a circumstance which proves bow 
naturally these trnths arise in the bnman mind. 
The principle that they do so arise, being taught 
or communicated, leads to further conclusions. 
' These spirits, in a state of separate existMice^ 
being admitted to exist, are not, it may be sup- 
posed, indifi^erent to the afiinirs of mortality, per- 
haps not incapable of influencing them. It is true, 
that, in u more advanced state of society, tba 
philosopher may challenge the possibility of a se^ 
parato appearance of a disembodied spirit, onlesa 
in the case of a direct .mirHcle, to wbit^, being ■ 
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sngpension of the lawB of natore, directly wroo^t 
bjr the Maker of these laws, for some express pur- 
pose, no bound or restraint can poseibly oe osai^- 
ed. But under this necessary limitation raid .ex* 
c«ption, philosophers mi^ht plausibly argue, tfaati 
when the soul is diTOrced from the body, it lo»e« 
all those qnalittes which mnde it, when clothefl 
with a mortal shape, obvioaB to the organa of its 
fellow men. The abstract idea of a spirit certain- 
Ir implies, that it has neither substance, fonut 
skape, voice, or any thing which can render its 
presence visible or sensible to human iaculties. 
But these sceptic doubts of philosophers on the 
possibility of the appearance of such separated 
ntirits, do not arise till a certain degree of in- 
nrmatioo has dawned upon a country, and even 
then only reach a very sroall proportion of re- 
flecting and better informed members of society. 
To the multJtnde, the indubitable fact, tbat so 
many millions of spirits exist around and even 
amongst us, seems sufficient to support the belief 
that they are, in certain instances at least, b^ some 
means or other, able to communicate with the 
world of humanity. The more numerous part of 
mankind cannot form in their mind the idea of 
the spirit of the deceased existing, without pos- 
sessing or having the power to assume the appear- 
ance which their acquaintance bore dnrins his life) 
and do not push their researches beyond this point. 
' Enthusiastic feelings of an impressive and so- 
lemn nature, occur both in private and public life, 
which seem to add ocular testimony to an inter- 
course betwist earth and the world beyond it. 
For example, the son who bas been lately d^»ri- 



sagacious Rdvice — or a bereaved husband earoeet- 
iy de«ire9 again to behold the form of which the 
grave has deprived him for ever — or, to use m dark- 
er, yet very common instance, the wretched man 
^o has dipped his hand in his feliow-crealnre's 
blood, ia haunted by the apprehenaton that the 
phantom of the slain stands by the bedside of his 
murderer. In all, or any of these cases, who ^ntl 
donbtthattmaginationjfovouredbyciroinnBtances, 
hae power to sommon up to the organ of siglitj 
spectres which only exist in ihe mind of those by 
whom their apparition seems to be witnessed P 
- If we add, that such a vision may take place in 
the coarse of one of those lively dreams, in which 
the patient, except in respect to the single lab- 
jeet of one strong impression, is, orseems, sensible 
of the real particalars of the scene aroand him, 
a state of slumber which often occurs — If he is 
to far consdons, for example, as to know that he 
is lying on his own bed, and surrounded by hisown 
familiar furniture, at the time when the supposed 
apparition is manifested, it becomes almost in vain 
to argne with the visionary against the reality of 
his dream, since the smctn, though itself purv- 
}y fanoifni, is inserted amidst so many drcum- 
stances which he feels must be true beyond the 
reach of doubt or qnestion. That which is un- 
deniably certain, becomes in a manner a warrant 
fer the reality of the appearance to which doubt 
would have been otherwise attached. And if any 
event, such as the death of the person dreamt of, 
diBiieea to take place, so as to correspond with tlie 
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tutora nid tke time of the appaiitiiHi, iite eoinc!- 
itatce, tkcmgh one which mast be freqaeat, since 
ear dreams umally refer to the aecMnplishmeot 
«f that wbieh Itannts onr mindB wben ankei and 
i^Mi presage the moat probaUe eTeata,MeMa per- 
Hect, and die ohain of drromtttuiceB toacliiBg the 
•ndeace rnxf not BareMonaUy be cowudered aa 
Mmplete. Such a concatenation, we repeat, nmat 
frsqveotlj- Uke place, when it is cimsidered of 
what stuff dreams are made — how naturally they 
tomiqion tlMsefrha occupy our mind while awake, 
and, nen a soldier is exposed to deatk in battle, 
l^CB a sailor is inoorring' the dangers of the sea, 
when a beloved wife or relatire is attacked by dia- 
ease, bow readily our sleeping imaginatitm rushes 
to the rery point of alarm, which when waking 
it bad ^laddered to aaticipate. The nmnber oi 
laataBceB in whiefa uicb lirely dreams have be^i 
qnoted, and both awerted and received as spiritual 
conuDuicattOBB, is rery ^eat at all periods; ia 
Ignorant tiaMs, where the eataral cause of dream- 
iM it nuaappr^iendcd, and confused with an idea 
M nyiticisin, it is mnch greater. Yet pcriu^fs, 
teamimiag the many tbonunds of dreamsi which 
anst, nigbt after night, paes through the imagi- 
nalicHi «f indiridnala, the number of GoinudeaceB 
between the Tision and real erent, are &wer and 
leu renaricaUe thai a fair calculation of chances 
mold warrant us to expect But in countries 
where aoch presaging dreams are subjeets of at- 
tcBtion, die namber of those which seemed to be 
coupled with the correspoadit^ isane, ia large 
^Boaf^ to ^read a very general belief of a positire 
ftnm antral inn betwixt the living and the dead, , 



Somnuabalism and other noctarnal deception* 
freqaeDtly lend their aid to the formation of snch 
phaiUatmata as are formed ia this middle state, be- 
twixt sleeping and waking. A moat respectabl« 
person, whose active life bad been spent as muter 
and part owner of a large merchant reesel in ^ 
Lisbnn trado, gave the writer an account irf snch 
an instance which came under his obserrotion. He 
was lying in the Tngns, when he was pnt to great 
anxiety and alarm, by the following incident and 
its consequences. One of his crew was mardered 
by a Portuguese auasain, and a report arose that 
the ghost of the slain man haunted the vesieL 
Sailors are generally superstitions, and those of 
my friend's vessel became unwilling to remain on 
board the ship j and it was probable they might 
desert rather than return ta Englaad with the 
ghost for a passenger. To prevent so great a 
calamity, the Captain determined to examine the 
•tory to the bottom. He soon found, that though 
all pretended to hare seen lights, and heard noi- 
ses and BO forth, the weight of the eridence lay 
upon the statement of one of his own mates, an 
Irishman uid a Catholic, which mi||^t increaae 
his tendency to superstition, but in other retpeota 
a Toiacions, honest, and sensible person, whom 
Captain ——■■ had no reason, to suspect would 
wiliiilly deoeire htm. He affirmed to Captain 
S^— , with the deepest obtestations, that the Bpec- 
trti of the murdered man appeared to him almost 
nightly, took him from his place in the reisel, and^ 
according to his own expression, worried his life 
out. He made these communications with a de> 
gree of horror, which intimated the reality of his 
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dntMM and aiqiralieiuionB. Hie CaptuD, with- 
out any amtment at die time, privately reiolred 
to watcli the motions of the ghost-aeer in the 
night ; whether alone, or with a witness, I have 
jbii^tten. As the ship hell straok twdve, the 
sleeper started up, with a ghastly and disturbed 
countenance, and lighting a candle, proceeded to 
^e galley or cook-room of the vessel. . He sate 
down with his eyes open, staring before him as on 
aome terrible object which he beheld with horror, 
yet. from which he coald not withhold his eyes. 
After a short space be arose, took ap a tin can or 
decanter, filled it with water, Tantteringr to him- 
self all the while— ^nixed ult in the water, and 
sprinkled it about the galley. Finally) he sighed 
oe^y, like one relieved from a heavy burden, 
and, returning to his hammock, slept soundly. In 
the next morning, the hannted mui told the usual 
precise story of bis apparitimi, with the additimul 
ctrcumstances, that the ghost had led him to the 

Cy, but that he bad fortunately, he knew not 
. obtained possession of some holy wat^, and 
succeeded in getting rid of his unwelcome visitor. 
The viuonary was then informed of the real tnuu- 
actions of the night, with so many particulara as 
to satisfy him he had been the dupe of his imagi- 
nation ; he Bcqniesced in his commander^s reason- 
ing, and the dream, as often h^>pens in these cases, 
returned no more after its imposture had been d^ 
teeted. In this case, we find the excited imaguia- 
tion acting upon the half-w^ing senses, which 
were intelligent enough for the purpose of making 
him sensible where he was, but not snfficiwtly so 
to judge truly of the objects before him. 
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Bat it is «et only privKte life aIon«, or that ta- 
nor of thonglit trhieh baa been damned into me- 
lancholy by gloomy anticiprntiona reverting the 
fatore, vhiicli disposea the mind to mid-day £ui- 
taeiea, or to nightly ^paritiona — ft atata of esrar 
Mixiety, or «iiuteo excrtian, ia equally brOHr^ie 
Co the indnlgoiee ol saA mpematual commu- 
nintions. The anticipatiini of ■ dnbiona battlq, 
with nil the doubt and Bncertainty of ita eren^ 
and the eonnetion that it most ioTolre bta oira 
iatejondthat of bis eooBtiy,'wMpawerfi^ enough 
to conjore np to the aiccions eye of F ' 
qMCtre of hia mnrdwed friend Ctesar, i 
whose doath be pethi^B thought himself lew j ui 
tified than at the Ides of March, aince, inateai 
of baviiw ochioTed the freedom sf Rome, the 
eTent haamilT b«en the renewal of civil mus, and 
the israe migbt aftpenr most likely to asndade ia 
the total Bu^ection (rf lUterty. It is not mracn- 
lons, that the mascnline spirit (tf Marcas Bmtus, 
Borrounded by daricnest and scditude, distracted 
jnobably by recoUectiiHi of the idndness and &- 
TOUT of the greet iadividnal whom be had pat ta 
-death to avenge the wrongs of his conntry, Uia^h 
by the slaughter ofhis own friend, should at length 
place before his eyes in person the appearance 
whieb termed itself Ikis evil Genius, andpr^nised 
again to meet him at Fbilij^i. Brutus own in- 
tentitni, and bis knowledge of the military art, 
hod probably long since assured him that tae de- 
cision of the civil war must take place at or near 
that place ; and, allowing that his own imagina- 
tion EDpplied that part of his dialogne widi the 
spectre, there ia nothing ebe wbicli might sot be 
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ftdioned in a Ttrid dream or a mikiiig rereri^ 
approaching;, in tdworbiiig' and trngrotfoiif t^arao- 
ter, the mnal matter of which dreams consist. 
That Brutns, well acqnainted with the opinioas 
of the Platonisti, should be disposed to receiva 
witkont doabt die idea that he had seen a real 
apparition, and waa not likely to Bcratmin verf 
minutely the sirppcMed vision, may be natnrally 
conceired ; aad it ii also natural to think, that al> 
though no one saw the firare bat himself, Us eon- 
tnnjpofwies vera little disposed to examiae tiie 
testmiony of a man so eminent, by the strict roles 
of cnMs-examination and eoniicttng evidence) 
■widA they might have tfaon^t applicable to aa - 
other persoa, and a less dirnified oecaaioB. 

£ren in the field of death, and amid tJie mortal 
tag of combat itsftlf, strong bdief has wroogbt Ae 
same wander, which we have hitherto mentioned 
as occurring in solitnde and amid darkness ; and 
those Trho were themselres on the vei^ of the 
world of ^irits, or em^oyed in dispatching others 
to these gloomy regions, conceived they beheld 
the ^paritioos of those beings whom ^eir na- 
tional mythology associated widi snch scenes. In 
snch moments of undecided battle, amid the vio- 
lence, hurry, and confosion of ideas incident to 
the iitnation, the ancients supposed that they saw 
their ddtiee, Castor and Pollux, fighting in the 
van for their encouragement; the heathen Scan* 
dinavian hebdd the Choosers of the slain ; and the 
Catholics were no less easily led to recognise the 
watlike Saint Geoi^e or Saint James in the very- 
front of th;e strife, showing them the way to con- 
qoesL 8nd| apparitiwn being generally viuUe 
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to a mnUUnde, b&ve in all timei been supported 
by the greatest strengtlt of testimony. When 
the coiiiinon feeling of danger, and the animating 
bnnt of enthnHJaani, act on the feelings of many 
men at once, thtat minds hold a natural corres- 
pondence with each other, as it is said is the case 
witb stringed instruments tuned to the samepitch,- 
of which, when one is played, the chords of the 
others are Supposed to vibrate in unison with the 
tones produced. If an artful or enthusiastic in- 
dividual excliums, in the heat of action, that he 
peroetves an apparidon of the romantic kind 
which has been intimated, his companions catch 
at the idea with emnlation, and most are willin|f 
to sacrifice the conviction of their own senses^ 
rather than allow that they did not wibiess the 
same favourable emblem, from which all drair 
confidence and hope. One warrior catches the. ides 
from another; all are alike eager to acknoffledge 
the present miracle, and the battle is won before 
the mistake is discovered. In such cases, the 
number of persons present, which would others 
wise lead to detection of the fallacy, becomes the 
means of strengthening iL 
. Of this disposition, to see as mnch of the tnptr- 
natural as is seen hv others around, or, in othec 
words, to trust to tne eyes of others rather than 
to our own, we may take the liberty to qiiote two 
remarkable instances. 

The first is from the Huloria Verdadera of Don 
Bernal Dias del Castillo, one of the companions 
of the celebrated Cortez, in his Mexican conquest. 
A{ler having given an account of a great victory 
over extreme odds, he mentions t^ report in- 
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Mrted in tfae contemporary Chronicle of Goman, 
that Saint lago had appeared on a white hone in 
Tan of the combat, and led on his belored Spaniards 
to victory. It is very curious to obserre the Cas- 
tilian cavalier's internal conviction, that the ru. 
monr arose ont of a mistake, the caase of which 
he explains &om his own observation ; whilst, at 
the same time, he doet not venture tn disown the 
miracle. The honest Conqnestador owns, that he 
himself did not see this animating vision ; nay; 
that he beheld an individual cavalier, named Frao- 
cisoo de Morla, mounted on a chestnut horse, and 
figliting strenuously in the very place where Saint 
James is said to have appeared. But instead of 
proceeding to draw the necessary inference, the 
devout Cunquestador eiclaims, — " Sinner that i 
am, what am I that I should hare beheld the bless- 
ed apostle I" 

The other instance of the infectious character 
of superstition occurs in a Scottish book, and there 
can be little doubt that it refers, in its first origin, 
to some uncommon appearance of the aurora bo- 
realis, or the northern lights, which do.not appear 
to have been seen in Scotland so frequently as to 
be accounted a common and fnmiliar atmospherical 
phenomenon, until the beginning of the eighteenth 
century. The passage is striking and carious, for 
the narrator, Peter Walker, though an enthusias^ 
was a man of credit, and does not even affect to have 
sem the wonders, the reality of which he unscrn- 
pnlously adopts on the testimony of others, to 
whose eyes'he trusted rather than to his own: The 
conversion of the sceptical gentleman of whom he 
speaks, is highly illustrative of popular credulity. 



14 LETTERS OK 

cairied Kwa; iato enthtinaam, €» iato impostar^ 

by Uie evidence of those aroundiandat once Bbom 
the imperfection of such » general testimony, and 
tbe earn with which it is prucured, since tke gMie- 
ral excitement of the moment impels even the 
more cold-Uooded and judicious persons present 
to catch np tbe ideas, and echo tbe e^tctamations, 
of the majority, who, from tbe first, bad consi- 
dered the heavenly phenomenon as a supernataral 
weapoB-Bcbaw, held for tbe purpose of a sign and 
warning of civil wars to come. 

" In tbe year 1 686, in the months of Jane and 
July," says the honest cbronider, " many yot 
alive can witness, that about tbe Crossford Boa^ 
two miles beneath Lanark, especially at tbe Mains, 
on the water of Clyde, many people gathered to* 
gother for several afternoons, where there were 
showers of bonnets, hats, guns, and swords, which 
covered tbe trees and the ground ; compaDies of 
men in arms marching in order npon the water 
side; companies meeting companies, going idl 
through other, and then all Mling to the groand 
and dissppsaring ; other companies immeiaiately 
appeared, marchiDg the same way> I went there 
three afternoons together, and as I obserred there 
were two-thirds of tbe people that were ttwetbw 
saw, and a third that saw not, and though leouid 
<M itolio*^, there was such a fright and trembling 
•n those that did see, that was disceniible to aQ 
lironi those that saw not. There vras a gentlemaa 
standing next to me, who spoke am too many gen- 
tlemen and others speak, who said, ' A pa^ of 
dasuied witches and warlocks that have the seeoad 
nght I tbe devil ha't do I see ;' and immediately 
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thereiraaadittenitUedMa^iB his «OBD(emmee. 
WUh ■■ miic]i fear and tremUing aa aay voman 
I sBiW there, ha called oiit, ' All yvu that do not 
see) lay Bodiiag; for 1 pwmade yon it h mattw 
of &Kt, aad discH'DibJe to idl that ia not ■toae- 
Uiad.' And Utose who did see told wh&t works 
{>. e. locks) the gniiB bad, aad their length and 
wideness, and what bwidles the eworda bad, wlie- 
ther KinaU or tkree-barr'd, or Highland guards, 
uid the cloeing koota of the bminets, b^k or 
Uae ; and tboie who did see them there, wbenerer 
A«T west ahroad, saw a bonnet and a aword drop 
n the way."* . i 

Tbit singttW phenomenon, in which a moItitadB 
belieTed, altbough only two-thirda of them mw 
what mast, if real, bare been equally obrious to. 
all, may beCMapared with the exploit of a hnmoor- 
itt, who planted hunielf to an altitude of aBhmtihv 
ncMt, with his eyee riveted on the well-known, 
bronze litm that graces the front of Northainber- 
knd-hoase in the Strand, and baring attracted the 
attentioa of these who looked at him by nntler- 
ieg, " By Heaven, it waga I — it wags again !" 
oontrived in a few minntea to hloAade the whol» 
Mreet with an immenae crowd, some oonceiring 
that they had abaolntely seen the lion of Percy 
w»g hie tail, others expecting to witaeas the same 
phoKimeaeD. 

On Hich ooeaiione as wa have hitherto mention- 

* Writer'a lint, Edlnburick, 1S0T, -ml I. p. xtxri. It !■ 
oridoi* tbM boueu Fcier believed iD die ■ppBiitino of tUl 
moninl grST, oa tbe prlociple of Parlrii^e's uiror for the 
^oat of Hamlet— not tbat he ivnarrald himMlT, but becatua 
liMilck ihowsd wwh cridmlaMtka sf unw. 
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oA, «« have supposed that the ghost-seer h^ been' 
in fall possession of his ordinary powers uf per- 
ception, unless in the case of dreamers, in whom 
thoy may have been obscured by temporary slum- 
ber, and the possibility of correcting vasaries of 
the imagination rendered more difficult by want 
of the ordinary appeal to the evidence of the bo- 
dily senses. In otber respects, their blond beat 
temperately, tbey possessed the ordinary capacity 
of ascertaining the tmth, or discaming the false* 
hood, of external appearances, by an appeal to the 
organ of sight. Unfortunately, however/as is noir 
universally known and admitted, there certainly 
exists more than one disorder known to profes- 
sional men, of wbich one important symptom is a 
disposition to see apparitions. 

This frightful disorder is not properly insanity, 
although it is somewhat allied to that most horri- 
ble of maladies, and may, in many constitutions, 
be the means of bringing it on, and although such 
hallucinations are proper to both. Thedifferenco 
I conceive to be, that, in cases of insanity, tho 
mind of the patient is principally affected, while 
the senses, or organic system, ofrar in vain to the 
lunatic their decided testimony against the fantasy 
of a deranged imagination. Perhaps the natiire 
of this collision — between a disturbed imagination 
and oi^ans of sense possessed of their usual accu- 
racy — cannot be better described than in the em- 
barrassment expressed by an insane patient con- 
fined in the Infirmaryof Ediaburgh. The pOor 
man's malady had taken a gay turn. The house, 
in bis idea, was his own, and he contrived to ac- 
count for all that seemed inconsistent with his 
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imagiDary right of property ;— there were many 
patienti in it, hut that was owing to the benero- 
Leoce of his natare, which made him love to see 
the relief of distreBS. He went little, or n^er 
uerer abroad — but then Lis habits were of s d»- 
nestic and rather sedentary character. Ho did 
not see moch company — hut he daily received tI- 
sita from the first characters in the renowned me- 
dical school of this city, and be could not there- 
fore be mnch in want of society. With so many 
■opposed comforts around him — with so many 
visions of wealtb and splendour, ooo thing alone 
disturbed the peace of the poor optimist, and would 
indeed hare confounded most bons vivant, — " He 

' was cnrions," he said, '' in his table, choice in his 
selection of cooks, hadereryday a dinner of three 
regular courses and a dessert ; and yet, somehow 
or other, every thing he eat lasted of patridgeT 
This dilemma could be no great wonder to the 
friend to whom the poor patient communicated it, 
who knew the lunatic eat nothing but this simple 
aliment at any of his meals. The case was Dbfious ; 
tbe disease lay in the extreme vivacity of the pa- 
tient's imagination, deluded in other instances, yet 

' Dot absolutely powerful enough to contend with 

- the honest evidence of his stomaclt and palate, 

- which, like Lord Peter's brethren in the Tale of 
s Tub, were indignant at the attempt to impose 
boiled oatmeal upon them, instead of snch aban- 

- qnet as Ude would bavedisplayed when peers were 
to parttUce of it. Here, therefore, is one instance 

' of actoal insanity, in which the sense of taste con- 
trolled and attempted to restrain the ideal hypo- 
thesis adopted by a deranged imagination. But 
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tbe disorder to whidi I prerioDily alladed !<<«■- 
tirely of a bodily character, and GODaists prinoipd- 
ly in a disease of the Tienal organs, vliich pre- 
sent to the patient a eet of speotres or appearaneeB, 
wbich hare no actaal existence. It is a d i a wo 
of the same nature, iFhich renders many men i*- 
capable of distingnisbing colonrs ; only the pa- 
tients go a step further, and pervert the extenwl 
form of objects. In their ca«e, therefore, wntrary 
to that of the meniBc, it is not the mind, or rather 
the imagination, which imposes upon, and over- 
powers, the eridence of the senaet, but the aenie 
of seeing (or hearing) which betrays its dnty, and 
conveys islse ideas to a sane intellect 

More than one learned physician, who hare 
given their attestations to the existence of this 
moat distressing complaint, have agreed that it 
Botually occurs, and is occasioned by different 
causes. The most frequent source of the malady 
is'in the dissipated and intemperate habits oftho«e 
who, by a continued series of intoxication, be- 
come subject to what is popolarly called the 
Blue Devils, instances of wniuh mental disorder 
may he known to most who have lived for any 
period of their lives in society where bard drink- 
mg was a common vice. The joyous vieions'sug- 
gested by intoxication when the habit is first ac- 
quired, in time disappear, and are anpplied by 
Rightful impressions and scenes, which destroytbe 
tranquillity of the unhappy debauchee. Appaii- 
tions of the most unpleasant appearance are ^his 
companions in solitude, and intrude oven npon 
]]is hours of society ; and when by an alteratian 
■of habits, the mind k deared of tbase :&ightAil 
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iima, it raqnim but the eligbteat re»Mral of tka 
HMwiBtiom to bring bade the full tide of misery 
iipon the Tepeotant libertine. 

Of ih» toe following inrtwooe wm told to die 
utlhor by a gentioMan conneetod with die mffor- 
er. A yoang mui-of forbm^ who had led what 
,ii eaUed ao gay a life as aon^derably to injure 
both hia hauth and furtime, waa atlength obUgad 
to eoBanlt the phyaHBan upon the meaat of re- 
Btorii^ at lent the. former. One of hia-prinoipal 
aamplaints 'waa die irequent preaenee of a aet of 
spparilioii*, veiembling a band of figurea dreaood 
in gr«an, who pwformed in hia drawingroem a 
aingnlnr danoe, to which he waa compelled to bear 
witneaa, th«Bgh he knew, to hia great umoyanooi 
that'dw whtde aofju die baliet exiated only in his 
-own imagination. His physiciau immediately ia- 
formad htm that he had lived upon town too long 
«Bd -too flwt not'to require an excbange to a move 
healthy and natnial conrae <tf life, fietherefwe 
yc o eerib n d a gentle oomae of medidne, but ear- 
■a^yxeaonmsendedto bis patient to retire to hia 
own houae in theceiintry,obBerre a tempera tediflt 
and early honra, practiaing regular e]ceruiae,oa the 
aame pEinoi[^. avoiding ratigae, and auared him 
Aat by doing aa hemigbt bid adien to black spiriti 
waA white, bine, green, and grey, with all thoir 
tnimpery. The padent obierred the adrioe, attd 
piaapeied. Hia pbyaidan, after the internal of 
» jnonth, iveeirMl a ^nUeAil letter from him, 
acknowledging the eaccesa of bis regimen. The 
green gablme bad diaappeared, and with them 
the aiipliiiiaaiit bnn of emodsna to which th«r 
viaiti lmd§iTan»iM,.aad the padent had Mrdar- 
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ed his town-home to b« diifumiahed nnd aMi 
while the faniitnre wrb to be flent down to his 
residence in the coontry, where he wm deter- 
mined in fntnre to spend his life, without exposing 

- himself to the temptations of town. One would 
hare supposed this a well-devised scheme for 
health. But, alni I no sooner bad the fnrnitare 
of the London drawinj^om been placed in order 
in the ^lery of the old manor-house, than th« 
former delusion returned in full force I the green 

JiffuranUs, whom the p^ient's depraved imagina- 
tion had so long associated with these morimes, 
came capering and frisking to accompaDf tbaii> 

' exclaiming with great glee, as if tiie anfierw 
-should have been rejoiced to see them, " Here we 
-all are — here we all are !" The visionary, if I 
recollect right, was so much shocked at their i^ 
pearance, that be retired abroad, in despair tMt 
any part of Britain could shelter him from the 
daily persecution of this domestic ballet. 

There is reason to believe that such cases are 
numerous, and that they may perhaps arise not 
only from the debility of stomach brought onbjr 

- excess in wine or spirits, which derangement often 
sensibly affects the eyes and sense of sight, but 
also because the mind becomes habitually pre- 
dominated over by a train of fantastic visioni, 
the consequence of frequent intoxication; and is 
thus, like a dislocated joint, apt again to go wrong, 
even when a different cause occasions the derang«- 

It is easy to be supposed that habitual excite- 
ment by means of any other intoxicating drag, as 

- «pinm, or its Tarious substitutes, must . expoae 
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tlioH iriu> praetiw the dangerotu cmtom to the 
Bwne inconrenkiue. Very frequent um of tlie 
nhroiu «xide which >£Fects the seowe »o itrongly, 
and prodncM » short but ■ingular itate of eceteiy, 
would fMXtlttblT be found to occuioa this Bpeeiea 
of. diforder. Bnt there are many other cftoaee 
which medical men find attended with the Mine 
•^mqitom, of embodying before the eyei of a p«- 
tiuit imaginnry illuaioni which are riaiUe to no. 
one else. This perHcntion of spectral deceptions 
Ifl alio found to exist when no excesses of the pd-. 
tirat can be all^^ed as die cause, owing, doubt- ■ 
imam, to a deranged state of the blood, or nerrou* 
■yitem. 

The learned and acute Dr Ferriar of Mancbe»- 
ter. was the first who brought before the English 
public the leading case, as it may be called, in 
tins d^tartment, namely, that of Mons. Nicolai, 
the celebrated bookseller of Berlin. This gen- 
tleman was not a man merely of bookst hat of 
letters, and bad. the moral courage to lay before. 
the Philosophical Society of Berlin an aocount 
<rf bis own sufierings, from having been, by dis- 
eaae, subjected to a series of spectral iUusiom. 
The leading lurcnmstances of Uiis case may be 
stated very shortly, as it ha* been repeatedly be- 
fore the public, and is insisted on by Dr Ferriar, 
Dr Hibbert, and others who have assumed De- ' 
Boonology as a subject Nicolai traces his illness 
remotely to a series of disagreeable incidents which 
had happened to him in the beginning of the year 
1791. The depression of spirits which was oc- 
casioned by these unpleasant occurrences, was 
aided by the consequences of neglecting a course 



of pcmodicri l)lo«)ding> i«4iioh h« had beev aomv- 
tumed to obmT«. Thi» state at health broi^ltt 
OB die dispoMtion to Mapkantatm»^i,who vintad, 
or it may be more properiy said frequented, tiut-. 
i^artmento of the leamed. boolueller,. preeentiiiif 
orawdB of persons who mored and atied before' 
hhu, nay, eTenflpokatoaDdaddrewedhim. Thaw- 
pfaantons afibrded nothing nnplearant to the im»- 
gination of the vhionary either in u^tt oreKpTH-- 
aian, and the patient was poHeaaed of too maoh 
firmnoRS to be otherwise ^iwsted by their' pwe^- 
e«noe than with a species of cnriority, as heso-- 
laained conTineed, frem thebeginniegta the md 
of the disorder, that these singular eflegts wera- 
merely symptomg of the state of his health, and 
did not in any other iwspect regard themaaasuh^ 
jeet of apprehension. After a certain time, and' 
some nae of medicine, the phantoms became less 
distinct in their ontline, less virid in. their u^ikV' 
ing, faded, a» it wsre, on the eye of the patinUi. 
and at length totally diw^ipeared. 

The case of Nicolai has nnqnestion^ly bew- 
thst of many whose lore of science has not baai.' 
able to overcome theirnatar^ rrinetance tecoin>» 
manicate to the public the pBrtiualars atteadinff 
t^o Ti^tHtion of a disease so peenliar. That su(£ 
illnesse» hare been experienced, and have ended 
fatally, there can be no donbt; tho^h it isby no 
means to he inferred, that the gymptom. of im- 
portance to OUT present disoussion has, on. all eio- 
cBsions, been prodnoed' fiom the same idtoitioal 

De HJbbert, who has most ii^enionsly, asmHIi 
as philosophloally, hiuidled diis snl^ectt has teooW- 
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ed it also in a medical point of riaw, with scienoa 
t« whiefa we make no pretenae, and a preoiaioa 
of detail to which our superficial itiTest%ation a£> 
fords na no room for extending ourselves. 

Theviiitationof spectral pheDumena is described, 
by this learned gentlemtHi as incidental to suadry 
csB^tlaints : and he mentions, in particular, th^ . 
thaaymptom oconra not oalj in plethora, as in the 
caae of the learned Prussian we hare j ust meation- 
edt but is a frequent hectic symptom — often an 
asaooiate of febrile and inflammatory disorders — 
ffoqneBtlyaocompanyiag inflammation of tjiebnua 
-*« ooncomitant also of highly excited nervotu 
iinl«bility — equally connectea with hypocboo- 
dria— and finally, luited in some cases with gOll^■ 
and in others with the effects of excitation pro<- 
duoed by several gases. In aU these cases there 
seems to be a morbid degree of sensibility, with 
whick this symptom is ready to ally its^, and 
^ieh, though inaocnrata as a medical definitian, 
may I>e held snfficiently descriptive of one ch^> 
raeier of the rarioua kinds of dimrder with wluch- 
t&ia painful symptom may be found allied. 

A very singular and interesting illustration of 
anch combinations as De Uibbert has mcorded of 
the spoetral illusion with an actual disorder, and. 
that of a dangerous kind, was frequently related 
in Bocieiy by the late learned and accomplished 
St Qregory of Edinburgh, and sometimes, I bs- 
liere, quoted by him in his lectures. The narra- 
tiTo, to the author's best recollection, was as futi 
lows : — A patient of Dr Gr^^ry, a person, it is- 
iiRderstaod, of some rank, baring requested tha 
Doctor's adrice, made the following extraordinary 
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statement of hU complaint. " I atn in the hKbit," he 
8iiid, " of dining at five, and exactly as'the hour 
of six arrives, I am subjected to the ^^swing' 
punful visitation. The door of the room, eren 
when I have been weak enoa^h to bolt it, which 
I have sometimes done, flies wide open ; an old 
' bag, like one of those who haunted the heath of 
Forrei, enters with a frowning and incensed 
ebuntenance, comes straight up to me with every 
demonstration ofspiteand indignation which could 
^aracterise her who haunted the merchant Abu- . 
dah, in the Oriental tale; she rushes upon me; 
Bays something, bat so hastily, that I cannot dis* 
cover the purport, and then strikes me a severe 
blow with her staff. I fall from my chair in a 
swoon, which is of longer or shorter endurance.- 
To the recurrence of this apparition I am daily 
BRbjected. And such is my new and singular com- 
plaint." The Doctor immediately asked, Whe- 
ther his patient had invited any one to sit with 
him when he expected such a visitation? He 
was answered in the negative. The nature of the 
complaint, he said, was so singalHr, it was so likely 
to be imputed to fancy, or even to ment^ derange- 
ment, that he had shnmk from communicatiae the 
drcamstance to any one. " Then," said the Doc- 
tor, « with your permission, I will dine with you 
to-day, t^te-d-t^e, and we will see if yonr malig- 
nant old woman will venture to join our com- 
Cny." The patient accepted the proposal with . 
pe and gratitude, for be had expected ridicule 
rather than sympathy. They met at dinner, and 
Doctor Gregory, who suspected some nervoua 
disM^er, exerted his powers of eonveraatton, well 
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knawn to b« of the inoit varied «nd brilliant du* 
meter, to keep the attention of hit hoat engaged, 
and prevent him from thinking on the approach 
of the feted honr, to which he wbb accnitomed to 
look forward with lo mnch terror. He ncceed* 
ed in hia poipoie better than he bad hoped. The 
honr of gix came almost nnnotioed, and it WM . 
hoped, might paai awa; withont any evil cons^ 
qnence ; but it was toarce a moment itmck when 
ue owner of the home exclaimed, in an alanaed 
voic^~" The hao' comes again I" and dropped 
back in his chair in a swoon, in the way he had 
himaelf deicribed. The phyBician caoaed him to 
be let blood, and aatitfied himtelf that the perio- 
dical tfaocka of which hia patient complained, aroae 
from atendency to apoplexy. 

The phantom with the crutch was only a gpe- 
ciei of machinery, such ai that with which iancy 
ia found to anpply the diiorder cnlled EpkiaUeM, 
or nightmare, or indeed any other external im- 
preision upon our organs in ileepi which the pa- 
timt's morbid imagination may introduce into 
the dream preceding the swoon. In the night- 
mare an oppreanon and suffocation is felt, and 
oar fancy instantly conjures np a spectre to lie 
on our bosom. In like manner it may be re- 
marked, that any sudden noise which the slum- 
berer bean, withont being actually awakened by 
it — any casual touch of his person occurring in the 
same manner — becomes instantly adopted in hia 
dream, and accommodated to the tenor of the cur- 
rent train of thonglit, whatever that may happen 
to be ; and noth!ii|r is more remarkable than the 
rapidity with which imagination supplies a com- 
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plflte explflnatian of th« intwrnptian, according^ 
to the previouB traja of ideas expressed in the 
dream, evea when scarce a momeiit of time is 
aUowed for that purpose. In dreamiag;, for 
example, of a duel, the exteroal sound become^,, 
in the twinkling, of an eye, the discharge of tbo 
oombatants' pistols ; — is an orator haranguing in 
his sleep, the sound becomes the applause of hia- 
supposed audience; — is the dreamer wandering 
among' supposed ruins, the noise is that of the fall 
of somepartof tbemass. In short, an explanatory 
system is adopted during eleep with auch extreme 
rapidity, that supposing the intruding alarm to- 
have been the first call of some person to awaken, 
the slumberer, the explanation, though requiring 
some processof argument or deduction, is usually 
fnrmea and perfect before the second effort of the 
speaker has restored the dreamer to tiie waking 
world and its realities. So rapid and intoitife is 
the succession of ideas in sleep, as to romind us of 
the vision of the prophet Alahommed, in which he 
■aw the whole wonders of heaven and hell, thought 
the jar of water which fell when his ecstasy com- 
menced, had not spilled its contents when he re- 
tamed to ordinary existence. 

A second, and equally remarkable instance, 
was communicated to the author by the medicikl 
man nnder whose observation it tell, but who 
was, of course, desirous to keep priv^e the name 
of the hero of so singalar a history. Of the fciend 
by whom the facts were attested, I can only say» 
that if I found myself at liberty to nune him, tlie 
rank which he holds in his profesuon, as well as 
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fan attumntnto in sei«iio» and philoiophy, form 
an nndupated claim to the moat implicit credit. 
It WW the fortone of thi> gsntlenuut to ba eall- 
ed in to attend the illnna of a penou now loag de- 
oeawd, who in hia lifetime itood, aa I andantaad, 
hi^ in a particolar department of the law, wfaicli 
often placed the prop«tr of othera at hia diaora- 
tion and oontxol, aiul woow oondnot^ therefore, 
being open to pnbUo obaermtimi, ho had far many 
yeara home the ohanotor ot a man of nonaual 
•teadinoH, good aenae, and integrity. He waa, at 
the time of my finend'a riaiU, conSnod principally 
tflhii sick-room, aometimea to bed, yet occasianally 
attending to bnaineM, and exerting hia mind, ap- 
parently with all its naual adrengt^ and energy, to 
the condnct of important afiain intrusted to bim ; 
nor did there, to a anperfioial obswrer, appear any 
thing in hia conduct, wbile to engaged, that conld 
argneraeiUBtion of intcUect^ ordepreiaionof miad. 
His ontward aymptoma of malady ai^ned no aouta. 
ordamii^dhwaae. Butslowneaaof polae, abawM 
of oppetito, diffioolty of digeition, and oooatant- 



deprewion of apirita, aeemed to draw Aeir origm 
from Bomehidden canae, which the p^ent waa de- 
termined to conceal. Thedeepgloomof tbennfbr^' 
tonate gmitleman — the embarraMment, which he 
cnnld not conceal from hia friendly physidaa — the. 
briefheai and obvioiu oonatraintwith whicbitean^ 
awered the interrogationa of hii medioal adviser^ 
indnced my friend to take otiier m^^oda for pro- 
semtinghiBenqiuriea. Heappliedtothe sufferer's 
fbmily, to learn, if posttble, the aonroe of that ae- 
cret grief which was gnawing the baart and andi^ 
lag tbelife.blood of hu nnbrtunate patient. Tba 



persons applied to, after conrerring tt^etlier pre- 
Tionsly, denied all knowledge of any cause fot 
the burden which obTioasly affected their relative. 
So far as they kneir — and they thought they 
Gonld hardly be deceived — hi« worldly affiurs 
w«re prMperoDi ; no family loss had occurred 
which could be followed with inch perserering . 
dJfitresB; no entanglement! of affection could -m 
supposed to apply to bis a^, and no sensation of 
severe remorse could be conaiHtent with his cha- 
racter. The medical gentleman bad finally re- 
conrse to serions argument with the invalid hin^ 
self, and urged to hmi the folly of devoting him- 
self to a lingering and melancholy death, radior 
than tell the subject of affliction which was thut 
wasting him. He specially pressed upon fahn the ; 
injnry which he was doing to his own character, 
W suffering it to be inferred that the secret caose 
of his dejection and its consequences, was some- 
thing too scandalous or flagitious to be made 
known, bequeathing iu this manner to his iamily 
a suspectea aud dishonoured name, and leaving a 
memory with which might be associated the idoft 
of guilt, which the crimmal had died wiUiout con- 
fessing. The patient, more moved by this species . 
of appeal than by any which had yet been at|^, 
expressed his desire to speak out irankly to Dr. 
■ Every one else was removed, and the 

door of the sick-room made secure, when he be- 
gan his confession in the following manner : — 

" Von cannot, my dear friend, be more coir- 
sinoui than I, tbat I am in the course of dying 
under the oppression of die fatal disease wiiicn 
consumes my vital powers ; but neither can yon 
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onderstand the nature of my complaint, and mao- 
ner ia which it acta upon me, nor, if yoa did, I 
i«Br,conld yonr seal and skillavail to rid me of it." 
— " It is possible," said the physician, " that my 
slull may not eqnal my wish of serriog you ; yet 
medical science has many reaourcei, of which tboae 
nnacqaainted witU ita powers never can form an 
estimate. But ontil you plainly tell me yonr 
' aymptomi of complain^ it is impossible for either 
of OS to say what may or may not be in my power, 
or within diat of medicine." — " I may. answer 
yon," replied the patient, " that my ease is not 
m sinrnlar. one, since we read of it in the famous 
' noTel of he Sage. Yon remember, doubtless, 
' the diseaae of which the Dnke d'Olirarei is there 
stated to hare diedF" — " Of the idea," answered 

- the medical gentleman, " that he was haunted by 
an apparition, to the actual existence of which ha 
gsre no credit, hot died, nevertheless, because he 
was overcome and heart-broken by its ima^nary 
preaence."— " I, my dearest Doctor," said the 
aide man, '■ am in that very case ; and so painful 

' and abhorrent is the presence of the persecuting 
visioDitliatmyreason is totally inadequate to com- 
bat the effecta of my morbid imagiuRtion, and I 
am sensible I am dj^ng, a wasted victim to an ima- 

- ginary disease." The medical gentleman listened 
with anxiety to bis patient's statement, and for 

' the present judiciously avoiding any conti-adiction 
. of tiie sick man's preconceived fancy, contented 
, himself with more minute enquiry into the nature 
of the ^parition with which be conceived himself 
lunnted, and into the histoi-y of the mode by 
which so singular a disease bad made itself mas- 



%er of his imagination, Beenred, as it nemed, by 
strong powen of the nndflratanding, against an 
attack so ipregalar. The tick person npliad by 
stating, tbetita advanoM were gradual, and &t£Mt 
not of a terrible or even disagreeable cbaradar. 
To illustrate this, he gave tbe foUowing aacotmt 
■ot tbe progress of hie disease. 
^ " My TiBions," be -said, " mmmenced two or 
tbree years since, when I found myself from 
time to time embarrassed by tbe presence of .a 
lai^e cat, wbicb came and disappeared I cotdd 
not exactly teQ bow, till tbe truth was finally 
^reed upon me, and I was compelled to reward 
it as no domestic household cat, but as a bubble 
of the elements, which bad no existenae, sare 
in my deranged visnal organs, or depraved iiK»< 
gination. 8till I had not that positive objec- 
tion to the animal entertained by a late galbmt 
Highland Chieftain, who has been seen to chaage 
to all the colours of his own plaid, if a cat by 
nccident happened to bd in the room with bim, 
even though ne did not see it. On the contrary, 
I am rather a friend to cats, and endnred with ao 
much equanimity the presence of my imaginary 
nltendant, that it had become almost indifferent 
to me ; when within tbe course of a few monUu 
it gave place to, or was snoceeded by, a spectre 
of a more important sort, or which at least bad n 
more imposing appearance. This was bo other 
than tbe apparition of a gentleman-usher, dressad 
as if to wait upon a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
a Lord High Commissioner of the Kirk, or any 
other who bears on bis brow the rank and stamp 
'«f del^ated «ov«raigiity. 
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" This personage, Kmyed in a court dresa, 
with ba^ and eword, tambonred wsMtcoat, Mid 
cliHpean-brM, glided beaide me like the ^oat «£ 
Beaa Nash ; and whether in my own home or m 
another, aacended the stairs before me, as if to 
atmoinice me in the drawingroom ; and at eomo 
times appeared to mingle with the company, 
thongh it was snflieientiy evident that they were 
not aware of his presence, and that I alone was 
sensible of the visionary honours which this ima- 
ginary lieing seemed desirous to render me. This 
freak of the fancy did not prodnce ranch impres- 
sion on me, though it led me to entertain doubts 
on the natore of my disorder, and alarm for the 
effect it might produce upon my intellects. Bat 
that modification of -my disease also had its ap< 
pointed duration. After a few months, the phan- 
tom of the geotleman-nsherwas seen no more, but 
was succeeded by one horrible to the sight, and 
distresiingtotbe imagination, beingno other than 
the image of death itself — the apperition of a tie- 
lebm. Alone or in company," said the unforta- 
nate invdid, " the preeenee of this last phantoili 
never quits me. I in rain tell myself a hundred 
times over that it is no reality, bot metely an 
image summoned up by the morbid acnteness of 
my own excited imagination, and deranged organs 
nf sight. Bat'what aviul such reflections, while 
the enlblem at once and presage of mortaility la 
before my eyes, and while I feel myself, though 
infancy only, the eomponion of a phantom repre- 
senting a ghastly inhabitant of the grave, even 
while I yet breathe on the earth ? Science, phi- 
losophy, eren rel^on, has no eure iat vaA a dis- 



32 LETTEBS ON 

order ; and I feel too inrely that I iball die the 
▼ictim to to melanchul y b diseiiae, ftlthongb I hare 
no belief whatever ia the reality of the phantom 
which it places before me." 

The poygician was distreued to perceire, from 
these details, how strongly this visionary ^pari' 
tion wat fixed in the imagination of his patient. 
He ingenionsly urged the sick man, who was then 
inbediwithquestionsconcemingthecirctunstancea 
of the phantom's appearance, trnsting he might 
lead him, as a aensible man, into such contradic- 
tions and inconsistencies aa might bring his com- 
mon sense, which seemed to oe unimpaired, so 
strongly into the field, as might combat anoceas- 
fnllr the fantastic disorder which produced such 

. fatal effects. " This skeleton, then," said the Doc- 
tor, '■ seems to you to be always present to your 
eyes 7" — " It is my fate, nnhapplly," answered the 
invalid, " always to see it." — " Then I understand," 
continned the physician, " it is now present to 

. your imagination 7" — " To my imagination it cer- 
tainly ia so," replied the sick man. — " And in 

' what part of the chamber do ynu now conceive 
the apparition to appear?" the physician enqui- 
red. " Immediately at the foot of my bed ; when 
the curtains are left a little open," answered the 

-invalid, " the skeleton, to my thinking, is placad 
between them, and fills the vacant space." — " You 
say you are sensible of the delusion," said his 
friend ; " have you firmness to convince yourself 
of the truth of this? Can you take courage enough 

' to rise andplace yourself in the spot so seeming to 

. be occupiea,andconvince yourself of theillosion?" 
The poor man sighed, and shook his head nega- 
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lively. " Well," said the Doctor, " we will try 
the experiment otberwiee." AccordinKly, he rose 
from his chair by the bedside, and pTadag him- 
self between the two half-drawn curtains at the 
foot of the bed, indicated as the place occupied by 
the apparition, asked if the spectre was still visi- 
ble P " Not entirely so," replied the patient, " be- 
cause your person is betwixt bim and me ; but I 
observe bis skull peering above your shoulder." 

. Itisalle^edtheman of science started on the in- 
stant, despite philosophy, on receiving an answer 
ascertainiag, with such minuteness, that the ideal 
spectre was.doee to bis own person. He resort-- 
ed to other means of investigation and cure, hot., 
vitb equally indifferent success. The patient sunk 
into deeper and deeper dejection, and died in the- 
same distress of mind in which he bad spent the 
latter months of his life ; and his cose remains a, 
melancholy instance of the power of imagination 
to kill the body, even when its fantastic terrors 
oannot overcome the intellect, of the unfortunate 
persons who suffer under them. The patient, in 
the present case, sunk under his malady ; and the 
eircumstonces of his singular disorder remaining 
concealed, he did not, by his death and last illness, 
lose any of the well-merited reputation for pru- 
dence and sagacity which hod attended himduring 
the whole course of his life. 

, Having added these two remarkable instances 
to the general trainof similar facts quoted by 
Ferriar, Hibbert, and other writers who have 
more recently considered the subject, there can, 
we think, be little doubt of tiie proposition, Aai 
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tke external organs nuy, troia variaiu cmuse^ 
become so modi denuiged, m to makfl false rO" 
presentation ■ to the mind ; and tbat, in andi caiMV 
men, in the literal sense, realty tee the einj>ty nnii 
iaise forms, and fuar the ideal sound*, vhuh, in » 
more primitive slate of society, are natnrally 
enougo referred to the action of demons or disem- 
bodied spirits. In sneh nnhappy CBses, the patient- 
is intellectually in tbecondition of a generalwluMS- 
spies have been bribed by the enemy, and who 
must engage himself in the diAcnlt and delioMw 
task of examining and eoneeting', by his ovn 
powers of argument, the prohabUity of die n^wts 
which are too inconsistent to he tmsted to. 

Bnt there h a corollary to this proporitton, 
whicli is worthy of notice. The same apeeies of 
OT^nie derangement which, as a continned habit 
of his deranged vision, presented the subject o€ 
onr last tale with the sucoessive apparitions of his 
cat, his gentleman-nsh^-, and the &tal skeleton, 
may oeenpy, for & brief or atmott momentary 
t^ce, the vision of men who are otherwise pMV 
ieetly clear-sighted. Transitory deceptions ars 
dins presented to the twgans, whtch, wh^ they 
occnr to men of strength of mind and of edneationy 
give way to scrutiny, and, their character beinp 
once investigated, the true takes the place of thn 
tmreal representation. -Bat in ignorant times, thos« 
instances in which any oliject is misrepresentet^ 
whether tlirongh the action of &e senses, or off 
Ihe imagination, or the combined tnflnenee of bo^ 
fer however short a space of time, may he admit- 
ted KB direct eridenee of a snpmmtBral appuitioni 
a proof the more difficuR to be disputed, if the 
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phantom bM been perMa&Uf wife wad bjr * hmM 
•f aoMB and etttoutioii, who, perhspe, Htiafied ia 
^ general as to tbe actual existence of appari^ 
ti«na, has not taken time or troable to eorrect hii 
firtf impreimM. This gpeeies vl deception ia «» 
fire^Mnt, tbat one of the greatest poet* of the pMr> 
mbC time answered a lady wbo Mked him if ba 
bdUered in ^<Mta, — " Ho, madam ; I hare leeK 
tB» many myseUl" I amy mention one or two 
f the kuad, to whicb no doubt caa b% 



The first shall be the ^tpnrition of Maapertnia, 
ta a brother profcaaar in the Boyal Society of 
Berlin. 

Thia exfraerdiDBry ciroraBatanee ^^eared in 
tka Transactions of the Society, bat is tbui st»* 
tad, by M. Thiebaalt, in bis " ReeoUectioas «t 
Fredeiidc tbe Great MKltKeConri of Berlin." It 
it necessary to premise that M. Gleditsdi, to whom 
the drsnmstaace b^)paied, was a botanist oC emb- 
senoe, boldiag the pnrfessenbip of natnaal pbil»* 
aofhy at B^in, aiKl rejected as a man of an hft* 
bi&sally serious, Mnq^, ^td tnaqiul cbara^er. 

A short time after the death of Manpertnis,* 
M. Crleditsch babw obliged to traverse the hall 
in which tbe Academy held ita sittings, baviag; 
BOMe arrangeiBBnts to make in tbe eabinet of nfr* 
tual history, v^kA wna nnder hia dauf^e, and 
being willmg to oamplete tbem on tine Thncsday 

■ Long flu |i>w[ 111 rftlw Btrifai Jjahsij, and mash 
brsiuvd In rreAtridi IL, till h« «u ovenriielinHi by tbe 
ridicHte of Valtalre. Ue retired, in u Bpedes of disgrace, to 
bfanMiTecDontrjof Sirllieriand, uri dM tba« ib^f irfC 
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before the meetirg, he perceived, on entering the 
lia)l, the nppsrition of M. de Mtmpertuis, uprigfet 
nnd stationaiy, in the first angle on his left band, 
having big eyes fixed on him. Tbig was about 
tbree o'clock afternoon. The professor of aatantl 
philoiopby was too well acquainted with physical 
science to suppose that his late president, who had 
died at Bftle, in the family of Mesan Bemonllie, 



coald have found his ivay back to Berlin in person. 
He regarded the apparition in ho other light than 
B.a a phantom produced by some denuigemeot 



of his own proper organs. M. Gleditsch went 
to his own business, without stopping longer 
than to ascertain exiictly the appearance of that 
object. But he related the vision to bis bre- 
thren, and assured them that it was as defined 
and perfect as the actual person of Maupertuis 
could have presented. When it is' recollected 
thftt Maapertuis died at a distance from Berlin, 
once the scene of his triumphs— overwhelmed 
by the petulant ridicule of Voltaire, and out of 
ftivonr with Frederick, with whom to he ridica- 
lons was to be worthless — we can hardly wonder 
at the imagination even of aman of physical science 
calling up his Eidolon in the hall of his former 
greatness. 

' The seber-minded professor did not, however, 
push his investigation to the point to which it waa 
carried by a gallaDt soldier, from whose mouth a 
particular friend of the author received the fol- 
lowing circnmstances of a similar story. 

Captain C was a native of Britain, bnt 

bred in the Irish Brigade. He was a man of the 
most daimtlesa courage, whick he displayed io 
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some Dncommonly desperate adventnreg daring 
the firet years of the French Revolation, being 
repeatedly employed by the royal family in yery 
dangerous commissions. .After the King's death 
he came orer to England, and it was then the 
iollowing circittnstance took place. 

Captain C was a Catholic, and, in his hour 

of adversity at least, sincerely attached to the du- 
ties of big religion. His confessor was a clergyman 
who was residing as chapltLin to a man of rank in 
the west of England, aboat four miles from the 

place where Captain C lired. On riding over 

one morning to see this gentlemen, his penitentliad 
the misfortune to find him yery ill from a danger- 
Ons complaint. He retired in great distress and 
apprehension of his friend's life, and the feeling 
bronght back upon him many other painful and 
disagreeable recollections. These occupied him 
till the hour of retiring to bed, when, to his great 
astonishment, be saw in tlie room the figure of the 
absent confessor. He addressed it, but received 
no answer — the eyes alone were impressed by 
tite appearance. Determined to push the matter 
to the end, Captain C — '' — advanced on the phan- 
tom, which appeared to retreat gradually before 
him. In this manner he followed it i-ound the 
bed, when it seemed to sink down on an elbow 
«hair, and remain there in a sitting posture. To 
ascertain positively the nature of the apparition, 
the soldier himself sste down on the same chair, 
ascertaining thus, beyond question, that the whole 
was illusion ; yet he owned that, bad bis friend 
died about the same time, be would not well have 
IcQOwn what name to give to his vision. But as 
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tbe tanSceaoi reoeveFed, and, in Dr Jokmen't 
phrase, " nothing cune of it," the incident mi 
only remarkable u showing that men of the 
Jtron^st nerves »re not exempted ffom swdt 
delusions. 

Another illwion of the same natore we kare 
the best reason for Touching ai » faot, thongfa, 
fitr certain ivaaons, we do not give the names «f 
iJte parties. Ntrt; long after the death of a late 
iUustrioiw poet; who had filled, while liring, « 
great etatioa in tbe eye of the public, a literary 
&iend, to whom the deceased had been well kaew^ 
wase^;aged, during thedaikenmg twilight of )■ 
■ntumn evening, in pemsing one of the publico 
kkms which professed to detail the habits and ojh^ 
iiions of die diMinguished individiuil who wag now 
BO more. As the read^ bad enjoyed the iati- 
inacy of the deceased to a condderabie degree, he 
ivas deeply interested in the pnblicati<Hi, wliich 
«ontainea itune partictilars relating to hinwdf 
and other friends. A visitor was sitting in the 

?iartinent, who was also engaged in reading, 
heir sitting-room opened into an entrance-haU, 
lather fantastically fitted up with articles of ar- 
mour, skiiM of wild animals, and the like. It was 
iriten laying down his hook, and passing into tkig 
lull, through which the moon was beginning to 
ahine, that the individual of whom I epeak saw, 
tight before him, and in a standing posture, the 
.exact representation of his departed friend, whose 
recollection had been so strcMigly brought to hia 
imagination. He stopped for a single mooKnt, eo 
as to notioe the wonderful accuracy with which 
&acy had impresaed upon the bodily eye the pe- 
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mliarities of dreia and postare o£ the illoMrkna 
poet. Sen«ble, however, of Uie deliuioii, he fdt 
no MBticoent s&re that of woader at the extraor- 
AiDary accuracy of the resemblance, end sten»ed 
onwardB towwds the fig;iire, which resolved itsolf, 
u he aftproadied, into the varioiu materials of 
whidi it ma ocHnpeaed. These were merely a 
screen, occupied by g;reat-coats, shairls, plaida, and 
Mich ether aartidea as nsnally are found in a conn- 
try eBtranc»-halL The spei^ator returned to ^e 
r&om wtuoh be had seen the illuaion, and en- 
oured, wiA all hia power, to recall the image 
^riiioh had been bo singHlarly vivid. But this waa 
beyond hiaayaoity ; and the peraon who had wit- 
nessed the wparition, or, more pn^erly, whese 
^Kcited state had been the means of raising it, had 
only to return into the apartment, and tell his 

ring ff j«id under what a striking baUocinatimi 
bad for a mommt laboured. 
Utere is every reaaon to believe that iustuices 
of this kind an frequent among personsof a cer- 
tain temperament, and when audi occur in an early 
period of society, they are almost certain to be 
coRsideredas real saiiematurBl ^pearances. They 
differ from those of Nioolai, and others formerly 
noticed, as bmng of short duration, and constitn- 
lAag no habitnal or constitutional deraugemeot of 
Aesystem. Tbe^parition of MaupertuistoMon- 
«enr Gleditsch, that of the Catholic clergyman to 
Captain C- — , that of a late poet to his friend, 
we <tf the latter character. They bear to the for- 
mer the u)a]<^, as we may say, which a suddeu 
and temporary fever-fit has to a serious feverish 
illness. Bnt, even for this very reason, it is more 
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difficnlttobrinrBnchmomentarTinipreBaionabadE 
to their re&l Bpliere of optical illtisions, since they 
accord much better with our idea of eUmpses of 
the future world than those in which the vision is 
continued or repeated for hoan,daYH, and monthf, 
affording opportnnities of discoTenng, from othw 
circumBtances, that the symptom originates in de- 
ranged health. < 

Before conclading these observations npon the 
deceptions of the senses, we must remark, that the 
eye is the organ most essential to the purpose of 
realizing toour mind theappeRrance of extemalob- 
jectB, and that when the visual organ liecomes de- 
praved for a greater or less time, and to a farther 
or more limited extent, its misrepresentation of 
the objects of sight la peculiarly apt to termi- 
nate in such hallucinations as tbosewe hare been 
detailing. Yet the other senses or ot^ns, in their 
turn, and to the extent of their power, are as ready, 
in their varions departments, as the sight itself, 
to retain false or doubtful impressions, which mis- 
lead, instead of informing, the party to whom 
they are addressed. 

Thas, in regard to the ear, the next oi^an in 
importance to the eye, we are repeatedly decei- 
ved by such sounds as are imperfectly gathered np 
and erroneonsly apprehended. From the false 
impressions received from this organ, also arise 
consequences similar to those derived from erro- 
neous reports made by the organs of sight. A 
whole class of superstitious observances arise, and 
are grounded upon inaccurate and imperfect hear- 
ing. To the excited and imperfect state of the 
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«ar, we owe the eidstenee of what Milton anb- 
liuely calls 



These also appear such natural causes of alamS) 
that we do not sympathize more readily witli Ro- 
binson Crusoe's apprehensions when he witnesses 
the print of the earsge's foot in the sand, than in 
those which arise from his being waked from 
sleep by some one calling his name in the soli- 
tary island, where there existed no man bnt the 
shipwrecked mariner himself. . Amidst the train 
of superstitions deduced from the imperfections 
of the ear, we mny quote that visionary sommons 
which the natives of the Hebrides aclcnowledged 
as one sure sign of approaching fate. The voice 
of some absent, or, probably, some deceased, re- 
lative was, in such cases, heard as repeating the 
party's name. Sometimes the aerial snmmoner 
intimated his own death, and at others, it was no 
uncommon circumstance that the person who fan- 
cied himself so called, died in consequence ; — for 
the same reason that the negro pines. to death 
who is laid under the ban of an Obi woman, or 
the Csmbro-Briton, whose name is put into the 
fiunoos cursing well, with the usual ceremonies, 
devoting him to the infernal gods, wast«s away 
and dies, as one doomed to do so. It may be re- 
marked also, that Dr Johnson retained a deep 
impression that, while he was opening the dooi- 
of his college chambers, ho heard the voice of 
his mother, Uien at many miles' distance, coll him 
by his name ; and it appears he was rather dis- 
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tqtpointed that bo ereot a£ ctmseqnetiee falloww 
ed a euminons sounding so decidedly lupenu^ 
tural. It is unnecessary to dwell on this sort of 
nuricular deception, of which most men's recol- 
lection will supply iDstaDces. The following' mny 
Ite stated as one serring to show hy what sleB- 
^er accidents the hiuuut ear may be imposed n{K 
on. The author was walking, about two yaais 
Minoe, in a wild and wJitary scene with a yonng 
friend, who laboured nnder the infirmity of a se- 
vere deaiheaa, when he heard what he conc«iv«d 
to be tbe cry of a distant pack of hounds, souitd^ 
zi^ intermittedly. As the season was rammer, 
this, on a mom^it's reflection, satisfied the hearar 
tbat it could not be the clamour of an actnal chaste 
amd yet bis ears repeatedly brought back the 
supposed cry. He (»lled upon bis own dogs, t£ 
which two or three were with tbe walking pivty. 
They came in quietly, and obviously bad no ao- 
'cession to t^e eoonds which bad caught tbe xa- 
tbor's attention, so that he conld not help say- 
ing to his companion, " I am doubly sorry &r 
your infirmity at this tnoment, for I conld otheiv 
wise hare let you hear the cry of the Wild 
Huntsman." As tbe young gentleman used ft 
benring tube, he turned when spoken to, and, Ui 
^ing so, the cause of tbe pbenoinenon became 
apparent. The supposed distant sooad was m fad 
a nigh one, being the singing of the wind in tbe 
instrument which the young gentleman was oUt- 
ged to use, but which, from varioos (urcomstancear 
bad never occurred to bis elder friend as likely 
to produce tbe sounds he bad heard. 

It is scarce necessary to add, that the highly 
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, entitiKHi «f tke Wild HoBbnan 
m GfSTBmaj ■ecnu to lisre had its erigm in strtH^ 
&aey^ opening; npon die Burieitlar deo^tteiu, re- 

rting the muaeTona soubiU likfAy to «<icar is 
dai^ receHH itf palJd«M fcffestt. The atmn 
4dnr may l>e fmrnd to Ibe kindred ficiQttiih b^ef, 
so SxuAj ^bodied by the BaBoeleu ajsthar of 



" There, idfM« of oM the tMBghty TIuHHa of B4MB 
Wffe went, with clain mai nady Twirii AMmg'dr 
T» mice die heundiog atag, or guihy wdf ; 
There oil ia beud at midiiight or at noon. 
Beginning fauil. but rising sdll more loud. 
And louder, voice of hunters, and of hounds, 
And horns hoarse-winded, bloning far and keen. 
Fwlhwitb the habbiA maltJplie*, the air 
Lmbrnxt with bodcc alKnite aad lifer din 
Of idaee puauit, the brokeo cry of deer 
Jtlangled by throttling doga, the shouts of meoi 
And hooia, thitli-beating on the hollow hill : 
Sudden the gracing heifer in the vale 
Startfl at the tumult, end tht herdenun^a cw 
Tingle with Inward dread. Aghast he tjvt ' 
ne Dfdand ridge, and every BonDtain rmoidr 
Bat not one truce of living wight dlacenu. 
Nor linowB, o'erawed and trembling as he standi 
To what or whom he owes his idle feoT— 



and lojenlaui Dr Beitliei beildei 
FTtnteafaitiKeariterpaTCortaftGentdTy- It wnnprlnted brniT late 
ftiand Di L**An, in a mull valume, enUtled " SooCUili DeurtotiiB 
n ., .. .,, — .. ., — ..... .^, aboie, and uHuii other pee^ 



It mast also he remembered, tbat to tbe ami- 
enlar deceptions practised by the means of ventri- 
loquism or otbertrise, may be traced many of the 
most successful impostures which credulity has 
received as supematurst communications. ' 

The sense of touch seems less liable to perrer- 
fiion than either that of si^ht or smell, nor are 
there many cases in which it can become acces- 
sary to such false iotelligence, as the eye and ear, 
collecting their objects irom a greater distance, 
and by less accurate enquiry, are but too reddy 
to convey. Yet there is one circumstance in whick 
tbe sense of touch as well aa others is very apt 
to betrayitspossesBorinto inaccuracy, in respect 
to the circumstances which It impresses en its 
owner. The case occurs during sleep, when the 
dreamer touches with his band some other part of 
his own uerBon. Heiaclewly, inthiscase, both the 
actor ana patient, both tbe proprietor of the mem- 
ber tonching,and of that whichis touched; while, to 
increase the complication, tlie hand is both toucher 
of the limb on which it rests, and receires an im- 
pression of touch from it; and the same is the case 
with tbe limb, which at one and the same time 
receives an impression from the hand, and con- 
veys to tbe mind a report respecting the size, sab- 
stance, and the like, of the member touching. Now, 
as, during sleep, the patient is unconscious that 
bothlimbsare bis own identical property, his mi^d 
is apt to be much disturbed by the complication 
* of sensations arising from two parts of his person 
being'at once acted upon, and &om their reciprocal 
action ; and false impressions are thus received, 
which, accurately enquired into, would afford a 
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clev to tnimy piuiling' phenomena in the theory 
of dreams. This pecoliarity of the organ of toucb, 
SB aleo that it is confined to no particoiar oi^«n, 
but ii diffiued orer the whole person of the moiir 
is noticed by Lncretitu :— 



- A remarkable iniunce of incb an illiuian was 
told me by a late noUeman. He had fiillen asleej^ 
with some nneaay feelings artsieg from indiges- 
tion. . They operated in their nsoal course of 
TiMonary terrors. At lengtb they were all Bam- 
med np in the apprehension, that the phantom of 
a dead man held the sleeper by the wrist, and en- 
deavoured to drag him oat of bed. He awaked in 
horror, and still felt the cold dead grasp of a 
corpse's hand on his right wrist. It was a minnte 
before he discovered that bis own left hand was 
in a state of numbness, and with it he had acci- 
dentally endrcled his right arm. 
, The taste and the smell, like the touch, conrey 
more direct intelligence than the eye and the ear, 
and are less likeljr than those senses to aid in mis- 
leading the imagination. We have seen the pa- 
late, in the case of the porridge-fed lunatic, enter 
its. protest against the acquiescence of eyes, ears, 
and tonch, in the gay visions which ^Ided the pa- 
tirat's confinemenL The palate, however, is snb- 

C; to imposition as well as the other senses. - The 
t and most acute bon vivanl loses his power of 
discriminating betwixt different kinds of wine, if 
he is prevented from assisting his palate by the aid 
of his eyec> — that is, if the glasses of eadi are uir- 
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nmiisteTed iBdiscriBnurtelrwbile he is Uindfiildad. 
Nayiweare a(ntlK«uecltoDelieTC,thatiitdrridnBi» 
faara died is conMqneBce of hann^ sappowd th«m- 
aelreH to bmve taken poiaoii, when, in realitj-, the 
dnrag'ht they hadswaltowedMHudi, Tuof anin- 
ooxioua or restorative quality. The delnaionH of 
the stomach can seldoni bear upon oar present 
SQbject,aiid are not otherwise connected with so- 
pomatnral appeftrancet, than u a good dinner 
tmd its aceon^animenta are eMeeti^ in fittii^ 
oat a during Tam of Shantm-, wh» it fittest to ei^ 
eoDBter th^n, when the poef a ohMmtion is aeC 
nal&ely to apply— > 

" I lplt ti if bnid Jnfai BtaHtjaarm, 

Mfi' tljiymiij wa teax ame eril, 

Wl' lUfiubu we'll foM the deviL 

The gwata we re«m'd in Timmie'e noddle, 

Peir play, he cmredns ddls ■ bodle !" _ 

Neither has the ttnet o£ naM, in its arimmy 
«tMa, much eonsexioa with onr prMnM Babjact. 
Mr Aabreytelbns, indeed, ef aii^^itiMi,wm(!k 
disappeared wiA a owiom pegrfinoe «a ireU a* ■ 
most metocbaaa twang; andpo^riarbelitfaioilm 
to t^ presnca of ini^nal ^irits^ a atraig leliik 
of the nlphnreesa elem^ ot wUok they are u^ 
habitante. Such aoecnqianiiBeBta, therefor^ nv 
■flwlly muted intk trtber materials for iwanatBiw> 
i^ as aMnenl o^aioK niiBfis ^ whash is aat 
poritiTwy dtMonUenaBeed by Dv HiUier^ by tlM 
mhalatioa of cwtaiB gaaea w poisonons hcrb% 
mniremaucwa can dimae a pMson ta baMera h» 
aaea fhiatami, it ia ukdy timt tka a 
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B»de to iidial« anA Baffaui^^^flii, u mllu tk» 

I have now urired, b^ « dcTtaoi p«tb, At tha 
coBduBJon of tku l«tter, the oll^ect of wlucb is ttt 
abewjfrcHn whalaUni»Btesofo«irnatare,wlMtbec 
msutel or coqtweftl, ariioa ikat preditpoeition ta 
Wlierein HupeFDatnraloeenrreDceh It is, I thinks 
oOBolnsiTe, tbat mankind, irmn STeryevlypo'Lod, 
bas-e their minds picpsred far such erenta by (ha 
«0«(tioaanew of the existence of a BpirUual worli^ 
iiArrinff in the general [Hvpasituni the oixdeiiif 
ahle tndih, that each nun, firom tfaemeaaroh t»tha 
hog' gar, who has oneeaoted bia part ea the Magei 
««ntinnei to extstr sad mxf vgiaa, eves ia a di»> 
embodied state, if such is the pleasnre of Hearen, 
for anght that we kaww to tJie omtmy, be pMV 
mitted or ordained to nun^« amoagst those vba 
yet remun in tbe body. Tlie abstract pMiibitity 
(rfapparitioiis nmst be admitted by ev^roaairiMi 
believes in a Deity, and his BBpennteadrag" oinni^ 
petence. Bat im^Tnatkm u aod to iatnide its 
^Epbutationaandiii&reBoesfeandad onioadecputa 
•ndsnce. Sometimes ear violent aad inopdiaato 
fawioBs, originMing in anirow far ear fidendi^ 

* Mo« ancientanthon, wboprelendto treat of tlMwTin- 
^n of natural iBBgic, gire recdpta fi>r e»lifns up phanloiiw.- 
Tke I^Ming lanps fed hy pwuliar Uitda Oi mtdiotod 
ail, ud the UM otanffiin^nimi of slnng and iMMedne 

hwH. nil II mw ■ III mil mil ill Hi ErvBthcaaanlbodti^, 

ferbipi, a profiEBMC of legeideinun B«nu«d Dr AlderwK 
«f Hal), that be could compose a preparalion of sntimonfi 
so^lmi', and otlicr drugi, irlil^, when burnt In a conCned 
nMm, wndd hare tbe ei^d of oau^g Ae padmt to anp- 
(OM b« (aw phantom*.— ace MMwX «w.i%a*t(mi^ f^ DM 
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reraorge for our crimes, our eageraeis of patriot- 
ism, or onr deep sense of devotion — these or other 
violent excitements of a moral character, in the 
Tisions of nig^ht, or the rapt ecstasy of the day, 
persnade ns that we witness, with onr eyes and 
ears, an actual instance of that eapematural com- 
munication, the possibility of which cannot be 
denied. At other times, the corporeal organs 
impose npon the mind, while the eye, and the ear, 
diseased, deranged, or misled, convey false im- 
pressions to'the patient. Very often both the 
mental delnsion and the physical deception exist 
at the same time, and men's belief of the pheno- 
inena presented to them, however eironeooslr, 
by the sense*, is the firmer and more readily 
granted, that the physical impression correspond- 
ed with the mental excitement. 
' So many canses acting thus npon each other ia 
Tarions degrees, or sometimes separately, it mnst 
happen early in the infancy of every society, that 
there shonld occur many apparently well anthen- 
ticated instances of supernatural intercourse, satis- 
factory enonffh to authenticate peculiar examples 
of the generalproposition which is impressed upon 
us by belief of the immortality of the soul. These 
examples of undeniable apparitions, (for they are 
apprehended to be incontrovertible,) fall tike the 
seed of the husbandman, into fertile and prepared 
soil, and are usually followed by a plentiful crop 
of superstitious figro ents, which deri ve their sources 
from circumstances and enactments in sacred and 
profane history, hastily adopted, and perverted 
from their genuine reading. TluB aluilt be the 
subject of my next letter. 
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LETTER II. 

ComuquaiceieflheFaU(mthecoiiaaimtatioHbdieeat3fai 

and the Spirihtttl World—E^icta oflhe Flood— Wizardt 
of Pharaoh— Text in Exodtu agaiml Witches— The 
toord Witch U hyiame said la meanjmTtl;/ PoiirnKr — Or 
if in the holy lexl it also meant a ZHeineras, the mailf at 
any rale, have been a charaeier very different to bt identi- 
fied with it — The ordinal, Cbanidi, said to mean a par- 

. aon tcho dealt in Poitons, often a traffic of those who dealt 
with familiar Spirit* — Sat i^trent from the Evropean 
Witch of the MiMeAges—thoB a Wilch is not accessary 

. to the lemptation of Job — T^ Witch of IheHebretcspra- 
baUff did not Tanh higher than a Divining Womm — Yet 
it was a crime deitrviitg the doom of death, since it inferred 
ike disowrdxg of JAovah's Supremacy — Other texts of 
Scripture, in U& manner, refer to something corretponding 
more with a Fortane-leHer or Divining Woman, than what 
is now called a Wilch— Example of the Wilck ofEndor— 

• Account of her Meeting tcith SavU^Supposed bg tome a 
SKere Impoiior — Eg wters, a Sorceresi poiceifid enough 
to raise the Spiril of the Prophet bg her own art—Diffiad. 

. ties attending both positions — A middle couree adopted, 
a^iposing that, as in the case ofBalah, the Almighty hadt 
Bj) exertion of his will, substituted Samuel, or a good 
spirit in his character, for the deception which the Witcli 
intended to produce — Eeiumption t^ the Argument, ihow. 

■ ing thai the Witch ofEndor tign^fied aomMiing very dif. 
Jerentfrom the modern ideas of Witchcrajl-. The Witchea 
aenliontd in the New Talameat, are not less different 
from modem ideas, than those of the Books of Moses, nor 
do they appear to have possessed the power ascribed to 
Magicians — Articles of Faith which »e may gather front 
JSar^itwe on Ais point — That there might be certaotPower» 
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jtermUled by the Atmighlg to inferior, and even eml SpirilSf 
is possihde ; and m some saue, the Gods of the Ha^tnr 
might be accounted Demons — More Jrequentli/, and m a 
general sense, ihey were but logs of wood, without seme 
or power of any kind, and their worshipjhunded an impos- 
ture — Opinion that the Oraelei were sileuced at the Nati- 
vihf, adopted bi/ JUilion — Cases of Demoniacs — 7^ incar- 
ttate Possessions probabiy ceased at the same time as the 
uHtnention of Miraeks^ Opinion efthe CatkoHes—R*- 
mlt that Witchcraji, as the vrord is iiUerpreled in the 
Middle Ages, neilher oeeun under the Mosaic or Gospel 
Dispensation — It arose in the ignorant period, ahen the 
Oaistians eontidtred the Gods of the Mahamedan or 
Hsaiien yations « Fiendi, and their Priests at Onyurera 
or Witarit — AafoRoa m (o fAe Saractni, and among the 
Sorthem Evrepema yet tmconeerted — flte Gods of Ma- 
im and Peru erplauied on the same system — Aka the 
Pnnais of North America— Opinion of Mather — Giiib, 
tiiupposed Warloch,perseculedby the other Dissentert — 

What degree of communication mig;lit have 
existed between the human race and the inhabit- 
ants of the other world, had our first parents kept 
the commands of the Crentor, can only be subject 
erf' anarailing speculatioo. We do not, perhaps, 
presume too much when we suppose, with Milton, 
that one necessary consequence of eating: th» 
" fruit of that forbidden tree" was removing to a 
irider distance from celestial essences tlie beings> 
vho, although originally but a little lower than 
the angels, had, by their own crime, forfeited the 
^ft of immortBlity, and degraded themselves into 
an inferior rank of creation. 

Some communication between the spiritual 
Torld, by the union of those termed in Scripture 
y gons of God" and the danghlars of Adam, still 
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cxntinned sfler the &1], tlioi^^ tlieir inter-aUianee 
frUB»ttq»proTedofbytheRiakr«fiiiaBluBd. We 
are given to uaderstttad, darkly indeed, but wilJi 
jHmncb certainty as we ean be oititled to require, 
tbnt tlie mix tarebet ween the two ipecieeof created 
iiaiiigi was sinful on the port of both, and dieplear 
mng to the Almighty. It is probable, also, that 
the eictreme longerity <^ the anledilaTian mortels 
prerested their feeling suffioiently that they bad 
fliroagbt thems^Tes under the banner of Asrnd, 
tbe angel of deal^, and ranoved to too great a 
'diabutce the period between ^eir erime and its 
tmudiiaest. Tbedaleof thenTengiagFloodgare 
birth to a race, whe«6 liie was graidiuiUj aborted 
«d, and w^, being admitted to slighter and rarer 
jatimacy with beings who poBsessed a higher rank 
in creation, asSKUed, as of oonrae, a lower posw 
4i«n in tbe scale. Aoc6^diI)g^y, after this period, 
(ire bear no more of those unnatural aUisneM 
which preceded the. &w>d, and are given to unr 
idersland that mankind, dispersing into different 
outs of the world, separated &om each other, and 
Iiff;aii, in varioni places, md under separate a»- 
apices, to pursne libe work of replenishing the 
■TAfld, which had been imposed spun tb^n m an 
«nd of tbeir cxeation. In the meantime, while th« 
J)eity was pleased to continue hii maniiestations 
lo these wuo were destined to be the fathers ai 
hia elect people, we are made to understand that 
•ricked men. it may be by the aseistanGe of fallen 
angels, were enabled to assert rank with,, and a^ 
tempt to matoh, ^e prophets of the God of Israel. 
^Thamattermnst vonain uncertain, whetlier it was 
hj flSMergr or kgerdeiuun that the wizards «f 
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- Phftraoli, King of I^ypt> eontesded with Mowi, 
in tlie face of the prince nnd people, changed th^ 
rods into serpents, and imitated aerer^ of the 
plagues denonnced a^iost the deroted Idngdom. 
Those powers of the Magi, however, whether ob- 
tained by Buperoaturnl commonications, or arising 
from knowledge of legerdemain and its kindrea 
«ccomplishmentii,wereopenlye3diibited;andwbo 
can doubt that, thbngh we may be left in some 
darkness, both respecting the extent of their skill 
and the source from which it was drawn, we are 
told all which it can beimportantfor us to know? 
We arrive here at the period when the Almighty 
ohose to take npon himself directly to legislate for 
his chosen people, withoat having obtained any 
accurate knowledge, whether the crime of witcb- 
oraft,ortheinterconrge between the spiritual world 
and embodied beings, for evil purposes, either ex* 
isted after the flood, or was visited with any open 
-marks of Divine displeasure. 

But in the Law of Moses, dictated by the Di- 
Vmity himself, was announced a text, which, a* 
interpreted literai]y,baving been inserted into the 
criminal code of all Christian nations, has occa- 
sioned much cruelty and bloodshed, either from 
its tenor being misunderstood, or that, being ex- 
clnsively calculated for the Israelites, it niadfl 
part of the judicial Mosaic dispensation, and was 
abrogated, like the greater part of that law, by 
the more benign and clement dispenoation of the 
OMpel. 

The text alhided to is that verse of the twen- 
ty-second chapter of Exodus, bearing, " men shall 
not suffer a witch to live." Many learned m^n 
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lUTB affirmed, that in tbia remarkable pasAge tbe 
Hebrew word chabaph means nothing' more than 
poiBoner, although, like the word vtnejictu, by 
-which it \% rendered in tbe Latin Tersion of the 
Septna^nt, other teamed men contend, that it 
luth the meaning of a witch also, and may be 
tinderHtood as denoting a person who pretended 
to hart bis or her neighbours in life, limb, or 
^ods, either by Axious potions, by cbanns, or 
similar mystiou mesne. In this particular the 
witches of Scripture had probably some resem- 
blance to those of ancient Europe, who, although 
their skill and power might be safely despised, as 
long as they confined themselves to their charms 
and spells, were very apt to eke out their capa- 
city of mischief by the use of actual poison, so 
that the epithet of sorceress and poisoner were 
almost synonymous. This is known to hare beea 
tbe case in many of those darker iniquities, which 
bear as their characteristic something connected 
with hidden and prohibited arts. Sach was the 
BtBt«ment in the indictment of those concerned 
in the famous murder of Sir Thomas Orerbury^ 
irhen the arts of Forman and other sorcerers ha* 
Ting been found insufficient to touch the victim's, 
life, practice by poison was at length successfully 
resorted to ; and numerous similar mstances might 
lie quoted. But supposing that the Hebrew witcb 
proceeded only by charms, inrocatioos, or such 
means as might be innoxious, sare for the assist- 
ance of demons or familiars, tbe connexion be- 
tween the conjurer and the demon must hare been 
of a Tery different character, under the law of Mo- 
ses, froia that which was conceired, in latter days. 
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tD constttate witcficTaft. Hiere wm no eontnct of 
subjection to a diabolic power, no infernal stomp 
or sign of snch afktal lewiie,no revellingg of Satan 
»)d bia ha^, and no infliction of disease or mig. 
fNtnne upon ^ood men. At least there is net s 
word in Scripture, antherinin^ ns to beliere tbok- 
goch a system existed. On tbe contrary, we tira- 
totd, (bowfarlitermlty, how fiir metaphorically, it 
is not for ns to determine,) that, when the Enemy 
of mankind desired to probe the virtue rf Job to 
IJie bottom, he applied for permission to the Ss> 

Ereme Governor of the world, who granted hiia 
berty to try his faitbfol serrant with a stwm 
of disasters, fo* tbe more brilliant exhibition of 
the faith which he reposed in bis Maker. In all 
tfiis, had the scene occurred after the manner ot' 
the like events in latter days, witchcraft, sorce- 
ries, and charms, would have been introduced, and 
tite Devi), instead 4^ his own permitted agency, 
would bare employed his servant the witch, as^ 
Aeneeessaryinatrnmentof theManof Uiz'safflic* 
tioBs. Inlikemanner, Satan desiredtohavePeter, 
tfaat be might sift him like wheat. Bat neither is 
tAere here the agency of any sorcerer or witch. 
Luke, xxii. 31. 

Supposing the powers of the witch to be limit- 
ed, in the time of Moses, to enqniries at some pre- 
tended deity or real evil spirit concerning future 
events, in whet respect, may it be said, did sack 
a crime deserve the severe pnniabment of death ?' 
To answer this question, we must reflect, that ih» 
object of the Mosaic dispensation being to pr^ 
eerve tbe knowledge of tbe Trss Deity within 
the breasts of a selected and separated pe«ple, the 
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Qod of Jacob neeewanl j^ aluwed hiniBelf it jealma 
God to all wbo, stmyiiig from tbe patli ot direct! 
worakip of Jehorab, had reeotu-se to other dei- 
ties, whether id<^ or evil ipirits, the goda of thv 
neij^hboDring heatben. The swervins' from their 
all^iance to the tme Dininity, to tbe extent of 

tytog to tenielesa stocks aad stones, which 
d return them no answer, waS) by the Jewish 
iav, an act of rebeUion to their own Lord God, 
aadassachmostfittobepuniihedcapitally. Thna 
the prophetB of Baal were deserredly pot to 
death, not ob accoant of any incceM which they 
might obtain by their intercessions and inroci^ 
tioDs, (which, thoi^^h enhanced with all their ▼»• 
hemence, to tbe extent of cutting aad wounding 
t^enuelres, prored so utterly noaTailinfi;, as ta 
incnr the ridicole of the prophet,) but beeaus« 
tiiey were gnilty of apostasy from the real Deity, 
while they worab^ed, and encour^ed others to 
wonhip, tbe false divinity BaaL The Hebrew 
witch, therefore, or she who commanicated, oe 
attempted to communicate, with an evil spirit^ 
itss justly punished with, death, though her com- 
munication with the Bpiritual world might either 
aot exist at all, <» be of a nature much lesa in- 
tinate tbui haa beea ascribed to the witches at 
later days ; nor does the existence of this law, 
agwnst tbe withies of the Old Testament, sane 
tton, in any respect, the severity of simiiar eaact- 
menta subsequent to the Christian revelation, 
against a different clan of persona, acensed of » 
very different species of crime. 

In another passage, tbe practices of those per- 
soni termed witches in the Holy Scriptures, are 



56 LETTERS ON 

uun alluded to ; and ^^n it is made mantfert 
^^t tlie sorcery or witchcraft of the Old Testa* . 
ment resolres itself into a trafficking with idols, 
and asking coonsel of false deities ; in other words, 
into idolatry, which, not with Btanding repeated: 
prohibitions, escamplea, and judgments, was still 
the prevailing crime of the Israelites. The pas* 
sage alluded to is in Deateronomy, zviii. 10,11. — 
" There shall not be fonnd among you any one that 
maketh hig son or his daughter to p»s through 
the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer 
of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer,- 
or a oonsnlter with lamiliar spirits, or awtzard,or a 
necromancer," Similar denunciations occur in tbe- 
nineteenth and twentieth chapters of Leviticus. 
In like manner, it is a chaise agunst Manaaaes, 
2 Chronicles, xxxviii., that he caused his children 
to pass through the firei observed times, used ea- 
ehwitments and wib^craft, and dealt with fiinu- 
liar spirits and withwizarda. These passages seem - 
to concor with the former, in classing witchcraft 
among other desertions of the prophets of the 
Deity, in order to obtain responses by the supersti-' 
tions practices of the pagan nations around them. 
To understand the texts otherwise, seems to con-: 
found the modern system of witchcraft, with all its 
unnatural and improbable outrages on common-, 
sense, with the crime of the person who, in classi- 
cal days, consulted the oracleof Apollo; — a capital 
offence in a Jew, but surely a venial sin in an 
ignorant and deluded pagan. 

To illustrate the nature of the Hebrew witch 
and her prohibited criminal traffic, those who have 
written on this subject bare naturally dwelt upon 
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the interriew between Sinil and the Wit«h of En- 
dor, the only detailed and particular account of 
such a traiutictioi) which is to be fooad in tbo 
Bible ; — a fact, bv the way, which prorea that 
the crime of witchcraft (capitally pnoiihed ai it 
wu Triien discoTered) was not freqnent among^ 
the cfaoaen people, who enjoyed >ach peculiar ma- 
nifestations of the Almighty's presence. Tli* 
Seriptorei seem only to hAve conveyed to ua the 
gen««l &ct ^being what is chiefly edifying;) of 
the interview Vet ween the Witch and the King of 
Israel. They inform ue, that Saul, disheartened 
and discottn^ed by the general defection of liis 
raihjects, and the conHdoasneBB of his own nn- 
worthy and ungrateful disobedience, despairing of 
obtaiaingsnanswerfirom the offended Deity, who 
had previoDBly commonicsted with him throngli 
his prophets, at length resolved, in liis despera- 
tion, to go to a divining woman, by which coorao' 
he involved himself in the crime of the persoit 
whom he thus consulted, against whom the law 
denounced death, — a sentence which had been of- 
ten execatedby Saul himself on similar offenders. 
Sd^ture proceeds to ^ve us the general informit> 
tion, that the king directed the Witch to call np 
the Spirit of Samuel, and that the female exclaim- 
ed, tlutt gods had arisen out of the earth — that Sanl, 
more particularlyrequiringadescription of the ap- 
parition, (whom, consequently, he did not himself 
see,) she described it as the figure of an old maa 
with amantle. Inthiafignrethelciiigaclniowledges 
theresemblanceof Samnel,and,8inKingonbis&ce, 
liears ifrom the apparition, speaking in the dwntc- 
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ta of tbe pFo^et, the melsBchoIy prediction cC 
hia own defeat and death. 

In this deaeriptioD, thoogliallistoldwhioliis ne- 
eesMry to convey to ug an awful moral lessen, ye6 
we are left ignorant of the minntiffl attending tW 
i^parition, which perhaps we ought to accept s» m 
8uresign,that there wasnoutility in oar being mads 
■cqnaintedwithtliem. Itisimpoesible, forinstance, 
to know with certaiaty whether Saol was present 
when the woman used her conjnration^rwhether ha 
himself perionally ever saw the appearance wiuak. 
the Pythoness described to him. It is left still 
more doubtful whether anything sapematoral wa» 
a^nally eroked, or whether the Py thonessAnd her 
assistant meant to practise a mere deception, ta- 
kins th^r chance to prophesy the defeat wmI death, 
of tj^ broken-spirited king, as «a evest which the 
circumstances in which be was placed rendered 
Ughly probable^ since l>e was surrounded by a 
raipenor armv of Philistines, and his t^racter ss 
a soldier rendered it likely that he wonld not snr- 
vire a defeat, which mast ioTcJve the loss of hia 
kingdom. On the other hand, admitting tbat tha 
E^iparition had really a supernatural character, it 
trains equally uncertain what was its nature, or 
by what power it was compelled to an appearance, 
anpleaaiog, as it intimated, since the euf^KMed spi" 
rit of Samuel asks wherefore he was disquieted 
in tlie grave. Was the power of the witch ovor 
the invisible world so gret^ that, like the Eri&- 
tho of the heathen poet, she could disturb thv 
sleep of the just, and especially that of a prophet 
so important as Samuel; and are we to suppoaa 
that he, upon whom the Spirit of the Lord was 
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wont to dMe«ii(l, «▼» ii^U« he ww doAed widi 
frail raortBlity, ihonld be flnbiect to be disqaieted 
in his grave, at the roice of a vils witch, and thtt 
comnund of an apostate prince? Did the tmft 
]>eit7 reAtse Saul the reeponM of bta propheti* 
and could a witch compd. tke actual ipirit of 8ft- 
arael te make amwer notwithataiidiiig p 

EmbaiTBHed by mck (tiffieultiei, another coarM 
of «xplaBattan haa been retorted to, which, freed 
from aoBte of the objections which attend the two 
«xtreaieaappontioBi,isyetl>abletootben. Ithas 
been aappoaeA that Mmethi^ took plaeanpoB thw 
nmarkBole occasion, limilar to that which distarb- 
•d the preconcerted pnrpoie of the prophet Ba- 
laam, and compelled him te excban^ his prem^ 
<titated corses ror blessings. According to tbishyi 
potbesis, the divining woman of fiadw was prepa* 
rin^ to p^raetise npon Saal thote tridcs of legerde« 
nnun srjim^leryoywhich she imposed npon mean' 
or clients who resorted to her oracle. Or we may 
eoaenve diat, in tJiose days, when the lam of nb* 
tore were fireqnently suspended by roanifestationfl 
•f tbe Divine Power, some degree of j oggling might 
be permitted between mortals and the spirits of 
lesser note ; in which case, we nmat sappose that 
the woman really expected or hoped to call np 
s<WM snpematnnil ^pearance. Butineithercase, 
this second ndntionof the itory supposes t^at thtt 
will of the Almighty substituted, on thaS memo- 
nble occasion, for the phantasmagoria intended 
by the witch, the spirit ot Samuel, in his earthly 
resemblance— or, ifthareadermay think this mora 
likely, some good being, the messeiwer of tbe di- 
vine pleasnie, in the likienesa ef the departed pro- 
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phet — and, to the snrprise of t1>e Pythoness her* 
self, exchanged the joggling larce of sheer deceit 
or petty sorcery which ghe had intended to pro- 
duce, for a deep tragedy, capahle of appalling the 
heart of the hardened tyrant, end furnishing an 
awful leggon to future times. 

This exposition has the advantage of explain- 
ing the surprise exproesed by tiie Witch at the 
unexpected coDsequences of her own invocation, 
while it removes the objection of supposing the 
spirit of Samuel sabject to her influence. It does- 
not apply so well to Ute compliunt of Samuel, that 
he was dtiquieted, since neither the prophet, nor 
any good angel wearing his likeness, could be 
supposed to complain of an apparition which took 

Elace in obedience to the direct command of the 
'eity. If, however, the phrase is understood* 
not as a murmuring against the pleasure of Pro- 
vidence, but as a reproach to the propliet's for- 
mer friend Saul, that his sins and discontenti^ 
which were the nltimate canse of Samuel's ap- 
pearance, had withdrawn the prophet, for a spac6i 
from the enjoyment and repose of heaven, to re- 
view this miserable spot of mortality, guilty grief, 
and misfortune, the words may, according to that 
interpretation, wear no stronger sense of com- 
plaint than might become the spirit of a just man 
made perfect, or any benevolent angel by whom 
he might be represented. It may be observed, 
that, in Ecclesiasticns, xlvi. 19, 20, the opinion of 
Bamuel's actual appearance is adopted, since it is 
said of this man of God, that o^ (feo^ A« ;>n)pA»- 
ned, and showed the king hit UtOer end. 

Leaving the further discuMion of thia daric tnd 
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^fficult qoestion to those whoie fltndiea bare qaa- 
-lified them to ^ye jadgment on ao obsonre a mb- 
JQct, it ao far appean clear, that the Witch of En- 
dor was not a being anch as those believed in by 
«iir anceston, who could transform tbemselrea 
and others into the appearance of the lower ani- 
mals, raise and allay tempests, freqnent the com- 
pany and join the rerels of evil spirits, and, by 
their counsel and assistance, destroy human livei^ 
«nd waste the fruits of the earth, or perform feat» 
of scch magnitnde as to alter the face of nature. 
The Witohof Ehidorwasamerefortnne-teller, to 
vbom, in despair of all aid or answer from the 
-Almighty, the unfortunate King of Israel had 
recourse in bis despair, and by whom, in some 
way or other, he obtained the awful certainty of 
bis own defeat and death. She was liable, indeed, 
deservedly, to the punishment of death, for intru> 
ding herself upon the task of the real prophets, by 

. irbom the will of God was, in that time, regularly 
■nade known. But her existence and her Crimea 
can go no length to prove the possibility that 
another clasa of witches, no otherwise resembling 
faer than as called by the same name, either exist- 
ed at a more recent period, or were liable to tha 
aame capital pnnishnient, for a very different and 
UBch more doubtful class of offences, which, how- 
ver odious, are nevertheless to be proved possible 
before they caa be received as a criminal chargie. 
- Whatever mav be thought of other occasional 
eniressions in the Old Testament, it cannot be 

, md, that, in any part of that sacred volume, a 
text occurs, indicating the existence of a system 
of witohi^aft, under die Jewish dispensation, in any 
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Tei^Mt umUarto that ■gwnstwhkiitfae ]ftw-b«elw 
" BO maaf European mttioni have, till very iMe- 
, deooonced pimielimfflit; fve lew nitdfr the 
luistiaa dUpamtioa — a syBtem under wUoli the 
«niaacipatian <^ the humaB laoe fr«m tbe LeTit^ 
«b1 lav waa happily and mirBcnloiuly pet&<A«d. 
Tliu Utter crime ia nippiMed t« infer a compact 
implying rererenoe and adontion on the part of 
Uie witch who comes under the iatal bond, aai 
fwlronage, Buiqrort, and anistanoe, on the part of 
tbe diabolical patron. Indeed, in the four Go» 
pell, the irord, under any lease, does not oocsr ; 
although, had tbe possimlity of ao eaonmomM a 
ain heen admitted, it was not likely to escape the 
framing oauure of the Divine Person who oane 
to take away ihe sins of the world. S^nt Pm^ 
wdeed, mentions the sin of witchcraft in a cursory 
manner, as superior in gmlt to that n£ ingratitadet 
and in ^e offenoes of &6 AeA, it is ranked imme- 
diately after idolatry ; which juxta-poiition indUoM 
ns to believe that the wib^eraft mentioned by ik» 
Apoetle mnat have been analagons to that of tk» 
Old Tettaaient, and eqaivalent to resorting to th» 
anistaiioe of sootbaayers, cw similar fecbiddMl 
arts, to acquire knowledge of fntority. Sorcerers 
are alto joined with other erimiaala, in the Book 
«f Revelations, as exdnded £rom tbe city of God. 
And with these occaaienal notices, which indicata 
that there was a transgresnon so called, hot leaT» 



a ignorant of its exact nature, the writers npon 
'itdioraf 



tament pt»ata of a crime in itoelf so ditfnstinf^j 
ImprobBble. NeUher do the exploUs of Slyouw, 
called the Soroorctf', or Siuatt, called Magni w the- 
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MagioiMi, entide Amu to rank above tiie dan of' 
impostors, who usmaed « character to wbich tfaejr 
ItiM no real titiot and pat Ui«ir own myrtical and 
ridicnloas pretoiuons to ■apematunl power ia 
cOBipetitioH witk those who had been conferred oB 
pnipose to diffnie the gtnpel, and tkcilitate ita 
xeeeptioa by the exhibition of gennino miracle*. 
It is dear that, Jrom hi> pressmptnoiu and pro- 
Sxae proposal to acquire, by purchase, a pmlioB 
«# those powt»i which were directly derived &oi^ 
iD^iration, Simon Magns di^layed a degree of 
proiane and brutal ignorance, mconsistentwith lua 
peweaaing eren the tntriligcoee of a skilful im- 
BMtor ; and it is plain that a leagued vassal ot 
Biil, Bboald we prOBoimce him Ea<^, would hare 
better known his own rank and coaditioo, eom- 
pved to that of the Apostle, than to have made 
sneh a truitleai and unavailing' proposal, by which 
he could only expose his own inpodenoe and ig- 



Witk this observation we may conclude onr 
brief remarks upon mtchera^ as the word oc«nni 
in the Scripture; and it now only remains to men- 
tion the nature of the demenuto^., which, as ga- 
thered from the sacred volumes, every Christiaif 
believer is bound to receive as a diing declared 
and proved to be true. 

And in the first place, no man can read the 
Bible, or call himself a Christian, vrithout belie- 
Ting that, during the course of time comprehend- 
ed by the divine writers, the Deity, to confirm the 
faith of the Jews, and to overcome and confound 
the pride of the heathens, wrought in the land 
luny great miracles, using either good spirita^ tbo 
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inatnunentfl of hisplraaare, or ftllen ai^ela, the 
permitted agents of snch evil m it w^ bis will 
jihould be iidicted upon, or goffered by, tbe chil- 
dren of men. This proposition comprehends, ^of 
conrse, the acknowledgment of the troth of mi- 
racles daring thii early period, by which the ordi- 
nary taws of nature were occasionally a uspended, 
md recognises the existence in the spiritnal irorld 
of the two grand diritioni of angels and derilg, 
severally exercising their powers according to the 
commission or permission of the Knlerof the nut- 
vene. 

Seeondly, wise men hare thonght and a^^nedt 
that the idols of the heathen were actually fiends^ 
orrathor, that these enemies of mankind.hadpowet 
to asaume the shape and appearance of those fee- 
ble deities, and to giro a certain degree of conn> 
tenance to the taith of the worshippers, by work' 
iug seeming miracles, and returning, by thehr 
priests or their oracles, responses which " palter'd 
m a double sense" with the deluded persons who 
consulted them. Most of the fathers of the Chri»< 
tian chnrch haft intimated such an opinion. Thig 
doctrine has the advantage of affording, to a oeis 
tain extent, a confirmation of many miracles reht- 
ted in pagan or classical history, which are thus 
ascribed to tbe agency of evil spirits. It corro- 
Bponds also with tbe texts of Scripture, which 
declare that the gods of the heathen are all devils 
and evil spirits ; and the idols of Egypt are class- 
ed, as in Isaiah, chap. xix. ver. 2, with cliarmei«i 
those who have familiar spirits, and with .wJEardi. 
But. whatever license it may be soj^ded was 
permitted to the evil spirits of that period, — and 
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■Iliho'iigh, undDubtedly, men oimed the iway of 
deities who were, in fiict, bnt person ificati ens of 
cerUin evil [>Muaiu of bomanity, m, for examp1<% 
in their saonficea to Venns, to &icchu8, to Man, 
&c. wid, therefore, mif^ht be said, in one senge, to 
worship evil gpirits — we canno^ id reason, stip- 
SOH that every one, or the thoaundth part of tlio 
innuiaerable idols worshipped among the heathen, 
waa endowed with aupematnral power; it is dear 
Ihat the greater number fell under the deMriptioa 
applied to them in another passage of Scripture, 
in which the part of the tree burned in the fire 
for domestic purposes is treated as of the aftmo 
power and estimation, as that carred into an 
image, and preferred for gentile homage. This 
striking passage, in which the impotence of the 
seaaelesB block, and the brutish ignorance of tho 
worshipper, whose object of adoration is the 
work of his own hands, occui's in the 44th chapter 
of the prophecies of Isaiah, vene 10, el teg. The 

itrecise words of the text, as well as common sense, 
brbid us to believe that the images so construct- 
ed by common artisans, became the habitation or 
resting-place of demons, or possessed any mani- 
f^tstion of strength or power, whether through 
demoniacal influence or otherwise. The whole 
system of doubt, delusion, and trick exhibited by 
tne oracles, savours of the mean juggling of im- 
postors, rather than the audacious intervention 
of demons. Whatever degree of power the false 

Kd9ofheathendom,or derilsin their name, might 
permitted occasionally to exert, was, unques- 
donably, under the general restraint and liniita- 
tiOn of Providence ; and though, on the one hand» 



^ 
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we caanot deny the poaribility of sncfa peraiiaaHi 
being gnnted, in cases nnknmra to «, it is oei^ 
lain, on tk« other, tliHt the St^ptnres meotiMi n* 
one specific instance of sni^ inflnenoe, expretdf 
recommended to <Kir belief. 

Thirdly, M the backsliders among the Jam 
repeatedly fdi off to the worship of the idols of 
the oeighhonring heathens, so they dso resorted 
to the use of dianns and eBchantments, fomided 
on a saperstitioos pKrersion of their own Lerit^ 
cal ritual, in which they endeavoured by sortilega, 
by Teri^iM, by obterration of angary, or th* 
flight of birds, which they ualled NaActs, by tfa* 
means of Urim and Thammim, to find as it were 
a by-road to the secrets of fittnrity : Bat for the 
same reason tJiat nithholds ns from delivering any 
opinion upon the degree to whi<^ the devil and 
faia angels might be dlowed to conatenance the 
impositions of the heuhen priesthood, it is ins^ 
possible for «s condouvely to pnmonnoe what 
e£Fect might be permitted by supreme ProvideBOC^ 
to the ministry of such evil spirits as presided 
over, and, so for as they had liberty, directedt 
these sinful enqniries among the Jews themsdTB>k 
We are indeed assnred from the sacred writiiigSi 
that the ^omise of the Deity to hts chosen peo* 

{lie, if diey conducted themselves agreeably to th« 
aw which he had givm, was, that the communi- 
catioB with the invisilde world would be enlai^ed* 
so thst in the fulness of his time, he woidd poar 
out his spirit upon all flesh, wk^ their som and 
danghtors sboiud prophesy, their <dd nua see 
▼iuong.andtibeiryoan^nicndreamdreamB. Sodi 
were the promises delivered to dte IinwUtes ^ 
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jMdf Sk^el, and otber My Men, of which 8t 
Peter, in the eeoond ^apter oi the Aoto of the 
ApeMl«8, hails tb« fulfilment in the miukni atom: 
gnnoHr. And on the other hand, it U no leis e<ri- 
ident that the Almighty, to pnsiih the dinbe- 
&ence lof the Jews, ■bMidoned them to their owb 
miaciosi desircB, and suffN'ed tbem to 1>ed«ceiTMl 
by the lyiag ondei, to whidi, in flugnmt Tiolstion 
of big commands, they had reoenrge. Of this 
the pnnighinent arising from the Deity abandon- 
ng Ahab to his own devices, and mSenag him to 
be deceired by a lying spirit, forms a striking in- 
■tance. 

Foordily, and on the other hand, abstuning 
-with reverence from acoonating oargelres jadgea 
«f ^ aetioni of Onmipotenoe, we may safely con- 
clude, that it was not his pleaanre to employ in the 
LCKeootioB of his judgments, the conseqaeneei of 
any such species of le^pie or compact betwixt 
devils and driuded mortals, as (Aat denoiinc«d 
in the laws of our own ancestors mider the name 
' of witehort^ What has been tranalated by that 
-word, seems little more than the art of a medicator 
of peitons, combined with that of a Pythonete or 
fidse pro[4tetess ; a crime, howerer, of a oapitad 
nature, by the Levitical law, since, jn the first 
capacity, it implied great enmity to mankind, and 
in the second, direct treason to the divine Legis- 
lator. The book of TobiteDntains, indeed, anas- 
a[e reannbling more an incident in an Arabian 
a, or Gothic romance, than a part of inspired 
writing. In this, the fumes produced by oro^ 
ing the liver of a <»rtmn fish, ace desonbod as 
mriag powu b> drire away aa »vil genivi who 
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guards the naptial chamber of mi Assyrian ^rift- 
cess, and who has strangled seven brideKroDOu 
in sncceBsion, ns the jr approached the nnptial couch. 
But the romantic and fabnions strain of this la* 
gend has induced the &thers of all Protestant 
cUorches to deny it a place amongst the writings 
sanctioned by divine origiu, and we may, tber»- 
fore, be excused from entering Into discussion on 
such imperfect evidence. 

Lastly, In considering the incalculable chan^ 
which took place upon the Advent of our Saviour 
and the announcement of his law, we may observe, 
that according to many wise and learned men, ioB 
m6t6 appearance npOn earth, without awaiting the 
fulfilment of bis mission, operated as an act of 
banishment of such heathen deities as had hither- 
to been suffered to deliver oracles, and ape in some 
degree the attributes of the Deity. Milton haa, 
in the Paradise Lost, it may be upon conviction 
of its truth, embraced the theory which identifiea 
tlie followers of Satan with the gods of the hen- 
then ; and, in a tone of poetry almost unequalled, 
evjea in his own splendid writings, he thus de- 
scribes, in one of his earlier pieces, the departure 
of these pretended deities on the eve of the bless- 
ed Nativity. 

" The oradn are dumb. 

No voice or bidtou* bum 
Buds through the arched roof io worda deriving ; 

Apollo from hii ehrine 

C»n nomore dWlne, 
With hollow Bhriek the steep of t>elphos leaTiof ; 
No nightly traaee or breathed spell 
■Inapira the pult^ed priests from At prophetic cdL 
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" Tlie loaelf msunlaini o'er. 

And the resoundlDg ahore, 
j^ Toice of weefdng heard toA loud binieiit ; 

From haunted Bpriog Bad dale, 

Kdged ivilh p<ip]Ar pole. 
Hie parting Genius is with sighlDg sent ; 
With fiower-inwDTen tnnes ttirn, 
Hw Nymphi 4ii tirlllgfat itaade of Isngled thjckeU mourn. 

" la cmuurated eartlk. 

And OD the hoi]- hearth, 
The Lara and Lemurra moiia with midnight plaint ; 

In urns and nltan round. 

A drear and dying >«und 
A ft lg to tiM Flameiu at their terriee quaint; 
And tin chill marlite aeenu to aweat. 
While each peculiar Power foregoea liis wonted aeat. 

"Peor and Baalim 

Forsake their templei dim, 
.With that twIco-Latter'd god af Paleatlne; 

And nwiaiKd Aihtarath, 

HekTeu'a qoaen and mot&er both. 
Now aita not girt with lapera' boljr Rhine ; 
The Lybic Hammon ebrinks hla horn ; 
In Tidu the Tyrlan maida their wounded Thammuz mourn. 

" And anlkn Holoeh, lied. 

Hath left In ihadowi dread 
HIa burning Idol all of darkeat hue j 

In vain with cymbal*' riiig> 

They call the grisly king, 
la dtamal dance abont the fiimsce blue ; 
The brutiA gods ol mit aa fast,- 
Ida aad Onw, and the Dog Anubia, haate." 

' The qnotfttJOD is a lonr one, but it ia scarceljr 
ponible to sliorten what la bo beaatifiil and int«< 
" g a description of die heatlien deities, whe< 
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ther in the cbuitic pmonificationi of Oneee, the 
horrible shapes worshipped by m«« bariMriani, 
or the hieroglyph! cal enormities of the E^yptias 
Mythology. The Idea of identifying the pagan 
deities, especially the most digtisguished of tbem^ 
with the manifestation of dnatmiaa powar, and 
coBclnding that th» deM^t of oar Sa'rioMr ttmik 
them with silence, so nobly expressed in the poetoy 
of Milton, is not certainly to be lightly rejected. 
It has been asserted, in simple prose, by authO" 
rities of no mean weight ; nor d!oefl there appear 
any thing inconsistent in the faith of thuM who, 
believing that, in the ^der tinie, fiaada aad de- 
mons were permitted an enlarged d^;ree efpovsr 
jn uttering predictions, may also gtre credit to 
the proposition, that at the Divine Advent that 
power wBi restiwned, the oracles silenced, and 
those demons who had aped the Divinity of titer 
place, were driven from tbwr abode on eajth, ho- 
noured as it was by a g«est so awftiL 

It most be noticed, however, that this great 
event had not the same effect on that peculiar 
class of fiends who were permitted to vex mortals 
by the alienation of theff nindi, and the abase of 
their persons, in the ckaes <tf what is called I>emon- 
iacal possession. In wbat exact sense we should 
understand this wordpo»semon, it is impossible to 
discover ; but we feel it impossible to doubt, (not- 
withstanding learned anthoritie* to the contrary,) 
that it was a dreadful disorder, aS a kind not 
merely natural ; and may he pretty well assured 
that it was suifered to contiaue after lh« noarr 
natun, became the niraolea eCeeted by oar Sm- 
Tionr tnd bis apostlss, m. cwing tbwtoiiM rt it 
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i» thk war> afforded t^ nuHt direct pnx^ of 
hia ^vioe miuioa, erta ont of the very mouthi 
o£ thoK ejected fiends, the moat malignaat enfr'. 
taut <^ a power to which thej dared aot refiue 
hoButge and ebetbence. Aad here ia an addi- 
tiiHtRl pioo^ that witeheraf^ in its ordinary and- 
pf^mlnr sense, was onkaown ai that period : al- 
though cases of pessessioB are repeatedly men- 
tioBed in the Cro4>ela, and Acta of the Apostle*. 
yet in no one instance do the devils ejected men- 
tion a witeh or HHrc««r, o> plead the commaadft 
of aoch a person, as the canse of occapy ing or 
twmenting the rictim ; — whereas, in a great pro- 
portion of thoae mdandoiy eases of iritchcraft 
>rith which the records of later tiotes abound, the 
stress of the endesce is rested on the declaration 
of the possessed, or ibe dentw within bim, that 
wne old man or wodud in the neighbourhood,bad 
compelled the fiend to be the instrnment of eriL 
It mast also be admiUed, that in another moat 
nMurkaUe respect, the power of the Enemy of 
naakind was rather enlarged than bridled or ro- 
strawed, in eonae^nenee of the Savioui ecwung 
«poa earth. It is udi^itfable, that in order that 
Jesas might hare his sWe in wexy spetnea of de- 
lusion and peraeeution, which the fellen race o£ 
Aden ia heir to, he persfMuUr Kitfered the tempt- 
stiMt bt the wildersesa Bl the band of Sat^ whom, 
vithoat resorting to lua dirine power, he droT^ 
confuted, stkatcM, and. alunne«t &om his pi^ 
aenee. But it ^pean, that although Satan wai 
nUowed, upon this memorable occasion, to codm 
•ss aarih with grsal powo-, the permission ww 
^WB ej^resalf beeanae hit ti«ar was Aatu 



The indttlgfitiee which was th«n granted to bim' 
to a caae ao unique and peealiar, tooa pamedoTM', 
and WAS utterly reBtrained. It is evident, thak 
after the lapse of the period daring which it pWa- 
eed the Almighty to establiBh his own Church by 
miraculou* displays of power, it could not cmi- 
Bist tfith hig kindness and wisdom, to leave tba- 
enemy in the possession of the privilege of deln-- 
ding men by imagioiu'y miracles calculated for 
Hie perversion of that faith, wbidi real mii«clM 
were no Imiger present to support. There would, 
we presume to say, be a shocking inconsietenef 
in supposing, that false and deceitful propheeiea- 
and portents should be freely circulated by aiy 
demoniacal influence, deceiving men's bodily or- 
gans, abusing their minds, and perverting their 
faith, wtiile the true religion was left by its great 
Author devoid. of every supernatural sign and 
token, which, in the time of its Founder and kit 
immediate disciples, attested and celebrated tbair 
inappreciable mission. Such a permission on Aa 
part of the Supreme Being, would be (to speak 
under the deepest reverence) an abandonment ef 
his chosen people, ransomed at such a pricft, to 
the snares of an enemy, from whom the wturat' 
evils were to be apprehended. Nor would it con- 
sist with the remarkable promise in holy writ/ 
that " God will not suffer his people to he tempted 
above what they are able to bear." 1 Cor. x, IS; 
The Fathers of the Faith are not strictly agreed 
at what period the niiraculons power was with- 
drawn from the Church ; but few Protestants ar« 
dii^osed to bring it down beneath the accesaion 
of Constantine, when the Christia|i reUgion wa* 
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£ri]y MtaUisbed in supremacy. The Roaum Cs- 
tkulics, iodeed, boldly affirm, that tlie power of 
Hnnuinloas interfereiice with the coarse of nature 
is bcHI in being ; bnt the enlightened even of this 
ikith^ though they dare not deny m fundamental 
tenet of their ehordi, will htirdly aMent to nay 
particular caie, witfaoot neariy the same eridence 
whiob might conquer the inereduHtyof their neigh- 
bours the PiotestaiitB. It ia^ikeinconsistentwith 
1^ common sense of ettber, that fiends should b« 
pennitted to work marrek whidi are no longer 
exhibited on the part of HeftTen, or in b^alf «f 
region. 

It will be obsetred that we hare not been 
anxious to decide upon the limits of probability 
on this qnestion. It is not necessary for ns, to 
uoertain in what degree the power of Satan was 
at liberty to display itself daring the Jewish dia- 
pensatioD, or down to what precise period in die 
history of the Christian church cores of demon- 
iacal possession, or similar displays of miracnloaa 
power, may have occnrred. We hare avoided 
cimtroversy on that head, because it comprehends 
qneitions not more doabtful than nnedifying. 
Little beoefit oould arise from attaining the exact 
koowledge of the manner in wbi«^ the apostate 
Jews practised unlawful charms or augnriea. Af- 
t« their conquest and diapenion, they wwe r«< 
marked among the Romaas for sndi snpersti- 
tioos pncdcea; and the like, for what we know, 
nuy eontinue to linger among the benighted wan- 
deKra of their race at the present day. But all 
these things are extraneons to oar enqniry, the- 
pnijose of which WR8 to diKor^ whether any- 
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tsbI eridmee eonld be derived firom sacnd InH 



toiy, to prove tbe early existence of tbat tmuM^ 
of denonol(^7 which lias been the object, in cam- 
panttively modem time^ of criminal proaecntioa 
and ewpital pnaiahment. We have already allu- 



ded t« tfaii aa the contract of witdicraft, ii 
m the torm wna nndentood in tbe Buddie agea, 
the demon mid tbe witcb or wiaard combined 
their varions powers of doing barm to inflict ca- 
lamities Qpon the person Hid property, the for- 
Inue and the ftme, of innocent hnman beings ; 
imposing' the most boiriUe diaeases, and death 
itself, as marks of tbeir elighteat ill-will; Iran^. 
forming tb«r own persons and those of others at 
tbor pleasure; raising tempesti to nvage the 
rops of their enemies, at carrying than home to 



■Aeir own gainers ; annihilating a 

llieir own dairies die prodnce of berds ; n>re 

pestilence amoi^ cattle, infecting and blig^^ig- 



duldren;and,itt aword, doii^nMnveriltbtnitM 
heart of man might be snpposed capable of tea- 
-oehii^, by means for heyvttd merennman power 
to Bccomplisk. If it could be snppoaed that audi 
nnnatnral leagnes existed, and that there won 
wretches wicked enon^, merdy far the gratifies 
Hon of malign^ spite or the enjoyment of son* 
iMastly revelry, to become tbe wretched bIbtcs. 
«f infernal spirils, most jnst and equitable weidd 
he tibose laws wUcb cnt them off mna the midst 
«f tmrj Christian conmMiaweaUi. Bnt it is still 
Biorejnst aBdeqnitable.baftmpaBslimtBtbeia- 
flietod for any crmoe^ to prove that there is » 
ability of that ernne hcii^ committal Wb 
therein, advanced an iB^oitaat step m 
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Ewre, 
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4ftr «MBuy, whtm we bave aMartmed that th» 
wHeA af tha Old Teatumit w«a mI oajpaUa oC 
OKf thisg beyond tha adminiatnrtiaii ot bal^iL 
drag!, w tb» pnetkinK of paltar impaatan^ io. 
qtkorwMrda, tut ibe md nac hold the ckanetar 
aacribad t* » raodwa aar c a r aa p . Wa hare t^am 
zMMvad aoft of tha argfiawtt tha atirtlwy ol^eo- 
tian, that, in dmyui^ the exiitencQ «f witduraV 
we danT tha powibility of a crime which was, 
dadand ci4Htal ia the M«Hie law; ad are lef); 
at fidl liberty to adapt the ma ion, that the ntoiv 
iBOdsm syaten af witehomft was a part, and bjr 
na ■wanii the leaat gnaa, of that naas of mora 
wkuit appeared ameag the mmAtn i^Ae Chria- 
tim Church, when tluir n^ea, beeMBiag gi»> 
dnatty oomMted by tha devioea d tatn, and th» 
IwMriMn of thow aalMHM ameiiff whm it vaa 
yrcad, i^wed a ligh^ iodeed, Mt ana deeply 
tiaged with the reiBaiiia of tiiat rery piwu igno- 
nwoa iriiich ita diviae foBsdw c^ne to dii^eU 

W« will, in a fiitaire part <tf thia ^t^niry, en- 
deftTOiir te abow that many of the particalar ap- 
tidaa of the pt^Hdar belief renectiBg nu^c and 
nteheraft were deriTed Snm the (yinioni whidt 
the aaoMt heathemt Mttwrtained at put <^ tbur 
■vtifion. To reoo^mend them, bewerer, tbejp 
bad pcindplea lying deep m the hwnan Dund and 
baart of aU times t the tendency to belief in wo- 
funatuni agenoea ii aataral, and ndeed taemi 
aaimartad with, and deduced from, the in roln ab lg 
«anncti<«eftbe certainty of afntoreetata. Mor»- 
«ver, it ia T«ary paai iM e that partienlar atoriea of 
Hue daaa may boto taemcd nndaniable in tiie daA 
^ea, thongfa ear better inatmcted penod can nsv 
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plain them in a satirfictory manner, by ^ excited 
temperament of spectatori, or the inRuence of de^ ' 
lustong produced by derangement of the inteHecti 
or imperfect reports of ^e external Hensee. They 
obtained, however, imiTersd fnith and credit ; and 
the charchmen, either from ernft or from igno- 
raiKe, ftroured the prog;ress of a belief which cer< 
tainly Gontribnted, in a moat powerful manner, to 
extend their own anthority over the haman mind- 
To paee from the pa^na of antiquity — the Mr* 
homeUme, though their profession of &ith is ok- 
dnsively unitarian, were accounted worshippers 
of evil spirits, who were supposed to aid them ia 
their continual warfare a^inst the Cbristiftnt, Or 
to protect and defend them in the Holy Land) 
where their abode gave 80 much scandal and o^ 
fence to the devout. Romance, and eren history^ 
combined in representing all who were out of tb^ 
paleof the Church as the personal rassais of Satan, 
who played his deceptions openly amongst them ; 
and Mahound, Termagaunt, and ApoUo were, in 
the opinion of the Western Crasaders, only ao 
many names of the Arch-fiend and fail prindpal 
angels. Themostenormousfictions,spreadaln'oMl 
And believed through Christendom, attested the 
fiict, tbat there were open displays of gnpevnaturat 
aid afforded by the evil spirits to the Turks and 
Saracens ; and fictitious reports were not less li- 
bera) in aggigning to the Christians extraordinary 
means of defence through the direct protection of 
blessed saints and angels, or of holy men, yet in 
the flesh, but already anticipating the privileges 
proper to a state of beatitude and glory, end poa> 
eessing the power to work miraclei. 
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ToahowtheoztremegrouneMoftheaelegeiHU, 
-vr9 may ^re an example from the romance of 
Hicbard Cienr da Lion, premiBiog, at the Mxm 
time, that, like etlier romaacea, it waa written in 
what the anther deRigned to be the ity le of true 
liiitorjr, and was addreaaed to hearers and reader), 
not aa a tale of fiction, but a real narrative of 
&cta, 10 that the legend is a proof of what tha 
age esteemed credible, and were disposed to be- 
liere, as mouh as if it had been extracted from a 
grarer chronicle. 

The renowned Saladin, it is stud, had dispatch- 
ed an embassy to King Richard, with the present 
of a colt, recommended as a gallant warhors^ 
diallenging Cceur de Lion to meet him in ainsle 
.«ombat between the armies, for the purpose of de> 
«ding at once their pretensions to the Und of Pa- 
lettine, and the theological question, whether the 
- God of the Christians, or Jupiter, the deity of the 
•Saracens, should be the future object of adoratitHi 
by ^e subjects of both monarchs. t^ow, under tbii 
.seemingly chivalrous defiance, waa concealed a 
jnost onkuightly stratagem, and which we may, 
M the same time, call a very clumsy trick for 
the devil to be concerned in. A Saracen clerk had 
i4)Qiijured two devils into a mare and her colt, with 
itbe instruction, that whenever the mare neighed) 
,Uia foal, which was a brute of uncommon sizoi 
flhonld kneel down to sockiiis dam. The enchant* 
,ed foal was aent to King Jlichard, in the belief 
.that, the foal obeying the signal ofitsdam asusuali 
.the Soldan, who mounted the mare, might get an 
«asy. ad vantage over him. 

But the E^Dglish king was warned by an ang;el 



JB » dmm of tlw intended ■tndagcfli, uid the 
«olt WM, ky Ae orieetial mandMe, pr«rioiHly ^ 
^e centbat, ooDJnrad in t^ kvljr nanie, to ha 



obedtcBt to kia ridor during the eneouater. lln 
£endJi«rae intiBiated hu BiiMBiaBan by di 
Us bead, but his word wm not entirely a 



y creditea. 



Hifl ean were atopped witb vax. In thii con- 
dition, Richnrd, amed at aR potnts, and with vt^ 
rions nwrin of bit rrii^^m &idi di^layed on 
hia veapoBi, rode forth to aiaet Saladin, and tha 
Soldan, confident of big atratageai, eneonntend 
-him boldly. The mare neMied till ebe ahook the 
^ronnd for milee aronod. But tbo mddng den^ 
whom the wax prereoted from faeuiag tM im^ 
mraa, conld not obey tb« aiipial. ^iladin was 
^imoonted, and narrowly eac^ed death, while Ua 
«rmy were cnt to pieces by the OiriotianH. It m 
but an awkward t^ of wonder > where a demtm i» 
irorated by a tridc which coold bardly bare cbaat- 
•d a common horse-jockey ; but by iock Iwoada 
onraneeatorawereamBaedMdintereated.tiUtbeir 
belief re«»ecting: the demcni> of the Holy Laaad 
Mona to nare been not Terr &r different from 
diat expreaaed in the title of Ben Jonaon's play> 
■• The Devil is as Aas." 

One of the earlieat maps erer pobliabed, wkiA 
mp^eand at Rome in the l€tli century, intimatw 
a Bunilar belief in the connexion of the hea l fceP 
nations of the north ut Eoropo wUh the deawm 
<d the actual world. In Sitbona, Lil^nani«» 
Conrland, and such diatriota, Ae chart, fmwan^ 
it majr he swrpoaed, of an noennte acoonnt of dn 
oonntry, exhibits nide cola of titt fiar^lad nativei 
peyiaghMugc atlhe ihiiBM of'dMR«tu,wb« nake 
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tfwiBBelTei TMibly pmfflit to tbcna; while at ot^«r 
^Eon thev are di^layed as dwng battle wi& tha 
TeatMiie kni^ita, or etiier DuUtary asioctatieaB 
feraied lor the omiyerBion or expulsion of tfad 
iheatbens in tbcM parts. AinidAep^r*i>*i'U'>iMd 
witk setBiitars, ana dressed in ca^wis, tho fiendft 
are painted as assistiB^ tbem, powliayed in aU 
Ae modem koiTors of the claTea>foo(, or, as tbe 
Oennaas term it, borae's-Atot, bat-win^ saaow^ 
eyes, locks like serpentB, and tail like a dn^ik 
Tkese attribntee, it may be conorilf BotMe<^ 
themsdrea iiUimate tke eonnexion of modem d» 
monido^ witk tbe mytbology of tbe anci^tta. 
^e dormi foot is the attribute of Pan, to wkose 
talents for iasptring (error we owe the wardpan^ 
—the snaky tressM are bosrowed from tbe shield 
vf Miocrra, and the dragvn train alone seemt t» 
be oonneoted with tbe scriptural history.* 

Od>er heathen nations, whose meeds ooold not 
bare direcdy coidribBled to the Bystem of deDsov^ 
tAojgy, because tbeir nuuuwn and eren (keir ray 
ezisteaoe was unkoown when it was adoptee^ 
were nevertl^ess involred, so soon as EnropeaBS- 
became aoqnainted with them, in the same charm 
of witchcr^ and worship of deoMHu, bronght by 
tlMCitriitians of the middle ages, against thefaea> 
Aena of northmi Europe uid the Mahommedans 
ef tke £att. W« learn &om the iaformatioa of 
a Pwtngaeee voyager, tkat even the natire Chno> 

• XhsduMsUikledtoixHHaf tlw/ac^'int&iafmiiM- 
cIciit planisphere, encreTed in bronze, abant the end of ths 
13th centory, and called the Borgian Table, from ils potu 
•enoT, Car^nal Stephen Botyla, and -pr eaer r c d In M» Ma- 
•mm at Vektri. 
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'tiani, (cal]«d thoie of St Thomas,) whom the dis* 
coveren found in India when they first arrived 
there, fell under inspicion of diabolical practices. 
It was almnt in vain that the priests of one f^ 
their chapels produced to the Portugnese officer* 
and soldiers a hol;^ imare, and called on them, 
■■ g:oed Chriatiftns, to adore the blessed Virgis, 
The Bcnlptor had been so little acquainted with 
his art, and the hideous fona which lie bad pro* 
dnced resembled an inhabitant of the infemd 
regions so much more than Our liody of Grace, 
that one of the European officers, while, like liia 
-companions, be dropped on his knees, added the 
loud protest, that if the image represented the 
i>evit, he paid his homage to the Holj' Virgin. 

In South America the Spaniards justified the 
unrelenting cruelties exercised on the unhappy 
natives, by reiterating, in all their accounts of the 
conntries which they discovered and conquered, 
•that the ladiang, in their idol worship, were fa* 
Toured by the demons with a direct tnterconrsei 
and that their priests inculcated doctrines and 
lites the foulest and most abhorrent to Christini 
^irs. The great Snake-god of Mexico and other 
idols, worshipped with human sacrifices, and bathed 
in the gore of their prisoners, gave but too randt 
probability to this accusation ; and, if the imaga 
themselves were not actually tenanted by evil spi- 
rits, the worship which the Mexicans paid to them 
was founded upon such deadly cruelty and dark 
Bnperstition, as might easily be believed to have 
been breathed into mortals by the ^ency of helL 
\ Even in North America, the first settlers in 
New England, and other pivrts of that immense 
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coBtinent, nnifdnnly agreed tlwt they detected, 
Mnong die inhabitanta, tracet of aa intiniBte con- 
nexion with Satan. It is scarce necessary to r&- 
mwk, that this opinion was fouDded exclaeively 
npon the tricks practised by the native PowahSf 
or cnnuing men, to raise themselves to influence 
among the chiefs, and to obtain esteem with the 
pe<^le, which, possessed aa they were profession- 
fi\y of some sluU io jugglery, and the knowledge 
,of some medical herbs and secrets, the understand- 
ing of the colonists was unable to trace to their 
xeal source — legerdemain and impostore. By the 
Itccount, however, of the Rerereiia Cotton Mather, 
in his Magnalia, bookvi.,* he does not ascribe to 
these IndianconjurergaDyekill greatly superior to 
4t. maker of almanacks, or common fortuue-telter. 
v'* They," says the Doctor, " unirergally acknow- 
. -Jedged and worshipped many gods, and therefore 
Jiigbly esteemed and reverenced their priests, 
fovaita, or wizards, who were esteemed as having 
immediate converse with the gods. To them, 
Aerefore, they addressed themselves in all di£B- 



ludt cases; yet could not all that desired that dig- 
-itity, as they, esteemed it, obtain familiarity with 
:tite infernal spirits. Nor were all powahs alike 



MKceasful in their addresses; bnt they became 
4iich, either by immediate revelation, or in the 
me of certun rites and ceremonies, which tradi- 
tion had left as conducing to that end. In so 
nnch, that parents, out of aeal, often dedicated 
their children to the gods, and educated them 
accordingly, observing a certain diet, debarring 

■ On BnnaikaUe Mcrciet of DivJue Providence. 



sleep. && : y«t of the miuijr d«MgTied, bat few 
obtained their desire. Sappoaing; that where the 
pnetice of wilcJicntft has been hig;hl]r esteemed, 
there mnit be given tbe plainest demonstratios of 
morbftla baring. &miliarity with infernal spirita, I 
■m willing to let my reader know, that, not nuurj 
years gince, here died oneof thepowabs, whone* 
rer pretended to astrological knowledge, yet coold 
precisely infonn Mcb who desired his sssigtance, 
from whence g^}ods stolen from them were gone, 
and whither carried, with many thinga of tbe like 
nature ; nor waa be ever known to endearonr b> 
conceal his knowledge to be immediately from a . 
god tttbtervient to him that the English uorsAp. 
This powah being, by an Englishman worthy of 
credit, (who lately informed me of the same,) de< 
sired to advise him who had t^en certain goodi 
which bad been stolen, bavuig formeily been u 
eye-witness of bis ability, tbe powah, after a 
little pausing, demanded why be requested that 
from him, since himself serred another God? that 
therefore he coold not help him ; but added, ' If 
you am believe that my god may hdp you, I wQl 
try what I can do ;' which diverted the man from 
fiirtber enquiry. I must a little digress, and t^ 
my reader, that this powab's wife was accounted 
a godly woman, and lived in tbe practice and pro- 
fession of the Christian religion, not only by the 
approbation, but encouragemeat of her basbani 



8ba coatiantly prayed in the family, and attend- 
ed tbe public worship on the Lord's days. He 
declared that be could not blame her, for that iha 



served a god that was above his ; but that as to 
himself, his god's continued kindnesi obliged him 
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nst to fomk9 his iervice." It xppean, from thfl 
above and nmilor pNHsg«e, tfakt Dp Cotton Ma* 
ther, Ml Iiofiett and deroat, but infficientlv cre- 
dnloH man, bad mistftken iba pnrpoM of tho to- 
lerant powtih. Tlie latter only denred to «Indfl 
tbe (iec«Mit;r of his praetioei htavg brought nndn: 
dw obaerrmt «ye of an European, while he found 
an ingenioos apology in the admitted superiority 
vhidi he naturally conceded to the Deity of a 
people, adnnoed, as be might wM oonceire, ao 
far above bis own in power and attainments, as 
night reasonably infer a corresponding superior- 
ity in the nature and objects of their worship. 

fVom another nnrratire, we are entitled to in- 
fer that the Bnropean wizard wag held superior 
to ^e native sorcerer of North America. Among 
the numberlets extraraganoes of the Scottish 
DifseBters of the 17th century, now canonised 
in a lump by those wbo view them in the general 
light of enemies to I^dacy, was a certain gfaip- 
matter, called, fi-om his size, Meikle John Oibb. 
'nis man, aper«0A called Jamie, and one or two 
ottier men, besides twenty or thirty females who 
adhered to them, went the wildett lengths of 
enthusiasm. Clibb headed a party, wbo followed 
Mm mte the moortnndB, and at the Ford Moss, 
between Airth and Sthiing, banied their Bibles, 
as SBt'aet of solemn adherence to their new feitb. 
Tbvf were apprehended in eonseqnence, and com- 
oMttedte prison; and the rest of the Dissenters, 
however differently they were affected by the per- 
secution of government when it applied to tbera- 
srires, were nevertheless much offended that these 
poor mad' people were not brought to coital pn- 
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nishment for their blasphemoui extraraganceat 
and imputed it as afresh crime to the Duke of York, 
that, though he could not be often accused of toler- 
ation, he oouBidered the discipline of the house of 
eorrection as more likely to bring; the uufortanate 
Gibbites to their seuses, than the more dignified 
seTcrities of a public trial and the gallows. The 
Cameronians, however, did their best to correct 
this BcandtdouB lenity. As Meikle John Gibb, 
who was their comrade in. captivity, used to di»- 
turh their worship in jail by his maniac howling, 
two of them took turn about to hold him down 
by force, and silence him by a napkin thrust into 
Lis mouth. This mode of quieting the unlucky 
heretic, though safficientlyemphatic,beingdeeme« 
ineffectual or incourenieut, George Jackson, aC*- 
meroniaa, who afterwards suffered at the gallowa, 
dashed th« maniac with his feet and hands agwnst 
the wall, and beat him so severely, that the rest 
were afraid that be had killed him outright Af« 
ter which specimen of fraternal chastisement, the 
lunatic, to avoid the repetition of the discipline, 
whenever the prisoners began worship, ran behind 
the door, and there, with bis own napkin crammed 
into his mouth, sat howling like a chastised cur. 
But on being finally transported to America, Joh> 
Gibb, we are assured, was much admired by the 
heathen for his familiar converse with the devil 
bodily, and offering sacrifices to him. " He died 
there," saysWalker," about theyear 1720."* We 

* See Patrick Walker's Biographia IVMbftiriuia, to), 
ii. p. S3 ; alio God'i Judgment apMi Pnrccnton, and 
'Wodroint'i Hiitorf, upon the article John Gibb. 
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most neceflsarily infer, thiit the pretensions of tlie 
natives to supernatural cDrnmnnication could not 
be of a high class, since we find them honouring 
tbie poor madman as their superior ; and, in ge- 
mral, that the magic, or powahing, of the North 
American Indians, was not of a nature to he much 
apprehended hy the British colonists, since the 
natires thenuelres gave honour and precedence 
to those Europeans who came among them with 
the character of posgesBing intercourse with the 

Sirits whoni they tfaemBelres professed to wor- 
ip. 

Notwithstanding this inferiority on the part 
of the powahs, it occurred to the settlers that the 
heathen Indians and Roman Catholic Frenchmen 
were particularly favoured by the demons, who 
sometimes adopted their appearance, and showed 
themselves in their likeness, to the great annoy- 
ance of the colonists. Thus, in the year 1692, a 
party of real or imaginary French and Indians ex- 
Lihited themselves occnsionally to the colonists of 
tiie town of Gloucester, in the county of Essex, 
New England, alarmed the country around very 
greatly, skirmished repeatedly with the English, 
.and caused the raising of two regiments, and the 
dispatching a strong reinforcement to the assist- 
ance of the settlement. Bnt as these visitants, 
by whom they were plagued more than a fortnight, 
though they exchanged fire with the settlers, ne- 
ver killed or scalped any one, the English became 
convinced that they were not real Indians and 
Frenchmen, but that the devil and his agents had 
d such on appearance, altbongh seemingly 






not enabled effectiullf to si^port it, for die m»- 
kitiAioii of the colaaf .* 

It appean, then, that the ideas of snpentition 
which the more igoorant cosTerta to the ChriatiaB 
faith borrowed from the wreck of the danic my- 
thology, were bo rooted in the nunda of tbnr aoe- 
ceiMtrs, that these fonnd cormboration of their 
liuth in demonology in the practice of every pa< 
gan nation whose deitiny it waa to eaconnter them 
as enemiei, and that as well within the lintita of 
Europe, as in every other part of the globe to 
which their arms were carried. In a word, it may 
be safely liud down, that the commonly recetred 
doctrine of demonology, presenting the same ge- 
neral outlines, though varied according to ue 
fancy of particular nations, existed through all 
Europe. It seems to hare been founded origt- 
naily on feelings incident to the human heart, or 
diseases to which the human frame is Irabler—to 
have been largely augmented by what elssaie su- 
perstitions survived the ruins of paganism, — and 
to have re4«ived new contributions front the opi- 
nions collected among the barbarous nations, whe- 
ther of the east or of the west. It is now a eees - 
sary to enter more minutely into the question, and 
endeavour to trace from what especial sources the 
people of the middle ages derived those aotioas, 
which gradually assumed the shape of a regolar 
system of demonology. 
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LETTER III. 

CTttdofZeT«atler---rtixivfdpaTti^ into «(*»( H^idJuK Na~ 
tiau — iMtanimaiiiongtlMCdikTriiao/Scoliaitd — Bd- 
taiu Feast — GitdemiBi'i Croft — Sack eimsa adniUed iitte 
CbrUtianilt) after the earfier Ages of ihe Chiirck — Law 
eftheRoBuaa agaoist Wilchcraft — Sonian Customs sur- 
vive tfiefaU of their Religion — Instances — Demonchgy of 
Ike Northern Barhariaia — JVkAjoi — Bhar-geift- — Cor- 
reafondtate betiaeen ike Nortkem and Romim WMtes — 
Tht pooler of Faadnatiim ascribed to tie Soreeretsa— 
Exangilefrom the Eifrbiggia Sa^a — Tbe ProphOestet of 
th£ Germans— The Gods of ValhaUanoi highly regaided 
h their Worshim-ers— Often defied by the Champions— 
Dtmota of the Jvort'l — Ston/ of Atsueil and Asmusd — 
Action of EjeetMent agamst Spectres — Adventure of ■ 
CJua^ion mik the Goddess Fregu—Crnvtrnon cf the 
J'agana of Icdand to Chritlimi^ — JVorthem SvpereH. 



The creed of Zoroaster, vhich naturally oconrft 
to uDBsaUted reason as a mode of accounting for 
the mingled eicisteDce of good amd eril in the vi- 
aiUe world — that belief which, in wie modification 
or Buothw, aapposes the co-exiateoceof abenerfn 
lent and malevolent principle, which contend toge- 
ther without mther being able deciaively to prerail 
over his antagonist, leads the fear and awe deeplv 
impKeosedMithehttmaumindtotheworahipaaweU 
(rftbeauthorofevilrBotremendoas in all the effects 
of which credolilf Bcconnta him the primary causey 
u to that of hia great opprntent, who is loved uid 



adored as tbe father of all tbat is good and bona- 
tiful. Nny, such ia tlie timid servility of buman 
nature, that the worshippers will neglect the altars 
of the Author of good, rather than Uiat of Arima- 
nes, trusting with indifference to the well-knowb 
mercy of the one, while they shrink from the idea 
of irritatiug the Tengeful jealousy of the awful fa- 
ther of evil. 

The Celtic trihes, by whom, nnder rarioos de- 
nominations, Europe seems to have been origia- 
ally peopled, possessed, in common with ouier 
savages, a natural tendeacy to the worship of the 
evil principle. They did not, perhaps, adore Ari- 
maues under one sole name, or consider the malig- 
nant divinities as sufficiently powerful to under- 
take a direct struggle with the more benevolent 
gods ; yet they thoaght it worth while to propi- 
tiate them by various expiatory rites and prayers, 
that they, and the elementary tempests, which they 
conceived to be under their direct command, might 
be merciful to suppliants who had acknowledged 
their power, and deprecated their vengeance. 

Remains of these superstitions might be traced 
till past the middle of the last century, though fast 
becoming obsolete, or passing into mere popular 
customs of the country, which the peasantry ob- 
serve, without thinking of their origin. About 
1769, when Mr Pennant made his tour, the cere- 
mony of the Baaltein, Beltane, or First of May, 
though varying in different districts of the High- 
landsv was yet in strict observance ; and the cake, 
which was then baken with scrupulous attenti<m 
to certain rites and forms, was divided into frag- 
ments, which were formally dedicated to bird* or 



DEMOIfOLOttT am WrrCHCRAFT. 89 

beasts of preyi tliRt tliey, or ratber tlie being 
wbme Bcents tbey were, migbt apBre the flocks 
Mid herdg.* 

Another enatom of siniUar origin lingered lata 
among na. In many pariabefl of Scotland, there 
waa snffwed to exist a oertun portion of landt 
oalled Aeffudemcm's crqft, which was nerer plongh* 
ed or cultivated, bat suffered to remain waste,, 
like the Temenos of a pagan temple. Though it 
was not expressly arowed, no one doubted that 
the goodmaa's croft was set apart for some eril 
beinr ; in £tot, tbat it was the portion of the arch- . 
fiend himself, whom oar ancestors distinguished 
by a name, which, while it was generally aader* 
stood, could not, it was anpposed, be offensive to 
the stem inhabitant of the regions of deapidr. 
'niis was so general a custom, that the chnrch 
published an ordinance against it as an impioni 
and blasphemons osage. 

This smgolar custom sunk before the efforts of 
the clergy in the seTftnteeuth century ; but there 
most stUlbe many alive, who in childliood hare 
been taught to look wi^ wonder on' knolls and 
patiihes of ground left oncalttT^ed, because, 
whenever a ploughshare entered the soil, the 
elementary spirits were supposed to testify their 
diapleunre by storm and thnnder. Within our 
own memory, many such places, sanctified te 
barrenness by some iavounte popnlar snpersti- -. 
tion, existed, both in Wales and Ireland, as well 

• Sec Pennuit'* Soot»<h Tear, Tcd. I. p. 111. The ti*. 
ifdlar numtlmu thtf SMU iMlval of tke MUM Und was, la 
Us tine, slncrTtd in GlaiuiftardiiN. . . 
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OB in Scotland ; bnt the high price of agrico!tU' 
ral produce daring the late war, renders it donbt*' 
fal if a TeneratioQ for grejrbearded snperititioii 
has suffered e.ay one of them to remain andese- 
crated. For the tame rea«on, the monntg called 
Sith Bhruaith were respected, and it wna deemed 
unlawful and dangerous to cnt wood, dig earth 
and stones, or otherwise diitnrh them.* 

Now, it may at first sight seem strange that 
the Christian religion shonld hare permitted the 
eiiistence of such gross and impious relics of hea- 
thenism, in a land where its doctrines had obtain- 
ed universal credence. Bnt this will not appeair 
so wonderful, when it is recollected that the arigi< 
nol Christiaas under the heathen emperors were 
cblled to conrersion by the voice of apostles and 
Saints, invested for the purpose with miraculoot 
powers, as well of language, for communicating 
their doctrine to the Gentiles, as of cures, for the 
pDrpose of authenticating tbeir mission. These 
converts most have been in general such elect 
persons as were effectnally called to make part of 
the infant church ; and when hypocrites ventured, 
like Ananias and Sapphira, to intrude themselves 
into so select an association, they were liable, at 
the Divine pleasure, to be detected and punish* 
'ed. On the contrary, the nations who were con- 
verted after Christianity bad become the religion 
-uf the empire were not brought wttliin the pale 
«pon such a principle of selection, as when the 



\,hj'^ 
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dmch consisted of « few indiridnaif, who hadi 
upon ctmriction, exchaog^ed the orora <tf tbe p*- 
nn religion for the dangers and duties iBcnrred 
by those who embraced a faith inferring' the self- 
denial of it* votaries, and at the same time expo- 
sii^ them to penecution. Wlieii the cross becuse 
triumphant, aad ita cause no longer required the 
direction of inspired men, or the evidence of mi- 
roeles, to compel relactant belief, it is evid«it that 
the eonVertB who thronged ioto thefold miut have, 
many of them, entered because Christianity was 
the prevailing faith — many hecauae it was the 
church, the members of which rose most readily 
to promotion— -many, finally, who, though content 
to resign the worship of pagan divinities, could 
not, at once, clear their mmds of heath^i ritual 
and he&theu observances, which they inconsist- 
ently laboured to unite with the more simple and 
majestic faith that disdained such impure nnioa. 
If diis was the case, even in the Roman empire, 
where the converts to the Christian faith mut 
have found, among the earlier members of the 
church, tbe readiest and the soundest instruction, 
how much more imperfectly could those foreini 
and barbarous tribes receive the necessary reli- 
gious information from some zealous and enthn- 
aiastic preacher, who cbri^ened them by hundreds 
in one day 7 Still less could we imagine them to 
have acquired a knowledge of Christianity, in the 
genuine and perfect sense of the word, when, as 
was frequently the case, they only assumed the 
pndesHon of the religion thut liad become the 
choice of some favoured chief, whose example 
they followed in mere love aad loyalty, without, 
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perhnps, attaching more consequence to achan^ 
of religion than to a change of garments. Such 
hasty converts, professing themselres Chriatiani, 
but neither weaned from their old belief, nor in- 
structed in their new one, entered the sanotonn 
without laying aside the superstitions with whiw 
their young minds had been imbued ; Mid accus- 
tomed to a plurality of deities, some of them, wlio 
bestowed nnusuol thought on the matter, might 
be of opinion, that, in adopting the God of the 
Christians, they had Dot renounced the serrice of 
every inferior power. 

If, indeed, the laws of the empire could hare 
been supposed to harehad any influence orerthoM 
fierce barbarians, who conceived that the empire 
itself lay before thera as a spoil, they might bavo 
been told that Constantiae, taking the offence of 
alleged magicians and sorcerers in the same light 
in which it was viewed in tlie law of Moses, had 
denounced death against any who used these un- 
lawful enquiries into futurity. " Let the unlawAd 
cariosity of prying into futurity," says the law, 
" be silent in every one henceforth and for ever.* 
For, subjected to the avenging sword of the law, 
he shall be punished capitally who disobeys our 
commands in this matter." 

If, however, we look moreclosely into this enact- 
ment, we shall be led to conclude that the civil law 
does not foand upon the prohibitions and penalties 
in Scripture ; although it condemns the art mathe- 
matica (for the most mystic and uncertain of nil 
sciences, real or pretended, at that time held the 

■ Codex, lib. Ix. Ut. IS, tmp. 1,2,3,6,6,7,9. 
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title which now dHtingiiiihei the moat exact) u a 
dunnable art, and utterly iDterdicted, and declares 
that the practitioners therein ahoald die by fire, a> 
enemiei of the human raco — yet the reeaon of thi» 
severe treatment seems to be different from that 
acted upon in the Mosaiosl institutions. The weight 
of the crime among the Jews was placed on the blas- 
phemy of the diviners, and tlieir treason against 
the theocracy instituted by Jehovah. The Ro- 
man legislators were) on the other hand, moved 
chiefly by the danger arising to the person of the 
prince and the qmet of the state, so apt to be un- 
aottled by every pretence or encouragement to in- 
novation. The reigning emperors, therefore, were 
desirous to place a check upon the mathematics, 
(as they termed the art of divination,) much more 
for a political than a religious cause, since we ob- 
serve, in the history of the empire, how often the 
dethronement or death of the sovereign was pro- 
duced by conspiracies or mutinies which tooh 
tiieir rise from pretended prophecies. In this 
mode of viewing the crime, the lawyers of the 
lower empire acted upon the example of those 
who had compiled the laws of the twelve tables.* 

* By tbis mora ancient code, the puniabmeDt of death 
vrns indeed denounced agaimt (hose who destroyed crops, 
Bwnkened storms, or brought over to their bams end gat- 
ntrs tlie fmits of the earth ; but, by good fortune, it left 
the BgrioalmriMa of the psiod at iiberty to lue the aaaaa 
they thought most proper to render their flelda fertile end 
plentiful. Pliny Infornu us, that one Caius Furiui Cre- 
ilnUB, a Roman of mean estate, raised larger crops from • 
■mall field, than his neighbours oonld obtain from more' 
ample possessions. He wm brought before the Jadg^ 
upon a idurge, averring tbat he coDJored the fruits of the 
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The miBtakcB and mi^Med derolion wHicli Ho- 
race recommeiuls to tite mrtil nyniph, Fhidyle^ 
would have been a crime of a de«p dye in a Chri»> 
tiaa oonrert^ and mitHt liav« aubieeted him to 
exeommunicAtion, ea one relapsed to the ritea 
of p^;uiism ; hot he might indulge his gnpenti- 
tioii) hy ■nj^oiing', that though he must not- 
vonhip Fan or Ceres as gods, he was at liber- 
ty to fear tbem in their new capacity of fiend*. 
Some eomjHvmige between die fear and tlie ood-- 
science of the new cofiTerts, at a time when the 
fjinrch no longer consisted exclusirely of saints, 
martyra, and ooufesiore, the diaciplea of inspired 
Apostles, led them, and even their priestly gaides, 
subject like themselves to human passions aad 
csTon, to resort as a charm, if not ma an act of 
worship, to those sacrifices, words, and ritual, by 
irhich the heathen, whom they had snoceede^ - 
p^tended to arrest evil, or proevire benefits. 

When such belief in a hostile priaeiple and iti- 
imaginations was become general in the Roman 
empire, the igaorance of its conqoerors, those 
wild nations, Franks, Goths, Vandals, Huas, and 
similur claaaes of unrefined humanity, made them 
prone to an error which there were few jndicions 
preachers to warn them against; and we ought ra- 
ther to wonder and admire the Divine clemency, 
which imparted to so rude nations the light of 
the Gospel, and disponed tbem to receire a r^igioB 

(tutfa, produced bj liii neighbours' fanni, into Ua own pw- 
seBaioii. Cr«jqui appeared, and, hariiif proved the retora 
of bis farm to b« the produce at his awn herd (sd imremit- 
ting laitaia. a* weU »• wpwiar skiU, was iHimiMHil with 

the bigllCSt faoBCWTf, 



AKD WITCHCRAFT. 95 

flo repagnant to their warlike habits, than ikat 
tbey shonld, at the same time, h»re adopted many 
grttea snpentitiom, borrowed from the pagans 
or retained nambra^ of those which had made 
part of their own national fonnB of heathenism. 

Thne, thong:h the throaes of Jupiter, and the 
anperior deities of the heathen Pantheon, were 
totally orerthrown and broken to pieces, frag- 
malts of tb^r worship, and many of their rites, 
•DrriTed the conrersion to Christianity, — nay, are 
ia exiatence erra at this late and enlightened pe- 
riod, althongh those by whom they are practised 
hare not preserved the kast memory of their ori- 
gin^ purpose. We may hastily mention one or 
two costomB of classical origin, in addition to the 
Beltave and those already notioed, which retnaiB 
M examples that the manners of the Romans once 
gare the tone to the greater part of the island of 
Britain, and at least to the whole which waa to 
the south of the wall of Serems. 

The following customa still linger in the Bonth 
of Scotland, and belong to this class : The bride, 
wheBshe«iter8 the bouse of her hiubuid, is lifted 
over the tbreahold, and to step on it, or orer il^ 
voluntarily, is recktmed a bod omen. This custom 
was nnirersal in Rome, where it was observed as 
keeping in memory the rape of the Sabines, and 
that it waa by a show of violence towards the fe- 
males, that the object of peopling the oity was at- 
tained. Onthesameoccasion, a sweet cake, baked 
for the paqMse, is broken above the bead of the 
bride ; which U also a rite of classic anti([nity. 

In like manner, the Scottish, even of the better 
rank, avoid conlftaiiig marriage in the montb of 
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May, vhicb genial season of flowers and breeao 
might, in other respects, appear «o pecnliarly fa- 
vourable fur that purpose. It was specially ob- 
jected to the inarrioge of Mary with the profligate 
£:erl of Bothwell, that the union was formed with- 
in this interdicted month. This prejudice was bo 
rooted among the Scots, that, in 1684, a set of en- 
thusiasts, called Gibbites, proposed to renounce it, 
among a long list of stated festivals, fast days, po- 
pish relics, not forgetting the profane names of 
the days of tlie week, names of the months, and 
all sorts of idle and silly practices which their ten- 
der consciences took an exception to. This ob- 
jection to solemnize marriage in the merry iuond> 
of M>iyi however fit a season for coortebip, is alas 
borrowed from the Roman pagans, which, had 
these fanatics beep aware of it, would have been 
an additional reason for their anathema agfunst 
the practice. The ancients bare given us as « 
maxim, that it is only bad womm who marry in 
that month.* 

Tlie custom of saying, God bless you, when^ 
perspD in company sneezes, is, in lilte manner, de- 
rived from sternutation being considered at jt 
crisis of the plague at Athens, and the hope that, 
when it was attained, the patient had a i^ance of 



But besides these, and many other customa 
which the various nations of jSurope received 
from the classical times, and which it is not our 
object to investigate, they derived from tbence » 
ehpal of superstitious beliefs, wHich, blended and 

* tf sIk ludHDt Ablat 



DEMONOLOOV AMD WITCHCRAFT. 97 



ningled with those which they brought with then 
out of their own conntry, fostered and formed tha 
materials of a demonological creed, which has de* 
Bcended down almost to our own times. Nixas, or 
Nicksa, a rirer or ocean god 
shores of the Baltic, seems ti 
tested possession of the attributes of Neptnne. 
Amid the twilight winters and orerpowerin^ 
tempests of theie gloomy regions, he had been 
not unnaturally chosen as the power most adverse 
to man, and the supernatural character with 
which he was inrested, has descended to our time 
nnder two different aspects. The Nixa of the 
Oennans is one of those fascinating and lovely 
feys whom the ancients termed Naiads ; and un- 
less her pride is insulted, or her jealousy awaken- 
ed, by an inconstant lorcr, her temper is gene- 
-Tally mild, and her actions beneficent. The Old 
Nick, known in England, is an equally genuioe 
descendant of the northern sea god, and possesses 
» larger portion of bis powers and terrors. Tha 
British sailor, who fears nothing else, confeaaea 
ibis terror for this terrible being, and believes him 
the author of almost all the rarious G&Iamities to 
which the precarious life of a seaman is so coit- 
ttneally exposed. 

The Bhar-fuest, or Bhar-geist, by which Dam« 
It is generally acknowledged through varions 
country parti of England, and particularly in 
Vorkshire, also called a Dobie — a local spectre 
which haunts a parttcntar spot under Tariont 
forms — is a deity, as his name implies, of Teuto- 
nic descent ; and if it be true, as the author has 
beeA informed, that some families bearing thv 
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taaae «( Dobie carry a phanttm, or spectre pac^ 
•ant, in tfaeir BFmorial beuin^* it ^raly im* 
plies, that, howersF &m word Bwy bave been se- 
tected iw a [Hvper nione, ita ori^Bat deriratioB 
ftad not then Men iorgo^eti, 
■ The dawic mythoJogy presented n ume r wiw 
peiBts in whieh it readily coalesced with that ef 
Ihe Gennans, Danes, and Nnrthmen ef a later 
period. 7%ey recognised (^ power of KrietliOt 
Canidia, and other sorceresses, whose- spells eoidd 



peiplex the oonrse of the elemema, intere^ the 
nAaence ef the sa, and prevent his benefirial 
deration upon the frnits of the earth ; call down 



Uie moon from her appcnated sphere, and dwtnrb 
thflori^naland destined conrse-ofDatarehy their 
words and charms, and the power of the eril spi- 
rits whom they evoked. They were also profes- 
nonsUy implicated in all snoh mystie and secret 
lites ^d ceremonies as w«e oaed to eoni»Iiat» 
Ae tkraar of the infernal powers, whose disposi?* 
tiens wera snppMed as dark and wi^wwd, tm 
Aeir realms were gloomy and dimutl. Snoh hagg 
inre- freqoent agents in the Tiolatim of bbm^ 
vied bodies, and it was belioT-ed, by the mlgar at 
least, that it was dangereus to leare eorpsea nn- 
goai^ed, lest they should be mangled by tbar 
'witehes, wha toM fron theta the most dioice 

• A rfi^lsr hMTiar<^ >>*«> aKribirit fbr &• nma rta- 

ffAti^m ibutMiii ia » ihNtid able puHut, on ■ BbU 
azure Both bMrinp ue fminded on. what ]■ called oot- 
ibg IieraldT7, a *pcdM of art diimnud bj (be writen on 
"m Mfmce, yet nniTcnallrmade DM of by tboM wbo pra»^ 
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^Bf^iednsliesBi^iing-tiiar aiurtafs. AbAve^ 
it nraat not bo foraotteii' that tksie frightfol sar* 
CBTBaRi poM ta a o d die pow^ of tEtw^rmiiig 
ibeaudTsa and others iiita aaiflwlii, which wt* 
aied in theii d^ree of qoBdrnpeda, w in whafe 
ever otlier laborioai oosupaCion b^nga to tfa^ 
tntawhmei aUtts. The po«ti ef tba beathms, 
with Midton of fiotkm, wmk u Loeiui aad Aptfi 
lnn>r Mcrikc «U Aeae po««n to th« vrib)he» of 
tkrpB^ voiM, OMrimiing' tbem witb tha >ct <^ 
miHBmg, and of auUi^iiMgiealphilCiei,,ta sfr 
floea tfca w Bm ^ v m of llie ^wmg and- beuitiMt 

CTlm extent, thepsofdeoftlwiiBidifleagtaMUi* 
had to>dM mtdim of tbM; dkf. 

Sat io' Aim adopting tbo' mipeFstitioas of the 
■BtimtBi Hie coMmavors of the Bovwi oama^ 
mrnibiiwi thorn witti«iRUarartMl«8 of b«li^, which 
Ikey had brought witir then from ihm original 
■Bfti wiwiU ia tin North, ^wo- tfte enafianee of 
ki^oftha nine obaracter farmed a-groatfeatBra 
tn their Sagu and their Cbntnictea. It reqnint 
knt a aliglit aeqaaiatanee wHk tWae GamoaUim% 
•» onaUe Aa geadarto-recogMiae in the wldnlun* 
tm ol the Soalda,. tke StiyfflXy rar wttdi-wemaii ot 
mon daarioai dnoatea. In die;in>ttbem idsaa ^ 
witdwe, AoDO waa k9< wnriigion eoneeni«4 -mtli 
tWr lore ; on die contnaryi the poaaenion of mat 
«f«d kiMHriedge waa an eapaoial atteribate of Odin 
msadf ; and to intrada theaaaelreaiiuon aduty^ 
nd oaniMl him to intmot them ini^at the^ de- 
sired to knew, ifaa aaBeaatadnotaDsoto^iiiq^tfja 
bot of gallantry and hi^ conrage, among thoM 
■onaoflbv-aword'nMtflieipeafc 'PMfiMtroiui 
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potae^ecTaliigli repntaitibti ftr mH^I;,fbr proi^lie- 
tic powers, for ct-eating iHuaions ; nnd, if not capR^ 
t>1e of transformations 6f the IiAlnan bodjr, they 
were at least akl€ ib impose snclifilsriiiatfbii on th« 
sight of their eheinies, as tb c6ncMl for a period 
the objects of wliijsli they Vere in a^reh, ' 
' "Hiere is a remarkable story in ''the Eyrbiggii 
Saga, (Historia Eyranortiin,) gifin^f the resnlt of 
Rnch a controvergy between two Of these gifted 
Women, one of whom was determined on disco* 
venng and patting to dedth the son of the utheTf 
named Katia, who in a brawl had cnt off the hand 
iof the daughter- in 'law of Geirada. A party d^ 
taohed to avenge this wrong, by putting Oddo to 
death, returned deceived by the skill of his motber. 
T^ey had found onl y Katla, they sud, spinning flux 
from a large distaff. " Fools," aaii Geirada, " tkal 
distaff was the man you sought" They retamed) 
seized the distaff, and burnt it. Bat this second 
time, the witch disguised her son under the ap- 
searance of a tame kid. A third time he was A 
nog,wbichgrorelledaniongtheaihes. Theparty 
returned yet again ; augmented, as one of luitla^ 
nudens, who kept watch, informed her inistreii% 
by one in a blue lAantle. " Alas t" said Katla, " it 
is the sorceress Geirada, against whom spells arail 
not." Accordingly, the hostile party, entering for 
tbe fourth time, seized on tiie object of their ani. 
mosity, and pot him to death.* Hiit species of 
witchcrsA is well known in Scotland as the ffbt- 
mow, or deeeptio vmu, and was supposed to be a 
special attribute of ^e race of Gipsies. 

* EyrblKla fhn> >n Nwlbn AnUi>itlMi« 
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NeMer are thoM propbeteasea to be torgattmi, 
■o mnch honoured among the German tribes, tba^ 
W we are awaredbf Tacitus, thef row to the hig^heit 
rank in their councils, hy their snppoied supeni^ 
tnral knowledge, and even obtained a ihare in tbe 
direction of their armies. Thia pecnliarity in tba 
babita of the North was so general, that it wu no 
nnsBnal thing to see females, from respect to their 
sn^HMed views into futnrity, and tbe degree of di- 
▼ine inspiration which was voacbsafed to them, 
arise to the degree of Haxa, or chief priestess, 
from which comes the word HeM, now nnive^ 
atily nsed for a witch ; a circumstance which 
plainly shows, that the mythological svstem of tbe 
udent natives of the North nad given to the 
modern language an appropriate word for dif- 
tiagaishing those females who had intercourse 
with the spiritual world.* 

It is andentable that these Pythonesses werflf- 

■ " It miy be wonli wlii]« to nottct, that the word Rasa 
k still DMd In SootlBiid In its senae of ■ druidea, er cliisf 
^ietten, to distlDgnish the pl«f«« where such female* •!• 
tccised their rttiuL There is s species of inuU iatnOBb. 
menl on the weetero descoDt of the EiI4on hills, wUbh 
Itir Milne, in his icconnt of the pariah of Melrose, drawn, 
np about eighty years ago, mjn w\a denominated Bomjo, 
» word of unknown derivation, by which tbe place is still 
known. Here an uniTersal and eulMiiting tradition liore^ 
tJut human sacrifices were of yore offered, while the people 
assisting could behold the ceremony from the elevatioii oC 
the glacis, which slopes innard. ,WIth this place of sacrifioa 
communicated a path, still discernible, nailed the HaxtU- 
gale, leading to a small glen, or narrow railey, called the 
" " " " ■ .... ,j^,^j from 



)fM im b)^ aMpBot vial* tke paon »ligioa 
I^ated; bitl far that very f eaww itbey tiecwa .adi^' 
««* w B««Mi «8 tiw tribe wu cod wted to Cbiis- 
tia«itf. Tbeywtfe, «f ottarM^ if tl»f pveteDda^ 
to retfUB their iaflttMuet eiith«r -deqtiwd M impoBr 
taiv, or feued «■ aontreuMi uid the more umIh 
ki puticular imtuioee, they beeime -dreaded for 
Aeir power, the more they were detetfedi imdar 
tin DOBTiction that they derived it &amdM ens- 
ny -of loan. The deities of the nerdtem hea- 
th^ oBderweut ft Bimilar metaiu(Bid)OHa,.reaeHK 
Uii^ that proposed by Dcawoaiuir in the Bs* 
hesnalt who tbxetOeiu ■' to nuke a goduibsorilw 
lumHlf a devU." 

■ The warriors of the North recwred this new 
impreaHion concerning the influeBce of their dei> 
4eci|Uid the sonrce &om which it wa« derired,witli 
the more indifference, as their wonhip, when tli^ 
mythology waa uotf gtinerally eatanliahed, wm 
never of a rery reverential or devotional charac- 
ter> Their ideas of their own merely human 
^rowoBs waa bo higb, that the cbampiona madfl 
It .their boast, ai we have already hinted, they 
wovld not g;ive way in fight even to the immor- 
tal godi themae!vefl. Such, we learn from Cm- 
Bar, was the idea of the Oermans concerning the 
Buevi or SwabiuiB) a tribe to whom the othert 
yielded tUe palm of valour ; and many individual 
atories are t<dd in the Sagw conoraving bold 
ehampicHiB, who had fisagfat, not only with the 
sorcerers, bnt widi the demigods of uie system, 
and come off nnharmed, if not victoriouB, in the 
contest, Hother, for example enceuatered the 
god Thor in butle, at Diiwaeikv kiiie £liad, enga* 
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gcB with Man, >adwi^ like SBOGfiM. Bntboline* 
i|^ves Be i>q>etited cxainples o£ the unw ]chi4 
** Know thia," laid Kuutaa to Olaus TriggoBse]^ - 
f that I believe neiUier is idols or demoiu. Iluw* 
txsTBUed throi^h vtaimm strai^ couilneif vh4 
liave ancoantored man j giaati mid taoaaten, aai 
hKTB merer been ocuqiiored fay them ; I therefos* 
put lay Bole bust ik my owb streiigth of bodv 
and courage of booI." Another yet more brea4 
«nMrer-wae imule bt St Olaait Km; of Norway, 
by Gaakater. -■' I am neither Pagan am Chriii> 
tian. My aomradeB «od 1 |irofete no other relU 
gioB tbao a perfect oon&lence in our «iwn strength 
and inrkicibility in battle." Such -chieftains were 
(if the sect of MeBen^ua- — 

" Doitra mlki l>eiia, et tdnm, gued mUdle libra, 
KoDG addnt r* 

And we CBSiiGt wvnder Aat -chanqHonB of suck « 
daracter, caiglew of dieir gods while yet acloiow* 
lodged as sat^ readily regarded them as demtM^ 
after ibeir nwrersion to Chrietianity. 

To incor the higihest extrwoity of dang^ be- 
aaae acoouoted a proof of that uisuperable valoar 
for which erery Korthmaa deaired to be famed^ 
and their anaals afford tnuneroua instances of elk 
counters with ghosts, witches, fuiie^ and fiends, 
whom the Kiemp^, or fhawpious, compelled to 
submit to tlwir mere mortal strenffth, and yicJd 
to their service the weapons or other treasures 
which they. gnarded in their tombs. 
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Tile Nonemen vera the more prone to t!ieM 
anpentitiotis, because )t vu a ftiTvorite fititc^ »f 
' theirs thnt, in many instances, the change fr«nl 
life 10 dieath altered the temper of the hnrami spfi 
ritfromi benignant to malevolent ; or perbapa, that 
when the eonl l^ft the body, iU departure wag oe^ 
euionally aappKed by a wicked demon, who took 
the opportunity to enter and eecapy its iat« habi> 
tation. 

Upon snch a aopposition the wild fiction that 
follows ia probably ground'ed ; wbicb, extravagant 
aa it ia, poaaeaaea aomdthing atriking to the ims* 
gination. Saxo Grammaticns tella ns of the ftm« 
of two Norae princes or chieft, who had formed 
what waa called a brotherhood in arms, imply^ 
tag not only the firmeat friendship and conatant 
tnpport during all the adreatures which they 
sh'ould undertake in life, but binding them by a 
solemn compact, that after the death of either, the 
■Drriror ahonid descend alive into the aepnichrs 
of his brother-in-arma, and consent to ne bn- 
ried alongst with him. The task of fulfilling this 
dreadful compact fell upon Aamund, his comp^ 
nion, Assneit, having been alain in hattle. The 
tomb waa formed after the ancient northern cns< 
torn in what was called the age of hills, — that 
is, when it was usual to bury persons of diatin- 
gnigtied merit or rank on some conqiicuoua spo^ 
Triiich was crowned with amonnd. With thispur- 
pose a deep narrow vault was constrocted, to be 
the apartment of the fatare tomb over which 
the sepulchral heap was to be piled. Here they 
deposited arms, trophies, poured forth, perhaps, 
the blood of victims, introduced into the tomt> 
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the trar^bonMi of tlie tampions, and.w1i«n tbeM 
litwhwl b«mdalf paiil, the body of Aisneitwai 
placed in the dark nud narrow houBe, while hit 
Autfaful brother-in-ariDB entered snd ut dowB by 
the corpse, without a word or look which teatified 
regret or unwillingness to fulfil hia fewful en- 
gagement. The Boldien who had wititesged thil 
■ingslar interment of the dead and living, rolled 
ft huge stone to the moDth of the tomb, and piled 
■0 much earth «nd (tones above the dpot as made 
B monnd visible from a great distance, and then, 
with load lamentation for the loss of snch on* 
dftODted leaders, they dispersed themselves like « 
iock which has lost its shepherd. 

Years passed away after years, and a century 
bad elapsed, ere & noble Swedish rover, l>ound 
^Hm some high adventnre, and supported by a 
gallant band of followers, arrived in the valley 
which took its name &om tbe tomb of the breth- 
ren-in-arms. The story was told to the strangen, 
whose leader determined on opening the sepul- 
dire,part]ybe<«nse,Bsalreadybinted, it was reck- 
oned a heroic action to brave tbe anger of depart- 
ed heroes by violating their tombs ; partly to at- 
tnin the arms and swords of proof with which the 
deceased had done their great actions. Mo set his 
soldiers to work, and soon removed the earth 
and stones from one side of tbe monnd, and liud 
bare the entrance. But the stoutest of the i-overa 
started back when, instead of the silence of a tomb, 
they heard within horrid cries, the clash of swords, 
tbe dang of armour, and all the noise of a mor- 
tal combat between two furious champions. A 
young warrior was let down into the profound 



tonfe by B CDcd, wUch wai dnini up skoetlf ttf 
iw, ia bopea of newi from b«iieatli. But vhsa 
Ike adreotimr dMceaded, aoine odb tltrev him 
fiwn the oord) and toolc iia ]>Uce is the iio«a& 
Wlwn the rope wu polled npi the Boldiert, in- 
stead of their oompaiiion, b^dd Aimnni^ the 
#iirnvorofthebre(£iieii-in-armg. Heruthedint* 
. the Mtm MT, hu iwwd drawn in his hand, hie 
aimonr half tern from hig hodf , the left ude of 
his &ce almost sccatcfaed ol^ as by the talons of. 
■ooM wild beast. He had no sotnar if^eaved 
in the li^ht of di^, than, with the improTisa- 
tory ooetic tsleiit, whicii theao champioas loften 
nnited with heroic atrength and bnTery, h* 
poured forth a string of verses cootaiain^ the 
bistory of his hundred years' conflict within th« 
taad>. It seems that no soouer was the at^nl- 
ehre closed than the coijise of the slain Asnieit 
arose Jroni the ground, in^ired hy some raren- 
ouB goule, and having first ttMn to 'pieces and de- 
roared the horses which had been enlomhed with 
them, threw himself upon the compaaioo who 
had jnst girea him such a sign of devoted friend- 
ship, in order to treat him in the same manner 
The hero, ao wftj dificotuUonanced by the hor> 
rora of his situation, took to his arms, and de- 
fended himself manfully agunst Assueit, or rather 
s^unst the evil demon who tenanted that cham- 
pwn's body* In this manner the living brother 
wa^d a preternatural combat, whit^ had endu- 
red during a whole ceutnry, when Asmasd,'-^ 
last obtaining the victory, prostrated his enemf, 
and by driving, as Le boasted, a atahe through - 
lui body, had finally reduoed him to the state (£ 
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^»at twoMaiBy » tcMmt irf th» j«Mli. Hraif 
ghKit«d the irminpluwt aoeaimt «f kii CMrtMt 



f»re them. Tte body «f j 

ffirt of the tomb, barBl^ Mid the ashei dupev- 

nd to heaves ; whilst that of the rietor, iwir 



ti^au, iu)d without a oampaBion, waa d^oaitei 
^'---- 10 that it waa hspea hia duBohera Bra;ht 
1 nndietoTbed.' The p»can(iMii tUM 



againat Aaaoeic'a verivinff a aecoad time, naund 
na of UioM adopted ia the Greek i«i»~i°i ssd ■■ 
the IWkiah proTiuoea, -agsiitat the Vaapiie. It 
affords alae a deriratiMi of the aawent fieg^iah 
Ihf in <caae of -aiueid^ when a stoke waa dnvMa 
Ihce^gih the hod;^, jodginally te ke«y it lecure ui 
the teioh. 

The Kerthem people alao adraowled§ed a kind 
of ghoat^ who, whm ihey had efatuned peaana- 
aian of a boildinf^ ■w the ng^ «f hayntiag k, 
did not -defend theaueilFea agaiaat mort^ «k 
^e kaightlf prinuple «tf -dncd, like Aaaaek, Bar 
were asaenahle te the frafon of dte ^^eat or the 
■pdls of «be OM-cerei^ bnt becaSM traolaUe vdbeB 
unpeirU- convened in a I^^ paMew. The £yiv 
hdggia Sasa aeqnainta ii% that the nansien m s 
va^teot^tk laBoholder in Iceland was, aeon after 
the aettl^cnt of that island, expoted to a per- 
•eeution «f this kind. The moletiiatwn wbi pro- 
dneed by the ccmwnteace of certaui anyatjcal and 
apeottal phenomena, calculated to introduce eneh 
peraeotttion. About the oomnMneement of wia> 
tei^ with that dj^ exchange of darkneas mti. 

• aM 8uD OmiDMiaH, Hitf. Am. lib. T. 



twilight whiok comtitntM night and day in thaM 
latitudeB, a oonta^^oiu diieue arose in » fiunilf 
of cooeequence, And in the neighbourhood, whicAf 
sweeping off several membera of the &mily at 
diffieivent times, seemed to threaten them all witk 
destli. But tlie death of these persons was at* 
tended with the aingular consequence, that thm 
spectres were seen to wander in the neigbbaar* 
hood of the mansion-house, terrifying, and ereit 
uaaaltiDg, those of the living family who ven* 
tnred abroAd. As the number of the dead mem* 
bers of the devoted' household seemed to in< 
crease in proporUon to that of the survivors, the 
ghosts took it upon them to enter the house, and 
prodace their aerial forms and waited phyBi<^ 
nomy, even in the stove where the fire was maiit* 
tained for the general use of the inhabitaDU, 
and which, in an Iceland winter, is the only com* 
fortable place of assembling the family. Bat th« 
remaining inhabitants of the place, terrified by 
the intrusion of these spectres, chose rather t« 
withdraw to the other extremity of the heine> 
and abandon their warm seats, than to eod«i« 
the neighbourhood of the phantoms. CompIainU 
were at length made to a pontiff of the god Thor^ 
named Snorro, who exercised considerable infln- 
ence in the island. By his counsel, the youDg 
proprietor of the haunted mansion assemoled a 
jury, or inquest, of his nei^bours, constituted in 
the usnal jadiciai form, as if to judge an ordinary 
civil matter, and proceeded, in their presence, to 
eite individually tbe various phantoms and resem- 
blances of the deceased members of the family, 
to show by what warrant they disputed with 
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him and bis Mrvanta the qniet p«smmhiii of Mt 
prq»«rty, and whB^defenee tfa«y «OKld plead for 
t&ns interfering with and ineontmoding toe living. 
The Bpectrea of the dead, by niune, and in order 
M flnmmoned, aippeued on their being called, and 
nMttering some regrets'M being obliged to abaa* 
dm their dwelling, departed, or vanished, from 
th» astonished inqnest. Judgment then went 
agminst the ghoits bydefanlt; and the trial by 
jory, of which we here can trace the origin, el>- 
tained a trimnph unknown to any of the great wri* 
ters who have made it the inbject of eulogy.* 

It wasnotonly with the spirits of the dead that 
tfae warlike people of the North made war with- 
out timidity, and sucoeesfnlly entered into sntta 
of ejectment : These daring ehaonpions often bnt- 
fttd the indignation even of the snperior deities 
of- their mythology, -rathw than ^ow thmt there 
existed any being before whom their boldneei 
•ould qnai). Sndi is the sbgular story, how n 
yonng man of hi^h conrag^ in orosring a deeolate 
rid^ of mountains, met with a huge waf^n, in 
•rkch the goddess Freys, {i. «. a gigantic idol 
CHmed to represent her,) together with her shrin^ 
nd the wealthy offerings attached to it, was trs- 
veUiog from one district of the country to ano- 
tter. The Bbrine, or sanctuary of the idol, was, 
like a modem caravan travelling with a show, 
•oreened by boards and curtains from the pub- 
lic gue, and the eqntp4^ was under the im- 
mediate guidance ol the priestess of Freya, k 
young, go9<i-looking, and attractive woman. Tlte 

■ E}Tblg|ta Sh*- Sm Nartlunt AnUqtaUtt, 



lift 



trar'cStv^ aalanilly- Mvoetatfld hrrBicdf widk tfia 

r' uiteMi wko, as ihe wiAxd en feet, appitfenf^ 
WM tit no iegtev dimleneed wilb the oem^ 
|Miy of ft powvBml «t4 nmidsonie yMn^ man, 
ifl a. gaiAe aod oanpMrioii' on the- journey, ft 
diMMed, bewever, that (k« jmsenoe ef the dmi- 
•J4MI, and b» disconrM' irftlL tbe priestew, wM 
In« Mti^ctary to tHe g«^deM tbui to the jmr^ 
ties pmneipally coiNented. By a certain n^nal 
the oinatby; minmoDed the prieateH- to the siae* 
toary, who presenriy rettuved with' tears in her 
eyta, ami terror in her mnntenanee, «» inferm bi>^ 
iOBmniMi' that it was the will of Freya that he 
shaiud iwMt, and no longer traTsl in tfamr «nn^ 
piuj. ■*YMim«sthaveniBttAen thememing-of 
Ae gMMew," nid die oliampioii ; " Freya cannet 
kavQ fomed a yriA s»niirea8eflable, na to d«iin» I 
dMaUabandoK the straight and good road, whieb 
leads me ifiraotly on my joaraay, to choose pi«^ 
■ipitims patits and byroads, whn^ I may break 
my neek. — " NeT«Tthele»»," said the priea(et9[ 
" tbe goddess will be big4ily offended if yon &»• 
obey koF commands, -nor can I ceaceal'&om jvH 
that Ao may permnaUy as«an)t yon." — " It wiff 
be at bar own peril if she shonld be so anda* 
etoua," said tbe c^aimien, *• for I wffi try A« 
pow«r ef Aim axe agwiut the strei^h of beams 
and beorda." The priestem ohid him fer bia im« 
piety ; bat beiw nnable to oompel bim to obeytbv 
goddaat^s msMate, they again rdapsed into nn^ 
fiatity,w4itA adTBBcedtQBacJtap«int,tiuta dalk 
t»mg ■«•» witbi*' the tabwiMirie, n ef ma c Hwwt 
TV pnt in motion, intimated to the trarellen that 
Freya^whepmbipebad some-qnall^ ineoifmuni 
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whli die clbflHCBl Vests, tbsi^&t a mraoint mter- 
rnptiwiof ritistet o it t ^ owgfct f be defarwd n» 
longer. Th« cnrtMHs fl«ir open, tmi tlie mMnn 
w>d awkward idel, who, wa may sappove, ie«ei»- 
Ued ia fiwm the giaat cpeitfed by FruikefigtetB, 
laapt iDmbering from ^ eaniag«, mid' rnsliii^ m 
Ibe intrtaivs trarellev, dmlt hkn, with its wood^ 
^Bds and VMS, snck tremendwis Mows, as wer« 
equally difficult to pany op to esdnra. But th« 
cbsmpioB was armed with a donl»le-«dged Dnnisfe 
*se,with wli(c1ibe)>estirrsdbiinB«lf witbaonrorii 
strength and actiyity, tlMtt at ieagth he split ik» 
bead of the image, and with a nrere blow hewed 
ftff its left leg. The innge of Freya thea MH 
Bstionless to the gronnd, ^1 tha demoH wkidi 
bod anonated it, fled yeJlin^ frma the bMCend 
imemeat. The ahatnpinn was now rictev ; asd; 
ftoosrdiitg to the hiw oJF arms, tm^ psaseision of 
the fenxde and the baggage. The priastess, tin 
dtrinity of wImm potroneBS had been, by tba 
event of tho ccnnbat, sorely lessened in b«r n-es, 
was now eemly tadnced ta becem* th« anociata 
and oABoiriHae of tbe ^!ot^^^wvr, She aeconvp«> 
nied him to tJie district wht^Mw he was traTelliBp 
and there diq>lByed tbe shriee ai Freyn, takiiw 
car« to hide the iiijwie» which tbe ^iddess baa 
Meeirod io the btawk The ehamvian came ia fo« 
a sbare of a gaisfal bade dnres by the prieeteaa, 
berides appropriable to hiniMM most of the Irea- 
sores wbieb Aesanctaiffy had farmwlycoiitaiaed. 
KeiAer doe* it afqwar that SVeya, luinDgj par*' 
bap% a ssnsiUe reealieetiea of tbepewee of ^ 
as^ewHaiB remand to q^ear fat persmfwAw 
y p ii y Mcdi^ ber Mw.ite#af<da'to««ota|W- 



US 

Tbe natbnftl ettimattoii of deidei, tancenAitg 
frhom Hnch storiee could be told and belieredi vu, 
of coane,of no deeporrespectfulcbaracter. Thft 
Icelanders abasdoned Odin, Freys, Tfaor, anil 
their whole pa^n mythology, in congiderBtion of 
B single disputation between the heathen priests 
and the Christian missionaries. The priesti 
threatened the island with a desolating eruption 
of the volcano called Heda, as the necessary con- 
sequence of the Tenreance of their deities. SnoP- 
ro, the same who adVised the iuqaest against tb* 
ghosts, had become a convert to the Christian reli> 
gion,8ad was present on the occasion, and as iJm 
'eonference was held on tbe surface of what haA 
been a stream of lava, now covered with vegetable 
eabstances, he answered the priests with mueh 
readiness, " To what was the indignation of the 
gods owing.when the aabstanceon which we stand 
was fluid and scorching? Believe me, men of Ico- 
land, the eruption of the volcano depends on Hft* 
tural circumstancesi now as it did then, and is 
not the engine of vengeuice intrusted to Tbor 
and Odin." It is evident, tliat men who reasoned 
with so ranch accuracy concerning the imbecility 
of Odin and Thor, were well prepared, on ahao- 
doBing their worship, to consider their former dei- 
ties, uf whom they believed so much that was im- 
piooB, in the light of evil demons. 

Bat there were some partieulara otibe northen 
creed, in which it corresponded so exactly with 
that of the dassics, ai leaves room to doubt 
whether the original As«, or Asiatics, the found- 
ers of tbe Scandinavian system, had, before their 
migration &«m Asia, derived them from sonw 
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fMpmoB wnrce with those of the Greeks and 
XUmtans ; or whether, oa the other hand, the uuno 
prenenesB of the human mind to superstition, has 
caused that limiJar ideas are adopted in different' 
Tenons, as the same plants are found in distant 
joonntaies, withotit the one, as f»r as can be dis- 
oorered, baring obtained the seed from the others: 
The dasaical fiction, for example, of the satyrs, 
and other sabordioate deities of wood and wild, 
whose power is rather delusive than formidable, 
Uid whose supernatural pranks intimate rather 
awiih to infiict terror than to do hnrt, waa re- 
Mived among the.nortliem people, and perhaps 
transferred by them to the Celtic tribes. It is 
tat idea whidi seems common to many nations. 
' The existence of a satyr, in the silvan form, ia 
even pretended to be proved by the evidence d 
Saint Anthony, to whom one is said to have ap« 
peared in the desert. The Scottish Gael have an 
idea of the same kind, respecting a goblin called 
Ovritk, whose form is like that of Pan, and hit 
Bttendanta something between a man and a goa^ 
She nether extremities being in the latter form. 
A species of cavern, or rather hole, in the rod^ 
uBEctfds to the wildest retreat in the romuitie 
■^hbonrhood of Loch Katrine, n name taken 
ftota classical superstition. It is not the least 
cnriooB circumstance, that from this silvan deity 
tibAmodem nations of Europe hare borrowed the 
degrading and nnsnitable emblems of the goat's 
Tiaage and form, the horns, hoofs, and tail, with 
which they have depicted the author of evil, when 
it pleaaed him to show himself on earth. So that 
tiu alteration of a single word, would render 



Pope'i vdl-lmown hat more trnly adapted I* 
the &ct, should we Tentore to read, 

" Aad Pan to Sabm Isida hi* luaUMa booii" 

- We cuinot attribnta the transfiirMiee of the ait 
toibuteg of the northern satyr, or Celtic oorisk, to 
the areh-fieiKl, to any particular resemblance be- 
twem the character of these deities and that of 
Satan. On the contrary, the onriak of the Celti 
iras a creature by no means pecnliarly mala* 
volent, or formidably powerful ; but rather a me« 
htncholy spirit, which dwelt in wildemesces far re> 
Baoved from men. If we are to identify him with 
the Brown Dwarf of the Border moors, the oarisk 
baa a mortal term of life, and a hope of salir»- 
tion, as indeed the same fai^ daim was made by 
ibe satyr who appeared to St Anthony. Mora* 
over, the Highland onrisk was a species of lubh^ 
£end, and capable of being' overreached by those 
who luderstood philolog^y. It is reUted of one of 
these goblins, which frequented a mill near the foot 
of Loch Lomond, that the miller, desiring to ret 
rid of this meddling spirit, who injored the nun- 
nery by setting the water on the wheel when there 
ms no grain to be grinded, contrived to hare a 
meeting with the goblin by watching in his mill 
till night. The onrisk then entered, and demanded 
the miller's name, and was informed that he waa 
called JUJMe^; on which is founded astory almost 
axactly like that of Octh in the Odyssey, a tals 
which, though dassic, is by no means an elegant or 
ingenious fiction, but which we are astonisfaed to 
find in an obsonre district, and in the Celtic tongn^ 
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tion between these remote Highlands of Scotland 
and the readers of Homer in former days, vhich 
we cannot account for. After all, perhaps, some 
chorcIi'mBa more learned than his brethren may 
hare transferred the legend from Sicily to Dvai- 
crune, &om the shores of the Mediterranean to 
those of Loch Lomond. I hare heard it also told, 
that the celebrated freebooter, Rob Roy, onoo 
guued a rictory by disguisiag' a part of lus moD 
with goat-skins, so as to resemble the outisk, or 
High^nd satyr. 

There was an indiridnal satyr called, I thiBl^ 
Morning, belonging to the Scandinavian mytho> 
log'yi <if & character different irom. the oorisk 
thoi^h similar in shape, whom it was the boast t^ 
the highest champions to seek out in the solitudes 
which he inhabited. He was an armourer of ex- 
treme dexterity, aai the weapons which he forged 
were of the highest value. But as club-law perra- 
ded the ujcieat system of Scandinavia, Memiog 
bod the humour of refosing to work for any cus- 
tomer eare such as compelled him to it with force 
of arms. He may be, perhaps, identified with tha 
recusant smith who ned before Fingal &om Ire- 
land to the Orkneys, and being there overtaken* 
was compelled to forge the sword which Fingal 
afterwards wore in all his battles, and which was 
called the Sod c^ the dark brown LunO] from tho 
name of the armourer who forged it.* 

* Tbe weapon Is often mentioned In Mr Macllicrson't 
psnphrases ; but the IrUh ballad, wUch gives a spirited so 
soiut sf tlia debate bet wMB IIm (bnn^on and tlu ar 
U nowhere Introduced. 
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- From this it will appear that tliere were ori^- 
nalfl enough in tlie mythology of the Goths, ta well 
■B Celts, to furnish the modern fittrJbuteg ascribed 
to Satan in later times, wjien the object of painter 
or pcwt was to display him in liis true form, and 
with all his terrors. Even the genius of Guido 
and of TasBo hare been unable to surmount this 
prejudice, tlie more rooted, perhaps, that the 
iriched are described as goats In Scripture, and that 
the devil is called the old dragon. In Raffael's fa^ 
jnous painting' of the arch-aug-el Michael binding 
Satan, the dignity, power, and angelic character 
expressed by tlie seraph, form an extraordinary 
contrast to the poor conception of a heing wIm 
ought not, even in that lowest degradation, to 
have seemed so unworthy an antagonist. Neither 
has TassD been more happy, where he represents 
the divan of darkness, in the enchanted forest, 
as presided over by a monarch having a hnge 
tail, hoofs, and all the usual accompaniments of 
popular diablerie. The genius of Milton alone 
could discard all these vulgar puerilities, and rE' 
sign to the author of evil the terrible dignity 
of one who should seem not " less than arch- 
angel mined." This species of degradation iii 
yet grosser when we take into consideration the 
changes which popular opinions have wrought re- 
specting the taste, habits, powers, modes of tempt- 
ing, and habits of tormenting, which are such as 
might rather be ascribed to some stupid super- 
annuated and doting ogre of a fairy tale, than to 
the powerful-minded demon, who fell through 
pride and rebellion, not throogh folly or inci4>a-' 
city. 
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Having, however, adopted onr present idea* of 
tlie devii as they are expressed by his nearest ac- 
qoaiDtanees, tbe witches, from the accounts of sa- 
tyrs, which seem to hare been articles of faith 
both among' the Celtic and Gothic tribes, we 
must next notice another fruitful fountain of de- 
monological fancies. But as this source of the 
mythology of the middle ages must necessarily 
comprehend some account of the fairy folk, to 
whom much of it must be referred, it is neces- 
sary to make a pause before we enter upon the 
mystic and marvellous connexion supposed to 
exist between the impenitent kingdom of Satan, 
and those merry dancers by moonlight. 
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LETTER IV. 

The Fairy StrpertlitUn u derived fi«m Jiffema «i 

Tke Otuncal Wonkip cfihe Silvau, or Sval Deititt, 
prmiti bjf Ronttti AMoti ditamered — The Ooikic Dtur- 
ffor, OT Hwiafi — n^mojed io be derived fion the Norib- 
ern LapKf or Fine — ^ihe ^^Klungen-LiedSing Xau- 
Tin's Adventvra— Celtic Fairies of a gayer character, yrt 
their pleasures empty and iUtaory — AdScted to carry off 
JhiKim Bangs, hoth Manls mJ Adullt — Advatttareii of 
a Buller ia Irdand—ilu Elvts nppotd to pa^ • Tut 
to Hell— The Irish, Wd^, Highlandera, and Maanaea, 
held the same belief- — It torn rather rendered more ghiomy 
hy the Northern Traditions — Merlin and Arthur carried 
off by the Fairies — atio Thomas of Erceidovne~~Sia 
Amour mith the Quctn ofEiJland — Mis re-appearance in 
latter timet — another Account Jrom BeginaU Scot — Con- 
jectures on the derivation of the teord Fairy. 

We mity premise by obserrinif, tbat the classics 
Iiad not forgotten to enrol in tneir mythology a 
certain species of subordinate deities, resembliiuf 
tbe modem elres in their habits. Good old 1V& 
Gibb of the Advocates' Library, ^whom all lav- 

Sers, whose yonth he assisted in tneir studies by 
is knowledge of that noble collection, are bonnd 
to name with gratitude,) nsed to point out amongst 
the ancient dtars under his charge, one which is 
(Krasecrated, I}iu campestrUnu, itnd nsnally add- 
ed, with a wink, " The Fairies, ye ken."* Hiis 



demonolOoy and witchcraft. lid 

relic of sntiqnfty was ditcorered near Roxbni^ 
Caa(le,BndaTictnityii)oredeli|;litMlya]n)ropriaM 
to tbe abode of the silvan deitiea can hardly tw 
fonnd. Tiro lirer* of eoneiderable sice, made 
yet more remarkable hy tbe larae which has reitr 
dered them in tome sort ckssical, unite their 
streams beneath the reetiges of an extensive ca;^ 
tie, renowned in the wars with Eoglandj and 
for tlie raliant, noble, and even royal bloody 
which has been shed aroond and before it f^^- 
a landscape, ornamented with the distant village 
and huge abbey tower of Kelso, arising out at 
rroree of aged trees ; — the modern mansion irf' 
FleuTB, with iU terrace, its woods, and its ex- 
tensive lawn, form attogether a kingdom for 
Oberon and Titania to reign fn, or any spirit wha> 
before their time, might lov« scenery, of which 
the majesty, and even Ae beanty, impress the 
mind with a sense of awe mingled with pleasure. 
These silvans, sa^rrs, and launs, with wnom bi> 
perstition peopled the lofty banks and tangled 
copies of this Tomantie country, were obliged to 
give place to dnties very nearly resembling theifr- 
selves in character, who probably derive some ai 
their attributes from their classic predecessors, 
althongfa more Immediately alUed to the barbc- 

ttie Leader and the Tweed, In the nclghboarhood of tin 
viUsfe of Nnntead, to tfai cMt at Melroca. It vu !■- 
MTlbed b; Carriag DomltiuiaB, tbe prefect of the twentieth 
l^ton, to the god Sti,tii(iis, forming anather jnatRnce how 
much tbe wild and nlTSn character of tbe country di«- 
posed the feelings of the Homfios to acknowledge the pM- 
smce of the mral deiliei. The altsr ii ptaerred U Drf- 
gnztge, tbe seat of Mr Tod. 
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rian conqncrors ; — we allude to the taitiei, vkM, 
as received into the popular creed, and ae descri- 
bed by the poets who hare made nse of them as 
maohinerjr, are certainly among the most pleasinff 
legacies of fancy. 

Dr Leyden, who exhausted on this subject, at 
upon most others, a profusion of learning, found 
the first idea of the Elfin people in the northern 
opinions concerning the duergar, or dwarfs.* 
These were, boweTer, it must he owned, spirita 
of a coarser soit, more laborious Tocation, and 
more malignant temper, and in all respects less 
propitious to humanity, than the fairies, properly 
so called, which were the invention of tue Celtic 
people, and displayed that superiority of taste aud 
innoy, which, with the lore of mnsic and poetiy, 
has been generally ascribed to their race, through 
its Tarious classea and modifieations. 

In fiict, there seems reason to conclude that tbeae 
daergar were originally nothing else than tlM 
diminntire natives of the Lappish, Lettish, and 
Finnish nations, who, flying h^ore the conqntiw 
ing weapons of the Aste, sought the most retired 
Tegions of the north, and there endeavoured to 
hide themselves from theireastem invaders. They- 
were a little diminutive raee, but posseiaed of 
tome skill probably in mining or smelting mineo 
rail, with which the country abounds ; perhaps al> 
so they might, from their acqoaintance with tibA 



■ Sec the Esny on tlie Fairy Superstition, in tbe " Min- 
■trday of the Scoltlth BoTier," of which rauty of the inBt»- 
rUI> were contributed by Dr Lejdeo, and the wholo brODght 
Into it* pre«ent fomi b; tbe author. 
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chaages of the donds, or meteorologicBl pbeno- 
jnena, be judges of weather, and bo enjoy another 
title to superaaturol skill. At auy rate, it has beeq 
plausibly supposed, that these poor people, who 
sought caverns and hiding-places from the peree- 
oution of the Asse, were in some respects compen- 
SBted for inferiority in strength and stature, by 
the art aad power with which the tupentition of 
the enemy invested them. These oppressed, yet , 
^rcaded fiigitires, obtained, naturally enough, the 
(dkaracter of the German spirits c^led Koboldi 
fr«m which the English Goblin and the Scottish 
Bogle, by some inversion and alteratJon of pro- 
Bunciation, are evidently derived. ■ 

. The Kobulds were a species of gnomes, who 
haunted the dark and solitwcy places, and were 
oftea seen in the mines, where they seemed t« 
imitate the labours of the miaars, u)d soni»- 
times took pleasure in frustrating their objecU, 
aad rendering their toll nnfrtutful. Sometuoes 
tbey were malignant, especially if neglected or 
inSttlled; bnt sometimes also they were indult 
goat to individuals whom they tooJc under thur 
IHotecdon. When a miner, therefore, hit upon 
S tiA vein of ore, the inference commonly wut, 
Mt tliat he possessed more skill, industry, or 
aren luck, than his fellow workmen, but that th^ 
■pints of the mine had directed him to the trea* 
Mire. The employment and apparent oc«npatioB 
of these subterranean gnomes, or fiends, led very 
naturally to identify the Fin, or Laplander, with 
the Kubold ; but it was a bolder stretch of the 
imnginatiun, which confounded this reserved and 
sullen race with the livelier and gayer spirit whicli 
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bean correspondence iridi the BritiBh fairy. Ne^ 
th^ can ire be snrpriaed that the Dnergar, ascri- 
bed by many personi to this sonn^, sbonld exht* 
bit a darker and more malignant character, than 
the elres that revel by moonlight in more Bonth^ 
era climates. 

According to the old Norse belief, these dwaift 
form the current machinery of the northern Sa- 
gas, and their inferiority in size is represented aa 
compensated by skill and wisdom snperior to 
those of ordinary mortals. In the Niebelnngen* 
Lied, one of the oldest romances of Germany, and 
Gompited, it would seem, not long after the timo 
of Attila, Theodorick of Bern, or of Veron^ 
figorafl among a cycle of champions, over whom 
be presides, like the Charlemagne of France, or 
ArUmr of England. Among others vanquished 
by him is the Elf King, or Dwarf Laurin, 'trhosA 
dwelling was in an enchanted garden of roses, and 
who had a body-guard of giants, a sort of per* 
ions seldom supposed to be themaelres conjurera. 
He becomes a formidable opponent to Toeodo* 
rick and his chivalry; but as he attempted by 
treachery to attain the victory, he is, when over* 
come, condemned to fill the dishonourable yet ap- 
prcmiiate office of buffoon and juggler at the court 
of Verona.* 

Such possession of supernatural wisdom is stiD 
Imputed, by the natives of the Orkney and Zet* 
land tslfiiids, to the people called Drowt, being a 

• See uisbatnctibythelatc loTiMdHenry WebcT, of a 
L>y on thia mbject of King Laurin, compiled b; Henry of 
OMcnUngen. Jf«r&€m AnHquitU*, Edinb>iT(b, I8li- 
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cnrnption of Unergnr or dtearfk, and who may, 
in most other respecta, be identified with the C^ 
ledonian ftiries. Lucas Jaoa^MOa Debes, whft 
dates his description of Feroe from his Pathmos^ 
inThor8-hRTeD,12thMari4i,1670,dedicates along 
chapter to the spectres who disturbed his con- 
gregation, and sometimes carried off his hearers. 
The actors in these distnibancea he states to b« 
the Skow, M Sierffen-TnUi, i. t. the spirits of 
the woods and moant^ns, EometimeB called rob- 
tfirrsnean people, and adds, they appeared in 
deep caremg and among horrid rocks ; as also. 
Am tbey hannted the places where murders, or 
other deeds of mortal sin, had been acted. They 
i^ppear to hare been the genuine northern dwarfs^ 
or Trows, another pronnnciation of TroUds, and 
m coneidwed by ibe reverend anthw as some* 
^Dg very little better than actnal fiends. 

Bat it is not only, or eren chiefly, to the Go- 
thic race that we mnst trace the opinions concem- 
ii^ the (dres of the middle ages ; these, as already 
binted, were deeply blended with the attributes 
iriiich the Celtic tnbes had, from thoremotest ages, 
Mcribed to 'Iheir deities of rocks, ralleys, and 
fensts. We bare already observed, what indeed 
mAes a great featnre of their national character, 
that the power of the imagination is peculiarly ac- 
tive among the Celts, and leads to an enthnsiasra 
conceming national ranric and dandng, national 
poe4ry and- song, the departments in which iancy 
moat readily indulges herself. The Irish, thft 
Wdah, the Gael or Scotti^ H^ander, all tribes 
9f Celtic descent, assigned to the Men of Peace, 
Good Neq^hbons, «■ by whatever oAer names 
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they called these silran pigmjea, nu>re lOcial lia> 
bite, and a course of exiBtencd t&r more gity, 
than the sullen and heary toils of the more m- 
tnrnine Daergar. Ttieir elvea did not avoid the 
society of men, though they behaved to those 
who iL3Bociat«d with them with caprice, which 
rendered it dangerous to diapleace them; and al- 
thoBgh their gifts were sometimea valuable, they 
were usually wantonly given, and onexpectedly 
resnmed. 

Tl)e employment^ the henefit§, the amusementt 
of the Fairy court, resembled the aerial people 
themselves. Their government was always repre- 
sented as monarchical. A King, more frequently 
a Queen, of Fairies, was acknowledged ; and som^ 
times both held their court together. Their pa- 
geants and court entertainments comprehended 
all that the imagination could conceive of what 
was, by that age, accounted gallant and splendid. 
At their processions, they paraded more beaiUifoi 
steeds than those of mere earthly parentage — the 
Imwks and hounds which they employed in thur 
chase were of the first nux. At their daily ban- 
quets, the board was set forth with a splei^ 
dour which the proudest kings of the earth dared 
not aspire to ; anid the hall of their dancers echoed 
to the most exquisite music. But when viewed 
by the eye of a seer the illusion vanished. The 
young knights and beautiful ladies showed them* 
selves as wrinkled carles and odious hags — diMr 
wealth turned into slate-stones — their splendid 
plate into pieces of clay fantastically twisted— 
and their victuals, nnsavoured by salt, (prohibit- 
ed to them, we ars told, because an «ublein of 
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etflrnity,) became tasteless and insipid^die stata- 
ly halls were turned inta miserable damp csTeras 
—all the delights of the Elfin Elysium Tanisbed 
at once. In a word, their pleasures were showy, 
bat totally unsubstantial — tbeir activity nncea- 
aing', but fruitless and unavailing — and their con- 
demnation appears to hare consisted in the neoes- 
eity of maintaining' the appearance of constant in- 
doitry or enjoyment, though their toil was fmit- 
less, and their pleasures shadowy and unsabstan- 
tial. Hence poets have designed them as " the 
crtw thai never rest." Besides the unceasing and 
useless bustle in which these spirits seemed to 
Uve, they had propensities unfavourable and dis- 
tressing to mortals. 
' One injury of a very serious natare was snppo- 
sed to be constantly practisedby the furies against 
•■ the human mortals," that of carrying off their 
children, and breeding them as beings of their 
vace. tlachristened infants were chiefly expo- 
sed to this calamity ; but adults were also li^ 
ble to he abstracted from earthly commerce, not* 
'withstanding it was their natural sphere. With 
sespect to the first, it may be easily eonoeived tJiat 
^e want of the sacred cerraiony of introduction 
into the Christian chnroh rendered tbem the more 
AlmoxiaUBto the power of those oreatnres, who^ if 
not to be in ail respects eonndered as fiends, hod 
nevertheless, considering their constant round of 
idle occupation, little right to rank themselves 
among good spirits, uid were accounted by most 
divines as belonging to a very different class. An 
adult, on the other hand, mnst have been engaged 
in some action which exposed him to the power 
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«f tke ipirita, and to, sa the 1^ pliraM wwbti 
** Uken in the mumer." Sleeping on a fidrv 
vonnt, vritkin which the Fury court haf^wmea 
to be held tor tibe time, was a Te» ready mods 
«f obtaining a pauport for Elwmd. It wai 
well for the iadiridnal if the irate dree vera 
contentedt on vnch oceauons, vith tranaportinff 
him throi^ the ur to a city at some forty miW 
Jift3^m-^», ^oA leaving, perhaps, his hat or boDnel 
«n some iteeple betnreen, to mark tlie direct line 
of hit eonne. Others, when engaged in some am- 
lawfal action, or in the act of giving way to aenia 
headlong and sinful passion, exposed thenuelrw 
also to become inmates of Fairy land. 

The same belief on these points obtained u 
Ireland. Glanrille, in his Eighteenth Relation, 
telli us of the hotter of a gentleman, a neighbour 
of the Baii of Orrery, who was sent to pnrdiaflo 
cards. In orossiog toe fields, he saw a table rar- 
rannded by people apparently feasting and mfr. 
king merry. They rose to ealnte him, and in- 
vited him to join m their revel ; but a &iendly 
voice from the party whispered in his ear, *' Do 
nothing which this companv invite yon to." Ao- 
ootdingly, when he refoaea to join in feasting, 
the table vanished, and the company began to 
dance, and play on musical instruments ; hot tho 
butler woud not take part in these recreationi. 
They then left off dancing, and betook them- 
selves to work; but neither in this would the mor- 
tal join them. He was then left alone for the pre* 
sent; but in spite of tlie exertions of my Lord Or- 
rery, in spite of two bishops who were his gnests 
at ute time, in spite of the celebrated Mr Greatrlx* 
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it «u all thay conld do to prerrat the InitJer from 
baing mried off bodily &0111 amongst tbcsn hy th« 
fiairie*, vho considered him as their lavfiil prey. 
Tliey raised him in the air above the hends of 
Aa mortals, who conld only run bweath, to break 
Ua &U when they pleased to let him go. Ths 
^eetre which fomuu'ly advised the poor nuDt 
oontinned to haunt him, and at length diaoOTered 
Umself to be the ghost of an acquaintance who 
bad been dead for seven years. " Von knovt" 
added he, *' I lived a loose life, and ever «nc« 
hare I been hurried up and down in a restless 
•oadition, with the company you saw, and shall 
be till the day of judgment. ' He added, that if 
tte butler had aduiowledged God in all his wayst 
be had not suffered so much by their mesni ; no 
mntnded him that he bad not prayed to Grod in 
tile morniog before he met with (his company in 
tbe field, and, moreover, that he was ihao going 
9a an unlawful business. 

It is pretended that Lord Orrery confirmed Uie 
wbcde of this story, even to having seen the 
butler raised into the eir by the invisible beingt 
who strove to carry bim off. Only he did not 
bear witness to the passage which seems to call 
tbe purchase of cards an unlawful errand.* 

Individuals, whose lives had been engaged in in* 
trignes of politics or stratagems of war, were some- 
times surreptitiously carried off to fairy land ; aa 
Alison Pearson, the sorceress who cured Arch- 
bishop Adamson, averred that she had recog- 
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nUsd in the Fairf court the celebrated S^ 
cretary Lethington and the old Knight of Bn^ 
clench, the one of whom had heen the mogtbugT 
politician, the other one of the most unwearied 
partiaans of Qneen Mary, during the reign of that 
nnfortunate queen. Upon the whole, person! 
carried off by sudden death were usually suspect* 
ed of having tUlen into the hands of the fairies, 
and unless redeemed from their^ower, whieb-it 
was not always safe to attempt, were doomed to 
conclude tbeir lives with them. Wb most not 
omit to state, that those who had an intimata 
communication with these spirits, while they wew 
yet inhabitants of middle earth, were most apt to 
be seized upon and carried off to EUfland before 
their death. 

I The reason assigned for this kidnapping of the 
human race, so peculiar to the elfin people, is said 
to he that they were under a. necessity of paying 
to the infernal regions a yearly tribute ont of ' 
their population, which they were willing to de- 
fray by delivering up to the prince of these re^ 
gions the children of the hnonan race, rather t^an 
their own. From this it must be inferred, that 
they have offspring among themselvesi as it is 
said by some authorities, and particularly by Mr 
Kirke, the minister of Aberfoyle. He indeed adds, 
that, after a certain length of life, these spirits 
are subject to the universal lot of mortality, — a 
position, however, which has been controverted, 
and is scarcely reconcilable to that which holds 
them amenable to pay a tax to hell, which in- 
fers existence as eternal as the fire which is not 
quenched. The opinions on the subject of the 
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Airy people here expressed, sre sucb as are enter- ' 
taiaed in the HiffhlHuds, and lome remote quar- ' 
ters of the LowIandB, of Bcotland. We know, 
irom the lirely and entertaining legends pab- : 
lished by Mr Crofton Croker — which, though 
in most cases, told with the wit of the editor 
wtd the hamonr of his conntry, contain points - 
of oarions antiqaarian information — that theopi" 
nions of the Irigh are conformable to the ac-> 
oonnt we have given of the general creed of the . 
Critio nations respecting elves. If the Irish elves - 
■re anywise distinguished from those of Britain, . 
it«eems to be by their di^sitioo to divide into 
ladicHis, and fight among themselves — a pngna- : 
city diaraoteristic of the Green Isle. The Welsh - 
faines, according to John Lewis, barrister-at-taw, ' 
uree in thO'Same general attributes with those 
of Ireland and Britun. We must not omit the^ 
tavedof the Manxmen, since we find, from the in- 
genious researches of Mr Waldron, that the Isle ' 
of Man, beyond other places ia Britain, was a pe- 
coliar depository of the fairy traditions, which, ' 
(m the island bemg conquered by the Norse, be- ' 
came, in all probability, cheqnered with those of > 
Scandinavia, from a soorce peculiar and more di< 
reet than that by which they reached Scotland or 
Ireland. 

Sach as it was, the popular system of the Celts 
easily received tbe northern admixture of Drows ' 
and Bnergar, which gave the belief, perhaps, a 
darker colouring tiian originally belonged to tbe 
British &iryland. It was from the same source 
also, in all probability, that additional legends 
were obtained, of a gigantic imd malignant fe- 
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nuk, the Hecateaf tbif mytiud^yivlwrodeMi 
ike atonn, wid nanhalled the ramblt^ host o£ 
'wmderefH luider faergrim bmiiaw. Tbii hag (iiii 
all mpecU l^ rerarse of the Mab or TitAnu of ■ 
tke Celtic creed) w« called Nwieren in that 
latw lystem which Mended the &ith ot the Ctitm 
andoftheGnthsoBthiiai^ect. Tke great Boa4-. 
tiah poet Donbar has made a ainrited deaeriptios 
of thia Heeate ridings at the head of wUdiu and 
good neighbonn, (fairieSf namely,) wBvereaaea. 
aad elres, iBdifierently, upon the gooady ere ot 
AU-HaUow Mass.* In Italy we hear of tfce bags 
arrayii^ themsdve* under the ordea^ of Diana, 

gi her triple character of Hecate, donbtleu,) and' 
erodiaa, who were the joint leaden of tbafar 
choir. Bat we retom to the mc»e simple fury 
beli^, as entertauned by tlte Cdts b^ra they - 
were conquered by the Saxons. 

Of these early times we can know little ; bnt it 
is singular to remark what light the traditions of 
Scotland throw npon the poetiy of the Britons of 
Cnmberland, then called Ucged. Merlin Wyllt, or 
the wild, is raeotioned by both ; and that renown- 
ed wizard, the eon of an elf, or fairy, with Kii^ 
Arthur, l^e dubions champion of Britain at that 
early period, wa« both said by tmdition to hare 
been abstracted by tlie Sirica, and to have vanish* 
ediirilhoathavinggnffereddeath, jnstat the time 
when it was snpposedi that the magic of the wi- 
zard, and the celeWaled aword of the monarch, 
which had done so much to preserve British in- 
dependence, eould no longer avert the impending 

■ See Fijttiig of Dunbar and Kcansdy. 
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At Ml lAep«rt ef ArAiat, 9t bii nrnriiig cImh- 
piitiM, to eoRceal bii bnvinr nceired a mortal 
wooniintiiV&CallwtdercfQHdaD; and W tint 
K« %wt the mid and beaotifal incideiit m ftfleJy 
versified by Bishop Percy, in which, in token m 
hh r ew wa triag ia firtnra me nrcof ama^tfisBia- 
uai'Lh sands his aOendaat, atAa tanirvB ot dta 
&M, to threw bis sirord,ExeBlibar, hiMdwlalw 
liard by. Twiee rioding^ the veqaest, the esqanv 
at last compKed, and ttroy rile ferAjBcdwee p eM 
iat» the lowely mere. A hand and armavaee front 
tlie vater and caught Bxoaltlmr by the hih, ien« 
risbed it ibric^ and tbea sank into tba lake.* 
The astenisbed meiaeKfrer retttfind to ki» master 
t» teU him tiie unrrek he bad seen, bat he o«lf 
saw a boat at a distance poah ft-om the laod, and 
heard shrieks of fcrnalea in J^^ony ; — 

" And whathar the lunf waa tkera m bM 

He aBTer knew, oe never colde. 
For Bsver rince that doleful duy 

Was British Arthur seen on molde." 

The cBvnmstanees atteading the dinppsannMe 
of Merlin wo^d probably be foond as imafpnatrve 
aa thoM of Arthnr'B reaiova], bnt tbey oaanot 
be recorered ; and, what is aisgnlar cHoagb, otr- 
cnmitaaees whieh originally belonged to the hiv- 
tbiy o£ this famous bard, said to be ^e son ef t^ 
D«im himself hare bean tranrferred to a later 
poet, and surely cme of scarce inferior nam^ Tho* 
ma* of £nieldDBBe. The legend was sapposed to 

* See Vetej'* TtAitfOatit Anoieat F^gUih PoMrr. 
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be only preserved among the inhabitant of hit 
natire valleys, but a copy as old aa the reign of 
Henry VII. has been recoTered, The itory i» 
interesting and l>eautifuUy told, and, as one of the - 
oldest fairy legends, may well be quoted in this 
place. 

ThomBaofErceldonne,inL&uderdaIe, called ths 
Rhymer, on account of his producing a poetical 
romance on the subject of Tristrem and Ysenlt, 
which is Gorioua as the earliest specimen of £ng-. 
lish verse known to exist, floarished in the reign 
of Alexander 111. of Scotland. Like other men 
of talent of the period, Thomas was suspected of 
magic He was stud also to have the gift of pro- 
phecy, which was accounted for in the following 
peculiar manner, referring entirely to the Elfia 
aoperstition. As True Thomas (we give him 
the epithet by anticipation^ lay on Huntly bank, 
a place on the descent of the Eildon hills, which 
mse their triple crest above the celebrated mo- 
nastery of Melrose, he saw a lady so extremely 
beautiful that he imagined it must be the Virgia 
Mary herself. Her appointments, however, were 
those rather of an Amazon or goddess of die 
woods. Her steed was of the highest beauty and 
spirit, and at bis mane hungthirty silver beluand 
nine, which made music to the wind as she paced 
along : Her saddle was of rmal bone, (ivory,) laid 
over with orfeverie, i. e. goldsmith's work : Her 
stirmps, her dress, all corresponded with her ex- 
treme b«anty and the magnificence of her array.. 
The fair btmtresa had her bow in hand, and her. 
arrows at her belt. She led three greyhounds 
in a leaab, and three raches, or faoandii of scent> 
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' folloired her closely. She rejected and disclaimed 
the homage which Thomas desired to pay to her; 



humble. The lady warns him that he mast be- 
come her slave, if he shonld prosecute his suit 
towards her in the manner he proposes. Before 
their interview terminates, the appearance of the 
beautiful lady is changed into that of the most 
hideous ha^ in existence ; one side is blighted and 
wasted, as if by palsy ; one eye drops from her 
head ; her colour, as clear as the virgin silver, is 
now of a dun leaden hue. A witch from the 
spital or almshouse would have been a goddess 
in comparison to the late beautifnl huntress. Hi- 
deous as she was, Thomas's irregular desires had 
placed him under the control of this hag, and 
when she bade him take leave of sun, and of the 
leaf that grew on tree, he felt himself under the 
necessity of obeying her. A cavern received 
them, in which, following his frightful g^ide, he 
for three days travelled in darkness, sometimes 
'hearing the booming of it distant ocean, sometimes 
walking through rivers of blood, which crossed 
their subterranean path. At length they emerged 
into daylight, in a most beautiful orchard. Tho- 
mas, almost fainting for want of food, stretches 
out his hand towards the goodly fruit which hangs 
around him,' but is forbidden by his conductress, 
who informs him these are the fatal apples which 
were the cause of the fell of man. He perceives 
also that his guide had no sooner entered this mys- 
terious ground, and breathed its magic air, than 
she was revived in beauty, eqtiipage, and splen- 
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Aoar, u fair «r (tirw th^ be bad first *een ber 
on tbe DwimtaiB. She thai nomiouidfl him to lay 
liii head u^d her knee, and proceeds to explun 
to him die chancter ef the'connby. " YondBT 
riglUi-haad path," «be uya, " conveys tb« spirits 
of the bkst to raradiae; yon downward and well- 
irorn way leads linful souls to Ute place of ewet- 
lastine punishment ; liie tliird road, by yonder 
^arlc brake, conduote to the milder pUce of pun^ 
from which j^yer and mast may rdeaee offend- 
«rs. But see you yet a fourth rood, swe^ing' 
along the plain to yender splendid casde P yoader 
ie tberoaato£lfltu)d,towbidiweBrenoirb«UBd. 
The lord of the caetle i> king of the oountry, and 
I am his queen. But, ThraiaB, I wouhl ratbor 
be drawn with wild horoeS) than he should kaov 
irkat bath passed between you and me. Tberre- 
fore, wb«i we enter yonder caatle, observe Bttiet 
silence, imd answer no qae»tion that it asked .at 
Tou, and I will aoconnt for your silence bym.'f' ■ 



Having thas ioBtraoted ber lo^er, they jour- 
neyed on to the caatl<^ and entering hj the kit- 
chen, foond themaelres in the midst of sack a 
ieitire seoie ae m%ht become the mansion «f s 
^Beat feudal lord or prisoa. Thirty carcasses of 
deer were lying on tbe neesiye kitchen board, 
Bnder tbe brade <^ naaoerons cooks, who toiled 
to out theai up and dress them, while tJie gigt^ 
tie greyboiNiae which had taken the spoil laf 
lapping the bkwd, md enjoying the sigbt ef th« 
BUUB game. They came next to ibe roy^ hal^ 
vbM« tb« kiag reoeiTed bis lorii^ oanwrt willi- 
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OOt eensare or soniieioa. Knig^ta and Indies, 
danciiiK by tiiraes, (re»U, perh^s,) occupied tUe 
floor <n the hall, eind Thoniai, ue &tigaea of hia 



jonmey from tiie E^ldon faiUs forgotten, went for- 
ward and joined in Um reT^3r. After a period, 
however, which aeemed to him a very short one, 
the qoeen spoke with him ^lart, and bade him 



pmqMre to return to hia own eonntrgr* " Now,'' 
■md the qneen, " how long think yon that yon 
bare been here ?"— ■< Certei, iair lady," answered 



Thomas, " not abore these seren days." — " ¥oa 
are deceived," answered the qneen, " yon have 
be«B seven jfeart in this castle ; and it ia Ml time 
yOD WOTB gone. Know, Th<miaB, that the fiend 
at hell will come to this castle to-morrow to de- 
mand hia tribute, and bo handsome a man as yon 
will attract hia eye. For all the world wonld I 
not snffier yon to be betrayed to auch a late ; there- 
fore Qp, and let ns be gmag" These terrible newa 
recondled lliomaa to hia departure from £lfoi 
land, and the qneen was not long in jdaeing htm 
mon Himtly bank, where the birda were singing. 
Ska took a teader leave of him, and to ensure his 
repntation, bestowed on him the tongne which 
MMi net fy. Thomas in vmn objected to this in- 
esnvenieBt and involmitsry adheaion to veradty, 
wfatdi would make him, as he thought, nnfit fior 
dmrek or for maritet, for long's conrt or for la- 
dy's bower. But all bu remonstranoes were dis- 
regarded by the lady, and Thomas the Rhymer, 
whenever the discourse turned on the future, 
gained the credit of a prophet whether he would 
vr nati for he conld sav nothing but what was 
wme to come to pass. It is plun, that had Tho- 
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laaa been n legiaUtor instead of a poet, we hare 
here the story of Nnma and Egeria. 

Thomas remained several years in his own- 

' tower near Elrc«ldoune, and enjoyed the &nie of 

, his predictions, several of which arecnrrent ainoi^ 
the conntry people to this day. At length) as the. 
prophet was entertaining the Earl of March in his 

' dwelling,a cry of astonishment arose in the viUa^t 
on the appearance of a hart and hind,* which left 
the forest, and, contrary to their shy nature, came- 
quietly onward, traversing the viU^e towards 
toe dwelling of Thomas. The prophet instantly- 
rose from the board; and, acknowJedgiug the pro- 

. digy as the summons of his late, he accompanied 
the hart and hind into the forest, and uiough 
occasionally seen hy individnals to whom he has 
chosen to show himself, has never again mixed 
familiarly with mankind. 

Thomas of Erceldonne, during his retirement, 
has been supposed, from time to time, to be levy- 
ing forces to take the field in some raiais of Us 
country's fate. The story has often been told, of 
a daring horse-jockey having sold a black horse to 
a man of venerable and antique appearance, who 
appointed the remarkable hillock upon Eildon 
hiUs, called the Lucken-hare, as the place wheroi 
at twelve o'clock at night, he should receive tiie 
price. He came, his money was paid in ancient 
coin, and he was invited hy his customer to view 
his residence. The trader in horses followed his 



■ Tbli lui clrcumstinw Mcms imitated from a pMSBge 
In the I.lf« of Merlin, by JiSrej of UoDmoath. 8«a 
Ellis's Ancient Bamuicc*, toI. i. p. 73, 
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gidde in the deepest astonieibmeiit throagb seTenJ 
long ranges of stalls, in each of which a horse stood 
motionless, while an armed warrior lay equally still 
at tho charger's feeb " All these men," said the 
wisard in a whisper, " will Awaken at the battle 
of SWiffmoor." At the extremity of this extra- 
ordinary depdt hung a sword and a horn, which 
tiie pro{ihet pointed out to the horse-dealer as 
containing the means of dissolring the spell. The 
man in confusion took the horn, and attempted ti> 
wind it. The horses instantly started in th^r 
stsUs, stamped, and shook their bridles, the men 
anete and clashed their armour, and the mortal) 
tcmfled at the tnrault be had excited, dropped the 
horn from bis band. A voice like that of a giant, 
leader even than the tumult around, pronounced 
tkeae words : — 



A whirlwind expelled the horse-dealer irom the 
cavern, the witrance to whitJi he could never agmn 
find. A mmral might be perbiqis extracted from 
the legend, — nunely, that it is best: to be umed 
against danger before bidding it defiance. Bat it 
is a circumstance worth notice, that although this 
edition of the tale is limited to the year 1715, by 
the vexj mention of the Sherifiinoor, yet a similar 
story appears to have been current during the 
reign of Qneen Eliiabeth, which is given by Re- 
ginald Scot. The narrative is edifying, as pe- 
culiarly illustrative of the mode of marring a on- 
rions tale in telling it, which was one of the vir- 
tnei professed by Cains when he hired himself 
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to King Lew. R^r>>*l^ Soot, incrednloai <m tke 
subject of witchcraft, atwmt to have given wise 
weight to the belief of those who thought that 
the flpirite of funons men do, after death, take 
up totafi partMolar habitations near citUa, lowtw» 
and ooontriea, and act aa tatelarf and guardian 
Mforita to the plaeea which they lored while in tk» 
flech. 

" Bat more partioolarly to illoatiate this eon- 
jectcre," saya be, " I co^d name a person who 
hath lately appeared thrice since his decease, at 
least some ghostly beiag or other that calls ilaelf 
by the name of snch a person, who was dead afaore 
a hnndred ye^ ago, and was, in his lifetiiB^ m^ 
counted as a prophet or predicter, by the assirt- 
amoe of sublmiary ipirits ; and now, at bis ^^eai> 
ance, did also give strange predictions reepMting 
famine and plenty, war and bloodshed, and the 
end of the world. By the information of the per- 
son that had commtmication with him, the last of 
Us appearances was in ^e fallowing mauMT. 
^'Ihad been," said be, "to seUahrase tf then^^ 
market town, but not attaining my price, as J M- 
tnmed home, by the way I met this man, who 
began to be familiar with me, ashing what news, 
and how afiairs moved throngh the country 7 I an- 
swered as I thought fit ; withall, I told bim of my 
liorae, whom be began to che^»en, and proceeded 
with me so far, that the price was agreea upon. 8» 
he tamed back with ne, and told me that if I 
wvnld go along wilih him, I should receive my mo- 
ney. Oa oar way we went, I upon my horse, and 
heon another milk- white beMt. After much travd, 
I aaked bim where he dwelt, and what hia iiane 
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•WM ? He taU m» tiat fais dweiiiBr wm « tnilo 

■erer heard, tb«i^ I bneir all tke canntry muad 
■teid.* He alio toU m Aat be Unwelf was 
^■t potaDD •£ the iniily of LeanBatiAs,f m mndh 
^okffli of aa a fpofihtt. At wUdi I b«gan to be 
■aawwlut fieaim, paraeiriw wa wvra on a road 
iritkh I nerer had bom on Wisre, which increa- 
aed ny (tar &Bd aimement Hore. W«U I on mo 
west till he braogb aae BndK grotrnd, I kmnr 
Bst how, iato A* pnaenae of a Manti&l irmiaa, 
'lAo paid tite money wiA—t a word ipeakiagr- 
He conducted me oat again throogh a large and 
lo^ ^try, There I saw abave ax hnndrad men 
-m DiTiim' Irid piiaatinte o» tha gramid aa if aalafy. 
At laat I fnindBijrnlf in &a i^en Md, hr Ae Mp 
efthe moodglrt, m the vay pMee where I fint met 
lara, aad nade a shift tA ^ hmia by threo in 
Aemomiag'. AH Ae OMiieylbadreoeiTedwaa 
jaat donUe ^ wbat I «Bteemed it wium die w*- 
'waii paid ne, af wUeii, at thii intast; I baive 
aavtxM pieeas to riiow, ooaniliag of nin^oniea^ 



* In thUtbeautlitiriiliithemiielfTMraDceuIiia name- 
Kike H^naU, thM^h iuTliig it leaat as nuuij oppartiml- 
tio oT tofbrawtkn. 

t la pifdvttaittioa, the naMi af ThMou Ibi IUi}B>« 
ma Wwari sTsnd M bo XMnuatli, liaagk ht ndtbw 
luca it hinuel^ nw i* dwoibcd by hia nn aCbcr Oaa Le 
BjmDiir. Th> I.(aniiMltlw of I>»ii9ie, in Fif<^ claliuad 
descent &»m the prophrt. 

} DiKourH oT Detlls and Spirits upended to tbt IMa- 
OTvyarWMAiiaftghrScstaaiaSoBt, Eh. kMkU.A^^ 



140 

It is B great pity that this horae-deder, ha- 
ving; speciment of the tairy coin, of a quality more 
permanent than naual, had not faroured UB with 
an account of an impress bo roluahle to medalists. 
It is not the less edifying, m we are deprived of 
the more picturesque parts of the story, to learn 
that Thomas's payment was as fiiithfnl as his pro- 
phecies. The Deautifnl lady who bore the pm^e 
must hare been midonbtedly the Fairy Qneen, 
whose affection, though, like that of his own he* 
roine Yseult, we cannot term it altogether laud- 
able, seems yet to hare borne a faithful and fimt 
chaivcter. 

I hare dwelt at some lenrth on the *tory of 
Thomas the Rhymer, as the oTdeit tradition of the 
kind which has reached us in detail, and as pre- 
tending to show the fate of the first Scottisli 
poet, whose existence, and its date, are established 
Doth by history and records ; and who, if we con- 
eider him as writing in the Anglo-Norman lan- 
guage, was certainly one among the earliest of ita 
versifiers. But the legend is still more cnrious, 
from its being the first, and most distinguished 
instance, of a man alleged to hare obtained snper- 
natnral knowledge by means of the &iriea. 

Wiieace or bow this singular community de- 
rired their more common popular name, we may 
say has not ae yet been rery clearly established. 
It is the opinion of the learned, that the Persiui 
word Peri, expressing an unearthly being, of a 
species very similar, will afford the best derira- 
tion, if we suppose it to hare reached Europe 
through the medium of the Arabians, in whose 
alphabet the letter P does not exist, to that 
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ihay pnmonDce tlie word Feri initead of Peri. 
StiU there ii sometliing ancertain in this etymo* 
lo^. We hesitate to aicribe, either to the Per- 
iiuiH or the Anii)iaii8, the distinjpitBhiag name of 
an ideal commonwealth, the notion of which they 
certainlydtdnotcontributetoaB. Some are, there- 
fore, tempted to nippoae, that the elres may have 
obtained their most fregnent name from their 
bein^, par exceUenct, a faiT or cornel}/ people, a 



qaahty whidi they affected on all occaaions ; while 
toe ivperttition of the Scottish was likely enonoit 
to ^re them a name which might propitiate Ota 
Tnnity for which they deemed the race remark- 
able; just as, in other instances, they called the 
fays " men of peace," " good neighboors," and 
by other titles of the like import. It must be 
owned, at the same time, that the words Jaj/ 
«aA fairy may have been mere adoptions of the 
French^ aaifeerie, though tliese terms, on the 
other Bide of the Channel, hare reference to a 
clas* of spirits corresponding, not to our fairies^ 
bat with the far different Fata of tbe Italians. 
Bat this is a question which we willingly leare 
for the decision of better etymologists than onr- ' 
selves. 






te Ladg Fow^i ami (jf Sector 3fiatro,Atr iSg>^ 




■Cm ^Elfi^rrom Biadt -Pmih o/ AbtHnlt 
y Eiri*r lit Mtui^ar ^ AbafayUs Work on Fairy 
St^trUilioiu — Bs it hmself buicn to Fairyland — Dt 
GraAam^t Zilertataff TTorjt, and Au St/bnaaSaii m 
FItiry SmrwHHata—Starfofa Female in Eiat LoMat 

Te ratam to IWiBU dn Bhymer, with «B So- 
cMMt of vhMo lennd I oM^aded kst lettsr, it 
vould >e«m, that toe example whicli it affordtd ot 
obbuninf^ the gift of presaence, and otiier Boper- 
DBtantl powers, by means of tlie fairy people, be- 
came the common apology of those who attempted 
to cure diseaaei, to tell fortunes, to reTenge mjn- 
nea, or to engage in traffic wiUi the invisible world, 
for the parpose of satisfying their own wishes, 
curiosity, or revenge, or those of others. Those 
who practised the petty arts of deception in such 
mystic cases, being naturally desirous to acreeo 
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tiuar mwn impoitsiM, wen wiUiag to be mppa^ 
nad t« dmre from Uk fiuriea, or from mwtela 
taimKirted to Suryiaad, the powor oecMMuy 
to ettoct the dispUya of art which thejr pratenct- 
od to exhilnt. A con&MioB of direct comma- 
mcstioa and leigne with Satu, tbosgh the aoen- 
oed were too mqaemAj ctHODpelled hj torture to 
admit and arow aoch hoirors, might, tho poiur, 
wretdiM hoped, be avoided, hy tho avowal of a leea 
j: ^-- intercoune widt mUuary ^iriti, r 



neo iHudi mi^rt be deaoibed by aentiTes, be- 
i^ itnther angda, deviU, nor the eow of deeea- 
Boo men; nor would it, ^y might flattw then^ 



selTes, be consulered as any criminal aUiance, that 
they held communion with a raea not pn^eriy 
hertile to man, and willing, on certain eondition^ 
to ha lueful and Jrtendly to him, Soch bb intor- 
course wu certainly far short of the witch's ro- 
noimeing her BalratiMi, delivering heia^ person- 
ally to the devil, and at once enauriiw condranna:' 
tioa in this world, togedier with the Cke doom in 
&e next. 

Acoordingly, the eredidoni^ who, in March of 
heahh, knowledge greatneaa, or moved by aaj 
of the nnmberiesa oaniea for which men leek to 
lo^ into fntority, were anxiona to obtain auper-. 
human aaaistance, as wcjl as the numfaBM who nad 
it in view to dupe snch willmg clients, became 
both cheated and cheaters, alike anxioot to eata*-^ 
falnh the posaihility of a harmless proceaa of re- 
search into futurity, for laodaUe, we at least in-: 
nocent objects, as healing diseases, and the like;- 
in abort, of the existence of while magjc, as it 
ymi called, in qppoBitton to that black art cbuIb*. 
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«vely and directly derived from Snterconna wU 
Satan. Soxne endeavonred to predict a ntAn's U)r- 
tnne in marriage or hiB anccesi in life by the a» 
pect of the stars ; others pretended to posaeM 
flpells, by which they conld reduce a/ad compel aa 
elementary spirit to enter within a stone, a look* 
iug-fflose, or some other local place of abode, and 
con&ie her there by the power of an especial 
oharm, conjuring her to aside and answer the 
questions of her master. Of these we shall aftM%< 
irarda say something ; bat the species of enwion 
DOW under our iuTestigadon is that of the fanatiM 
or impostors, who pretended to draw informaticHi 
from the equirociu spirits called fairies ; sud the 
number of instances before us is so great as in- 
duces us to believe, that the pretence of commu- 
nicating with E^Aand, and not with the actual de- 
mon, was the manner in which the persons accused 
of witchcraft most frequently endeayoured to ex- ' 
cuse themselves, or at least to alleviate the charaas 
brooght agtunst them of practising sorcery, out 
the Scottish law did not acquit those who accom- 
plished even praiseworthy actions, such aa re- 
raaricable cures, by mysterious remedies ; and the 
proprietor of a patent medicine, who should in 
those days have attested his having wrought saelt 
miracles aa tre see sometimes advertised, might 
perhaps have forfeited his life before he establish- 
ed the reputation of his drop, elixir, or pill. 

Sometimes the soothsayers, who pretended to 
not on this information irom sublunary spirits, 
soared to higher matters than the practice o^pby- 
sic, and interfered in the late of nations. When 
James the First was murdered at Perth, ia 1437, , 
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a Highland woman propheBied the conraeandpn^ 
pose of the conepirncy, and hud ahe been listened 
to, it might hare been disconcerted. Being ask- 
ed her source of knowledge, she aniwered, Hvd- 
hart had told her ; which might either be the 
Mtme iritli Hadihin, a Dutch spirit Homewhat si- 
milar to Friar Rush, or Robin Ooodfellow,* or 



the Scots assigned rather more serious influence. 
Ilie most specifd acconnt which I hare found 
of the intercourse between fairyland and a female 
'professing to hare some influence in that court, 
eombinea with a strong desire to be useful to the 
distressed of iKith sexes, occurs in the early part of 
A work to which I have been exceedingly obliged 
hi the present and other publications.f ThedetaiUi 
•f the evidence, which consists chiefly of the nnfor- 
tnnate woman's own confession, are more fiill than 
usual, and comprehend some curious particular*. 
To spare techmcal repetitions, I must endeavour 

* " Hailbln la a vary familiar dcrll, irlio will do notiody 
knrt, ouept he recelTe iqjm'f ; bat he eannot ihlde that, iu» 
yet be mocked. H« tnlketh with men lri«ndlf, Kimetime* 
Tuiblj', aometimei InTlaiblf . There go u manj tales upoD 
this Hudkln In Kime pEtrts of Cermuij, eg there did ta 
England on Robin GoodfelJow." — Discourse concerning 
Detiili, annexed to The Discovery of WUc/icrafl, by Rim. 
HALD Scot, book i. chap. xsi. 

f The cnrloQi oallBCtioa of Trlab, from the Criminal 
Becorda sf Scotland, Dair tn the courH of pablicadoD, by 
Bobert Pilcaini, Eu). affordi so singiilar a plctnre of (he 
manners and hnbita of onr anontora, while yet a ucnibar- 
laroua people, that it is equally worth the attention of (he 
historian. At antlqnaiy, Ae phllcnopher, and the poet. 
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to select the pria^al &cts in QvidcBce ia dettilf 
ao (or M they bev aaon th« preMBt sobject. 

On the 8th Nov^abw, 1576, Eliubeth or Bess ja 
I>Hiilop, 8p«aae ta Aadro Jak, in Lyno, in tl» 
Banwy of Dmiry, AyrdbJre, wai acensed of mt- 
ceryBudwitchorafiiaBdrtnMofthepeople. Her 
aoBirav to the inteiTai^iitsTies of the judges or 

JrMecnton ran thwk It beii^ required (Nf her, 
y what att ahe coold tell <tf lost goods, or pro- 
phesy the event of illBess ? ehe replied, that of 
kerself she had no knowledge or ecience of ndk 
Kitten, birt that wlien qoeitioBs were adced afc 
her concoBing aaelt nuUuv, she was in the habit 
of tpplying to one Thome Rod, who died at th« 
batOe of Pinlde (10th Sc^ktember, 1547) aa h» 
hiauelf afiraied, uid who remtred her aay ^|i>ee- 
lious which she a^ed at faiia. This person abe 
described aa a respectahle eldexly-kHdcing mea» 
Krey-bearded,andweariBg'agTeycoa^ with Ijomi 
Sard sleeres, of the anld iaahioB. Apairttfgrey 
lireeches, and white stoddaxs gartwed above ti» 
knee, a black bonnet on his head, dose behind and 
plain before^ with nlken kcea dcawn throivh tlie 
Una thereof aad a white wand in kia kaadTeflai- 
^eted die deeGriprien of yrkst we may eappen « 
respectable-looking xoan of the province and p^ 
riod. Being demanded conceminffher first inter- 
view with this mysterious Thoaie Reid, she gavo 
rather an affecting account of the disasters with 
vhidi she wsa then afflicted, and a scHa i^ which 
perhaps uded to oenrnre op the imginuy eonn- 
edlor. She was walking between her own honss 
and the yard of Monkcastle, driving her cown 
to the common pasture, and maikisghearjinmn 
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with h«nelf, wwpii^ bittarly far bar cow that 
was dead, her husbaod and ebUd that wwe m«b 
of the hmd-Ul, (some cont^ious uckness of the 
time,) while she henelf wu in a very infirm it>t% 
having lately home a child. On thi» occaaio% 
she mat Thome Reid for th« first ticra, who s^ 
lated her coitrteoDBlf, which sh« returned. " Sbw> 
ta Maiia, B«auel" Bud the i^^iagrition; " whj 
mutt thou malce anch dole and weq>ing; for aay 
earthly thiag ?"— '' Havfl I not reasan for gr«at 
aiKrow," laid aho, " unco our properly ia gnag 
to destractioii, my hnsbwid ia on the point w 
death, my bahy will not lira, and I am mya^ at 
8 weidt point ? Have I not canae to have a aor* 
heart?" — ■• Beaue," answered the spirit, ■■ thoH 
haatdi^Ieaaed God in aaking aonethnig that thoa 
ahauld net, and I coonwl you to amend yoox 
&alL I tell thee, thy child uiall die ere thou get 
bama. ; thy two abeep ahall aba die, but thy hoa- 
hmd ahallrecoTer, aadbeaswellaodfeiraBeTer 
he was." The good woman waa aomettuiig eiH>' 
farted to bear uat her hnabaod waa to be spared 
in inch her general calamity, bat was rather 
alarmed to aee her i^toatly coraaeUor paas fros 
her, and diaappear uroogh a hole in die g>rd«i> 
waU, seemingly too nanrow to admit of any liring 
peraon pasMDg through it. Another time he met 
her at the Thwn of Dawmatannk, and abowed his 



thing if ahe would but deny Christendeni, and the 
faith ahe took at the fbnt-stone. She answered, 
thai rather than do that ahe woidd be torn tt 
horses' heels, but that i^ wwild be eonfonnable 
ta hi* advice in. l«ia matftn. He purled with 



her in some displeosnre. Shortly aftenmrdi Irt 
appeared in her own house, abont noon, which 



tailors were sensible of the preseilce of the phantom 
warrior who wBs slain at Pinkie ; so that, without 
nttracting their obserration, he led ont the good- 
irife to the end of the house near the kiln. Here he 
showed her a company of eight women and fbor 
men. The women were busked in their plaids, and 
Very seemly. The strang'ers saluted her, and sud, 
"Welcome, Bessie ; wilt thou go with va ?" Bnt 
Bessie was silent, as Thome Reidhad prerionsly 
twiommended. AAer this she saw their lips more, 
but did not understand what they said ; and in ft 
short time they removed from thence with a hide- 
ous ugly howling sound, like that of a hutricane. 
Thome Reid then acquainted her that these were 
the good wights (fairies) dwelling in the court of 
E^fland, who came to invite her to go thither with 
them. Bessie answered, that before she went that 
road, it wonld require someconsideration. Thome 
answered, " Seest tfaou not me both meat-worth, 
clothes -worth, and well enough in person ?" and 
engaged she should be easier than ever she was. 
But she replied, she dwelt with her husband and 
children, and would not leave them ; to which 
Thome Aeid replied, in very ill-humour, that If 
such were her seatiments, she would get little 
g;ood of him. 

Although they thus disagreed on the pnn- 
cipal object of liioroe Reid's visits, Bessie Dun- 
lop affirmedbecoutinaed to come to her frequent- 
ly, and aasiit ber with hia counsel ; and that if any 
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one coDSulted ker about tbe ailmenta of hnman 
hainga or of cattle, or the recorery of things lost 
asd stolen, she was, by tbe advice of Thome: 
Reid, always able to anairer the queiiets. She 
was also tansht by her (literally ghostly) adviser^ 
bow to watca the opemtion of the ototiaeiitB be 
gave her, and to presage iirom them the recovery 
or death of the patient. She said Thome gave 
ber berbs with bis own hand, with which she 
uured John Jack's bairn and Wilson's of the 
Townbead. She also was helpful to a wuting-^ 
Wtnnui of the young Lady Stanlie, daughter of 
tbe Lady Johnstone, whose disease, according to' 
tbe opinion of the iidalUble Thome Reid, was " a 
.caold blood that came about her heart," and &&-> 
qnently caused her to swoon away. For tfais' 
'Thome mixed a remedy as generous as the Balm' 
«f Gilead itself. It was composed. of the most' 
pot«nt ale, concocted with spices and a little white 
svgar, to be drunk every morning before taking 
food. For these prescriptions BeseieDunlop's fee. 
was a peck of meal and some cheese. The yonne 
woman recovered. But the poor old Lady Kit 
bowie could get no help for her 1^, which bad 
been crooked for years ; for Thome fleid said the 
marrow of tbe limb was perished and the blood 
bennmbed, so that she would never recover, and 
if she Bonght farther assistance, it would be the 
worse for her. These opinions indicate common, 
sense and prudence at least, whether we consider- 
them as orifpnating with the umgvAile Thome 
Beid, or with the culprit whom he patronised. 
The jadgments given in the case of stolen goods 
were also well chosen ; for though they seldom led 
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ta neoyeaiog Aa pnopertT-, they g wn t Jy idl«g»d 
RDck uCufkotery rauoui for ite not bemg fwiui , 
ai effectiuUf to oortr the credit of the {»t>fthat- 
OM. Tbaa Hngk Scott's doftk ooolct n«t M r»- 
biraed, becanae tha ttuerefl bad gHaed tine to 
nak« it imto K Icirtle. Jam«i JoraieecHi and Jamst 
Bund wBold, bjr ber adriee, have recovered t^eir 
plMigh-iroiu irnich had been fltolea, had it aoC 
been the will of fete that William Doagal, sheriff's 
officer, one of the partjea eean^iag for then, 
should acoept a bribe of three ponniiU not to fiad 
tibem. Ib riiort, aliJioB|ffa she lost a lace -whieh 
^omeReidg^vreheront of hisown fa^d, whiah, 
tied round vomen in ehildlnrth, had the power 
of helping their d^irOTy, Beisy Danlop's pro- 
iMsion of a wise wiHsan seems to kareflonriMied 
iadifferentiy well till it drew the evil eye of the 
law npon her. 

More minntely pressed npon the anbjeot of her 
fiuuiliar, she said she had never known him whS« 
anoBg the Irring, bnt was aware that the jperson 
Boeallin|> himself was onewho had, in his lifetime 
actoally been known in middle earth as Thome 
tteid, officer to the Ijaird of Blair, and who died 
Bt Hakie. Of tiiis she was made certun, be- 
onse he sent her on errands to hts son, who 
had snooeeded in his office, and to othws his re- 
lative*, whom he named, and commanded them 
md certain trespasses which he bad done 



while alive, Aimishing' her with sure tokens by 
which they shoold know that it was be who baa 
sent her. One of these errands was somewhat 
remarkable. She was to remind a neighbonr of 
some particular which she was to recall to hia me- 
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morj fcy tin token, ttml Thame Reid and Im )»4 
tat sot toMtiier to jnt to tEm b^de whtch toiA 
jfcoe on tfae Km^ IMiirday ; that the perton to 
whim the meisi^ wm wnt, was indkied rathtf 
to tmv9 in a dMfereBt direction, bnt that ThoBM 
Retd hearteiied him to panne his joamey, aatl 
brewht him to the Kirk of Dahy. whera h» 
he ng ' h t a parcel of fipi, aitd made a present of 
Aeffi to his companion, tyin^ thein in his hand<- 
ker^ief ; afker which they kept company tiU they 
cmmm to the field npon the fatal Kaek Batnrdaf, 
M ike tiattle of Knkie was long called. 

Of Thome's other habits, she said that be al- 
wpya b^iBTcd with the strictest propriety, only 
that he pressed her to go to ESmand with hiiii» 
and took hold of her apron as if to poll her 
alonr. A^ain, she said she had seen him in pub- 
lic plaees, both in the charcbyard at Dairy, and 
OS the street of fiidinbnrgb, where be walked 
about among other people, and handled goods 
tint were exposed to sale, trithont attracting 
any notice. She berself did not then speak to 
him ; for it was his eeinmend that, upon soeh 
ectttunons, she sfaonld nerer address bim, nnless 
be spoke first to her. In his theological opinions, 
Mr Reid appeared to lean to the Chnrch of 
Rome, which, indeed, was most indnlgent to the 
^ry f<rik. He said tjiat the neie lato, i. e. the Re- 
fiHToation, was not food, and that the old fitiA 
shenld retam again, ftnt not exactly as it had been 
before. Being questioned why this visionary sag* 
attached himself to her more than to others, tM 
aeented pmaon replied, that when she was eon- 
fined in childbirth of one of her boys, a stout wo- 
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man Mine into her hut, and sate down on a beoA 
by her bed, like a mere earthly gossip; that she 
demanded a drink, and was accommodated ae- 
eordingly ; and thereafter told the invalid that th« 
child shonld die, hut that her hnaband, who wav 
then tuliog, should recover. This visit seems to 
have been previous to her meeting Thome Reid 
near Monkcastle garden, for that worthy expluiwd 
to her that her stout visitant was (jueen of Ffurieii 
and that he had since attended her by the expreiB 



s reminds ns of the extreme dotine attach- 
ment which the Queen of the Fairies is repr»- 
sented to have taken for Dapper, in the Alcb^ 
mist.' Thome Reid attended her, it wonid seoa, 
on being summoned thrice, and appeared to her 
very often within four years. He often requested 
her to go with him on his return to Furyland, 
and when she refused, he shook his head, and Biiid 
she would repent it. 

If the delicacy of the reader's imagination be a 
little hart at imagining the el^^nt Titania in the 
disguise of a ttoiU woman, a heavy burden for n 
dnmsy bench, drinking what Christopher Sly 
would hare called very suEBcient small-neer willi 
a peasant's wife, the following description of the 
fairy host may come more near the idea he hai 
formed of that invisible company. Bessie Dun- 
lop declared, that as she went to tether her nag 
by the side of Restalrig Loch, (Lochend, near the 
eastern port of EMinbiu^h,) she heard a tremen- 
dous sound of a body of riders rushing past htr, 
with such a noise as if heaven and earth would 
come together. That the sound swept past her. 
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Mad seemed to null into the lake with a ludeoni 
mtnbting noise. All tbii while she saw nothing ; 
bat Thome Reid showed her that the noise was 
eccaaioned by the wights, who were performing 
one of their cavalcades npon earth. 

The intervention of Thome Reid, as a partner 
in her trade of petty sorcery, did not avail poor 
Bemie Danlop, although hig affection to her was 
apparently entirely Platonic, — the greatest fami- 
liuity on which he ventured was taking hold of 
her gown as he pressed her to go with him to £llf- 
laod. Neither did it avail her, that the petty 
florcery which she practised was directed to ve- 
sial or even beneficial purposes. The sad word* 
OBthemargin of the record" Convict and burnt," 
vaffidently express the tragic conclusion of a cn- 
nvmtale. 

Alison Pearson, in Byrehill, was, 28th May, 
1£88, tried for invocation of the spirits of the 
devil, specially in the vision of one Mr William 
Synpson, her cousin, and her mother's brother's 
SMI, who, she affirmed, was a great scholar and 
'doctor of medicine, dealing with charms, and 
abusing the ignorant people. Against this poor 
'Woman, her own confession, as in the case of Bes- 
sie Dunlop, was the principal evidence. 

As Bessie Dunlop had Thome Reid, Alison Fear* 
SM bad also a familiar in the court of Eldand. 
This was her relative William Sympson afore- 
said, bom in Stirling, whose father was king's 
tmiih in that town. William had been taken away, 
she sud, by a man of Egypt, (a Gips^) who 
carried bim to B^ypt along with him. That he 
—1 there twelve years, and that hb father 
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•Siei in th« meantiine, fer <^e«Bg ■ prlaM* ■ h tH Jk, 
-and looking upon it. She dmdued tkat abe Ml 
renewed her aeqnuHtance inOt her kiiunan, bo 
ooon u he returned. She tether oonfesM^ 
that one day, as «he pasied lliron^ Crn^o Mnir, 
she lay down, in a fit of eicknen, and that a green 
man ewne to her, and said, if she wcnU he Md^ 
fill, he might do her good. In repi]', she c^uged 
him, in the name of God, md by the law he lir«4 
open, if he came for kin- sool's good, to tell hia 



emnd. On thii the green man departed. BnC 
Le afterwards appeared to her, with idmit men a 
women with him ; and, ^^inat her will, rite v 



obliged to pass with them farther than she ceoM 
tell, wi^ pipingi miith, ^d geed cheer; als» 
that she aeeompuited then into Lothian, wh«« 
she saw puncheons of wine, with tasses, or driric- 
ing caps. She declared, tint when rite told o( 
these Zinnia, she was sorely tormented, and re- 



cmred a blow that took away Aa power of her 

'~)ft side, and left on it an n^y mark, whidi f ~ * 

feeling. She also oonfessed that she had w 



before snnrtse, tlie Good Ne^hhonn make their 
•aires with pans and fires. Sometimes, she sai^ 
tiiey came in snch fearful forms aa frightened hw 
Tery much. At other times tbey spiwe her fair, 
and promised her that she should nerer want, if 
^thfnl ; but if she told of them and their doi^s^ 
iber threatened to martyr her. She also boasted 
of net- faTOur with tiie Qneen of EUland, and tha 
rood friends she had at that cenrt, notwithstand- 
ing that she was sometimes ia disgrace tbere^ 
and had not seen the queen for seren years. Sbo 
said, William Sympson is with tiie iairieB, and 



DEHOHOLOOT AND WTTCHCIIAPT. 155 

Aat in Icte hef know w t cB they «re etmmig ; ani 
dttt ba t&Bgbt faer wl»t r«ra«dt«i to «e, and hoif 
to BTiplr tttem. Sb* declared tbat when a wliirl- 
wliid blew, the fairiee were comnKraly tbere, and 
that ber coDiin SympsonconfeisedthateTery year 
die titbe of tbent were taken away to bell, llie 
celebrated Patr!<^ Adamaon, an excellent dirine, 
md aeeomplitbed acbolar, created by James VI. 
ArdibiRbtq) of St Andrewt, awallowed tbe pre- 
•eriptioni of tbis poor bypoiJiondriBc, widi goo j 
ham and will, eating a attnred fowl, and drinkinff 
ont at two drao^ti a qnart of daret, medtcatea 
iritli die drags ibe Tecommended. According to 
A» beKef of the time, tbis Alison Pearson trans- 
fsRed the bishop's indisposition from himself to ft 
wlnte palfrey, which died in conseqiience. There 
b ft very serere libel on him far this and other 
Unnga unbecoming his order, with which he was 
«lia^;ed, and from whidi we learn tbat Lethin^- 
tOB and BDcdencb were seen by Dame Pearson 
bi Ae T^tryland.* This poor woman's kinsman, 
^rmpBon, did not gire better shelter to her than 
7%ome Reid bad done to her predecessor. The 
maigin ef the conrt-book again bears the rae- 
lan^ely and brief record, " Gmvieta et eombt ut a." 
The two poM women last mentioned are the 
more to be pitied, as, whether enthnsiasta or im- 
postors, they practised their sappoeed art exdn- 
sively for the advantage of mankind. The fol- 
lowing extraordinary detail involves persona of 
iar higher quality, and who sought to iamiltara 
for more baneful purposes. 

* Sm ScoUUh Tama, edited by Jobn O. Dslnll, ^ 381. 
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Katherine Mnnro, Lady Fowlii, by birOi Kft* 
therine Rosa of Baliuffowan, of hirh rank, both 
by ber own family and that of ber bnsband, wbo 
was tbe fifteenth Baron of FowUs, and chief of 
the warlike dan of Monro, bad a stepmother'a 
quarrel with Robert Monro, eldest son of her 
bnaband, vbich she gratified by formioff & 
■cbeme for compaBsing his death by unlawful 
arts. Her proposed advantage in this was, that 
the widow of Robert, when he was thoBremoredt 
should marry with her brother George Ross of 
Balnagowan; and for this porpose, her sister- 
in-law, the present Lady Balnagowan, was also 
to be remoTed. Lady Fowlis, it' the indictment 
bad a syllable of truUi, carried on her practices 
with the least possible disguise. She assem- 
bled persons of the lowest order, stamped with 
an infamous celebrity as witches ; and besides 
making pictures or models in clay, by which tbm 
hoped to bewitch Robert Mnnro and Lady Baf- 
nagowan, they brewed, upon one occaaion, poi- 
son so strong, that a page tasting of it immediatfl- 
ly took sickness. Another ear^en jar, (Scottici* 
piff,) of the same deleterious liquor, was prepared 
Dy tbe Lady Fowlis, and sent with her own nonet 
for the purpose of administering it to Robert 
Munro. The messenger having stumbled in tbe 
dark, broke the jar, and a rank grass grew on 
tbe spot where it feU, which sheep and cattle ab- 
horrM to touch ; but the nurse, baring less sense 
than the brute beasts, and tasting of tbe liqnor 
which had been spilled, presently died. What is 
more to our present purpose. Lady Fowlis made 
use of the artillery of Elfland, in order to do- 
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Vtny ber gtepaon and Biat«r-m>Iaw. Laikie Lon- 
eiirt, one of the asBHtant hhga, prodnced two of 
what the common people call elf-arrow-IieBdi| 
heing, in fact, the points of flint naed for arming 
tlie ends of arrow-shafts in the moit andent 
timeS) bnt accounted by tho anpentitioni ths 
weapons by whicit the fairiei irere wont to de- 
stroy both man and beast. The pictore* of the 
ratended Tictims were then aet up at the north 
end of the apartment, and Christian Robs Mal- 
oofanson, an ussiBtant hag, shot two shaftB at the 
imitg^e of Lady Balnagowan, and three against the 
piietnre of Robert Munro, by which ahota they 
vere broken, and Lady Fowlis commanded nev 
flares to be modelled. Many similar acts of 
wib^craft, and of preparing poisons, were alle- 
ged a^inst Lady Fowlis. 

Her son-in-law, Hector Munro, one of hia 
stepmother's prosecutors, was, for reasons of his 
own, active in a similar conspiracy against the 
life of his own brother. The rites that he prac- 
tised were of an nnconth, barbaroas, and unutnal 
toatore. Hector being taken ill, consulted on his 
ease some of the witches or soothsayers, to whom 
this family appears to have been partial. The 
ttnswer was unanimous, that be must die un- 
less tlie principal man of his blood should suffer 
death in his stead. It was agreed that the vicarioiu 
substitute for Hector mnst mean George Monro, 
brother to him by the half blood, (the son of the 
Katherine, Lady Fowlis, before commemorated.) 
Hector sent at least seren messengers fbr this 
yodnff man, refusing to receive any of his other 
friends, till he saw tne snbstitute whom be destt- 
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ned to take hit place ia the grave. Wbea Qeorg^ 
at length anired. Hector, by advice of a noto- 
TiOBi witch, called Marion Maclngaracb, and of 
tiB own foEter motiier, Christiaii Xeil DalyaU,Te> 
ceired him with peculiar coldueu and regtrainC 
He did not speak for the space of an hosr, till hig 
iHother broke silence, and asked " How be did P" 
Hector replied, ■* Tbst he was the bettec Gaotg* 
had come to visit him," and relapsed into >il«ne^ 
which seemed singular when compared wUh thf 
anxiety he had ^iplayed to sea hu brother ; bol 
it waa, it seems, a necessary port of the spelL 
After midnight, the sorceress Marion MacLa* 
garai^ tha chief priestess w Nieneven, of \h» 
company, went forth with her accompUcaa, car- 
ryii^ i^ades with them. They then proceeded 
to dig a grave, not far &0)a tho seA-Bide, npim » 
piece of land, which formed the boundary betwixt 
two pri^rietors. Tba p«ve waa made aa near- 
ly as possible to the size of their patient Heo* 
tor Munro, the earth dug out of the grave being 
laid aside for ^ timet After ascCTtaining that 
the operation of the charm on George MoBcot 
the destined victim, should be su^raiuled far » 
time, to avoid Euspicion, the ctmqiiraton fffocee^ 
ed to work their spell in » sii^nlar, impreasiTet 
and, I believe, unique suuuwr. The time bang 
January 1568, the patioDt* Heetor Munro, wat 
boras forth in a pair of blankets, aeeompanied with 
all who were intrusted with the lecr^ who ww» 
wumed to he strictly sileu^ till the chief soroweM 
should have received her information fri^ the 
aii|^ whom ibey served. Hector Unuro vaa 
cankd t» Us eaiT9f and laid tivmia, tits wrik 



DEMOMOLOfiT AMD WITCHCRATT. IS*" 

tdwy fil«d ia oa liim, wd tbe gnre seciuvd viA 
stakei, as at A ml fiiHwal. Marion Abe In^uacb, 
the Hecate of theni^ht, then latdown by thegrarV) 
while ChriatMo Netl Dalyell, the foster mother, 
na 1^ breadth of aboBt nine rid^ei diBtaiit, lead- 
nig a boy in her handi and, coming agaiM to the 
oraTe wbora Hecter Mnnro ^n» interred tHre, 
OMBaaded of the witch which Tictim she would 
doose, who re[dt«d, that ahe choae Hector to lir^ 
aMd Geo^e to die in hia stead. This form of in- 
d^ataoB waa thrioe r^eated ere Mr Hector was 
removed from his chilling bed in a J^nary grxwe, 
ami earried honev nii remaining mute aa befim. ' 
The eonaeqaenoe of a fitoeem, which aeems ill, 
»da()ted to fwadaee Uw former «£E«ct, waa, that 
Hectar Monro reeoTcred, and, after the inter- 
TantMD of twelre laentha, Geerge Munro, hi* 
kvothor, tUed. Heetor took the principal witch 
inte high faTOW, made her keeper of his ^le^^ 
sad OTMed, it is said, to present her to trial, wb« 
nhmgad at jUterdeea t» preduee her. lioagh 
«n wtwo Ja£»isr|»eraoiiasKffered death oa ao- 
ooont o£ tbe aareerua practised in dte hcaae of 
Fawlio, the Lady Katharine, and her stepaoB 
Hnstor, had heth the aaniiiAl good forttme ta be 
faand aot gmtty. Mr Piteaira neaaarka, that tha- 
jvriea b«>Dg eunposed of aabordmate persona, not 
aintaUeta Aenakw&Mily of the person trie^ 
baa all th» ^pea ra Mce of having be«i packed on 
parpoae far aoqaiWal. It mi^ also, in swae ia- 
tatnl of ptod aeaae, cre^ into the beads of Hea- 
tMT Maaro's saaiM^ that the sadaatineDt beiar 
p^onned in January 1688, and the deceased 
being oqly tahn ill fit lua £a^ diseaM in April 



160 i^TTE^a ON 

I&W, tbe OffitUMe ^\viem.Ao-»fMtx ■ighktMM 
Wo ^aat.to bdmit'l^ifoaneti bmg aigmiiiim 

:< ApothariMtuio««f^heakilI'ofa«oroMMrbMiigr 
traaad-tft tho inatTuctuin44rfthQ>e)T6i,MfonBdia 

)MHdi|b)it profisiHBg ifcillriii palMHtrieaitd jag- 
gJerist itad aocneed ot haTia^ utiiUld iMurgMrflt 
fiaeday m Dein, to-iiak eroMtiKiray ai,T«aMi 
h«Aongi9g to ker own gpod-4>Fotli«r. It being de> 
mandedof bim>b?wlwCinoui be piofasMd him- 
self to hBTBkn*wledg»of tbtnge to aoine,4lie Mid 
John confeaRed, tliat tbe>fip(ke6oCtir«mty-«ix yean 
Bgo,lie .bting trareUing; on All-HalJo v^fiven nigbtt 
between tbe towns of Monygoif (>o spelled) ftiid 
GlarT) in Galway, he met with the Kiag o£ the 
Faines and his company, aaj that tha Kisg of 
the Fairies ffare him a atroke with a white rod 
OT«r the ferenead, which took from him the powor 
of ipeecli, and tbe nee of one eye, which be want- 
ed ior tbe space of three years. He declared, that 
the oee of speech and eyesight waa reetoied to 
him by tbe Kin^ of Fairies and bis company, on an 
Hallowe'en night, at tbe town of Dublin, in Iv» 
land, and that since that time, he had joined these 
people every Saturdsy at seven o'clock, and re- 
mained with them ell the nig^t ; also, that tbev 
met every Hallow tide, sometimes on Lanark Hill, 
(Tintock, perhaps,) sometLmei on Kjlmaura Hill, 
and that he was then tai^:ht by them. He pointed 
ont the spot of hia forehrad, os which, be said, the 
King of the Fiuries struck Um wiUi a white rod, 

• nioaim'a Trials wU i. ^191, 801. 
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wberawpoS) the prinner beisg blindfolded, thejr 
pridced the tpot with » Ivge pin, whereof he ex- 
preflwd DO seiu or feeling. He made the usatA 
dedknition, thiA he had Men manv penons at 
the Court of Fairy, whine names he reheaned 
paitionlarly, and decluvd that all ench pertons e« 
are taken aw«y by sudden death go with the 
King of ESIdand. W^ith this man's evidence we 
bare Ht present no more to do, though we may 
revert to the execrable proceedings which then 
took place against this miserable juggler, and the 
poor women who were aeoused of the same crimen 
At present it is quoted as another instance of a 
fsartnne-teller referring ta Ellland as the senrce 
of bis knowledge. 

At Anldeame, a parish and hn^h of barony, 
in the connty of Naime, the epidemic terror of 
witches seems to hare gone very far. -The con^ 
finrionof a woman called Isobel Gowdie, of date 
A^l, 1662, implicates, as usual, the Court of Fai- 
Ty,'and blends the operations of witchcraft with 
the facilitiea afforded by the fairies. These need 
be the less insisted npon in iJiis place, as the arch^ 
fiend, and not the elres, had the immediate agency 
in the sbominations whicfa sbe narrates. Yet she 
had been, she said, in the Donnie Hills, and got 
meat there from the Queen of Fairies more than 
she could eat. She added, that the queen is 
bravely clothed in white linen, and in white and 
brown clotli, — that the King of Fairy is a brave 
man ; rad there were elf-bnlla roaring and doillinff 
at the entrance of their, palace, which frightened 
ber.mnch. On anotheroccasionthisfrank penitent 
confesses her presence at a rendezrons of witches. 
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Lammas 1659, wbcre, after tbey had ntoUad 
thioi^k the wuntTf in difilerent shapefl, of caM, 
kar«*t and th« tike, eating, driBkiiig, and wasting 
tke goods of th«ir neighboan, into whose hoosM 
they could penetrate, they at length came to the 
DouniebilJs, where the monntaiii opened to receiT* 
thflio, asd they entered a fair big room, as brightai 
day. Attbeentrancerantpedandroaredthelaige 
&iry bi>lk, which always aUrned Isobel Gewdie. 
These animals are ^robaUy the water bull«, fa* 
notis both in Scottish and Irish tradition, whitk 
are not sapposed to be tkHnselTes alti^ether oa»> 
Hy, or safe to haTe concern witli. In their caTernt 
the fairies mBBoiaetured those elf-arrew-hetdst 
with which the witches and they wrought so mudi 
eTil. The etres and the ard^widlabenred joint* 



» dart frou the rough fltnt, and Ike latter p«r> 
fecUag and finiaht^, or, as it is called, diffktinf it> 
Then came the sport of tke nteetii^. Tlie witues 
ke^ode eitker com straws, bean stalks, or mahes, 
and oalling " Horse and Hattodc, in tke DstiI'i 
name !" which is the elfin s^;n^ for momting, diay 
flew wh»eTer they listed. If tke little wkirlwind 
which accompanies their transportation passedany 
mortal, who neglected to blest bima^, iH snch fsU 
itnder the witches' power, and they acquired tha 
right of sboMing at him. Tke penitent prisoner 
gives the names of many wkmn die and her sisters 
had BO slain, the death for which she was most 
sorry being that of William Brown, in tke Miln- 
town of Mains. A shaft was also aimed at the 
Reverend Uarrie Forbes, a nioistw who was 
preaeot at theexaminatitMi of IsoheJ, the confess- 
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-Wp pMiy. The arrow fett Rbort, and ths vritck 
Wvnld hsTQ taken aim agatn, but her maatw for- 
^■dv ber, raying, tbe reverend gentleman's life 
wn not sakjeet to tbeir power. To this strange 
■od rerjr pKrtionlar cmfeanon we thaU. hare na- 
isaicn to recur, when witchcraft is tbe more imr 
XMdiate BsbjccL Wfant it abnr* narrated mark* 
Hn manner in winch the belief in that erime WM 
Uendcd with the Fairj' rapergtition. 

To proceed to more moaeni inrtanees of pev- 
Mun suppowd to bare follen nnder the power 
«f the fairy race, we mnit not forget the Rev. 
-Bobert Kirka, nuniiter of tb« Gespri, the first 
ttaaalalor of the Psdma into ChMlic Terse< He 
WM, m the end of the Mrr^teenth century, me* 
eeaairelyiniotater of the Higblmd parishes of Bid* 
^idddar sad Abeifeyle, lying in the most ronuui- 
tic diitrietofPertbenire, and within tbe HighUnd 
line. These heautifid and wiU regions, compre^ 
bending so many lakes, ro«^ aeqneateredralMyi, 
and dim cepsewooda, are not ercn yet qnite sbnn* 
dened by tbe iUries, who bare resolutely main* 
tnined secure footing ina region sowril snited for 
Aeir residence. Indeed, so rnnch was this the 
otse fenaerly, that Mr Kirke, while in his hittw 
darge of Aberfoyle, fonod materials tor coUeet- 
mg and compiling his Smay on the " Snbter- 
EHiesn and f<w the most pavt Invisihle Peo^e, 
b«ietoftre going mder the name of Eires, 
f^wnes, and Fairies, or the like."* In this dig- 



* Tlte title linM at na , — " Among the Low Coimtiy Scoti 
• thep an dciaribad bj than whs haTe tbt Hieond ^bt, 
ad noir, to iwirtMi fivtKei loqairr) «iUedt«d ftnd m»- 



MHiisb, tli»<BiiADiv«*h*Ml »idMihtuig>iiqind,"'M- 
a»itmi ttW'faikiV'nuw nib tdrt -of «8liU -^mil^ 
iiitl 'kM4 't4nnii«ilh«mthiS)>.«nd iw^nto lUm, 
that thev bare children, norgea, marriages, diuD% 
riiM lH«ihBhv4Mw»<»«fch'i"mTiMMi«g;'riwtmin 
BMhe<li«lp«c^>-t^r'lili«rawtil)'iiMMBli[iaMi,'«iril 

ftilktl'Muoa^' 4mlnir<t;«n«fonte9>intfa< niiitiBh 
M^»Mg^»tt>uttb.i^ii» ]&ike«oateM tMwHf 
^nbUflg' <he'ttitHi'ift9U|itbq'<e*wat «fid';otf>«aiahi> 
nl^awll)"«)iiW'lB>ttiM«><liatwial, th»-««WHi-ifa 
pWflMMsw audi 4iit^lwm' olriUran fitmi Hm^ 
M^NtM.i'f'hB'taAMii^-idimjrriiilkstfa-aMeu. Site 
Btitki>cMwotl4)OiiltiIeli^ U4bfe>indiith'D<-AMiiail^ 
&#Ail«[h4>i« ptmlniMkibiMHicki'bd rabbediiwi^m 
4i4f«tib'btf sklti?«MT'eMil*'WB4 bjr ; ««l iUb nd^ 
araHlnitvamll l«wnv<f »^p>«oi'of cold'tfUDiii pU 
tsV# thtTimivdJM KiiM MoHnto «>ri^.^ 
inriiiiiiii^|| iiii.iliMi iliii (iin^iiliiiilliiiiii iiiaiiiijif 

iMt'miimtmmmit 'at|ialt|l naiiyi.light.to^wb 
hotAssi (notftlailiMifh^q, idanbtlaeB,) ■Mhen-.int 
fioiyoriMini nlHlDBt%*M|o£wi nbatnHetafgtHad 
dhMMeteV'; Ibuti t hay ha v hg.jmes, ^opur^ricKif 

eir-«»t«WLUc«di«i<«liidit>hmw>iMiMdiJiwi irfttb* 
MMfi^«PtluiMtorbalts,«ni eatt iMrtal^iMud 
./trtil>ijU (.1 ,,..- ■ yr-j.l.M' iiimmi.I tt,...i,.) 
I liirfi niiis itnw -fc li-... -1. ,,:.,!. . /,ii „ hi) 
iJing ftm^g the Sciit- 
"■^- ^W Sattaiffl- 
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tll«villAFpKltS/«fiCUNI*hl«lAtDgl4«al«Pt.3ift4l« 

>Huiuk,iilte-iMij«,idM ■ht* bij*M«Uj'plHrtr«^i'MI 
bMt^ittd^t the j'aUJrilMKvatiwwirMcltihelowiH 

llC*«b.-i^K> -Mr -..-■.. -v.. i-'iil. £,<,![' v^iidlBll* 

^■Itfiniu l»7-Ba.<sn|ipiikit« b* NntteedMl^ |h* 
dRvei'MJe^WM iuidiifril|kblefftrtBc«Mi[4»>b«f^ 

aStmiod abtiie temftriMr sf' the.Danran^ «Wljk«r«> 
irhxliMl pri«d »o deepl)?' into' Ihdir-wifAeqetiite 
tlie parpaae «f gjirw^ *hMft<)K>-thfrf{Mil>lkwR J^bi 

ibMigrlit-tlMrefan, the l«ni«d4mbail tfjTlTTj 

with hia >NDiiedDlj-iiM£nb'ed^ilo-ib«[Wen AttW 
enotend of tbe aharckywid tit-Aterfof b.lKri^ ttHM 
auinniiled wkk faig rad'TUstorgndit MoiilMiAiitf 
that be MJoys t)i«<natarai'>reyMe.«£-ti>e t«nb* 
Hu inoeessor, the Rer.'Dr Gtalmne, baajflffinaed 
uMjf-tbegeneralMia^thMatNlrKiidMimMtwiiiy^ 
ii^^creveninginbiaw^t-gftimMpsniktEttitMUi 
w-Awymoant, IB th» ■»«•!*]? of' ib«linMe#r|«H^ 
aoamgt, heboid ! ba twak 'dorrs m wbfitliR4eMi0<l 
t»'b« s fit of apo^xy^wbH^tboMlenl^^ttaBed 
tMk for death, while tbe moil* ii»dwttiidii*g 
bnew it to be ■ iwoon pndvaadibjrtbo'SnikenM^ 



e of the iM^Io wb*M proMitotg^llc 

r tM ttrtmtiniiiM a '. ^ . 

iwaend, the form of lfae>B«v.-]tolleK Kirlwi^ 



badrialBtfid. After th* ttrtmtiniiiM anwawwy. 



fwnd te a relation, and coiliwnldrcd' htM- ta- go 
toGnbameof DMchmy.-l'MMtOT-of the faUftOt 
General Oraham Stirling. " Say to Duchray, 
who is my coiuin, an w3l as jrour own, that I 
am not dead, bat a captive in Tairv Land i 
and only one chance remaina for .my liberation. 
When the poatbiUMiu ohild, of which my wife 



166 LBTTEM on 

hM been delirered ■ince my diMppMraooB, tiwU' 
be broag^t to b&ptiiiD, I will appeu in the ro«ai« 
when, if Duchny ah^ thraw orer my haad tiM 
knife or dirk wbich he holdt in bis hand, I amy 
be re§tored to louety ; bat if tbia oppoitnaity 
IB neg:1«oted, I am loat for erer." DiK^ray wM; 
(t[^riied of what waa to be done. The can- 
mtmy took place, and the apparition of Mr KirkB 
WW visibly Been while they were Beated ftt table t 
bat Gnhame of Duchrayi in hia aataniahw—t, 
imiled to perform the ceremony enjoiBed, and it' 
ii to be feared that Mr Kirks atill '■ dreea kU 
weird in Fairy Land," the Elfin itate dedaii^f 
to him, as the Ocean to poor Falconer, who pe> 
rtahed at sea, after having writtea kia p<qHUar 
poem of die Shipwreck,— 

'' Tbna lust rjrocUim'd our puirer — be thou our pref !" 
Upon this tubject tbe reader may camolt m 
rery entertaining little Tolnme, callea " BkeUbea 
of PerthBhire,"* bytheRev. DrGrahameof Ab«v 
(ajle. The terrible visitation of fairy vengeanee 
iraich has lighted upon Mr Kirke haa not inlint* 
dated his succeBBor, an exorilent man, and good 
antiquary, from affiarding ns some corioas infer* 
iSMfon on fiury anperstition. He tells na tkal 
tbeie cflpricioas elves are chiefly dangerous oa a 
FViday, when, as the day of the Crucifixion, evil 
mirits have most power, and mentiona their dn- 
pleasure at any one who aasumea their accnstoved 
livery of green, a colour fbta) to several familiaa 
in Sootland, to the whole race ctf the gsllaat 

• Edhibiuisk, Ulf. 
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bawd tkkt in b«ttle » Gnthuu is ^nenlly ahot 
tlui>Bgh tbe green obedc <tf his plaid ; moreovar, 
that « vet«nui sportsman of tho naiDe,kaTing coma 
by a bad Adl, ne thon^t it snffieient to acconat 
for it| tiwt be had a piece of green wlup-cord to 
cMnplete the lash of his himtiog' whip. I rem«n> 
har, also, that my late amiable friend, JamM 
Gnhame, antbor of " Tbe Sabbath," woald not 
faceak throDgh this aacieDt prejudice of his^ttt, 
but had his library table corered with bine or 
black doth, rather than use the fated colonr ocui' 
■enly employed on sach occasions. 

' To return from tbe Perthdiire &iries, I may 
quote a story of a nature somewhat similar to 
Uut of Mas Robert Kirke. The life of the ex- 
eellent person who told it was, for the benefit of 
her friends and the poor, protracted to an nnnsnal 
dbntien ; so I conoeire that this adventure, which 
toiak place in her childhood, might happen before 
the middle of last century. Sbe was residing with 
SOMA relations, near tbe small seaport town of 
North Berwick, when the place and its vicinity 
•mm» alarmed by the following story : — ■ 
' ABiadDStrioasmMi,aweaFerinthelitl]e town, 
ms married to a beautiful woman, who, after boar- 
i«g two or three ehildren, was lo anfortnnate aa 
to die during the birth of a fourth child. The in> 
faat was lared, bat tbe mother had expired in 
eo&Tulaions ; and as she was much disfigured ^ler 
death, it became an o^niwi among her gosups, 
that) from s<Hne neglect of those who ought to 
hare watched the sick woman, she mast have been 
carried off by the elres, and this ghastly corps* 



HBbttitHt^iM the^|jMe.«f the b«id>t. -lU'wi' 

^er|.ljjUerlyi'lain«iilU^r^ wife fw. m jnsm^ 
vww^Mna ^«gM. toii<lbiid£'oD.ith«ipradMi 

with i«ifffsf^*i6afi%, ft ' ■ ' ■ ' 



aflftewja 



H /WtoFffmdHir-ifaiwiA^AiMgymiir trithxirfaaM 
msA WW .ItfVitmtHUMfitid^lrhiht'ber dnrMtw 

(!f|pt«<tiBIldiMmMd,itfaflrinB«Ma«f the iMrtiM-jtii 

tliAt t4iH,pn>D(M«didecieir*<aneMlifln of <hiar«raf 
4Ui«at)»«i>glit bMk.«My«^«)ri«MmnHniiii[^ 
tlwr4iwi«4i«Etth«tih«Hait, uidiwitA time mrtdM 

Urn tigiq.aif|lt«r ilvMawh-. s* tfattitk»-iAol«.feA 
<wdriiiip4n- hM> thAi-iiJlpwMigi Ivnlj immnuaiiiiB 
htiif^m b» b«di>»*dkaMb«th»a^Ae<beMklt) 

ajeaaaJediKWMl i«nwbito> "wlw ontesad kia h^ 
ataofl hfilim «Mei«fibM. bad, »A.^ppeuie«L to 
Iii)nitlHiii)ei7JilEQna«iiaflJiir1)it»viCa^ 'Haomio 
JHred|Mfl:»oai)e^Mid>iftl^artMiAin«nfe-haud 
har wyrJilu ^ho^nioHtotiof Abwfoyle, tbal-ib* 
i^>jMi(: dindt.i)iU.tfi«ifBiiiriUu0 attire of lh«' 

h^r WMmMiap|iraly'geiMm*»»lnf y»n M * y Milk 
raniBined of ra«OTenng her, nr iiniiiiii^r iar/iMi^i 
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mdflB'of SliMidil' She'CkW^ Mm, dH-a'en- 
uim. dmji'mS tdw'OaMing'WtMiltj' thui 'ha mtMttId 
MDfnn thd'imut Hi^eel*llltk"toaMkMpbrt lb . 

dHafaikAwqt«ritlte<o«An miwftdsb'dVB'WtKMUiD^ 
std-ta M>e ibMdJhomd. .y^'irbe>«)ng7»iMi it-t« 

paritiBu|n<.I «iUMat«i&»iii'tha G»e^-ttidl<f i^ib 

dto-anittb ■taiMramMfon'bi^Vtmigtbi'-t^' IMtt 
mailfutAAte J«aib«biUknilr «id'Tii"Aui cM« 
IfriuH, b»L«fae ipiwf«w>»l&i(lie->«huNb, mtid' Ati 

otfWU 'wIj III}r>TlMfilglh|tmil«tA-«]ldl>l*Si^MDtlt>^ 

agwiFi*c*)partiiif -«t«t«Hi'iii>Qitonuii«Mietiri" 'i*' 

ted ytod«d«<o#fcihK> >in in ii i W ft » !■ ' otMiHqMtnuiAi' 
Autewnd ni^tj^A w- noC'^TeiT' mtpnamgi' tiiV 

nfcgU^v sppeomfr wkkio'iJimtfM nrd displra- 
aed H<wttfliiBnc«iy if fcwtdwj iMiA v^Mt' vmt of 
l«*eiHidaAolroa,wad««ritrr«d btmtfbr^t'tatl 

«iut-«iiraiiatKi(wtiniMiwl0i«ridi'14n'W«(«.-' Itii 
«fer.lb Gaimiii»<liiita>tb«fWtr«sil* d^ftukts, 1m 
■« AiC'infaii'^reBif 'ttlM«i[niltb4IPta[i'Ai*> rtnniiftj* 
dtiwhoke bitth'itofbdd lUftl, MidxRMW it Ah*-^ 
i^ l^iM'sho a dko^'ormto -of'hW- dtilh^Mi tfeW 
pbM- ■na^afaaMotlieai BMf^A'Mnri UiB>of ttM* 
rMUfyiaftkanunoaf "' ^j'htjoj. ■! i.. i.i ik.'.-.- 
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ri«d a iWement of hii pentlexity to Mr VtMttw 
Bmd, the clet^rymaii. Thu reremid periHiD, be- 
■idea heiag an exceUent divine in other retpeeta. 
wu at the taine time a man of ugaeitf , who na* 
derttood the human pauiona. He did not attempt 
to combat tbe reality of the Timon which had 
thrown hia pariihioner into this tribulation, bnt 
be contend^ it could be onljr an illuaion of the- 
derU. He explMOed to the widower, tbat no 
created beb^ could hare the right or power to 
imprison or detain the mnl of a Chriitian— oob> 
jnred him not to believe that hit wife was otbeP* 
wiae diipDBed of than accordinjf to 6od'a p]ea> 
Bare — aaaared him that Proteatant doctrine nt* 
teiiy denies tbe existence of any middle itate in 
tbe world to come— ud explained to him thM bc^ 
M s derg;yman of tbe Chnrok of Scotland, neithn 
could nor dared authorize opening gravee, or 
naing the interrention i^ prwrer to sanctien ritol' 
of a auspidona character. The poor man, eon* 
founded and perplexed by variona feelinga, aabeA 
hia paator what he abould do. " I will gire yon m^ 
beat advice," taid the clergyman. " Get your new 
bride'a consent to be married to-morrow, or to- 
day, if yon can ; I will take it on me to diapenae 
witb the rest of the bans, or proclaim them threa 
timet in one day. You will hare a new wifis^ 
and if yon think of the former, it will be only a> 
otona from whom death has separated yon, and' 
for whom yon may have thonghta of affection and 
Borrow, but aa a aaint in Heaven, and not as a 
priaoner in Klfland." Tbe advica waa taken, and 
the perplexed widower had no more Tiiitwtioiis . 
from bia former sponaa 
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Aa initaiiM, neriuipi tie UtMt which bu been 
made pnbUc^ of commnnicMion with the Rest* 
len Pet^le— (b more proper ^thet than tliat (rf 
Daouie Shi, or Hen of Peace, m (bey are eaUed 
in Gaelic) — came under Pennnit's noUce, m lit* 
U dwing tlut obierTant trardler'i tour in 1769* 
Being parhaiM the lateet nem from the ioTigible 
oomiBMitraalth, ve gire the tooriit's own words. 

" A poor vision&ry who had been working in hit 
nabbage garden, (in Breadalbuie,) imagined that 
be wu raued anddenly upinto the air, and convey- 
ed oT*r a wall into an adjac^t cornfield ; that 
be found himself anrronnded bv a crowd of men- 
and women, many of whom he knew to have been 
dead for Bomo years, and who appewed to him 
sldnniing over die topi of the unbending com,- 
and mingling tt^ethcr like beei going to hire ; 
that they spoke an nnlcnown language, and with 
a boUew sound ; that they very rot^hly poslied 
bin to and fro, bnt on his uttering the name of 
QoD, all vanished bnt a iemale sprite, who, Bei> 
mag him by the sbonlder, obliged him to pro* 
mise an assignation, at that very hour that day 
seron-night ; tbat be then found bis hair was au 
tied in double knots, (well known by the name 
of (d£-locks>) and that he had almost lost kts 
sfoeah < that he kept faia word with the spectn^ 
whom be soon saw floating tlirongh the sir to- 
wards him ; that ho spoke to her, bnt she told 
him she was at tbat bme in too mni^ haste to 
attend to him, bnt hid him go away. and no harm. 
should befall him, and go the afiair rested when 
I left the oonntry. Bat it is incredible the 
mischief these a^ $imnia did in the neig'h- 



bonrhood. The ftiends and neigbbonn of Uie 
deceased, whom tbe old dreiiner bad named, 
were in tbe utmost anxietf at findinv tbem in 
SDcb bad company in the otber world ; tbe ahnest 
extinct belief of tb« iM-iaid ttles began to gain^ 
groand, and the good miniiter will bave many a 
weary discourse and. ^witatMMi: bd«(e lie su 
enKlicate Ike absnnl ideas thii itUe steiT fanaie-. 
Tited."* - - • 

' It ig scarcely necessary' to add, tbat tbig com- 
paratirely recent tale is just the counterpart of 
tbe story of Bessie Dnnlop, AUaon Pearson, and 
of tbe Irish butler, who was so neariy canied off, 
all of whom found in EMand mme friend for- 
merly of middle eartb, who attached themselTes 
to the child of hnmsnity, and who endeavoured to- 
protect a fellew mortal agiunst their less philan^ 
thrmic companions. < 

Tbese instances may tend to show bow tbe jury 
superstition, which, in ils genwal sense of t*or- 
dipping the 2>h Campeatnet, -wma mnoh the oUet^ 
of the two, came to bear apon, and haye coDnexien' 
with, tbat horrid belief in witcberaft, which coat: 
so many innocent persona, aitd cnxy impeatw*)' 
their lives, for the supposed commiasion of im« 
possible crimes. In the next chapter, I propoM' 
to trace how tbe general disbelief in the tairy- 
cswed began to take placoiand gradually ' brought 
into discredit the supposed featt of witdieaA,' 
which afforded pretext for aneh cruel pinctioil 



* Fmnsm^ Toarin SootlMd,'wL L p> 110. 
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iMTWeSbV'h > 



PritiU biaiiihiiig ttu Faina — Bithop Corbetl if|^i|(n 
,(hf .f^pe EffKt fa the ^I^fopnation — his VfrstM fnfliat 
Sub&l—KU Iter SepiiritTicWe^Jlo^ii Gibi&dhK, and 






II^Dti it^s4iot'lhtfcfdaiMAt44feehatUn«i]rf Surc^ 
irWi sitch TaiflarM«>w|tt>'«dM|>t<l -M tt»at' tUMe 
dImidH of su{lteStitft6ii"niliitfli<<;aaiibnMd tQ'<Uiidw« 
tht)-tAtlerHta(i<HBg'«f hMtT-md lU^inrtructffd ma- 
rBns;tbar« eWM faif dw t IkUt 'in tniKdiBtv 
apieM\oifwiltt»iiUMffih0krraomm and-Mc 
tftrMgant attiCtM'ttfbrMidttjrj n4llc)r'HilgBMd'be- 
hlbd'tb^ oH'Pti{^'Aitfa,'')Mid''ttihieh>gafte way 
bMwe'il^ tn prirportiotr-m 'its- light ftboameinoM 
pMMWIld feflt)«difiMm ihe^evTCcatirfiiii^ • ■■ • _ 
The poet Cbauc«r, indeed, pays tke-fibvahnf 
Rome, with its monks and preactiing friare, tlie 
camplinient of 'havnigy'tttnanodarly period, ex- 
pelled from the land ^1 spirits of an inferior and 
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leu half cliarBcter, The venea are cutuhu h 
well B8 pictaresqae, and may go some length to 
establish the existence of doabts concerniag ike 
general belief in fairies among the well instructed 
in the time of Edward III. 

The furies of whom the bard of Woodstock 
talks, are, it will be obserred, the aacient Celtic 
breed, and he seems to xeEer Utr the antWities 
of his tale to Bretsgne, or Armorica, a gcmiine 
Celtic colony. 

" In oH time of tho Kbig Artoar, 

Of wblch that BretOTTi spricen great faonrmri 

All was tUx Und fnlttUed of fseHa ; 

Til* Elt qnBsn, with her jdy cmnpnty, 

Danced full oft in many ■ gnat mead, 

Tbli wu the old o^ion, u I rede — 

I dpeale of maay hundred years Rgo; 

But now on no man see no efnn mo. 

For noir the great charity and pniym 

Of Ilmitaun,* and other holy freres. 

That aearEbcD erery land tod ertry Knani, 

Ah thick u mala intiie aunnt-bean, 

Blesaing halla^ chambera, Idtchenee, nod buurea, 

Cities and burghes, castles high and toners, 

Thropes and bonies, sbeep-pens and dairies, 

TUa maketh that there ben no fairlea. 

tow there as wont b> walken was an ^t. 

There walketh now the Umitour himMl^ 

In under nichtes aod la mortrenhig*. 

And with bis mattins and hi* holy things. 

As be goeth in his limitation. 

Women may now go safely up and donn ; 

In every bosb, and under erery tree, 

Thve la do other ineuboe than he. 

And he ne will don them no didiDtiour."f 

■ Friui limited Co teg nilUn a certain diUrioC. 
t irUaat Btht Tal*. 
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When we iee the opiniou which Chancer baa 
expreeied of the regular clergy of hi» time, in 
some of his other tales, we are tempted to sag- 



the land was " fhlfilled," in King Arthur's time, 
to the warmth and zeal of the devotion of the 
limitary friare. Indiridnal instances of sceptidim 
there might exist among schoUrs, but a more mo- 
dem poet, with a vein of humoiir not anworthy of 
Oeoflrey bimBelf, has with greater probability de- 
layed the final banishment of the fairies from Eng- 
land, that ia, from popular faith, till the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and bag represented their expnl- 
Bion as a consequence of the change of religion. 
Two or three rersea of this livriy satire may ba 
very well worth the reader's notice, who mnst, 
at the same time, be informed, that the aatbor, 
Cr Corbett, was nothing less than tlie Bishop of 
Oxford and Norwicb, in the beginning of the se- 
Tenteenth century. The poem is named, " A 
proper new Ballad, entitled the Fairies' Fare- 
well, to be sung or whistled to the tune of the 
Meadow Brow, by the learned; by the unlearn- 
ed, to the tune of Fortune." — 

" Farewell, rewsrdi and fcirifa. 

Good housewlTe* now may ta.j, 
For now foul iluta 1b dalriea 

Do fazt u well h tbej ; 
And though they sweep their heartlu no Un 

Than maids were wont to do. 
Yet who of late for cleanlineu 

Finds sixpeoea in her dioe ? 






I.ETTEBB OH 



The falrln' kat commMid ; 
Hie; did bat change prieiU' htbies. 

Bat Muni hare changed jaar land ; 
And all yoor ohildnn tpraag trom hence 



" At morning and at eTCnlng both. 

You merrr were and glad. 
So little csre of deep and eloth 

TboH prett; ladies had. 
When Tom came home from labour, 

Or CIg to milking rose, 
Tben merrily, merrily went tbeir tabor, 

And merrllf went their toes. 

" Witnen, Adm rlngi and ronndelaye 

Of thelra, wbidi yet ranutin, 
Were footed, In Queen Marf 'a days. 

On many a grauy plain ; 
But tiDce of late Elizabeth, 

And later, James came in, 
The; nerer danced on any heath 

At vhen the time hath bin. 

" By which we note, the fairiea 
Were of the old profeMion, 

Their songs were Ave Maries, 

Their dani:ea were procession. 
But DOW, alas ! they all are dead, 

Or gone beyond tfae seaa ; 
Or farther for religion iled. 

Or else they take their ease." 

The remaiainr part of the poem is dedicated 
to the praise and glory of old William Chonme 
of Staffordshire, who remained a true and ttancb 
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erideDce in behalf rof^Hwdapanfea^eltea, mid 
kept, much it woMlil swoi tK>"^»'tiAti8emeiit of 
the witty bislHip, an ibexbttitstible record of tlieir 
pranks and fean, Wheldce, tli^ coii4u(Uiig verse. 

" To Wimiun aligive ilidlwift ." ,i>, 
And proyje ila hi*.""^^**!. ■■ ' 

Fot ell the f»Ma' evidence, 
Were Iwt if tbot wme sddJfl," ' . 

This William Ctioame sppeus to- hare attend* 
ed Dr Gorbett'a party onAtn it»^■■«^kentrio^ulle,- 
" two of which were, and"twdfleBli-ed to be, 
doctora ;" bat whether William was guide, fnend, 
or domeEtic, seemi uncertain. The tr^ellers lose 
themariyea in the maaes of Cfaorlsy Forest, oit' 
their way to Boaworth, bmA their' fnute become* ' 
soconfnsed, that theyrelani on their* steps, and 
labour 

" Ai in B canjar8i''a cirole — 'Williun found 

A mna for our deliverance, — ' Turn your cloalu,' 

Quoth he, ' for Fucli is busy In these oaks; 

If eyer you at Boswocth would be found. 

Then turn your cloaks, for thid i» fa[ry ^ound/ 

Bnt ere this witchcraft was perform'd, we meet 

A Tory man ivho had no cloreu leet. 

Though William, still of little ^tb, baa doubt, 

Tia Robin, or some sprite that walks about. 

' Strike him,' quoth he, ' and it will turn to air — 

Cross yourselves thrice and strike it.'—-' Strike thatdare,' 

Thought 1, ' for sure this masay forester, 

Id strokes will prove the better conjurer.' 

Bnt 'twBa a gentle keeper, one that knew 

Bnmuiitf and mannen, where dtey grew, 

> Cmbnl'i Poemi, edited by OcUiiui Gllcbils^ p. US. , 
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im&^naribn,' linee the conrteous keeper wu nris- 
tJA*ii'li?"theh"rissociate champion, for Pock, «r 
AbblW ettodfellow. The spells resorted to to get 
t4d"bf'his 'supposed delusions, are alteniBtiTely 
thUt of tiii'ning the closk — (recommeoded, id ti- 
t&ffaa bf tij^'^eMnd-sigbt, or similar iUnsions, a6 » 
HMansbf^btainit^a certiunty concerning tJieb«t^ 
ftVilblr ifbefare imperfectly seen-]-) — tuid that Df 
titniSiiahi^ the spirit witk a cadgeJ ; which Jut, 
Obrbett '|)rndently thinks, ongkt not to be report- 
ed' to; unless-under an absolute conviction that the 
Atordst hihti stronger party. Chaucer, thereftffe, 
dtitild not be serious in averring that the fairy su> 
ptrktkforij were obsolete in hisday, since theywere 
fdHriA-crirrent three centuries afterwards. 
" - It % not the less certain, that, aa knowledge 
MA' religion became more widely and brighny 
dieplbyed over any country, the superstitions 
fiibcies of the people sunk gradnally in eBte««i 
and' ittfltfeilce ; and in the time of Queen SUiaa- 
beth,'the nnceasir^ labour of many and popular 
preachers, 'A'ho declaimed against the " spleotHd 
miracles" of the Chnrch of Rome, produced also 
its natural effect upon the Atber stuck of super- 

• Corbett'i p<H«u, p. I9I. 

f A comman Instance ia, Ik't of a penoo bauotcd wllb 
s r«Mmbl*nce, wIuik face he cannol tee. If be turn bii 
cloak, or pisid, be will obtain the fuU light which be de- 
■irei, and mnjprobiblf find Ittobebkoim flKdl, orwnillfai 
ar douUe-gaDger. 
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fctitions. " GerUibi)y,"'MM R«|^Mdd Seot^ tak- 
ing *f times beflj*e'R1*6#n, •■ sbmriiorte Kiaro 
)a>a. white ahset ha^iwpened 4Ad abused nyny 
tttousandsispeciHllyrwheaBebiD QoodfelloT kif|4 
anclia coilin tlie.c«uBtiy. Jn <tiu chiIdliacfd,.4Hf 
mothen' nuids have to terrified na with «n,«gitf 
jievil having horns on hie head, fira in Jiis 0)01)% 
emd a tail at im hreech ; eyes like a bauoa fwgt 
like a dc^, claws like a bear, a skin like a negifiv 
And a voice roaring like a lion, whereby we start 
aed ara afraid when we bear one cry, Bob I and 
they have so frayd us with buU-be^ars, spirit^ 
wiScbes, urchins, elres, bags, iaines, satyrs, Pavi* 
bsBee, sylvans, Kitt-with>tfae<candlestick,tritona, 
oetdanrB, dwarfs, grants, imps, oalcarg, conjureKS^ 
oyBiphg, chaugelings, incubus, Robin Goodfellft^t 
the spoora, the man-in-tbe-oak, the hellwain, Uw 
fire-drake, the puckle, Tom Thorob, Hobgoblin, 
Tom-Tumbler, Boneless, and such otherbugbean, 
tbat we are afraid of our own shadows, inserancb, 
ibat some never fear the devil but on a dark nigbt ; 
and then a polled sheep is a perilous beast, a»d 
uany times is taken for onr father's soul, spectally 
in a churchyard, where a right hardy man bertt' 
tofore durst not to hsve passed by oigbt but bis 
Jmut would stand upright. Well, thanks be to 
God, this wretched and cowardly infidelity, since 
■the preaching of the Gospel, is in part forgot^), 
and doubtless the rest of these illusions will, in 
a short time, by God's graoe, be detected, and 
vanish away."* 
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It wuiild require a better demoiioI<^t than I 
sm, to explain the variona obsolete lupergtitioiu 
which Reginald Scot has introduced as artides of 
the old English ftilh, into the preceding passage. 
I might indeed say, the Phuca is a Celtic supeiv 
stition, from which the word Pook, or Packle, wm 
doubtless derived ; and I might conjectore, that 
the man-in-the-oak was the same with the &!• 
Kooigof the Germans; and that the Itell wain were 
a kind of wanderioff spirits, the descendants of a 
diampion named Hellequin, who are introduced 
into the romance of Richard lans Pear. But most 
antiquaries will be at fault concerning the spown, 
Kttt-with-tbe-candlestick, Boneless, and some 
others. The catalogue, bowerer, serves to show 
what progress the English have made in two cen- 
turies, in forgetting the very names of objects 
which had been the soui-ces of terror to their an- 
cestors of the Etizabethaa age. 

Before leaving the subject of fairy supersti- 
tion in England, we may remark, that it was of 
a more playful and gentle, less wild and necro* 
mantic character, than that received among the 
sister people. The amusements of the eoiwiera 
fairies were light and sportive; their resentmentC 
were satisfied with pinching or scratching the ob- 
jects of their displeasure ; their peculiar sense of 
cleanliness rewarded the housewives with the siL- 
rer token io the shoe ; their nicety was extrenw 
coDceming any coarseness or negli^nc« which 
could offend their delicacy ; and I cannot discern, 
except, perhaps, from the insinuations of some 
' ' 'ley were vassals to, or 
i mfemals, as there i* 
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too TOUch TeMOn to betiere was the mm with Ibeir 
Nortb BritiBb eisterhood.* The common nnr- 
sery atory cannot be fbrgotten, bow, shortly after 
the death of what is called a nice tidy hoasewife, 
the EIQn band were shocked to see tblit a person 
^ different character, with whom the widower 
bad filled his deserted arms, instead of the nicely 
Rirang^dlittleloaf of the whitest bread, ands ba^ 
sin of sweet cream, duly placed for their re- 
freshment by the deceased, had sabstitnted a 
brown loaf and a cobb of hwrings. Incensed at 
■ocb a coarse regale, the elves dr^^ed the peccant 
housewife out of bed, and puUed her down the 
wooden stairs by the heels, I'epeating, at the same 
lime, in scorn of her cbarliBb hospit^ity, 



Bat beyond such playful malice, they had no de- 
sire to extend their resentment. 

The constant attendant upon the B^glish fairy 
court was the cdebrated Puck, or Robin Crood- 
fellow, who, to the elves, acted in some measure 
as the jester, or clown of the company, — (a charac? 
ter then to he found in the establishment of every 
person of quality,) — or to use a more modem com- 

• Dr jHCkMD, in bti TrwtlM m UnbeUaf, oplnn for 
tbc aertTtr o^DiiHi. " Tho> sre Iha FbjtIm, from iilltt- 
coce of events ascribed to them, divided into good and bad, 
wheD u It is but one and the same malignant Send, that 
meddles in bath ; seeking sometimes to be feared, otiier- 
whiles to be loued as God, for the bodily harmes or good 
tnraea auppoaed lobelnhls power." — Jaehotion Unbelief, 
9. 178, edit. 1685. 
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iriaon; resembled the Pierrot of the p&ntnniiiMl 
isJABlt-were of the most simple, uid at the bum 
mie the btT>ade«t comic eharacter — to miBlead. ft 
clown on hi a patb homeward, to disguiae hima^ 
like a stool, in order to induce an old g^oaaip t« 
GCHnmit the egregious mistake of sitting down 49 
t]us,fleor, when am expected to repose on a cfaaiis 
^rere hie special enjoyments. If be condescMided 
to do Eoma work for the sleeping family, in wbtcll 
be bad some resemblance to the Scottish house- 
bold spirit called a Brownie, the selfish Pndc 
iras liw from practising this labonr on the disia- 
terested principle of the northern goblin, ^bo, if 
nument or food was left in his way, and for htl 
ose, departed from the family in displeasure. R«^ 
bin Goo(U'ellow, on the contrary, must h^ve hotb 
his food and bis rest, as Milton informs as, anid 
his other notices of country snperstitions, ia the 
noemof L'Ailegro. And it is to be noticed, tbs^ 
ao repreaeols these tales of the fairies, told rwuid 
tiio cottage hearth, as of a cheerful rather thUn K 
•erions cast ; which illustrates what I have soM 
eonceming the milder cbuncter of the soitfbeia 
saperstitions, as compared with those of the sanw 
elftss in Scotluid— the stories of which are for the 
most part of a frightful, and not seldom of a dio^ 
giutjiig, quality. 

Poor Ilobln< however, between whom and Kii^ 
Oberoa Shakspeave oontriTea to keep a degree 
of, tUstinol IsnbordJBalnon, which for a mottMt 
dec€9VeB ns by'its appearance of reality, nolnntkr 
standing his turn for wit and humonr, had been 
obswred,Jiiy,flW>Tioji eyeq ia, the dayR pf.Qneon 
Bess. We have already seen, in a passage quoted 
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fhMi fl(^ntild'9eot,'thatthe bttliefiTM^illen-TMo 
KtMf anoe ; tbkt wlncfa followa ft-Mn tbe' mhw -aU- 
«U»r, BArma mol-e positirciy tfaat'Robmti -daM 



Robhv GMxirelltfvr and Ho^obltti' wete 'avi1»r> 
riWfc, and aha ai credible, t« tbe pe«pte^Mtfaa^ 
and Pitches be notr ; and, in tim« t9 e«4ie;i ri wiM 
iriH be as mach derided sad MRdeaiWdtinaA •• 
dearly jberceired 4 as the iUiiftimi- flnd'dnniiMryHilF 
itdbin 6oodfellow, upon whom Cbere'hatte ftmt 
MfDany and as credible taiet-MVitdtOTaft^'WArhag 
>lhat it hath not pleased the trantktark of'>A» 
■Slbtetti eeXl spirits bjr the name of IU^in>4ilaoA- 
Mlotr, M-theybaw dirioersv aootbiaT^ra^lpbimM*- 
^; andcozeners, bytbe nameof iMtefieBLf'^'lbthe 
Immm tone Re^nald SoM addressetthdreadeiiititbb 
ifmf^ce—-" To make a BalHnin>suil> to yon that aab 
^wmild readers «o set aside partiality, to'takwi^ 
'^Wd'pnrl my wt\tifng», and vithiftMkfereiit-«y«a 
tO'tWK Bpon my bobk, werelaboaT'lostmid turie 
W eniptoy«d ; fur I eboold no more p»«rail he>t»- 
4b, tban if a hundred' years since I'glionld>bare 
<emreated your predeceMors to believo that^obitt 
filMdfelkin', thab gnat and'anclent'taH-begfu^ 
Iraid4)«en'but a<M3eln«g mordnab, and'av derfi 
indeed. But Robin Good fel low /CebsMbinowite 
4«»4iuab fenredv «nd 'Popery ia suffloiMntlr'Uia- 
«dVered, Bev^rtfaetvsH witches' obmrnr amimifo- 
jitNni' cotenageiareyeb effeetni^T^.irbis'pHteaM 
tfimU'deHrly to ^rorc, that the<'bdiefii»BffM 

4«^'U.' ■ "-. ■m.ii-.v 't.!t.j-..-viiiM// «-iJ* 
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^odfellow and hb fairy oompanioni wai bow 
out of date, whUe that as to witcbcraft, as wm 
aftervards but too well shown, kept its ground 
against argument and controrersy, and Borrived 
>' to abed more btood." 

We are tben to take leave of this fascinating 
article of the popidar creed, baring in it so mvek 
of interest to the imagination, tbat we almost 
enry tbe credulity of those who, in the gentle 
moonlight of a snmmernight in £ngland, amid tha 
tangled glades of a deep iorest, or tbe turfy swell 
of her romantic commons, conld fancy they saw 
the furies tracing their sportive ring. But it is is 
rain to regret illusions wnich, bowerer engaging, 
jnust of necessity yield their place before tiieiii- 
-tveose of knowledge, like ^adows at the advance 
of mom. These superstitions hare already ser- 
ved their best and most useful purpose, harisg 
been embalmed in the poetry of Milton and ^ 
Shakspeare, as well as writers only inferior to 
these great names. Of Spenser we miut my no- 
thing, becuise in his Faery Queen, the title is the 
only circmnstance which connects his splendid 
all^ory with the popoJar superstition, and, as b 
uses it, means nouiing more than au Utopia, ur 
nameless country. 

With the fairy popular creed fell, doubtless, 
many subordinate vtides of credulity in Eng* 
land ; but tbe belief in witches k«f>t its ground. 
It was rooted in the minds of tbe common peo- 
ple, as well by the easy solution it oEForded of 
much which they found otherwise hard to ex- 
plain, as in reverence to the Holy Scriptures, in 
which tbe word tcUch being used in several places, 
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cenVejntd te those who did not trouhle themselrea 
Rboat the nieety (^ the trasslatioii from the Boat- 
era tone-nea, the i^areace that the ume speoraa 
of wit4»ea were meant aa those aeainst whom 
modern legislation had, in moat EuropBan na- 
tions, directed the punishment of death. These 
two circumstances furnished the numerous be- 
lierers in witcbu'aft with tuvuments in divinitjr 
aod law which tber conceived irrefrag»ble. They 
might say to the theologist. Will you not believe 
in witches? the Scriptnresaver their existence; — 
to the jorieconsult, Will you dispute the exist- 
ence of a crime, against wnich our own statnte- 
bookj and the code of almost all cirilized eouu- 
tries, hare attested, by laws upon which hundreds 
and tiioDsands hare been convicted, many, or even 
most of whom huve, by their judicial confession^ 
admowledged their guilt and the justice of their 
punishment? Itis a strange scepticism, they migfat 
add, which rejects the eridence of Scripture, of 
luunan l^fidature, and of the accnsed persons 
thranselres. 

Notwithstanding these specious reasons, the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were periods 
when the revival of learning, ^e iuTention (tf 
printing, the fearless investigations of the re- 
fMmws into subjects thought formerly too saored 
for consideration of any save the clergy, had in- 
troduced a system ef doubt, enquiry, disr^:ard 
of authority, when (msH^orted by argument, and 
'unhesitating exercise of the private judgment, on 
subjects which had occupied the bulls of popes, 
and det^ees of councils. In short, the spirit of 
th(t age was little disposed to spare error, how- 
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ever vanenble, or conntenanca impoetnTf^ lioi*> 
erer sanctioned hy lengUi ol time and nnimsd 
Mqnieacencfl. Lieamed writws exoae ia diflfennt 
ootmtFiea to ohBllenge the very e^lence ofitUs 
iamgiittry crime, to i<e«cae the reputation of tW 
»Mt men whose knowled^, «uperior to- that of 
taeir age, had 'taneed them to be cuepected of 
BUigio, and to pnt » stop to the horrid snpersti- 
tion wbose victims were the aged, ignonuit, and 
deftnoeiesB, ondwlueb oonld onlf be oompored tm 
tiiat which seat Tiolims of old through the ' fit* 
toiMoloch. 

l^'Cenragee^ interposition of those phileeo* 
phers who oppaied science and experience to tin 
prejndiees of enperstitien and ignorance, eod in 
doing so, iaonrred siQch migrepresentation, and 
psrfaaps nO' liiltle iU'will, in the canso of tmtli 
and Itnnsanilyi claim for tfaem seme distwcdas 
ine. wtwk w Demonology. The panuerS' of 
axMt seieDctt<t»'lts i»y retreata, were ■Hre'tO'b* 
the first to JiBCATer, that the roost rMnaricaUt 
phenoKlena in nstnre aro regulated by eartefai 
fixed laws, and cannot rationally be referreAtO 
sapematoral agency, the sufficing cause to irinch 
snperstitton attributes aU that is beyond her owa 
narrow power -mt explatwtion. £aeh advance ill 
natural knowledge teachwus that it is the pleasoM 
ef the Creator to govern the world hy the 'Inn 
which he has 'imposed, and which are not in eiu 
tiiMs internqiked er suspended. 

The learn ed^ Wier, or Wierut, was a-man *f 
great research in iphysiml i science, and Studied 
nndw the c«]ebfated Cornelias Agrippa^agsinkit 
whom tlie.«U-gei-e8»reeTy<'waS"iepe«Mwyt-RU 
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ItgeA bj PanlaB Joviaa, and other sutlion, whMfl 
im flnA«r«d on the other hand from the persecn- 
tion of the inqnisitora of the chnrcb, whose ao- 
ouHation ngainst this celebrated man inu), thst 
Iw deliied the existence of Mpirits, a chsi^ reiy 
inc(Hi8i8tent with that of eortMrj, which coatistB 
in dorresponding with them. Wieras, after ta- 
king his degrees a« h doctor of medicine/ bectiBe 
bhygiewD to the Duke of GlevM, at w4io»e court 
ne ' practised for thirty years, with the higiven 
tepntation. This learned man, disregardii^ th« 
mdal which, by so doing, be was likely to bring 



vrnm bim«ir, was one of the first who attacked 
IMe Tulgtr b^ief, and boldir assailed, both by «b- 
rions argnmeBts and by ridioale, the thImt cre- 



dnlity on the snbject of wisarda and witoaes. 
-< 'Oabriel Nand^, orNaudens, as betennedbnn'- 
ati^ was a perfect scholar and man of letten, 
bnii«d daring his whole liiv Vitb assembling 
baoks together, and enjoying the office of liba- 
rian to serera) persons of high rank, amongst 
otfaon, to Qaeen CfaristJBa of Sweden. He wH^ 
beridcs, a beneficed dergyman, leading a inost 
■blemished life, and so temperate, as nerer to 
•■tte any liquor stronger than water ; yet ^d be 
not escape the scandal which is raually flung by 
their prejadiced contemporaries npon those di»- 
^ntantfl whom it is found morfl easy to defome 
than to aaswer. He wrote an interesting wwl^ 
entitled, " Apologie pocn-'lcs Orands Hoames 
Aooosis de Magie;" and as be'Cxbihited a good 
deal of riracity of talent, and an caTnestnesi in 
^eadiiig, bia eatise, which did iMt< ahrmys BpH« 
■ome of tbe saperstitions «f Borne hcnelf, he wm 
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cbBFged bv his contemponuieB aa guilty at h«reay 
and Bcepticisni, when juBtdce conld only aoenae 
him of an incautious eagerness to make good hit 
a^ument. 

Among persona who, upon this subject, purged 
their eyes with me and enphrasie, beNoet the 
R«T. Dr Harsnet, and many others, (who wrote 
rather on special cases of Demonology than on 
the general qoestion,) Reginald Scot ought to be 
distingniihea. Webster assures as, that he wh 
B " person of competent learning, pious, and of 
a good family." He seems to have been a seal- 
oiu Protestant, and much of bis book, as well m 
that of Harsnet, is designed to throw upon the 
Papists in particular those tricks, in which, by 
confederacy and imposture, the popular ideas 
ooncerniog witchcraft, possession, and other su- 
pernatural fancies, were maintained and kept in 
exercise ; but he also writes on the general ques- 
tion with some force and talent, considering that 
his subject is incapable of being reduced into a re> 
gular form, and is of a nature particularly seduc- 
tive to an excursive talent. He appears to have 
studied legerdemain for the purpose of showing 
how much, that is apparently unaccountable, ean 
nevertheless be performed witbont the inter- 
vention of supernatural assistance, even when it 
is impossible to persuade the volgar that the devil 
has not been consulted on the occasion. Soot 
also had Interconrse with some of the celebrated 
fortune-tellers, or Philomaths, of the time; one 
of whom he brings forward to declare the va- 
nity of the science which he himself had ouoe pro* 
feued. 
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To defend the popnltu- belief of witchcraft, 
there arose a Dumber of adrooates, of whom Bo^ 
din, and some otfaerB^ nnther wanted knowledge 
nor powerB of reaioning. They pressed the iDcre- 
doloDS party with the charge that they denied 
tite existence of a crime agtunst which the law 
had denounced a capital punishment. A* that 
law was understood to enianate from James him- 
self, who was reigning' monarch during the hot- 
test part of the controversy, the English anthers 
who defeoded the opposite side were obliged to 
intrench themselves under an evasion, to avoid 
maintaining an at^ument unpalatable to a d^^ree 
to those in power, and which might perchance 
hare proved unsafe to those who used it. With 
a certain degreeof sophistry, diey answered, that 
they did not doubt the possibility of witches, but 
only demnrred to what is their nature, and liow 
Aev came to tie snch — according to the scholai- 
tic jaigon, tiiat the question in respect to witches, 
was not de existentia, bat only de modo exutendi. 

By resorting to *o subtle an argument, those 
who impugned the popular belief were obliged, 
with some inconsistency, to grant that witchcraft 
hftd existed, and might exist, only insisting that it 
was a species of witchcraft consisting of Aey 
knew not what, but certainly of something difi 
ftnat from that which lefpaaton, judges, and 
juries, had hitherto. considered the statute as de- 
signed to repress. 

In the meantime, (the rather that the debate 
was on a subject particularly difficult of compre- 
hension,) the debating parties grew warm, and 
began to coll names. Bodin, a lively Frenchmaa 
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gf !■» Irritable habit, expUnsd' the mI ot Wis* 
Tos to protect tfaetribe«f •orecfvrs'froin [Mtiiiliir 
mstit^ by stating) that he hioraelf wai a conjnm, 
Mdthe scholiur of GomeliuB Agiippa, and m^iht 
tkHnfon well tletire to aare the hrm of thow 
acouaed of the same league with Satan. HeWM 
Avf threw on thisir antag^onUts the otfimdTe 
names of witch-painwiH and witc^adroekteii u'if 
it wero impoMible for any lo hold the oftmion «f 
NiKidnus, Wierug, Scot, &a., withont patnaii^if^ 
the devil and the witches against their hntlureA 
of mortality. Assuled by such hearv chirgu^ 
die - pluloMtphert theiDselrei loit patienee, aul 
rMorted abnae in thair torn, calling Bodin, Del- 
rit^ and others who nsed their argnments, wlteb. 
kdrocates, and the like, u the affirming and d6> 
fending the existence of the crime seemed to iiu 
crease the number of witches, and assuredly aug^ 
mented the list of executions. But, for a ceiiam 
time, the preponderance of the argument lay ob 
the side of the Demonoli^stB, and we may bnetfy 
observe the causes which gave their opimona, fw 
a period, greater inflnence than their opponent^ 
on the public mind. 

It is first to be observed, that Wierus, for what 
reason cannot well be conjectured, except to shav 
the eo(teut of his cabolistical knowledge, had in> 
troduced into his work agtuost witchcraft the whole 
Stenographia of Trithemiua, which he had o9- 
pied from the original in the library of Comeliat 
Agrippa; and which, snspicions from the plaoe 
wliera he found it, and from the long catalogve 
of fiends which it conbuned, with the charms fcr 
raising and for binding diem to the sarviso of 
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narleibi «•■ MngidaMd i»f Badin aa eontaiMing 
pboof> that Wieni» hinaelf «»<•> wrcever,- nwt 
(MM qf tbe wUeitj-certeinlji, gino^.be tbiu oqiib- 
MHarily placttd «t tbeidiepusalof any ivb« migb 
bajr the l>ook, tbe iriwle seuets wiuch fonoad 
bifl stock in trade. 

■ Sscondly^ we lottj notice, that, &om the state 
of physical Bcienca at tbe ^riod when Van Hel- 
vont, Paracelsna, and «lhera, began to penetrate 
Hto its recesses, it vraa an unknown, obscure, and 
m-defined region, and did not permit those who 
Isboored in it to give that precise and accurate ae- 
eoant of their discoveries, which the progress of 
reasoning experimentally, imd from analysis, Ijas 
•nsbled the late discoverers to do with snccess. 
Natural magic, ft phrase used to express tiiose 
pfaenomeua which could be prodaced by a know- 
ledge of the properties of matter, had so mnch in 
it tibat waa apparently nncomhined and nncertain, 
that tbe art of chemistry was accounted myHtical, 
and an opinion prevailed, that the results noir 
known to be the consequence of laws of matter, 
eoald not be traced through their rarions oom- 
binaljons, even by those who knew the effisolB 
themselves. Physical science, in a word, was 
OMBsbflred b^ a number of fanciful and incoerect 
«pintons, chiefly of a mystical character. If, for 
instance, it was observed that a flag and a fern 
never grew near each other, Uie cirenmstanoe 
waa imputed to some antipathy between these 
Tegetable»; nor waa it for some time resoljed 
by the natural rule, that the flag has its nourtsh- 
laent in marshy ground, whereas tbe fern loves a 
deep dryish soil. The attributes ef the divining* 



rod ware taQy credbed ; the dUcorery of Am 
philoMpher'i stone wbs daily hoped for ; and ela»- 
trteity, magnetiBta, and othw remarkable and mta- 
ooBceived phenomena, were appealed to u pimrf 
«tf the reason^leDew of their expeetatious. Un^ 
audi phenoroena were traced to their aonroea, 
imaginary, and often mystical caiiaea were uaWB" 
ed to them, for the same reason tJiati in the wuda 
of a partially discovered country, accArding to the 



This snbstitntion of mystical &ncies for as* 
perimental reasoning, gare, in the sixteenth and 
serenteenth centuries, a doubtful and twilight 

Spearance to the Tarious branches of phyiienl 
iloBOphy. The learned and sensible Dr Web- 
ster, for instance, writing in detection of suppoaed 
witchcraft, asBuroes, as a string of undeniiAle 
facta, opinions which onr more experienced, s^ 
woold reject as frivolous fan^ea ; " for examfue^ 
the effects of healing by the weapon-salTe, tha 
sympathetic powder, the cariDg of various dis^ 
eases by apprehensions, amulets, or by tmns^ 
plantation." All of wbidi undoubted wondeia hoi 
accuses the age of desiring to throw on the de- 
vil's back — an unnecessary load, certainly, since 
such things do not exist, and it is therefore in. 
vun to seek to accoant for them. It foUowed»- 
that while the opposera of the ordiofj^ theory- 
might have struck the deepest blows at the witch- 



hypothesis by an appeal to common sense, they 
were themselves hampered by articles of philoao-. 
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phteal belief, which, they miut hare been senaible, 
contained nearly as deep draoghta npon hntnan 
credolity as were made by the DemonoIegiBts, 
sgainHt whose doctrine they protested. This error 
had a doubly bad effect, both as degrading' the im- 
mediate department in whiuh it occurred, and ai 
affording a protection for ftdeehood in other 
branches of science. The champions who, in their 
own province, were obliged by the imperfect 
knowledge of the times, to admit mnch that was 
mystical and inexplicable — those wbo opined, 
with Bacon, that warta could be cured by sym- 
pathy — who thought, with Napier, that Didden 
treasures could be discovered by the mathematics 
—who salved the weapon insttad of the wound, 
and detected murders as well as springs of water 
by the divining-rod, could not consistently use, to 
confute the believers in witches, an ara;ament 
turning on the impossible or the incredible. 

Such were the obstacles, arising from the vanity 
of philosophers and the imperfection of their 
science, which suspended the strength of their 
appeal to reason and common sense against the 
condemning of wretches to a cruel death, on ac- 
coont of crimes which the nature of things ren- 
dered in modern times totally impossible. Wo 
cannot doubt that they suffered considerably in 
the contest, which was carried on with much 
anger and malevolence ; but the good seed which 
they had sown remained nncorrnpted in the soil, 
to bear frnit so soon as the circumstances should 
be altered which at first impeded its growth. In 
the next Letter I shall take a view of the cause* 






-which h«^>«d to »ib9¥« tbete impeditiMati — in 
additiwi, it mnst alwKjrg be remembered, to the 
gmeral inoreue (^ knowledge ud improremeirt 
w experimental philosophy. 
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tETTER VII. 



Ptnal LaicM mpopiiiar »Am rt, _ 

of Wilchti fiaced in the hand of Sprcial Com 
ad ioqulrenduin — Prosecvtionjar Wilcheraft votfieqaeat 
in the elder Period of the Roman Enipire — nor in ihe 
l^ddk -^gus — Some Casei took place, however — The 
Mad of Orleam— The Dvchets of Gloucater— Richard 
Ua ThiTd!i Charge against tht Rda&mt rf tha Qiae* 
JJomager — BulF^^eeationt agatailStyrcerrrt betiane nwrc 
comaoa in the (nJ o^ the Fouritentk Cenliay — C/nia% 
vnited tctlh the Charge of Heresy — Menstrtlei'a Account 
of the Persecutien against the Waldensea, under pretext 
if Wilckcrafl — Fhrivamfa lettinion^ eonceming lAt ft. 
crtaie of Witdet in hij own timt — SuU of Pope RmocetU 

VIII. — Fariom Pratecvtieru in Foreign Coiaitriti Ka- 
der Ihit severe Laie-r-Proiecutioni in Labourt bf the Lt- 
gnsiioT De Laticre and his Colleague — LyciBitbropg — 

Witi^ha in Spain — -in Sineden — and particularly those 
apprehended at Mohra, 

Penal Iaws, like those of tb« middle ufOf 
denounced against witchcraft, may be at first 
luukd with uaanimous acquiescence andapprohar 
tioD, hut are nniformly found to disgust and of- 
fend at least the more sensible part of the publiC) 
irhen the punishmeatg become freq^uent, and ar^ 
relentlessly inflicted. Those against treason are 
no exception. Each reflecting govemment wtU 
do well to shorten that melancholy teign of teiv 
TOT, which perhaps must necessarily follow on 
the discovery of a plot, or the defeat of an in 
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garrection. They ong'Iit not, either in hamanitjr 
or policy, to wait till the voice of the nation calls 
to them, as Mecsenim to Augustus, " Surpe Utadeat, 

It is accordingly remarkable, in different coan- 
tries, how often, at some particular period of 
their history, there occurred an epidemic terror 
of witches, which, as fear is always cruel and cre- 
dulous, glutted the public with seas of innocent 
blood — and how uniformly men loathed the gore 
after having swallowed it, and by a reaction na- 
tural to the human mind, desired in prudence to 
take away or restrict those laws, which had been 
the source of carnage, in order that their posterity 
might neither hare the will nor the means to enter 
into similar excesses. 

A short review of foreign countries before we 
come to notice the British Islands and their colo- 
nies, will prove the truth of this statement. In 
Cntholic cuuntries on the continent, the various 
kingdoms adopted readily that part of the civil 
law already mentioned, which denounces sorcerers 
And witches as rebels to God, and authors of se- 
dition in the empire. But being considered as ob- 
noxious equally to the canon and civil law, Com- 
missions of Inquisition were especially empower- 
ed to weed out of the land the witches and those 
who had intercourse with familiar spirits, or in 
any other respect fell under the ban of the church, 
as well as the heretics who promulgated or adhe- 
red to false doctrine. Special warrants were thus 
granted from time to time in belinlf of such inqui- 
sitors, autljorizing them to visit those provinces 
of Germany, France, or Italy, where any report 
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concerning witches or sorcery had alarmed the 
public mind ; and those commissioners, proud o£ 
the trast reposed in them, thoiig-ht it becoming' to 
use the utmost exertions on their part, that tli« 
subtlety of the examinations, and the seventy of 
the tortures they inflicted, might wring the truth 
out of all suspected persons, until they rendered 
the province in which they exercised their juris- 
diction, a desert from which the inhabitants fled. 
It would be impossible to gire credit to the ex- 
tent of this delusion, had not some of the inqui- 
sitors themselveft been reporters of their own ju- 
dicial exploits ; the same hand which subscribed 
the sentence hae recorded the execution. 
. In the earlier period of the Church of Rome, 
witchcraft is frequently alluded to, and a capital 
punishment assigned to those who were supposed, 
to hare accomplished by sorcery the death of 
others, or to hare attempted, by false prophecies^ 
or othertrise, under pretext of consulting with the 
epiritual world, to make innovation in the state. 
But no general denunciation against witchcraft it- 
self, as a leagne with the JBoemy of Man, or deser- 
tion of the Deity, and a crime sui generis, appears 
to hare been so acted upon, until the later pe- 
riod of the sixteenth century, when the Papal sys- 
tem had attained its highest pitch of power and 
9f corruption. Theinfluenceof thechurcbmeawas, 
in early times, secure, and they rather endeavour- 
ed, by the fabrication of false miracles, to pro- 
long the blind veneration of the people, than to 
vex others, and weary themselves, by secret inves- 
tigations into dubious and mystical trespasses, iH' 
which, probably, the higher and better instructed 
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members of the clerical order pnt as little &ith 
at that time, as thejr do now. Did tbere remain a 
mineml fonntniD, respected for the cores which 
it had wrought, a hng'e oak'tree, or venerated 
mount, which beauty of eitnntion had recommend- 
ed to traditional respect, the i^then of the Ro- 
mnn Chwch wero in policy reluctant to abandon 
such impressire spots, or to represent them m 
exclusively the rendezvons of witches, «■ of eril 
spirits. On the contrary, by assigning the rirtnes 
of the spring, or the beauty of the tree, to tlra 
guardianship of some saint, they acquired, as it 
were, for tne defence of their o^n doctrine, s 
frontier fortress which they wrested from tfce 
enemy, and which it was at least needless to dis- 
mantle, if it eonld be conveniently garrisoned and 
defended. Thus, the Church seethed possession 
of many beautiful pieces of scenery, as Mr Wlut«- 
field is said to have grudged to the devil the mo- 
nopoly of all the fine tunes. 

It is true, that this policy was not nnifbrmly 
observed. The story of the celebrated Jeanne 
d'Aro, called the Maid of Orleans, preserves ^e 
memory of such a custom, which was in that oose 
tmiied to the prejudice of the poor woman who 
observed it. 

It is well known that this unfortunate female 
fell into the hands of the English, after having, 
by her courage and enthusiasm manifested on 
many important occasions, revived the drooping 
conrag« of the French, and inspired them win 
the hope of once more freeing their coimtry. 
The English wigar regarded her as a sorceress— 
Ae F^vnch as an inspired heroine ; while the wis» 
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on botii aidei conRidered her as neither the OM 
nor the other, hut a tool Bsed by the celebrated 
Dmioii, to plity the part which he asaiffned her. 
The Dnke of Bedford, when the iJt-BtarTed 
Jeanne fell into hie handB, took ftwny her life, in 
order to stigmatiie her memory with soroery, 
and to desto^ the repntation she had aoqnirfrd 
amoni; the french. The mean recnrr^ice to 
such a charge against snch a person, had no more 
succesfl than it deeerred, althongfa Jeanne WH 
condemned, both by the Parliament of Bonrdeatu; 
and the University of Paris. Her indictment aa- 
<aaed her of having frequented an ancient oak^ 
tree, and a foontain arising under it, called the 
Fated, or Fury Oak of Bourlemont. Here she 
was stated to bare repaired, daring the hours of 
divine sendee, daneiag, skipping, and makbg ge»- 
tnres, aroond the tree and fountain, and hanging 
OB tin branches chaplets and garlands of f owers, 
gnthered tor the parpose, reviving, doubtless, the 
obsolete idolatry which, in ancient times, had 
been rendered on tiie same spot to the Cfetnus 
hoeL The charmed sword and blessed banner, 
which she had represented as signs of her oelem 
tial mission, were, in this hostile charge against 
lier, described as enchanted implements, design- 
ed by the fiends aad fUries whom she worshipped, 
te Bcoomplish her temporary snccesa. The death 
of the innocent, high-minded, and perhaps amiable 
enthnsiast, was not, we are sorry to say, a saori- 
ftoe to ■ snpergtitJens fear of witchcraft, hot * 
emel ioitanoe ttf wicked policy, mingled with na^ 
tional jealonsy and hatrwl. 

To the sane canse, about the same period, we 
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may impute the trial of the Duchess of GIouce»- 
ter, wife of the good Duke Humphrey, accused of 
consulting witches concerning the mode of cent- 
passing the death of her hushand's nephew, Henry 
Vl. The Duchess was condemned to do penance, 
and thereafter banished to the Isle of Man, while 
several of her accomplices died in prison, or were 
executed. But in this instance also, llie alleged 
witchcraft was only the ostensible cause of a pro- 
cedure which had its real source in the deep hi^ 
tred hetween the Duke of Gloucester and Cardi> 
nal Beaufort, his half-brother. The same pr^ 
text was used by Richard HI., when lie brought 
the charge of sorcery against the Queen Dowager; 
Jane Shore, and the queen's kinsmen ; and yet 
again wag, by that unscrupulous prince, directed 
against Morton, afterwards Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and other adherents of the Earl of Rich- 
mond. The accusation, in both cases, was onijr 
chosen as a charge easily made, and difficult to 
be eluded or repelled: 

But, in the meanwhile, as the accosalioa of 
witchcraft thus afforded to tyranny, or policy, the 
ready means of assailing persons whom it mi^i 
not have been possible to courict ef any other 
crime, the aspersion itself was gradnally consider' 
ed with increase of terror, as spreading wider and 
becoming more contagious. So early as the year 
1396, the University of Paris, in laying down nilea 
for the judicial prosecuting of niuAes, expresa 
their regret that the crime was growing more fl'e- 
qoent than in any former age. The more severe 
enquiries and frequent punishments, by which (he 
judges endeavoured ttr check the progress of this 
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inpioiis practice, ieem to have increased tfae dis- 
ease, — as indeed, it has been always remarked, 
that those morbid aflectioDs of mj^d wliich de- 
pend on the iiaagination are sure to become more 
common, in proportion as public attention is fas^ 
tened on stories connected with their display. 
' In the same century, schisms, arising from dif- 
&rent causes, greatly alarmed the Church of 
Rome. The anirersal spirit of enquiry which 
was now afloat, taking a different direction ia 
different countries, had, in almost all of them, 
stirred up a sceptical . dissatisiaction with the 
dogmas of the church, — such views being ren- 
dered more credible to the poorer classes throngh 
the corruption of manners among the clergy, too 
maay of whom wealth and eEUe had caused to 
nag^^t that course of morality which beat re- 
bommends religious doctrine. ' In almost every 
nation in Europe, there lurked, in the ciowded 
cities, or the wild solitude of the conntiy, sects 
who agreed chiefly in their animosity to tbe sa- 
preuacy of Rome, and their desire to cast off her 
domination. TheWaldensesandAlbigenses w*ere 
parties existing in great numbers tnrough the 
south of France. The Romanists became ex- 
tremely desirons to combine the doctrine of the 
heretics with witckeraft, which, according to their 
aoconnt, abounded especially where the Protest- 
ants were most numerous ; and the bitterness 
iiioreasiBg, they scrupled not to throw the charge 
of sorcery, as a matter of course, upon those who 
dissented from the Catholic standard of Faith. 
The Jesuit Delrio alleges several reasons for the 
affinity which he considers at existing between tbe 
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Prot«fltaiit And tfae aorcerw; be aecmes the &r* 
mer of embraciDg the opiniun of Wiems, and othei 
defenders of the deril, (as he calls all who oppose 
bit own opinioni conceming witchcraft,)— thiu 
fortifying' the kingdom of Satan Rgainst that of 
the church." 

A remarkable passage in Monstrelet puts in a 
dear view the point aimed at by the Catholics in 
thus confiising and blending the doctrioeB of hfr- 
reay and the practice of wit^^hcraft, and how ■ 
meeting of inoffensive Protestants conld be cun* 
ningljr identified with a Sabbath of hags and 
fiends. 

" In this year, [1459,] in the town of ArrMi 
and county of Artois, arose, tbroDgb a terrihla 
and melancholy chance, an opinion called, I know 
not why, the Religion of Fowiouw. Thisseotoon* 
sisted, it is said, of certun persons, both men and 
women, who, under cloud of night, by the powar 
of the deril, repaired to scnne solitary spot, amid 
woods and deserts, where the devil appeared ba- 
fore them in a hiunan form, save that his viaags 
is never perfectly visible to thran, — read to toe 
assembly a book of his ordinannes, informing 
them how he would be obeyed,^-distributed a 
very little money, and a plentiiid meal, whidi 
was concluded by a scene of general profligacy,— 
after which, each one of the party was conr«yed 
home to her or his own habitati(»i. 

" On Bccnsationa of access to such acta of mad* 
nesB," continues Mwistrelet, " several creditablo 
persona of the town of Airaa were seiaed and 
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impTiHOiied, ftlong with gome foolisfi women and 
ons of little conseqnence. These were to 
ibly tortnred, that some of tbem admitted 
the truth of the whole accngationH, and said, be< 
sides, that they had seen and recognised in their 
OoctDmal aisembly, many persone of mnk, pre- 
lates, seignenra, and ^vemors of lMiiIliag«« and 
cities, heing' such names as the examinaton had 
sng'gested to the persons examined, while they 
constrained them by tortnre to impeach the per- 
sons to whom they belonged. Sereral of thoM 
who had been thos informed gainst were arrest- 
ed, thrown into priBon, and tortared for so long « 
time, that IJiey slao were ohlis^ed to confess what 
was charged against them. After thia, those <i£ 
mean condition were executed and inhnmanly 
burnt, while the ridier and more powerful Mf 
the' accused rsnsomed themielrea by sums of 
money, to avoid the puniahment and the ehama 
attending it. Many eren of thoee also conf^W> 
ed being persuaded to take that course by th« 
interrogators, who pronuBed them indemnity for 
Wa and fortnue. Some there were, of a trndi* 
yrbo suffered, witii marrellons patience and con» 
fltancy, the torments inflicted on tbem, and would 
confess nothing imputed to th«r charge ; bat they, 
too, had to give iBirge sums to the judges, who 
exacted that such of them as, notwiAstandmr 
tiieir mishandling, were still able to move, should 
banish themselves from that part of the country.* 
Monstrelet winds np this shocking narrative W 
informing ns, " that it oaght not to be conoeale^ 
that the whide Mousation wm a stratagem of 
wkked men for tfaeir sws eeretova pvp oseS} aid 



ID order, by these fklseaccnsations and forced con- 
fessions, to destroy the life, fame, and fortune, of 
wealthy persons." 

Delrio himself confesses that Fmnciscus Bnl- 
dninus gives sn tuxiount of the pretended punish- 
uent, but real persecution, of these Waldenses, in 
similar terms with Monstrelet, whose suspicions 
are distinctly spoken out, and adds, th&t the Parr 
liament of Paris having heard the affair by appeal, 
had declared the sentence illegal, and the judges 
iniquitous, by an arr^t, dated 20th May, U9I. 
The Jesuit Delrio quotes the passage, but adheres 
with lingering reluctance, to the truth of the ac; 
cusation. — " The Waldenses, (of whom the Albi- 
gensea are a species) were," he says, " never free 
from the most, wretched excess of fascination ;t 
and finally, though he allows the conduct of. the 
judges to have been most odious, he cannot pre-: 



should hardly hare been found proved eren npon 
the most distinct evidence. He appeals on this 
occasion to Florimond's workon Antichrist. The. 
introduction of that work deserves to be quoted, 
as strongly illustrative of the condition to which 
the country was reduced, and calculated to make 
an impression, the very reverse probably of that 
which the writer would have desired. 
. " All those who have afTorded us some signs 
of the approach of Antichrist, agree that the in- 
crease of sorcery and witchcraft is to distingnish 
the melancholy period of his advent ; and waa. 
ever age so afflicted with them as ours ? Hie 
seats destined for crinjinals before our judioato- 
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riea are blackened with penoas accQsed of this 
gnilt. Tbere are not jadgea enoagh to try tbem. 
Oar dangeona are gorged with ibem. No dajr 
paaaea that we do not render our tribanalH bloody 
by the dooniB which we pronounce, or in which 
we do not return to oar homes discountenanced 
and terrified at the horrible contents of the con- 
faBsiona which it hai been onr doty to hear. And 
, the devil is accoanted »o good a miuter, that we 
cannot commit so great a number of his slaves to 
the flames, but what there shall arise from tbeir 
ashes a number sufficient to supply their place."* 
This last statement, by which it appears that 
the most active and unsparing inqnisition was ta- 
king place, corresponds with the historical notices 
ofrepeatedperseoutionsnpon this dreadful charge 
of sorcery. A buU of Pope Innocent ihe VIII. 
rang the tocsin i^inst this formidable crime, and' 
set forth in tbe most dismal colours the guilt, while 
it stimulated the inquisitors to the nnsparing dis- 
charge of their duty, in searching oat and punish- 
ing tbe guilty. " It is come to onr ears," says 
the bull, " that numbers of both sexes do not 
aroid to have intercourse with the infernal fiends, 
and that by their sorceries tbey affiict both man 
and beast i that they blight the marriage-bed, 
destroy the births of women, and the increase of 
cattle; they blast the corn on the ground, the 
grapes of the vineyard, the fruits of the trees, the 
grass, and herbs of die field." Forwhid) reasons, 
tiie inquisitors were armed with the. ApostolJe 
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power, and called upon to " OMtviot, in^mMBt 
and punish," and m> forth. 

Dreadful were th« conBe^oeacM of ibm bull all 
OTer the Gontinent, e^ieciaUy in luJy, Gmmany, 
and France.* About 148^, Cumaiius burnt u 
iritcbeB forty-one poor women in one year, is th« 
county of Burlia. In tbe ensuing years, he coo- 
tinned the prosecution with sncb unremittinff Mai, 
thftt many fled from the country. 

Alciatns states that an inquisitor, about ths 
aame period, burnt an hundred sorcerers in Pied- 
nonl, and perserered in his enquiries tiU hnnuu 
patience was exhausted, and the people arose and 
drove him out of the country, after which the jo* 
liediction was deferred to the archbishop. T&at 
prelate consulted Ald&tus himself, who had just 
then obtained his doctor's degree in ciril laW| to 
Thich he was afterwards an honoor. A ntunber 
of unfortunate wretches were bronght for judg- 
ment, fitter, according to the civilian's opmiooi 
for a course of hellebore, than for the stake. S<»na 
were accused of having dishonoured the crucifix* 
and denied their salvation ; others of having ab< 
sconded to keep the Devil's Sabbath, in spite of 
bolts and bars ; others of having merely joined itt 
the choral dances around the witches' tree of ren- 
dezvous. Several of their husbands and relatives 
swore that they were in bed and asleep daringtbon 
pretended excursions Alciatus reeommesMJe*! 
gentle and temperate measures -, and the minds of 
the country becMae at length eMnp(«ed.f 
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In 14S8, die comtrf four lea^M mroand Con- 
■tanoe waM laid wMt« bj ligfatning* «aii tempni^ 
nwl two women being, byiiiir measf or fool, mad* 
to oonfesa themselrei guilty ai the oaose of tk* 
devutation, suffered death. 

About 1515, fire hundred pereona were exe* 
cntedat Geneva, under the character of "Proteit> 
ant witches ;" from which we may gnppote man j 
suffered for heresy. Forty-eight witches were 
burnt at Rarensbu^h within four years, as Hnt« 
chison reports, on the authority of Mengho, the 
Mithor of the " Malleus Maleficanun." In Lor- 
raine, the learned inquisitor, Remigius, boasts that 
Im put to death nine hundred people in fifteen 
yean. As many were baniihea fiwn that coun- 
try J so that whole towns were on the point of 
becoming desolate. In 1524, a thonsand persong 
were pnt to death in one year at Como, in Italy, 
and about one hundred every year after for sev^ 
ral years.* 

In the beginning of the next centnry, the per- 
eecDtion of witches broke out in France with a 
fary which was hardly etmceirable, and multitudes 
were burnt amid that gay and lively people. Some 
notion of the extreme prejudice of their judges 
inay be drawn from the words of one of the in- 
quisitors themselres, Pierre de Lsncre, rnyal 
oonncillor in the Parliament of Bonrdeanx, with, 
whom the President Espaignel was joined in a 
commiuion to enquire into certain acts of iop- 
cery, reported to hare been committed in La- 
bourt and its neighbourhood, at the foot of the 

• Bin. d« SpiM, «• SwrgiUbw. 



Pyrenees, abont the month of May, 161D. A 
tew extracts from the preface will best ermee 
the atate of mind in which he proceeded to Ute 
dischai^e of his commisBion. 

His story assumes the form of a narratire of ■ 
direct war between Satan on the one side, and the 
Royal Commissioners on the other, " because,'' 
says Councillor de Lancre, with self-complai- 
sance, " nothing is so calculated to strike terror 
into the fiend and his dominions, &B a commissioil 
with such plenary powers." 

At first, Satan endeavoured to supply his tm^ 
sals who were brought before the judges with 
strength to support the examinations, so tbttt 
if, by intermission of the tortore, the wretches 
should fall into a dose, they declared, when dwy 
were recalled from it to the question, that the 
profound stupor " had somethmg of Paradise in 
it, — being gilded," said the judge, " with the im- 
mediate presence of the devil ;" though, in all 
probability, it rather derived its charms from the 
natural comparison between the insensibility of 
exhaustion, and the brevions agony of acute t<w- 
ture. The judges took care that the Fiend seldoBS 
obtained any advantage in the matter, by refusing 
their victims, in most cases, any interval of rest or 
sleep. Satan then proceeded, in the way of direct 
defiance, to stop the mouth of the accused openly, 
and by mere force, with something like a visibls 
obstmctionin their throat. NulwiUistandingthia, 
to put the devil to shame, some of the accused 
found means, in spite of him, to confess imd he 
hanged, or ralher burnt. The fiend lost moch 
credit by his ftilnre on this occasion. Beforetlra 
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ftrmidnble eommissio tiers arrived, he liad held - 
luBCoHT- pUniere before the gates of Buurdeanx, 
aod in the square of the palace of Galienne, where- - 
as he was now insulted publicly by his owo Ta»- - 
sals, and in the midat of hii festival of the Sab- ' 
bath, the chiidrenandralations of the witches, who ' 
had. suffered, not sticKing to say to Iiim, " Out ■■ 
upon you ! your promise was, .that our mothers : 
who were prisoners should not die ; andlookhow .' 

Jouharekept yonrword withusi Theyhavebeea ' 
nrnt, and are s heap of ashes." To appease this ' 
mutiny, Satan had two evasions. He produced . 
illmory . fires, and encouragjed the mutinous to ' 
walk through them, assuring them that the judi- 
cial pile was as frigid and inoffensive as those 
whiob.he exhibited to them. Agun, taking his ^ 
refuge in lies, of which he is well known to be the ' 
fatber, be stoutly affirmed that their parents, who - 
■oemed to have suffered, were safe in a foreign r 
cenntry, and that if their children would call on < 
them they would receive an uiswer. They made - 
the invocation accordingly, and Satan answered i 
each of them in a tone which resembled the roiue ' 
of the lamented parent, almost as successfully as - 
Monsieur Alexandre could have done. 

Proceeding to a yet more close attack, theCom- •■ 
Biisaionera, on the eve of one of the Fiend's Sab- ' 
baths, placed the gibbet on which they executed > 
their victims just on the spot where Satan's gilded 
f^air was usually stationed. The dt ril was much 
offended at such an affront, and yet liad so little ! 

fower in the matter, that he could only express -> 
is resentment by threats, that he would hang ' 
Messienn S'Amon and D'Urtabbe, geiitlemen ) 



who had solicited nnd promoted the igsuing oT 
the commission, Mid would also bum the com- 
miaiioners tbemselveB in their own fire. We re- 
, gFet to say that Satan wae unable to execute either 
of these laudable resolutions. Ashamed of hie ex- 
cBses, be abandoned for three or four sittings hia 
attendance en tbe Sabbaths, sending as his repre- 
sentatire an knp of subordiiMte account, and ia 
iv^om no one reposed cunfidenc*. When he toolc 
Gowragv again to face his parliamMit, the Avcb- 
fiendeeveredhii defection by assuring them, tkat 
he had been enga^d in a lawwitt with the Deily, 
wliicb he had gained with costs, and that Bixse«v» 
of infant children were to be delircred up to him 
js name of damages, and the witcb«« were dlreat- 
ed to procmre soch victims accordingly. Aitor 
this gTfotd fiotioD, he confined himself to the petty 
raagewioe af impediifg the acoees of confeaiontw 
tbe condemand, wliich was the more easy, as few 
of them ooold speak tbe Baa^ualangnagtt. IImip» 
no time to detail the iageaions meUod by wbidt 
the learned Cosnctllor de Lancre esplaing wliy 
the district of Laivoiirt shosld ha particeiarly Kt- 
paaed !« tite peet of sorcery. The chief reacon 
seems to be, that it ie a mouotaiaens, a stwile, 
and a bordM" cauntry, where the men are alt ftih> 
ert, and the wwmsn naoke tobacco, aod wear 
short petticoats. 

To a person who, in Ait pt«aBmptaoa% tnlingr 
and coneeked spirit, haa oompeaed a ^arl* to> 
lume, fnU of the gveatest abaurditiaa Mid piaaa 
eat obaceiutiM »tm impaeasod ea pmn itwaa 
the jrfeaone of the moat Chris^aB BftoW^ t» 
cowigB thQ meat a)M*la(« p 
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exercised on these poor people; ftnd he might' 
-mtii SB much prudence hare tamed a rareiiQua. 
irolf upon an nndefended flock, of whom the aiti- 
raal wai the natural enemy, as they were his □»- 
tural prer. The priest, an well as the ignorHtt> 
peaumt, fell under the suspicion of this fttUcont-' 
jsission; and De Lancre writes with muiJi ooa* 
jJacency, that the accused were brought to trial 
to the amnber of forty in raio day, — with what 
chance of escape, when the judgea were blinded 
with prejudice, and could only hear the evideaee 
Mtd the defence tbrongh the mediuia of an ia— 
tarjprater, the onderstan^g c^ the reader mfiy 
eMily KBtieipate. 

AnoDg other gross transgresuoas of the mort, 
ttfdinary mles, it may be remarked, that the ac- . 
cueed, in what their jodges called confessions, 
centE&dicted each other at every tm-n respecting 
the description of the Domdaniel in which they 
pretended to have been assembled, and the fiend 
who presided there. All spoke to a sort of gilded - 
ihrone ; but some saw a hideous wild he-goat 
seated there — aome a man disfigured and twisted, 
aa ■■ffering torture — some, with bett«r taite, be-, 
Letd a huge indistinct form, resembling one o£. 
tikOM nutilated trunks of trees f ootid in ancient 
feresta. But De Lancre was no " Diuiiel come- 
to jndgment," and the discrepancy of evidence, 
ntech nred die life and fame of Sasannah,mBda. 
a. &roar of the sorcerecs of La- 



ttr in De Xiancre's book of the 
trial and condeBinatioQ of persons acouaed of the 
crime of lifeantAropy, a superalitun tiiuxJk vas 
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chiefly carr«nt in Prance, bat was known in otfaer 
oonntries, and is the sabject of great debate be-' 
tween Wier, NnndS, Sc))t, on the one hoiid, and 
their demonological adrersarieti on the other. Tbe : 
idea, eaid the one party, was, that a human beinp 
had the power, by Borcery,oftrRnsfonniiighimseIi 
into the shape of a wolf, and in that capacity, being 
seized wilb. a species of fury, he rushed oat, aad 
made H&toc Among tbe flocks, slaying and.was': 
ting, ]ike the animal whom tie represented, far 
more than he could devour. The more incredu- ' 
lous reasonerg would not allow of a real trausfor' 
nation, whether with or without the enchanted ' 
hide of a wolf, which in some cases was sowosed 
to aid the metamorphosis, and contended that ly- 
cantbropy only subsisted as a woful species of dis- ' 
ease,B melancholy state of mind, broken with 6ocH» 
sional fits of insanity, in which tbe patient ima* ' 
gined that he committed the ravages of whieh ho ' 
was accused. Such a person, a mere yout^ wM_ 
tried atBesan^on, who gave himself out for a seT'' 
vant, or yeoman pricker, of the Lord of the Forest, ; 
80 he called his superior, who was judged to be thft ; 
-devil. He was, by bis master's powerj transform- : 
ed into the likeness, and performed the usual func- . 
tions, of a wolf, and waa attended in his coarse' 
by one larger, which he supposed the. Lord of; 
the Forest bimnelf. These wolves, he said, rava- ■ 
ged the flocks, and throttled the dogs which stood ' 
in their defence. If eitbei* had not seen the other, 
he bowled, after the manner of the animal, to oaU . 
his comrade to his share of the prey ; if he did not 
come upon this signal, he proceeded to bury it tlui . 
hett way he could. 
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Saob wxs the f^eneml persecution under Messn 
EiSptit^el and De Lnncre. Many Bimilar scenes 
occurred in France, till the edict of Louis XIY. 
dischiu^ng all futnre proBecutioos for witchcraft 
Kfter which the crime itself was heard of no 
more.* 

While the spirit of superstition was working 
meh horrors in France, it was hot, we may bo- 
liere, more idle in other countries of Europe. In 
^atn, particularly, ton^ the residence of the 
Moofs, a people putting deep faith in all the dav- 
dFeains of witchcraft,' good and eril genii, spells, 
uid talismans, the ardent and devotional tempOT 
of the old Christians dictated a severe research 
' nfter sorcerers, as well as heretics, and relapsed 
Jews or Mahometans. In former times, diiriag 
the snbBistence of the Moorish kingdoms in Spain, 
a school was supposed to be kept open in Toboso, 
ior the study, it is said, of magic, oat more likely 
of chemistry, algebra, and other sciences, which, 
■Itegether mistaken by the ignorant and Tulgar, 
Wtd imperfectly understood even by those who 
•todied them, were supposed to be allied to ne- 
cromancy,' or at least to natural magic. It was, 
of courae, the bnsiness of the Inquigilion to purify 
whatever suck pursuits had left of suspicious C^ 
tfaolictsai, and their labours cost as much blood 
on accusations of witchcraft and magic, as for 
heresy and relapse. 

Eren thecolder nations of Europe were sub- 
ject to the same epidemic terror for witchcraft, 

in sudi wild borron in the 
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and a apecimen of it was exhibited ia the mber 
and rational countiy of Sweden about the middle 
of last century, an account of whtcb, being txtma- 
'lated into Engligb by a respectable Glei^ymaii> 
Doctor Hornedc, excited general snrprise how 
a whole people could be imposed upon to the 
:d^ee (rf shedding much blood, Rbd commit- 
'ting great cruelty and injustice, on accouBt of 
'the idle falsehoods propagated byacrewof lyinr 
'Children, who, in this case) were both acton and 
-witnesses. 

The melancholy truth, that " the human 'heart 
ia deceitful above all things, and desperately 
'wicked," is by nothing proved so stroogly as by 
the imperfect sense displayed by children of the 
.sanctity of moral truth. Both the gentleman 
>and tlie tuass of the people, as thev advance ia 
'years, learn to despise and avoid falsehood ; the 
tormer out of pride, and from a remaining feel- 
ing derived from the days of chivalry, that the 
«harBGter of a liar is a deadly stain on their ho- 
nour; the other, from some general reflection 
np<Ri the necessity of preswving a character for 
integrity in the conrse of life, and a sense of 
the truth of the common adage, " that hwaesty is 
the best policy." But these are acquired habits 
of thinking. The child has no natoral love of 
truth, as is experienced by all who have the least 
acqnaintance with early youth. If they are char- 
ged with a fault, while they can hardly speak, 
the first words they stammer forth are a false- 
hood to excuse it. Nor is this all : The tempt- 
ation of attracUng attention, the pleasure of en- 
joying importance, the desire to escape from an 
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vmpletMOg U^ or tucompluh a bolida^, will «t 
«ny time overcome the sentiment of tmth, so 
weak is it witkia them. Hence ttiieves and hotue- 
breokera, from a eurprising-Iy early period, find 
meanH of rendering' coildren uaeful in their myi- 
tery ; nw are such acolytes fonnd to evade jiut- 
ioa with lesi dexterity than the more advanced 
'ittguas. where a namber of them are concerned 
in the same mischief, Uiere is something resem- 
bling virtue in the fidelity with which the com- 
mon secret is preserved. Children, under the 
UHal age of their being admitted to give evl- 
denoe, were necessarily often examined in witch 
trials ; md it is terrible to see how often the little 
imposters, from spite, or in mere gaiety (^ spirit, 
have, by their art and perseverance, made ship- 
wreck of men's lives. But it would be hard to 
dboover a ease, which, supported exciuaively by 
the evidence of children, (the confessions under 
tortore excepted,) and obviously existing only in 
the young witnesses' own imagination, has been 
.•Handed with such serious consequences, or given 
flauie to so extensive and fatal a delusion, as thftt 
which occurred in Sweden. 

The scene was the Swedish vitlege of Mohra, 
in the province of EUfland, which district had pro- 
bably its name from some reninut of ancient 
«npH«tition. . The delusion had corae to a great 
height ere it reached the eu-a of government, 
wbeB, as was the general procedure, royal com- 
misaioners were sent down, men well fitted for 
the duty intrusted to them ; that is, with ears 
open to receive the incredibilities with which tliey 
were to be crammedi and hearts hardened against 
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every degree of compiueioii to the scotued. Tbe 
' complaints of the common people, backed by 
• some persons of better condition, were, thnt a 
- nnmber of persons, renowned hs witches, hod 
drawn several hundred children of all classes un- 
der the devil'B authority. They demanded, there- 
fore, the punishment of these agents of hell.'re- 
minding the judges, that the province tisd beMi 
clear of witches since the burning of some on a 
former occasion. The accused were numerous, so 
' many as threescore and ten witches and sorcerers 
' being seized in the villag'e of Mobra ; three-and- 
twenty confessed their crimes, and were sent to 

■ Faluna, where most of them were executed. Fif- 
teen of tbe children were also led to death. Six- 

■ and-th!rty of those who were young were forced 
to run the gauntlet, as it is called, and wer«, 
besides, lashed weekly at the church-doors for 
a whole yeiir. Twenty of the yonngest were 

'condemned to the same discipline for three daya 

The process seems to hare consisted in con- 
fronting the children with the witches, and hear- 
ing tbe extraordinary story which the former iti- 
eisted upon maintaining. Tbe children, to the 

■ nnmber of three hundred, were found more (W 
less perfect in a tale as full of impossible absurd- 
ities as ever was told around a nursery fire. 
Their confession ran thus : 

They were tanght hy the witches to go to a 
' cross way, and with certain ceremonies to invoke 
the devil by the name of Antecessor, begging him 
to carry them off to Blockula, meaning, perhaps, 
the Brockenberg, in the Hartz forest, a mountahi 
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'in&mbas for being the, common scene of witcliea' 
■ meetings, nnd to which Goeth^ represents tbe 
' ^itit Mephietopheles as conducting his pupil 
' Faastus. The devil courteously appeared at tne 
' call of the children, in yarious forme, but chiefly 
as a mad MerryrAndrew, with a, grey coat, red 
and blue stockings, a red beard, a high-croiraed 
: hat, with linen of various colours wrapt round it, 
- and garters of peculiar length. He set each child 
. un some beast of his providing, and anointed them 
-with a certain ung-uent composed of the scrapings 
' of altars, and the filings of church-clocks. There 
<is here a discrepancy of evidence' which, in an- 
. other conrt, would hare cast the whole. Most of 
the children considered their journey to be corpo- 
real and actual. Some supposed, however, that 
, their strength, or spirit, only travelled with the 
fiend, and that their body i-emained behind. Very 
few adopted this Inst hypothesis, though the pa- 
rents unanimously bore witness, that the bodies 
of the children remained in bed, and could not 
be awakened out of a deep sleep, though tli^ 
shook them for the purpose of awakening them. 
' So strong waH,- nevertheless, the b'elief of nurses 
and mothers in their actual transportation, that 
a sensible clergyman, mentioned in the preface, 
who had resolved he would watch his son the 
whole night, uid see what hag, or fiend, would 
take him from his arms, ^ad the utmost diflicntty, 
notwithstanding, in convincing his mother that tne 
child had not been transported to Blockula, du- 
ring the very night he held him in his embrace. 
The learned translator candidly allows, " out 
of so great amultitude as were acciued, condemn- 
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«d, «Rd executed, tku« mi^t be smne irte iidw 
feed mijiistly, and oved tbeir death mere to the 
BuUice of their enemies than to their skill in the 
bteekart, I will readily admit. Nor will I deny," 
he coutinnes, " but that when the news of then 
tnnmctiona and accounts, how the children be- 
witched fell into fits and strange nnoBUal poetKraCi 
spread abroad in the kingdom, some fearful wmI 
credalons people, if thev saw their children any 
way disordered, Taight think tJiey were bewitch- 
ed, or ready to be carried away by imp8."» The 
learned gentlemaa here stops short in a trun «f 
reasoning, which, followed out, wonld have d*- 
priTed the world of the benefit of big translMtioa. 
Fw if it was possible that some of these unfbrta- 
nate persona fell a sacrifice to the malice of th«ar 
neig^hbours, or the prejudices of witnesses, as 
he seems ready to grant, is it not more reason- 
able to believe, that the whole of the aocHsed 
were convicted or similar grounds, tfaax to al- 
low, as troth, the slightest part of the gross and 
'Vslgar impassibilities upon which alone their en- 
cntion can be justified ? 

The Blodkula, which was the object of their 
jonmey, was a house having a fine gate palnt«d 
with divers colonrs, with a paddock, in which they 
turned the beasts to graze which bad bronght them 
to such scenes of revelry. If bnman beings had 
been employed, they wore left slumbering agaiiMt 
the waU of the house. The plui of the devil's 

• Translator's Freracc to Homecb's " Acconot of what 
bappcncd in the Kingdom of Swedou' Sec Appmlix to 
fllwiTille'i work. 
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priac* coiuwted of mm 1m^ liaaqiMtiiig mpart- 
nent, and fleveral withdrawin^rooDia. Their 
fbod waa homely enongh, being broth made of 
oolenrort* and baccm, with bread and bnttar, and 
mSk and cheeae. Tha wme acta of wickedaefg 
and profligacy were committed at BlockuUi which 
-are ■mBlly aoppoled to take plaoe upon the de- 
vil's Sabbath elsewhere ; but there waa this par^ 
-cnlar, that the witches had sons and danght^ by 
die fiends, who were married together, and pra- 
duoed an offspring of toads and serpents. 

These confessions being delirered before the 
aocBsed witches, they at first stoutly denied them; 
at last some of them borst into tears, and aoqnies- 
oed in the horrors imputed to them. They said, 
tJte practice of carrying off children bad been en- 
larged very lately, (n&ch shows the whole m- 
raotiFS to have arisen recently ;) and the despaip- 
ing wretches confirmed what the children said, 
with many other extravagant circumstances, oa 
tiie mode of elongating a goat's bade by means 
of a spit, on which we care not to be particalar. 
It is worth mentioning, that the deril, desiroi» 
4f enjoying his owa repntatioa among his sub- 
Jeots, pretended at one time to be dead, and was 
much lamented at Blodculo- — but he soon revived 
agam. 

Some attempts these witches had made- to harm 
individuals on middle earth, but with little suo- 
cess. One old sorceress, indeed, attempted to 
strike a nail, given her by the devil for that pur- 
pose, into the head of the minister of Eifiand; but 
as the sknll was of unusual solidity, the reverend 
^«itleman only felt a headach ixom her efforts. 
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/niey coidd not be peranaded to exhibit any «f 
their tricks before ^e commissi onen, excusing 
' themselves by alleging' that their witcbcrftft had 
left them, and that the deril had amused them 
.vith the vision of a burning pit, having a hasd 
thrust out of it. 

The total number who lost their lives on this 
singular occasion, was' foui-score and four per- 
sons, inclading fifteen' children ; and at thia ex- 
pense of blood was extinguished aflame that arose 
as suddenly, burned as fiercely,' and decayed as 
rapidly, as any portent of the kind within, the 
annals of Bnperstition. The commissioners re- 
turned to com't with the high approbation of aU 
.coDcemed — prayers were ordered through tha 
churches weekly, that Heaven would be pleased 
to restrain the powers of the devil, and deliver 
the poor creatures who hitherto had groaned nn- 
der it, as well as the innocent children, who were 
carried off- by hundreds at once. 

If we could ever learn the true explanation of 
this story, we should probably find that the cry 
was led by some clever mischievous boy, who 
wished toapologize to his parents for lying an hour 
longer in tne morning, by alleging he had been 
at Blockttla on the preceding night ; and that the 
desire to be as much distinguished as their com* 
rade, had stimulated the bolder and more acute 
of his companions to the like falsehoods ; whilst 
tbos^of weaker minds assented, either from fear 
of punishment, or the force of dreaming over at 
night the horrors whieh were dinned into their 
ears all day. Those who were ingenuons, as it 
was termed, in their confessions, received praise 
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and encouragement; and tlioge who denied, or 
were silent, and, as it was considered, impenitent, 
were sore to bear the harder share of the punish- 
ment which was addressed to all. It is worth 
while also to observe, that the smarter' children 
began to improve their evidence, and add touches 
to the general picture of Blockula. ".Some of 
the children talked much of a white angel, which 
used to forbid them what the devil bid them do,- 
and told them that these doings should not last 
leng^.^ — And, ^ey added, this better being would 
place himself sometimes at the dour betwixt the, 
witches and the children, and when they came to 
Blockula be pulled the children back, but the 
witches went in." 

This additional evidence speaks for itself, and 
shows the whole tale to be the fiction of the child- 
ren'g imagination, which some of them wished to 
improve upon. The reader may consult, " An Ac- 
count of what happened in the Kingdom of Sweden 
in the years 1 669 and 1670, and afterwards trans- 
lated out of High Dutch into English, by Dr An- 
tony Horneck," attached to Gianville's " Sadducis- 
mn9 Triumphatus." The translator refers to the 
evidence of^ Baron Sparr, ambassador from the 
court of Sweden to the court of England, in 1672; 
and that of Baron Lyonberg, envoy extraordinary 
of tJie same power, both (^ whom attest the con- 
fegsion and execution of the witches. The King of 
Sweden himself answered the express enquiries of 
the Duke ofHoIstein with marked reserve. " Hij 
jgdges and commissioners," he said, " had caused 
divers men, women, and children, to be burnt 
and executed, on such pregnant evidence as was 
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Itrought before them. Bat whether the actioBs 
Gonfeeaed, and prOTed againat them, were real, or 
only the effects of strong imagination, he was not 
as vet able to determine;"— a sofficient reason, 
peroaps, why ponishment should have been at 
least deferred by the interposition of tbe royal- 
authority. 

We most now turn our eyes to Britain, in 
which our knowled^ as to snah erents is bmm- 
sarily more exteniire, and where it is in a high 
degree more intereitii^ to our present fVi- 
pose. 
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LETTER VIII. 

The effects t^ (he Witch SuptrtUiM arelaie traetd in At 
Imwi of a Xingdom — Uiaalii/ paaiihed in EttglaKt of a 
OiiiM connected with PoStia — Attempt at Murder for 

■ WiteAffl-o/l <mA in itself Capital— TriaU of Penoiu of 

■ Rank fir Witfherafi, cotmeottd with Stale CrimaSla- 
tutei of Henry VIII— Hob Witchcraft uiaa regarded by 
<the three Leading Sedi afSdigum in the SitteetOh Cat. 
htry 1 Jirit, bg the Catholict i ttcond, by the Cabiinieti i 
third, by the Church of England and Latkerans — Impot- 
turea unvtarily countaumced bu individual Catholic Prieet^g 
and abo by Kime Pantanic Clergymen — Statute of IX% 
and trmu Cam upon ii — Caie of DvgdaU — Case of 
-the WUchet of Warhoit, and execution of the Fartaiy of 

Samnet—That of Jane Wenham, in fahidi tome Church 
.of England Cla^yinen intitled on the Proteeutinn — Hui^ 
cAuon'i Rdiuhe to them — Jama the FiraCf Opinion of 
Witchcraft— His celebrated Statute, 1 jSt. I— Canon 
' patted by the Convocation againtt Potteition — Cate of 

■ MrFai^ax-t Children— Laxathire Wilchet in 1613—. 
' " r nitcBBeru in IBM—Wtbita't Aceoant of the 

■ Athelwipo. • " ■ ■ 
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of 1^ Calviniita ii followed bu a severe Protecution ^ 
miches^Eiecutions in Sujhli, ^c. to a dreadful extent 
— Hopkins, the pretended Wilchfinder, the cauAe of thesf 
Cmdtiet—Hit Brutal Praclices~Bis Letter— Execatitm 
.ofMrLowis — Hopkins Punished — ReitoraHon if Charlet 
— TrilU of Coxe—of LhaOB) and CaUaider iw/ore Lord 
. Haiti — Royal Society and Progrett of SJu/uJedge — 
SoTnersitshire Wilchia — Opiaiont of thi Populace — A 

■ WomantunuaforWiti^craftalOaJily—SfuTderat Trim/ 

■ —Ad againtt WUchcraft aboHthed, and the belief in the 
CHnu beeometfbrgotttn— Witch TriaL in Neto England 

.. r—Dams Chver'i Trial— Affiietioii of Vit Paraiset, and 



fiightfid xncreasa of Iht Froitcutions — Suddeify ptil m 
atop to — Tht PenUatce of those cimcenud in that. 

Our account of Detnonology in England must 
naturally, bb in every otber country, depend 
chiefly on the instances which history contains of 
the law« and prosecutions aeainst witchcraft. 
Other superstitions arose and decayed, wen 
dreaded or despised, without greater embamn^ 
ment, in tlie provinces in which they hare a tem- 
porary currency, titan that cowards and children 
go out more seldom at night, while the reports of 
ghosts and fairies are peculiarly current. But 
when the alarm of witchcraft arises, Superstition 
dips her hand in the hlood of the persons accusedt 
and records in the annals of jurisprudence th«ir 
trials, and the causes alleged in rindieation of 
their execution. Respecting other fantastic alle- 
, gations, the proof is necessarily transient and 
aonbtful, depending upon the inaccurate testi- 
mony of Tague report and of doting tradition. 
, But in cases of witchcraft, we have before us the 
recorded evidence upon which Jndge and jury act- 
ed, and can form &n opinion with some degree of 
eertiunty of the grounds, real or fanciful, on which 
they acquitted or condemned. It is, therefore, ia 
tracing this part of Demonology, with its accun^ 
paoy ing circDmstances, that we nave the bestduace 
of obtaining an accurate view of our subject. 

The existence of witchcraft was, no doubt^ re« 
eeived and credited in England, as in the coun- 
tries on the continent, and ori|^nally punisbfid 
accordingly. But after the fourteenth cvBtmy, 
the practioes which fdl nnder such a dewviptioD 
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wors Utonght unworthy of any peculiar aoimad- 
reraiqn, unless they vera connected with some- 
thing which would have heen of itself a capital 
crime, by whatever means it had been either es- 
sayed or accomplished. Thns, the supposed pac- 
tion between a witch and the demon was peroaps 
deemed in itself to have terrors enough to pre- 
vent its becoming; an ordinary crime, and wa» 
not, therefore, visited with any statutory penalty^ 
But to attempt or execute bodily harm to others, 
through means of evil spirits, or, in a word, by the 
black art, was actioiu^le at commoa law, as much' 
as if the party accused had done the same hum 
with an arrow or pistol-shot. The destruction- 
or abstraction of goods by the like instruments, 
supposing the charge proved, would, in like man- 
ner, be punishable. A fortiori, the consul^ng 
soothsayers, familiar spirits, or the like, and the 
obtaining and circulating pretended prophecies, 
to the unsettlemeat of the state, and the endan- ' 
gering of the king's title, is yet a hi^er decree 
of guUt. And it may be remarked, that the enquiry 
. into the date of the king's life bears a close affinity 
with the desiring or compassing the death of tiie 
sovereign, which is the essence of high treason. 
Upon sudi charges, repeated trials took place in 
the courts of the English, and oondemnatians 
were pronounced, with suiBcient justice, BO doubt, 
where the connexion between the resort to sor- 
cerers, and the design to perpetrate a felony, 
could be clearly proved. We would not, indeed, 
be disposed to go the length of so high an autho- 
rity as Selden, who pronounces, (in his Tablt- 
6t&,) that if a man heartily believed that he could 
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take the life of another by wBring his hat thretf 
times, and crying, Buzz ! and shuald, ander this 
fixed opinion, wave his hat and cry, Buza ! accord- 
ingly, ne ought to be executed as a mnrderer. 
But a false prophecy of the king's death is not 
to be dealt with exactly on the nsnal principle; 
because, however idle in itself, the promulgation 
of such a prediction has, in times such as we are 
speaking of, a stioag tendency to work its com- 
pletion. 

Many persons, and some of great celebrity, 
suffered for the charge of trafficking with witches, 
to the prejudice of those in authority. We have 
already mentioned the instance of the Duchess 
of Gloucester, in Henry the Sixth's reign, and 
that of the Queen Dowager's kinsmen, in the 
Protectorate of Richard, afterwards the Third. 
In 1521, the Duke of Buckingham yraa beheaded, 
owing much to his having listened to the predic- 
tions of one IViar Hopkins. In the same reign, 
the Maid of Kent, who had been esteemea a 
prophetess, was put to death as a cheat. She 
suffered with seven persons who had managed 
her fits for the support of the Catholic reVigion, 
and confessed her fraud upon the scaffold. About 
seven years after this. Lord Hungerford was be- 
headed fur consulting certain soothsayers con- 
cerning the length of Henry the Eighth's life. 
But tt^se cases rather' relate to tbe purpose for 
which the sorcery was employed, than to the fact 
of using it. 

Two remarkable statutes were passed in the 
year 1511 ; one against lalse prophecies, the other 
against the act of conjuration, witchcraft) and 
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sorwry, and, at the eane time, against break- 
ing; and destroying eroBses. The former enact- 
ment was certainly made to ea^e the sngpicioiu 
and wayward fears of the tetchy King- Henry. 
The prohibition against witcbcra^ mip^ht be also 
dictated by the king's jealouedonbts of hazard to 
the succession. The enactment against breaking 
crosses, was obvionsly designed to check the ra- 
vages of the reformers, who, in England as well 
as elsewhere, desired to sweepaway Popery with 
the besom of destmction. This latter statute 
was abrogated in the first year of Edward VI., 
perhaps as placing an nndue restraint on the zeal 
of good Protestants against idolatry. 

At length, in 1562, a formal statnte against 
sorcery, as penal in itself, was actually passed; 
but as the penalty was limited to the pillory fur 
the first transgression, the legislature probably 
regarded those who might be brought to trial as 
impostors rather than wizards. There are in* 
stances of individuals tried and convicted as im- 
postors and cheats, and who acknowledged them- 
selves such before the court and people : But in 
their articles of visitation, the prelates directed 
enquiry to be made after those who should use 
enchantments, witchcraft, sorcery, or any like 
craft, invented by the devil. 

But it is here proper to make s pause, for the 
purpose of enquiring in what manner the reli- 
gious disputes which occupied all Europe about 
Uiis time influenced the proceedings of the rival 
sects in relation to Demonology. 

The Papal Church had long reigned by the 
prond and abtolute bnmoDr which she had assn- 
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mod, of maintuniiig every doctrise which har ra> 
lers had adopted in dark affea ; but tbia peitiaMity 
at length made her citadel too large to be Ae^ai- 
ed at every point, by a garriion whom prudence 
would hare required to abandon positiong which 
had been taken in times of darknem, and were 
unauited to the warfare of a more enlightened 
age. The sacred motto of the Vatican was, " Vet- 
tigia nulla retrorgwn ,■" and this rendered it im- 
possible to comply with the more wise and mode- 
rate of her own party, who would otherwise hare 
desired to make liberal conceswona to the Protest 
ants, and thus prevent, in its commencement, » 
formidable schism in the Christian world. 

To the system of Rome the CalTinista offered 
the most determined opposition, affecting, upoa 
every occasion, and on all points, to observe aa 
order of church-govern aient, as well as of wor- 
ship, expressly in the teeth of its enaetmenta ^— 
in a word, to be a good Protestant, they held it 
almost essential to he, in all things, diametrically 
opposite to the Catholic form and futh. As the 
foundation of this sect was laid in rentnblicaa 
states ; as its clerical disdpline was settled <«i a 
democratic basis ; and as the countries which 
adopted that form of ^remment were chiefly 
poor, the preachers, having lost the rank and opa- 
lence enjoyed by the Roman Church, were pa- 
dually thrown on the support of the people. In- 
sensibly they became occupied with the ideas and 
tenets natural to the common people, which, if 
they have usually the merit of being honestly 
conceived and boldly expressed, ere not the leas 
often adopted with Greanlity and pre«fitkti<n, 
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■ad carried into effect vith nnhentotlD^ harsh* 
neu ind aereritjr. 

Betwixt these extremes the Churchmen of Kng- 
lamd endeaToured to steer a middle course, r«- 
tUBin^ B portion of the ritnal and forma of Rome, 
M in themselves admirahle, and at any ratb too 
gveatly venerated by the people, to be changed 
merely for opposition's sake. Their compara- 
tively nndilapidated revenne, the connexion of 
their cyatem with the state, with views of amhition 
Bi ampla as the station of a churchman ought to 
cMnmasd, rendered them independent of the ne- 
oeuity (^ courting theirflocksoy any means save 
r^slar dischai^ of their duty ; and the excellent 

Cviaiona made for their education afforded them 
Tiing to confute ignorance, and enlighten pre- 
judice. 

Such being tha general character of the three 
Churehet, their belief in, and persecution of, such 
crimes as witchcraft and sorcery, were necessa- 
rily modelled upon the peculiar tenets which each 
system professed, and gave rise to various re- 
sults in the countries where they were severally 
received. 

The Church of Rome, a* we have seen, was 
mwiUing, in her period of undisputed power, to 
call in the secular aim to punish men for witdi- 
raaft, a crime which fell especially nnder ecclo- 
Hastical cogoisanoe, and could, according to her 
belief be subdued by the spiritual arm alone. 
The learned men at the head of the establish- 
ment might safely despise the attempt at those 
hidden arts aa impossioU ; or, even if they were 
of a more crednloiu diapoution, they mi^t be 
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DDwilling to nmke Uwa.by which tbur. cm.en> 
qniries id the mathematics, al^bro, chemistrjr, 
and other paniiitg Tolgarly Biippoted to approadi 
the confines of raa^c art, might be incoorenient* 
Ijr reitricted. The more selfish part of the prieat- 
hood might thiak that a ^neral belief in the ex- 
istence of witches should be permitted to remain, 
as a source both oif power and of revenue — that 
if there were no possessions, there eonld be.no 
exorcism'feefr~-and, in short, that a wholesome 
faith in all the absnrditiea of the vulgar creed, as 
to supematnral influences, was necessary to main* 
tain the influence of Diana of Ephesns. They 
Buflered spells to be mannfiictured, since every 
friar had the power of reversing them — they per- 
mitted poison to be distilled, because every con- 
vent had the antidote, which was disposed of to 
all who chose to demand it. It was not till the 
universal progress of heresy, in the end of the 
fifteenth century, that the bull of Pope Innocoit 
VIII., already quoted, caUed to convict, impri- 



son, and condemn the sorcerers, chiefly b 
it was the object to transfer the odiom of these 
crimes to the Waldenses, and excite and direct 
the public hatred against the new sect, by con- 
fonnding their doctrines with the inflnences of 
the Devil and big Fiends. The bull of P«^ In- 
nocent was afterwards, in the y«Br 15S3, enfor- 
ced by Adrian VI., with a new one, in which ex- 
communication was directed agiunst lorterera and 
Aeretict. 

While Rome thus positively declared herself 
against witches and sorcerers, the Calrtnists, in 
whose numbers must be included the greater part 
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trf tbe Eng'lisli Paritans, wlio, thoagfa they hmd 
not fimlly lerered from the communion of the 
Anglican Church, yet disapproTed of her ritual 
and ceremonies, as retaining too much of the Pa- 
pal stamp, ranked themselrea, in accordance with 
their nsual policy, in diametrical opposition to 
the doctrine of the Mother Church. They asau- 
med in the opposite sense whatever Rome pre- 
tended to as a proof of her omnipotent authority. 
The exorcisms, forms, and rites, by which good 
Catholics believed that incarnate fienda could be 
expelled, and eril spirits of erery kind rebuked 
— these, like the holy water, the robes of the 
priest, and the sign of the cross, the CaMnistt 
considered either with ecorn and contempt, as the 
tools of deliberate quackery and imposture, or 
with horror and loathing, ai the fit emblems and 
instruments of an idolatrous system. 

Such of them ta did not absolutely deny the 
-supernatural powers of which the Romanists 
-made boast, regarded the success of the exord- 
fling priest, to whatever extent they admitted it, 
as St Wet a casting out of devils by the power of 
Beelzebub, the King of the DevUs. They saw 
nlso, and resented bitterly, the attempt to con- 
fbnnd any dissent ^m tne doctrines of Rome 
with the proneness to an encouragement of rites 
of sorcery. On the whole, the Calvinists, gene- 
rally speaking, were, of all the contending sects, 
the most saspicious of sorcery, the most undoubt- 
tng believers in its existence, and the most eager 
to follow it up with what they conceived to be ~ 
- the duepuaisbmentof the most fearful of crime«. 

The leading divines of the Church of England 
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lobt, fandunenl) 
.posed to the doctrineH of RomO) as those who aSto- 
gether disclaimed opinions and ceremonies, mere- 
^ becMse 8he hod entertained them. But their 
position in society tended strongly to keep them 
Irom adopting, on such subjeots as we are now 
.discussing, eiuiei- the eager credulity of the rnlgu' 
jnind, or the lanatio ferocity of their Calrinietic 
rivals. We have no purpose to discuss the mat- 
ter in detail — enoogh has probably been said to 
.show generally why the Romaniat should hare 
cried out a mira^^e, respecting an incident vbich 
the Anglican would hare contemptuously termed 
.an imposture ; while the Calrinist, inspired with 
a darker seal, and, abore all, with the unceasing 
desire of open eontrorersy with the Catholica, 
would hare styled die same ereut an operation 
of the Deril. 

It followed, that while the dirines of the Cbnrch 
of England possessed the upper band in the king- 
dom, witchcraft, though trials and eren condem- 
nations for that ofFenoe occasionally occurred, did 
not create that epidemic terror which the very 
suspicion of the offence carried with it elsewhere ; 
MO that Reginald Scot and others allied, it wa» 
the rain pretences and empty forms of the Church 
of Rome, hy the faith reposed in them, which had 
ied to the belief of witehcnft or sorcery in gene- 
ral. Nor did prosecutions on account of sucb 
oharges frequently inrolre a capital punislunent, 
while learned judges were jealous of the imper- 
fection of the evidence to support the cbai^, and 
entertained n strong and growing suapicion that 
legitimate groandi ror »<£ tnals seldom actually 
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exiatod. On the (rtber hand, it niuolly liii{ip«ied 
thkt wherever the Colriuiat intereit became pre- 
dominiuit in Britain, a general persecution of flor- 
cKten and witches seemed to take place of eoa- 
sequence. Fearing and hating iorcery more than 
other ProteBtanta, connecting its ceremonieB and 
Diage* with those of the detested Catholic Chnrch, 
the Calrinista were more eager than other sects 
in searching after the traces of this crime, and, 
of Gonrse, unasnalljr sncoessful, as they might svp- 
pose,inmaking discoveries of guilt, andporsning 
it to the expiation of the ftgot. In a word, a prin- 
ciple already referred to by Dr Frmcis Hutchi- 
aoa, will be found to rnle the tide and the reflnx 
of SDch eases in the different churches. The niinL< 
bers of wiUihes, and their supposed dealings with 
Satan, will increase or decrease according as lach 
doings are accounted probable or impossible. 
Under the former supposition, charges and con- 
victions will be found fuigmented in % terrific de- 
groe. When the accueationa are disbelieved, and 
dismissed as not worthy of attenUon, the crime 
beoomes unfrequent, ceases to occupy the public 
mind, and afibrds little trouble to the judges. 

The passing of Elizabeth's statate against witch- 
craft in 1562, does not seem to have been intended 
to increase the number of trials, or cases of con- 
viction at least ; and the fact is, it did nmther the 
(me nor the other. Two children were tried in 
1574i for counterfeiting pesseesion, and stood in 
the pillory for impostma. Mildred Norringtoni 
ciUm the Maid u Westwell, furnished another 
instance of posseasiim ; bnt she also confessed hw 
imposture) Hid pnbUdydwwvd her fits and trieki 
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of mitnicry. The itroag inflaence already' p<M- 
iessed by tbe Poritans may probably be snffioient 
to account for the darker Issue of certain cases, 
in which both juries and judges, in Mizaheth'a 
time, must be admitted to have shown feaifal 
■everity. 

These cases of possession were in some respects 
sore snares to the priests of the Church of Rome, 
who, while they were too sagacious not to be 
■ware that the pretended fits, contortions, strange 
sounds, and other extravagances, produced as eri- 
dence of the Demon's influence on the possessed 

fenon, were nothing else than marks of impc»tnre 
Y Eome idle vagabond, were nevertheleas oft«i 
tempted to admit them as real, and take the cre- 
dit of curing them. Theperiod wasone wbenthe 
Cidholic Church had much occasion to rallyaronnd 
-her all the respect that remained to her in a schis- 
matic and hereticaJ kingdom ; and when her fathers 
and doctors announced the existence of such a 
dreadful disease, and of the power of the church's 
prayers, relics, and ceremonies, to cure it, it was 
difficult for a priest, supposing him more tender 
of the interest of his onler than that of truth, to 
avoid such a tempting opportunity as a supposed 
case of possession offerea, for displaying the high 
•^rilege in which his profession made him a par- 
tner, or to abstain from conniving at the impos- 
ture, in order to obtain for his church the cmdit 
of expelling tbe demon. It was hardly to hk won- 
dered at, if the ecclesiastic was sometimes indu- 
ced to aid the fraud of which such motives for- 
bade him to be tbe detector. At this he mi^t 
hesitate the lets, as he Was not obliged to tujopt 
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the snspected and d^radin^ conrge of holding an' 
immediKte coOi muni cation in limine with the im- 
postor, since a hint or two, dropped in the sup- 
posed safferer's presence, miglit give him the ne- 
cessary information what was the most exact mode 
of performing hia part, and if the patient was pos- 
sessed by a devil of any acutenesg or dexterity, 
he wanted no further inatraction how to {day it. 
Such combinations were sometimes detected, and 
brought more discredit on the Chorch of Rome 
than Was counterbalanced by any which might be 
more cunningly managed. On tbis ssbject, the 
reader may tnm to Dr Harsnett's celebrated book 
on Popish Impostures, wherein he gives the his- 
tory of several notorious cases of detected frand, 
in which Roman ecclesiastics had not hesitated 
to mingle themselves. That of Grace Sowerbatts, 
instructed by a Catholic priest to impeach her 
grandmother of witchcraft, was a very gross fraud. 
Such cases were not, however, limited to Xha 
ectjesiastics of Rome. We have already stated, 
that, as extremes usually approach each other, 
the Dissenters, in their violent opposition to the 
Papists, adopted some of their ideas respectingde* 
moniacs ; and, we have now to add, tbet they also 
dtumed, by the vehemence of prayer, and the au- 
thority of theirown sacred commission, that power 
of expelling devils, which the Church of Rome 
pretended to exercise by rites, ceremonies, and 
relics. The memurable case of Richard Dngdale, 
called the Surrey Impostor, was one of the most 
remarkable which the Dissenters brought forward. 
This youth was supposed to have sold his soul to 
the devil, on condition of being made the best dan- 
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'e«r in Luicuhiiv, wad dnrii^ bis fouamaa ^yed 
a Dumber of fantagtic tricks, not much dilferaDt 
fivn thoM exhibited by expert posture-masters of 
the present day. This pereoc threw himself into 
the nanda of the Diisentere, who, in their eager- 
neu, caught at an opportonity to relievo an afflict- 
ed penon, whose case the regular clergy appeared 
to hare neglected. Tbeyfixedaoommittee of their 
naiaber, who weekly attended the supposed suf- 
ferer, and exercised themselves in appomted daye 
of humiliation and fasting, during the course of ft 
whole year. All respect for the demon eeems to 
hKreabandonedthereTerendgentlemen, after they 
hod relieved guard in this manner for some litde 
time,andthey gotso regardless of Sataouto taunt 
him with themode in which heexeontedbis promise 
toteaehbisTassnl dancing. Thefollowingipecimen 
of raillery is worth commemoration : — " Whnt, 
Satan I is this the dancing that Richard gave binv 
self to thee for? &o. Canst thou dance no bet- 
ter ? &c. Ransack the old records of all past timet 
Uid places in thy memory : canst thou not there 
find out some better way of trampling p Pump 
thine invention dry i cannot the universal seed- 
plot of subtile wiles and stratagems spriog np one 
new method of cutting capers? Is this the top 
of skill and pride, to shuffle feet and brandish 
kaeee Uins, and to trip like a doe, and skip like 
asqnirrel? And wherein differ thy leapings from 
the boppings of a frog, or the bouncings of a goat, 
or friskinn of a dog, or gesticulations of a mon- 
key ? And cannot a palsy shake such a loose leg 
as that ? Dost thoa not tvirl like a calf that 
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hath the turn, snd twitch np thy boogtujnit like' 
t ipring^Milt tit ?"* One might almost coaMire 
the (ilenaoii re^jing to this raillery in the words 
of Dr Johnion, " This merriment of parsoai is 
extremely offeBsire." 

The dusenters were probably too honest, how- 
eror simple, to achiere a complete core on Dii|^ 
dale by an amicable imderstanding ; go, after 
tb«v year of rigil, they relinquished their taak 
by degrees. Dugchile, weary of his illness, which 
now attracted little notice, attended a regular 
physician, and was cored of that part of his dis- 
ease which was not ^ected, in a re^lar way, 
par ordimnanix du m&iecin. But the reverend 
gentlemen who had taken his case in bend stiU 
assumed the credit ofcuring him, and if anything 
eonld hare induced them to ling Te Oeum, it 
wonld hare been this occasion. They said that 
the effect of their public prayers had bsMi for a 
time snspended, until seconded by the continued 
earseatness of their prirate devotions 1 1 

Theministers of the Church of England, though, 
from education, intercourse with tbe world* and 
other advantages, they were less prone to pngn- 
dioe than those of other sects, are yet far from 
being entirely free of tbe charge of eneonraging 
in particular instanoes the witch supersthttm. 
Even while Dr Hutchison pleads that the Church 
a£ En^aad has the least to answer for in that 
matter, he is under tbe necessity of acknow- 
ledging, that some regulw coontry dergymen so 
far shared the rooted prejudiees of oaagrqpu 

■ Betdiinii n WLichcrsA, p. 16S. 
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tions, and of the goremment whicb eitablislied 
lawg against it, as to be active in the pergecntion 
of the angpected, and even in conntenancinr the 
inpentittonB aigBA by which in that period the 
Tu)g«r thought it posBible to aicertain the exist- 
ence of the afflictions by 'witchcraft, and obtain 
the knowledge of the perpetrator. A Bingnlar 
case is mentioned of three women, called die 
Witches of Warbois. Indeed, their ilory u ■ 
matter of solemn enongb record; for Sir Siunnel 
Cromwell.having received the sum of forty ponnde 
ulord of the manor, ont of the estate of the poor 
persons who suffered, turned it into a rent charge 
of forty shillings yearly, for the endowment of 
an annual lecture on the subject of witchcraft, to 
be preached by a doctor or bachelor of divinity of 
Queen's College, Cambridge. The accnsed, one 
Samuel and his wife, were old, and very poor pe^ 
aons, and their daughter, a young woman. The 
danghteT'Of a Mr Throgmorton, seeing the poor 
old womail in a black knitted cap, at a time when, 
she was not very well, took a whim that she had 
bewitched her, and was ever after exdaiminr 
against her. The other children of this fonoifid 
lunity caught ap the same cry, and the eldest of 
them at last got up a vastly pretty drama, in 
which she herself ramished all the scenes, and 
played all the parts. . 

Such imaginary scenes, or make-idieve stories, 
are the common amusement of lively children ; 
and most renders may remember having had some 
Utopia of their own. But the nursery drama of 
Miss Throgmorton had a horrible conclusion. 
This young la^y and her sisters were Kippowd 
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to be hannted by nine ipints, dispatched by the 
wicked Mother Samuel for that purpose. The 
sapient parents heard one part of the dialo^e, 
when the children in their fits returned answers, 
as was supposed, to the spirits who afflicted 
them; and when the patients from time to time 
reoOTered, they furnished the counterpart hy 
telling what the spirits had said to them. The 
names ofthe spirits were Pluck, Hardname, Catch, 
Blue, and three Smacks, who were consins. Mrs 
Joan Throgmorton, the eldest, (who, like other 
young women of Iier age, aboat fifteen, had soma 
disease on her nerves, and whose fancy ran appa- 
rently on lore and gallantry,)snpposed that one of 
the Smacks was her lover, did battle for her with 
the less friendly spirits, and promised to protect 
h«r against Mother Samuel herself; and the fol- 
lowing curious extract will show on what a footing 
of familiarity the damsel stood with her spiritDU 
gallant : " ' From whence come you, Mr &nack ?' 
says the afflicted young lady ; ' and what news do 
you bring?' Smack, nothing abashed, informed 
her be came ftx>m fighting with Pluck : the wea- 
pons, great cowl-stares, — the scene, a minons 
bakehoose id Dame Samuel's yard. ' And who 
got the mastery, I pray you p said the damsel. 
Smack answered, he had broken Pluck's head. 
' I would,' said the damsel, ' he- had broken your 
neck also.' — ■ Is that the thanks I am to have for 
my labour ?' said the disappointed Smack. ' Look 
yon for thanks at my hand?' said the distressed 
maiden. ' I would you were all hanged up against 
each other, with your dame for company, fur yon 
■r«-all naught.' " On this repulse, exit Smack, 
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and enter Plock, Blae, and Cfttcfa, the fint wiUi 
hia head broken, the other limping, and the third 
with his arm in a sling, all trophies of SniKck'a ric- 
tory. They disappeared, after haTing threatened 
Tengeanceupon theconqnenngSmack. Howerer, 
he soon afterwards appeared with his lanrels. He 
toldherof hisTarionsoanflicts. "' I wonder,' siud 
Mrsjoan, or Jane, 'thatyon areahletobeatthem; 
you are little, and they rery big.' — ' He cared not 
for that,' be replied ; ' he would heat the bett two 
of them, and big coming Smacks would beat the 
other two.' " This most piti&l mirth, for Mich it 
certainly is, was mixed with tragedy enough. MiH 
Throgmorton and her sisters ruled against Dame 
Samuel ; and when Mr Throgmorton brought her 
to his house by force, the little fiends longed to 
draw blood of ber, scratch her, and torture ber, as 
the witcb-creed of that period recommended ; yet 
the poor woman incurred deeper su^icton whoa 
she expressed n wish to leave a house where she 
was so coarsely treated, and lay under nich odieos 
suHiicions. 

It was in run that this unhappy creature endea- 
Toured to avert their resentment, by submitti^ 
to all the ill usage they chose to put npon her ; 
in rain that she nnderwent, unresistingly, the 
worst usage at the hand of Lady Cromwell, bar 
landlady, who, abusing ber with the worst epithets, 
tore ber cap from ber head, clipped out some of 
her hair, and gave it to Mrs Throgmarbm, to bnra 
it for a counter charm, Xay, Motber Samuel's 
complaisance in the latter case only led to ■ new 
charge. It happened that the Lady Cromwell, oh 
ber retom borne, dreamed of ber day's work, and 
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aqteotilly of the old dwne nd her cut ; asd ss ber 
I^d jiliip died in a year and gmarter from tlutrery 
day, it was Mffacioiuly concluded tkat she miut 
hareftdlem a victim to the witoheriea of the terrible 
Dame Sanuel. Mr Tlin^m<»lon bIm compiled 
the old woman and Itw daughter to nie exprec- 
Honi which |Nit tbeir livei in the power of thoe 
malignant ehildren, who had carried on the fiirce 
HO long that they could not well escape from tbeir 
own web of deceit bnt by the death of thew help- 
leas ereatarei : For ezainple, the priaoner, Dam« 
Samuel, waa indaced to say to the anppoied spirit, 
" As I am a witch, andaoanaer of Lady Cromwell's 
death, I charge thee to come out of the maid- 
en." The girl lay itJH ; and this was aaeoaiited 
a proof that the poor woman, who only, mb* 
dued lud crushed by terror and tyranny, did as 
she was bidden, was a witch. One is asbamed 
of an E»g:liih judge and jury, when it murt b« 
repeated) that the evideitce of these enthoiiaa- 
tic and giddy-pated girls was deemed rafficiest 
to the coDdemnatJon of three innoc^>t persoDb 
Goody Samuel, indeed, was at lei^h worried 
into 8' otrnFeesion of her guilt, by the raiious 
vexations which were practised on her. Bat 
bar husband and daughter continued to main' 
tun tbeir innocence. The last showed a high 
sprit, uid proud ralne for ber character. Sbe 
waa advised by some, who pitied her youth, to 
gain at least a respite. by pleading pregnaacv; to 
which she answered disdainfully, " No, I will not 
be both held witch and stmm^t I" The mother, 
to show her sanity of mind, and the real value of 
hsi confession, c«tght at the advice recommended 



taherdaDg;hter. As herysanpntracliapleftOiit 
of the questioD, there was a lang^ atnoiiR the Dn- 
feeling: andience, in which the poor old rictim 
joined Ibndly and lieartily. Some there were who 
tlioa^ht it no joking' matter, and were inclined to 
think they had a Joanna Sontbcote before theiOt 
and that the deril nrnat be the father. These uii< 
fortunate Samuels were condemned at Hnnting* 
don, before Mr Jastice Fenner, 4th April, 1S93. 
It was a singular case to be commemorated by an 
annual lecture, aa proridsd by Sir Samuel Crom- 
well ; for the purposes of Justice were dotot so 
perrerted, nor her sword torued to a more fla- 
grant murder. 

We may here mention, though mainly for the 
sake of contrast, the mudi-disputed case of Jane 
Weuhara, the witch of Wdkeme, as she was 
termed ; which was of a much later date. Some 
of the country cler^ were carried away by the 
tandflood of superstition in this instance also, and 
not only encouraged the chaise, but gave their 
countenance to some of the ridiculous and inde- 
cent tricks resorted to as proofs of witchcraft by 
the lowest vulgar. But the good sense of tha 
judge, seconded by that of other r^ecting and 
sensible persons, saved the country &om the ulti- 
mate disgrace attendant on too many of these un- 
hallowed trials. The usual sort of evidence was 
br6ught against this poor woman, by pretmces 
of bewitched persons vomiting fire ; a trick very 
easy to those who chose to exhibit snch a pieo9 
of jugglery, amongSt such as rather desire to be 
taken in by it, man to detect the impoatare. 
The witohfinder practised vpoa her the most 
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nigar and ridienlona tricks, or charms ; and oot 
of a perrertcd exammation, they drew wbat they 
called a confeBsion, thon^h of a forced and mn- 
tilated character. Under such proof the jary 
brought her in Guilty, and ehe was neceBsartly 
oondemned to die. More fortunate, however, than 
many persons placed in the like circumstances, 
Jane Wenham was tried before a eensihie and 
philosophic jud^, who conld not understand that 
the life ofanEkigliahwonian, however mean, should 
be taken away by a set of barbarous tricks and ex- 
periments, the efficacy of which depended on po-- 
finlar credulity. He repriered the witch before he 
eft the assize-town. The rest of the history is 
equally a contrast to some we have told, and others 
we shall have to recount. A humane and high- 
spirited gentleman, Colonel Plummer of Gilston, 
putting at defiance popular calumny, placed the 
poor old woman in asmall house near his own, and 
under his immediate protection. Here she lived 
and died, in honest and fair reputation, edifying 
her visitors by her accuracy and attention in re- 
peating her devotions ; and, removed from her bru- 
tal and malignant neighbours, never afterwards 
gave the slightest cause of suspicion or offence till 
her dying day. As this was one of the last cases 
of conviction in England, Dr Hutchison has been 
led to dilate upon it with some strength of elo- 
quence as well as argument. 

He thus expostulates with some of the bet- 
ter class that were eager for the prosecution : — 
" 1. What single fact of sorcery did this Jane 
Wenham do ? What charm did she use, or what 
act of witchcraft could you prove upon her? 



Laws we againn Avil acdona, that can Iw prove 
to be of the person's doing — What aingle &i 
tbat was wainat the statute conld yon &c upon 



her P I ask, 2. Did she so much as speak an 
imprndent word, or do an immoral action, that 
you could put into the narrative of her case? 
When she was denied a few turnips, she laid 
tbMn down rery submiasively — when she was 
called witch, and bitch, she only took the pr^fier 
means for the vindication of her good aaia»— 
when she saw this, storm coming upon her, she 
-lock'd herself in her own honse, and tried to keep 
herself ont of your cruel hands — When her door 
was broken open, and you gave way to that bar- 
barous usage that she met with, she protested 
her innocence, fell upon her knees, and begg'd 
she might not go to gaol, nod, in her ianoemt 
simplicity, woiud bare let yon swim her ; and at 
her tryal, she dedar'd herself a clear wonum. 
This was her behsrioor ; and what could any of 
us hare done better, excepting in that case wnero 
she comply'd with you too much, and offered to 
let yon swim her P 

" 3. When you used the meanest of paganish 
and popish supersti lions— when you scratch'd. 
uid mangled, and ran pins into her flesh, and 
used that ridicalous tryal of the bottle, &c^^ 
whom did yon consult — and from whom did yOD 
expect yonr answers? who was your father"— 
and into whose hands did you put yonrselres P 
and if the true sense of tne statute had been 
tnm'd upon you, which way would yon bare do- 
fended yourselves ? 4. Durst you have used her 
in this maimer if she had been rich j and doth not 
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ker poverty increue ratber than leaten yoor gaiit 
in what you did ? 

" And tJierefar«, instead of eloiing; yoor book 
with a tiberavitHtu atumas no^rat, and reflectiDgi 
npos the conrt, I auk yoo, 5. Whether you have 
not more reaaos to give God thanks that yon 
Bet with a wise judge, and a sensible sentleman, 
wbo k«pt yoa from iliedding innocent blood, and 
rarifing the meanest and crnelest of all supenti- 
tMoi amon^t ns ?" * 

Bat although indiridoals of the English chnrek 
might, on some occations, he justly scuued of iaU- 
ing iato lamentable errors on a aubjeet wkere error 
was so general, it was not ao usual point of their 
profeMional character ; and it must be admitted, 
that the most severe of the laws against witchcraft 
originated with a Scottish Kin^ of likigland, Mid 
that the only extensive persecution following that 
statute, ocearred during the time of the Civil 
Wan, when the Calvinists obtained, for a short 
period, a predominating inflnenoe in the councils 
of Pariiamenb 

James succeeded to Elisabeth amidst the higk- 
eu expectatioas on the part of his new people 
who, besides their reueral satisfaction at coming 
once aaore under toe mle of a king, were also 
preod of his sopposed abilities and real know- 
ledge of books and langnages, and were nata- 
. rally, though impmdentiy, disposed to gratify 
him by deferring to his judgment in matters 
wherein his studies were supposed to have ren- 
dered him a spe<ual proficient. Unfortunately, 

• Hal(^lMo<i EsMr on mtebcrsft, p. 166. 
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besides the more hannless freak of heconnitg i 
Prentice in the art of Poetry, by which words 
uid nnmbers were the only gofierers, the mo- 
narch had composed a deep work upon I)einon« 
ology, embracing, in their fullest extent, the most 
abeurd and g;roBS of the popular errorB on this, 
subject. He considered ois crown and life as 
habitually aimed at by the sworn slaves of So* 
tan. Several had been executed for an attempt 
to poison him by magical arts; and the turbu- 
lent liVancis Stewart, Earl of Bothwell, whose 
repeated attempts on his person had long beeif 
James's terror, bad begun his course of rebel- 
lion by a consnltstion with the weird sisters 
and BoothEayers, Thus the king, who had proved 
with his pen the supposed sorcerers to be the di- 
rect enemies of the Deity, and who conceived be 
knew them from experience to be his own, who, 
moreover, had, upon much lighter occasitms (as 
in the case of Vorstius,) showed no hesitation at 
throwing his royal authority into the scsle to aid 
his arguments, very naturally used his influence 
when it was at the highest, to extend and en- 
force the )aw8 agunst a crime which he both 
hated and feared. 

The English statute against witchcraft, passed 
in the very first year of that reign, is therefore 
of a most niecial nature, describing witchcraft by 
all the vanons modes and ceremonies in which, 
according to King James's fancy, that crime 
could be perpetrated ; each of which was decla- 
red felony, without benefit of clergy. 

This gave much wider scope to prosecution on 
the statute than had existed mider the milder 
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seta of ESkabeth. Men mi^ht now be puDiBhed 
for the practice of witchcraft, as itself a crime, 
withont necesiary referenoe to the ulterior ob- 
jects of the peipetrator. It is remarkable, that 
in the sanie year, when the legislature rather 
adopted the pasHioDs and fears of the king, than 
expressed their own, by this fatal enactment, the 
(JoiiTocBtion of the Church evinced a very differ- 
ent a[Mrit ; for, seeing the ridicule brought on 
their sacred profession by forward and presump* 
tnous men, in the attempt to reliere demoniacs 
&om a disease which was commonly occasioned 
by nataral oaneea, if not the mere creature of 
imposture, they passed a canon, establishing that 
no minister, or ministers, should in future at- 
tempt to expel any devU or devils, without the 
license of his bishop ; thereby virtually putting 
a stop to a fertile source of knavery among the 
peoi^e, and disgraceful folly among the interior 
chnrcbmen. 

The new statute of James does not, however, 
^ipear to have led at first to many prosecutions. 
One of the most remarkable was (proA pttder.'} 
mstigated by a gentleman, a scholar of classical 
taste, and a oeantifol poet, being no other than 
SUward Fairfax of Fayston, in Knaresborongh 
Forest, the translator of Tasso's " Jerosalem De- 
livered." In allusion to his credulity on snch 
subjects, Collins has introdnced the following, 
elegant lines : 

" How have I sate wliile piped the pensive Yvind, 

To hmr thy harp, hy British Fairfax Blrung ; 
PreTBillng poet, whose nndoubting mind 
< - Baliared the mafic wmden whleb he mug ! " 



lake Mr TliroKTiiortan in tke Wwfooti aaa, Mr 
Fairimx accuMcTiix of his neigfaboBra of tomtm^ 
ing hu efaUdren by fila of an extraordinBry land, 
by impa, and by appearing before tbe atticted in 
tbeir otni ibape during tbe criais of tbeao open> 
tions. Tbe admitting tbia laat dicunstamoe to 
be a legitimate mode of proof, gave a moat era^ 
adrantage against tbe aonuedi for it cotdd att, 
according to tbe ideas of die demonelog ia tii b* 
confated eren by tbe mmC diatinct alAL To « 
defence of tbat sort, it wna replied, tliat the afliet* 
ed person did not see tbe actual witeb, irboie cor* 
poreal presence must indeed liave been obrions to 
erery one in tbe room as well as to tbe afflicted, but 
tbat tbe evidence of tbe ufiierers relat«d to lbs 
ajipearance of their ^ipecfn^ or aMarition; ami tbia 
was accoonted a snre sign of guilt ia tlioae irfcoaa 
frnmu mre so manifeetod dnnng ikt fits of Ae 
afflicted, and wlio wwe complamed of and cried 
out upon by the victim. Tbe obTious tenden^ 
of tbn doctrine, ai to Tisionary or spectral en- 
dessee, as it was called, was to place the life mti 
ftme of the accused in tbe power of any by< 
pocbondriac patient or malignant impostor, wbo 
inigbt either seem to see, or arer ske saw, the 
^peB^ruM of tbe accused old man or old woman, 
as if enjoying and urging on the afflictions which 
she complained of; and, strange to tell, the fiUAl 
sentence was to rest not upon tbe trath of tbe 
witaessea' eyes, but that of their imaginatton. 
It happened fortunately for Fair&x'a memory, 
tbat the objects of bis prosecution were persona 
of good character, and tbat tbe j udge was a man 
of sense, and made lO vise and udlful a charge to 
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tjie jury, ib»t tbej broi^ht iu a verdict of Not 

TIm celebrated case of" the Lancuhire wit^ra." 
(wluMe name was, and will be, long r«metnberMlj 
fKrHy from Shadw^'a plar, but more from the 
ingvoioiia and well-mented coi^diment to tbe 
beanty of the females of that provinoe, which it 
WM beid to eontaia,) foUowed soon after, Whe- 
tibcr the first aotice of this aoreery sprang; tram . 
ike idle bead of a miachierona boy, is uncertain ; 
bnt tbere is no donbt tbat it waa speedily caught 
op and fostered for the purpose of ^ain. The 
orinoal story nui thui : 

These Lanosster trials were at two periods, 
Aa one ia 1613, before Sir James Altham aaA 
Sir JBdward Bromley, Barons of Gxriieqner, 
when nineteen witches were tried at onceat Iian* 
eaalier, and another of the name of Preston, at 
Ywk. The report against the«6 people is drawn 
np by TboBMS Potta. An obliging correapond- 
eat sent me a right of a copy of this carious and 
rare book. The chief personage in the drama ia 
EUsiUielh Sontham, a witch redoubted mider 
the name of Oembdike, an account of whwu may 
be seen in Mr Aoby's Antiquities of Lancaster, 
aa well aa a description of Manikins' Tower, tite 
nitehes' place of meeting. It appears that thia 
remote county was full of Popish recuaants, tra- 
relUng priests, and so forth ; and some of their 
•pells are giren, in which tbe holy namea and 
things alluded to form a strange contrast with tb» 
purpose to which they were api^ied, aa to teenre 
a good brewing of ^e or tbe like. The poblic 
imputed to the icoHed parties a long train ai 
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I, conspin 
damnable 

BionB," and, to speak tlie tratb, visible nowbere 
else. Mother Dembdike bad the good luck to die 
before conriction. Among other tatea, we have 
one of two female devlla, called Fancy and Tib. 
It it remarkable (bat some of the anfortnnate 
, women endearonred to tnuuftr the guilt from 
tbemselreB to others with whom theyhad old qnar* 
reli) which confessioni were held good eridenee 
ag^nat those who made them, and agaiuBt ike 
ajleged accomplice also. Several of the nnhappy 
women were found Not Guilty, to the great dia- 
pleaaure of the ignorant people of the county. 
Such WBB the first edition of the Lancashire 
witches. In that which follows, the aecnsation 
can be more clearly traced to the most villainoas 
conspiracy. 

About 1634, a fooy called Edmund RobinsoD, 
whose father, a very poor man, dwelt in Pendle 
Forest, the scene of the alleged witching, decla- 
red, that while gathering buUea (wild plums, 
perhaps) in one of the glades of the forest, he 
saw two greyhounds, which he imagiaed to be- 
long to genUemen in that neighbourhood. Th« 
boy reported that, seeing nobody Following them, 
he proposed to have a course ; but though a hare 
was started, tiie dogs refused to run. On this, 
young Robinson was ahout to punish them with a 
switcn, when one Dame Dickenson, a neighboar'a 
wife, started up instead of the one greyhound ; & 
little boy instead of tbe other. The witness aver- 
red, that Mothn Dickenson offered him money to 
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chnoeU whkt he had eeen, which be refused, saying 
« Nay, thou art a witch." Apparently, she wiw 
determined he should have full evtdeDce of the 
tnith f)f what he Bud, for, lihe the Magician Qneea 
ki the Arabian Tales, she pulled out of her pocket 
a bridle, and shook it over the head of the hoy 
who had so lately represented the other grey- 
lumnd. He was directly changed into a horse; 
Mother Dickenson mounted, and took Robinson 
before her. They then rode to ■ targe house, or 
bom, called Hourstoun, into which EMmnnd Ro- 
binson entered with others. He there saw six or 
seven persons pulling at halters, from which, as 
they pulled them, meat ready dressed came flying 
in qaantities, together with lamps of butter, por- 
ringers of milk, and whatever else might, in the 
boy's iancy, complete a rastic feast. He declared, 
thvt while engt^ed in the charm, they made such 
ugly faces, and looked so fiendish, that he was 
frightened. Here was more to the same pur- 
pose — as the boy's having seen one of these bags 
sitting halfway up hts father's chimney, and some 
sack goodly matter. But it ended in sear a score 
of persons being committed to prison ; and the con- 
seqnence vna, that young Rohinson was carried 
fromchurch to church in the neighbourhood, that 
he might recognise the faces of any persons he 
bad seen at the rendezvous of witches. Old Ro- 
binson, who had been an evidence against the for- 
mer witches in 1613, went along with his son, and 
knew, doubtless, how to make his journey profit- 
able ; and his son probably took care to recognise 
none who might make a handsome consideration. 
" This boy," aays Webster, « was brought into 
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die chtirdi at Kildwidc, a pariih chorch, wliere I, 
Mag tben curate there, was preaching at die time, 
to look about him, which made some little dia- 
toriHtDce for the time." After pnyerg, Mr Web- 
•t«r aonght and found the boy, and two Tery^ nn> 
likely peraona, who, iaya he, " cUd conduct him tad 
manage the businen ; I did desire some diaoonrae 
wiUi the boy in private, but that they utterly de- 
■ied. In the presence of a great many people, I 
took the boy near me, and taid, ' Good boy, tell 
me truly, and in earnest, didst thou hear and see 
Mch atrauEe things of the motiom of the witchea, 
a» many do report that thou didst relate, or did 
not some person teach thee to lay such things of 
tkyaelfp' But the twomendid pluck the boy Itoib 
me, mad aaid he had been examined by two able 
joaticea of peace, and iJiey nerer asked him inch a 
qseatieB. To whom I replied, ' The peraoiu ae- 
onaed had the more wrong.'" llie boy afterwarda 
aeknoiriedged, ia his mora advanced yean, that 
be waa instructed and suborned to swear theas 
diiage against the accused persons, by hia foth^ 
and others, and was heard often to confess, that on 
the day which be pretended to see the said witchea 
at the honse, or bam, he was gatliering plums 
in a noghbour's orchard.* 

There was now approaching a time, when the 
law against witchcraft, suffidentiy bloody ia it- 
adf, was to be pushed to more violent extrmni- 
titm than the quiet scepticism of the Ghurdi oi 
England clergy gave way to. The great Ciril 
War had been preceded and antidpaled by die 

• WdMcr « WhchimA, tUtlom 1677, f. £78. 
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fierce dtapntea of the ecdeiiutical parties. The 
roah and ill-judged attempt to enforce npon the 
Scottish a compluuice with the ^remment and 
eeremonies of the High Church diTinea, and the 
MTore prosecutitms in the Star Chamb« and Pre- 
legative Courtis, had giveii the Pretbyterian tya- 
tem for a aeaton a great degree of popularity 
in England ; and as the king's party declined da< 
ring the Civil War, and the state of cbarch-goreni* 
meat was altered, the influence of the Calrinicti* 
cal divines increased. With mnch strict morality 
and pure practice of religion, it is to be regretted 
these were still marked by unhesitating belief 
in ^e existence of sorcery, and a k^en desire to 
axt^id and enforce the legal penalties against it. 
Wier has considered the clergy of every sect M 
being too eager in this species of persecution : ./U 
graoem htmo impitiatem, eonitivent theolo^ pUriqvt 
anmet. Butit is not to be denied that the Presby- 
terian ecclesiastics, who, in Scotland, were often 
apfiointed by the Piiry Councal commissioBert 
&r the trial of witchcraft, evinced a very extoft- 
ordinary degree of credulity in such cases, and that 
the temporary superiority of the same sect in 'Eag- 
landwBsmarked by enormous cruelties of this kind. 
To this general error we must impute tfae misfor- 
tune, tiiat good men, such as Calamy and Baxter, 
should hare countenanced or defended sn^ pro- 
ceedings as those of the impudent and cruel wretch 
called Matthew Hopkins, who, in those unsettled 
times, when men did what seemed good in their 
own eyes, assumed the title of Witchfinder Ge- 
neral, and travelling through the counties of 
Essex, Sussex, NOTfblk, and Huntingdon, pre- 
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tended to diflcorer witches, niperiDteiiding their 
examination by the most nnheard-of torture^ 
and compelling forlorn and miserable wretches 
to admit and confeae matters equally absurd and 
imponible ; the issue of which was the forfeitore 
of their liTes. Before esamining; these ease* 
more minntely, I will qnote Baxter's own wonik ; 
for no one can hare less deeire to wrong a deront 
and conscientiona man, snch as that divine most 
nnqnestionabty was, though home aside on thia 
occasion by prejudice and credulity- 

" The hanging of a great number of witcbei 
in 1S45 and 1646 ia iiamonaly known, Mr Ca- 
lamy went along with the judges on the circuit) 
to hear th^ confessions, and see there was no 
fraud or wrong done them. I spoke with many 
understanding, pious, learned, and credible per- 
•ons, that lirea in the counties, and some that 
went to them in the prisons, end heard their sad 
contessiwiB. Among the rest, an old readinff 
panon, named Lonis, not far from Framlinghani, 
was one that was hanged, who confessed that he 
had two imps, and that one of them was always 
putting him upon doing mischief; and he being 
near the sea, as he saw a ship nnder sail, it 
moved him to send it to sink the ship ; and he 
consented, and saw the ship sink before them." 
Mr Baxter passes on to another story of a mo* 
ther, who gave her child an imp like a mole, 
and told her to keep it in a can near the fire, 
and she would nerer want ; and more such stuff 
aa nursery maids tell Iroward children to keep 
tfaem quiet. 

It ia remarkable that, in this passage, Baxter 
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namea the Witchfinder General rather sli^tly, 
as " one Hopkins," and witbout doing him the jns' 
tice due to one who had discovered more tlian 
one hnndred witches, and brought them to coti- 
fewions which that good man received as indubi- 
table. Perhaps the learned divine was one of 
those who believed that the Witchfinder General 
had cheated the devil oat of a certMU mwnoran- 
dttm-book, in which Satan, for the benefit of his 
memory certainly, had entered all the witches' 
names in England, and that Hopkins availed him- 
self of this record.* 

It may be noticed, that times of misrule and rio' 
lence seem to create individonls fitted to take ad- 
vantage &om them, and having a character suited 
to the seasons which raise them into notice and 
action :jnet as a blight on any tree or vegetable, 
calls to life a pecaliar insect to feed upon and 
enjoy the decay which it has produced. A mon- 
ster like Hopkins 'could only have existed du- 
ring the confusion of civil dissension. He was, 
perhsps, an&tiveof Manmngtree,in]iiSBex; at any 
rate, he resided there in the year 1644^ when an 

giidemio ontery of witchcraft arose in tJiat town, 
pon this occasion he bad made himself busy, 

* This TcpToach is noticed In avery rare tnujt, vIuiA 
mu beoght at Mr Lort'a sale,. by the celebrated coUeotor 
Hr Bindley, and ii now in tbe autbor'a poaeemiun. It* 
full title is, " The DiscoTery of Witehes, in Auawer to 
uererttl Queries lately delivered lo the Judge of Assize for 
tbe Couuty of Norfolk ; &Dd now published by Muiheir' 
Hopkins, WitchSnder, for the Benefit of the Trhots King- 
dom. Printed for R. RoyMon, at the Angel, in Iim 
Lone. X647." 
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and affectiDg more seal and knowledge tbanoAsr 
mat, learned his trade of a witcbfindOT, aa be 
^tendg, from experiment. He was afterwards 
permitted to perform it aa a legal professuHi, and 
moved from one plaee to another, with an assist- 
ant named Sterne, and a female. In his defence 
against an accnsation of fleecing the country, be 
declares his r^nlar charge was twenty shillii^ a- 
town, including charges of living, and journeying 
thitberand back agtun with his assistants. He also 
affirms, that be went nowhere unless called and 
iuTited. His principal mode of discovery was, to 
strip the accused persons naked, and thrast pins 
into various parts of their body, to discover the 
witch's mark, which was supposed to he inflicted 
by the devil, as a sign of his sovereignty, and at 
which she was also sud to suckle her imps. He 
also practised and stoutly defended the trial by 
swimming, when the suspected person was wi^t 
in a sheet, having the great toes and thumbs tied 
b^^ether, and so dragged through a pond or river. 
If she sank, it was received in favour of the ao- 
csised ; but if the body floated, (which must have 
occurred ten times for once, if it was placed wiUi 
care on the surface of the water,) the accused was 
condemned, on the principle of King James, who, 
in treating of this mode of trial, lays down,, that 
ae witches hare renounced their baptism, so it la 
jnst that the element through which the holy rite 
is enforced, should reject them ; which is a figure 
of speech, and no argument. It was Hopkins's 
custom to keep the poorwretches waking, in order 
to prevent them from having encouragement from 
the devil, and, doubtless, to put infinn, terrified* 
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overvstched persons in the next state to absolate 
madness ; wlUQ, for the same purpose, they were 
draped abont by their keepers, till extreme 
weariness, and the paio of blistered feet, might 
finm additional indocementB to confession. Hop* 
kins GOnfesses these Inst practices of heeping the 
Kccosed persons wahing, and Torcing them to walk, 
for the same purpose, had been originally used by 
him. But as his tract is a professed answer to 
ehai^ea of cruelty and oppression, he affirms that 
bodi practices were then disused, and that they 
had not of late been resorted to. 

The boast of the English nation is a manly in- 
dependence and common sense, which will not 
long permit the license of tyranny or oppression 
on tbe meanest and most obscure safferers. Many 
clergymen and gentlemen made head against the 
practices of this cruel oppressor of the defenceless, 
and it required eonrage to do so, when such an 
vnscmpnlous villain had so much interest. 

Mr Gaul, a clergyman of Hoaghton in Hun- 
tingdonshire, had the courage to appear in print 
on the weaker side; and Hopkins, in conse- 

?[aence, assumed the assurance to write to some 
imctionaries of the place the following letter, 
whidt is an admirable medley of impudence, bul- 
lying, and cowardice : — 

" My service to your worship presented.— I 
liaTe this day received a letter to come to a town 
called Great Houghton, to search lor evil dispo- 
sed persons called witches, (tliough I bear y«ur . 
minuter is far against us, through ignorance.) I 
intend to come, God willing, the sooner to hear 
his singular judgment in the behalf of such parties. 



858 LETTKRS ON 

I liave known a minister in Baffalk, aa mucli 
agtUDSt this discoTery in a pulpit, and foroed'to 
recant it by the Committee,* in the same place. 
I much marrel ench evil men ahould have any 
(mnch more any of the oler^, who should daily 
apeak terror to couTince snch offenderi) itand up 
to take their partB against such as are complain- 
anta for the king, and safferere tbemaelvea, with 
their families and estates. I intend to gire your 
town a visit suddenly. I will come to Kimbol- 
toD this week, and it will be ten to one bnt I 
will come to yoor town first ; but I would cer- 
tainly know before, whether your town affords 
many sticklers for such cattle, or is willing to 
give and allow us good welcome and entertain- 
ment, as others where I have been, else I shall 
waive your sbire, (not as yet beginning in any 
part of it myself,) and betake me to such plaoes 
where I do and may punish (not only) without 
control, hut with thuiks and recompense. So I 
humbly take p)y leave, and rest your servant to 
be commanded, 

" Matthkw Hopkdjs." 

The sensible and courageous Mr Gaul de- 
(cribes the tortures employed by this fellow aa 
equal to any practised in the Inquisition. " Ha- 
ving taken the suspected wit«h, she is placed in 
the middle of a room, upon a stool, or tablet 
cross-legged, or in soiae other uneasy posture, to. 
- which, if she submits not, she is then bound witb 
:: curds; there she is watched, and kept without 

' or PBrliaintnt. 
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meat or sleep for fonr-and-twenty honrB, for tkejr 
say, they shdl witbin that time see faer imp come 
and BDuk. A little hole is likewise made in the 
door for the imps to come in at ; and lest they 
should come io some lees discemible shape, they 
that vratch are taught to be ever and anon sweep- 
ing the room, and if they see any spiders or flies 
to kill them, and if they cannot kill them, they 
may be snre they are their imps." 

If torture of this kind was applied to the Re- 
rerend Mr Lewis, whose death is too slightly 
annonncad by Mr Baxter, ve can conceire him, or 
any man, t« nave indeed become so weary of his 
life H to acknowledge, that, by means of his imps, 
he sunk a vessel, without any purpose of g^tifi- 
oation to be procured to himself by such iniquity. 
Bat in another caaae, a judge would hare de- 
manded some proof of the corpus ddicti, Mtae 
eridence of avessAI being lost at the period, whence 
cominr and whither boond; in short, .eometiiing 
to establish that the whole story ^as not the idle 
ima^nation of a man who might have been eiw 
ttrely deranged, and certainly wag so at the time 
he made the admission. John Lewis was present* 
ed to the ricarage of Brandiston, near Framling- 
ton, in Suffolk, 6th May, 1596, where he lived 
about fifty years, till executed as a wizard, on 
each evidencfi as we have seen. Notwithatand- 
iiw the story of his alleged confession, he defend- 
ed himsdf conrageonely at his trial, and was pro- 
bably condemnea rather as a royalist and malig-! 
pan^ tiian for any other cause. He showed at 
the execution considerable energy, and to secure 
that the funeral service of the church shonldbe 



Mid orer his body, he read it slond for himself 
w^ile on the road to the ^bbet. 

We have seen that, in 1647, Hopkins's tone 
became lowered, and he began to disavow some 
of the cmelties he had formerly practised. About 
the same time, a miserable old woman bad fallen 
into the cruel handsof this miscreant near HoxnOf 
a village in Suffolk, and tiad confessed all the nsaal 
enormities, after being without food or rest a suf- 
ficienttime. Her imp, she said, was called Nttn. A 
gendemanin the neighbonrhood, whose widow SDr* 
TiTed to anthenticate the story, wbs bo indignant, 
that he went to the house, took the woman out 
of such inhuman hands, dismissed the witchfind- 
ers, and after dne food and rest, the poor old wo- 
man could recollect nothing of the confession, bat 
that she gave a favourite pullet the name of Nan. 
For this Dr Hutchison may be referred to, who 
quotes a letter from the relict of the hamane 
gentlemui. 

In the year 1645, a commission of Parliament 
was sent down, comprehending two clei^ymeu hr 
esteem with the leading party, one of wdodi, Afr 
Fairclough of Kellar, preached before the reit on 
the sabject of witchcraft ; and after this «ppear> 
asce of enquiry, the inquisitions and execntioiil 
went on as before. But the popular indignation 
wsa BO strongly excited against Hopkins, that 
some gentlemen seized on him, and put him to bis 
own favonrite experiment of swimming, on whi<^, 
as he happened to float, he stood convicted of 
witchcraft, and so the country was rid of him. 
Whether he was drowned outright or not, doe* 
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Bot exactly appear, but be bag had the bononr to 
be commemorated by tbe author of Uudibraa i— 

** Hatb not tbia preoent piu'Inmeot 

A Uiger to the deril unt, 

FuUf empower'd to mat thout 

finding revolted n^ilcbes out? 

And bag be not within a year 

Bang'd thre«score of them In one Bhire ? 

Some onljr fbr not being drown'd, 

And aome for sitting alravs ground 

AVbide iAja and uighia upon their breechM, 

And feeling pain, werebang'd for witches. 

And aonie for putting knavish tricks 

Upon green geeae or turkey chicks ; 

Or pigs that suddenly deceased 

Of griefs unnatural, at he guoa'd, 

Wiio proved himadf at length ■ wltefa. 

And nude a rod for hii ottu lir«ecb."* 

Tbe nnderatanding; reader will easily conceire* 
tbatthiialterationof thecurrent in favour of tboge 
wbo diutpprored of witch-prDseeutioiiB,mugt bare 
rece)?ed encoursgement from gome quarter of 
weigbt and influence ; yet it may sound gtrangely 
enou^b, tbat tbis spirit of lenity slionld have been 
tbe reinlt of the peculiar principles of those sect' 
ariana of all denominntions, classed in general as 
Independents, who, though they bad originally 
ounrted the Presbyteriaus as the more unmerons 
and prevailing party, had at length shaken tbem< 
selves loose of that connexion, and finally com- 
bated with and overcome them. Tbe Inde- 
pendents were digtingnisbed by the wildest U- 

• Hudibru, part 11. canto 3. 
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cense in their religions tenets, mixed with much 
that wBs nonsensical and mystical. They dis- 
owned eren the title of a regidar clergy, and al- 
lowed tbe preaching of any one who conld draw 
together a congregation that would support him, 
or who was willing, without recompense, to mi- 
nisler to the spiritual necessities of his bearers. 
Although snch laxity of discipline afforded scope 
to the wildest enthusiasm, and room for all possible 
varieties of doctrine, it had, on the other hand, this 
inestimable recommendation, that it contributed 
to a degree of general toleration which was at that 
IJme unknown to any other Christian establish- 
ment. The very genius of a religion which ad- 
mitted of the subdirision of sects ad injinitam, 
excluded a legal prosecution of any one of these 
for heresy or apostasy. If there had even existed 
a sect of Manichfeans, who made it their prac- 
tice to adore the Eril I'rinciple, it may be doubt- 
ed whether the other sectaries would have ac- 
o<Hinted them abscdnte outcasts from the pale of 
the church ; and, fortunately, the same senti- 
ment induced them to ^gard with horror the 
prosecutions against witchcraft. Thus the Inde- 
pendents, when under CromweU they attuned a 
supremacy over the Presbyterians, who to a cer- 
tain point had been their allies, were disposed 
to eounteract the violence of snch proceedings 
under pretence of witchcraft, as had been driven 
forward by the wretched Hopkins, in Essex, Nor- 
folk, and Suffolk, for three or four years prevtons 
to.l647. 

The return of Charles II. to hie crown and 
kingdom, served in some measure toTestrain the 
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general and wholesale manner in which the laws 
against witchcraft had heen adminigtered during 
the warmth of the Ciyil War. The statute of the 
1st of King James, DererthelesB, yet subsisted ; 
nor is it in the least likely, considering the cha- 
raster of the prince, that he, to save the lives of a 
few old men or women, would have mn the risk 
of incnrrin^ the odinm of encouraging or sparing 
a crime still held in horror by a. great part of his 
subjects. The statate, however, was generaUy 
administered by wise and skilful judges, and the 
accused had such a chance of escape as the rigour 
of the absurd law permitted. 

Nonsense, it is too obvions, remaned in some 
cases predominant. In the year 1663, an old dame 
named Julian Coxe, was convicted chiefly on the 
evidence of a huntsman, who declared on his oath, 
that he laid his greyhonnds on a hare, and, coming 
1^ to the spot where he saw them mouth her, 
there he found, on the other side of a bush, Jn- 
lian Coxe lying panting and breathless, in such a 
manner as to convince him that she had been the 
creature which afforded him the course. The un- 
happy woman was executed on this evidence. 

Two years afterwards A661), it is with regret 
we must quote the veneranle and devout Sir Mat- 
thew Hales, as presiding at a trial, in consequence 
of which Amy Dunny and Rose Callender were 
hanged at Saint Kdmondshury. But no man, 
unless very peculiarly circumstanced, can extri- 
cate himself from the prejudices of his nation and 
age. The evidence against the accused was laid, 
1st, on the effect of spells used by ignorant per- 
sons to counteract the supposed witchcraft; the 
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Hte of wbich was, under the statQte of JamM I^ u 
criminal as tlie act uf sorcery whicii euch connter- 
charms were meant to neutralize. Sdly, Tbe two 
old women, refused even the privilege of pnrcha> 
sing' some herringa, having' expresied themselves 
with angry impatience, a child of the herring. 
merchant fell ill in consequenco. 3dly, A cttrt 
was driven against the miserable cottage of Amy- 
Dnnny. She scolded, of course ; and shortly after 
the cart — (what a good driver will scarce com- 
prehend) — stnck fast in a gate, where its wheels 
tOQched neither of the posts, and yet was moved 
easily forward on one of the posts (by whicb it wa« 
net impeded) being cnt down. 4thfy, One of the 
afflicted girls being closely muffled, went gnddenlf 
into a fit upon being touched by one of the sup- 
posed witches. But, upon another trial, it wai 
found that the person so blindfolded fell into the 
same rage at the toach of an unsaspected persoB. 
What perhaps sealed the fate of the accused, was 
the evidence of thecelebrated Sir Thomas Browne^ 
" that the fits were natural, hut heightened bj 
the power of tbe devil co-operating with the ma- 
lice of witches;" — a strange opinion, certainly, 
from the author of a treatise on Vulgar Errors I* 
But the torch of science was now fairly lighted, 
and gleamed in more than one kingdom of tbe 
world, shooting its rays on every side, and catch- 
ing at all means which were calculated to increase 
the illumination. The Royai Society, wbich bad 
taken its rise at Oxford, from a private assoaation, 
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wfco met in Dr Wilkin's chambers about the year 
1652, was, the year after the Restoration, incor- 
porated by To^al charter, and began to publish 
their Transactions, and give a new and more nt* 
tioaal character to the pursnitg of philosophy. 

' In Frtuice, where the mere wilt of the govem- 
meDt could accomplish greater changes, the conse> 
qoenceuf an enlarged spirit of scientific discorery 
was, that a decisive stop was put to the witch-pro- 
secutions, which had heretofore beenascommonin 
that kingdom as in England. About the year 1672, 
there was a general arrest of very many shep- 
herds, and others, in Norraaudy, and the Parlia- 
ment of Rouen prepared to proceed in the inves' 
tigatien with the usual sererity. But an order, 
or arrSl, from the king, (Louis XIV,) with advice 
of his council, commanding all these unfortunate 
persons to be set at liberty and protected, had 
the moat salutary effects all over the kingdom. 
The French Academy of Sciences was aho found* 
ed ; and, in imitation, a society of learned Ger> 
mans established a similar institution at Leipsic. 
Prejudices, however old, were overawed and con> 
trolled — much was accounted for on natnral prin- 
ciples tiiathod hitherto been imputed to spintnal 
agency— every thing seemed to promise, that far- 
ther access to the secrets of nature might he 
opened to those who should prosecute their 
studies experimentally and by analysis — and the 
mass of ancient opinions which overwhelmed the 
dark subject of which we treat, began to be de- 
rided and rejected by men of sense and education. 

In many cases the prey was now snatched from 
the spoiler. A pragmatical justice of peace in 
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Somersetshire, commenced a coarse of enquiry 
after offenders a|^inst the statute of James I^ 
and bad he been allowed to proceed, Mr Hunt 
mig-ht have ^ined a name as renowned for witch- 
finding as tbat of Mr Hopkins ; but his researches 
were stopped from higher authority — the lives 
of the poor people arrested (twelve in number) 
were saved, and the country remained at quiet, 
tfaongh the supposed witches were suffered to live. 
The examinations attest some curions particu- 
lars, which may be fannd in Saddueumus Trimn- 
phtxtua: For, amang the usual string of froward, 
iancifiil, or, as they were called, afflicted children, 
brought forward to club their startings, staruigs. 
Mid screamings, there appeared also certain re- 
markable confessions of tfie accused, from which 
we learn that the Somerset Satan enlisted his 
witohes, like a wily recruiting sei^ant, with one 
shilling in hand, and twelve in promises; that 
when the party of weird-sisters passed to the 
witch-meetmg, they used the magic words, Tkout, 
tmU, ikrotigkmt and ahoat; and that when they 
departed, they exclumed, Jtenium, Tormatlxtm f 
We are further informed, that his Infernal High- 
ness, on his departure, leaves a smell, and that 
(in nursery-maid's phrase) not a pretty one, be- 
hind bim. Concerning this iiict we have a ca- 
rious exposition by Mr Glanville : " This," accord- 
ing to thatrespectableauthority, "seems to imply 
die reality of the business, those ascilitious parti- 
des which he held together in his sensible shape 
being loosened at his vanishing, and so offending 
the nostrils by their floating and diffusing them- 
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ielves in the open air."* How much are we 
bound to regret, that Mr Justice Hunt's discovery 
" of this hellish kind of witches," in itself so clear 
and plain, and containing such raluafole informa- 
tion, slionld have been smothered by meeting with 
opposition and discouragement from some then 
in anthority I 

Lord- Keeper Guilford wae slso a stifler of the 
proceeding! against witches. Indeed, we may 
generally remark, during the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, that where the judges were 
men of education and courage, sharing in the in- 
formation of the times, they were careful to check 
the precipitate ignorance snd prejudice of the 
juries, by giving them a more precise idea of the 
mdifferent value of oonfesrions by the accused 
themselves, and of testimony derived &om the 
pretended visions of those supposed to be be- 
witched. Where, on the contrary, judges shared 
with the vulgar in their ideas of such fasdnation, 
or were contented to leave the evidence with the 
jury, fearful to withstand the general cry too 
common on such occasions, a verdict of builty 
often followed. 

We are informed by Roger North, that a case 
of this kind happened at the assises in ExetAr, 
where his brother, the Lord Chief- Justice, did 
not interfere with the crown trials, and the other 
judge left for execution a poor old woman, con- 
demned, as usual, on her own confession, and on 
the testimony of a neighbour, who deponed that he 
■aw a cat jump into ibe accused person's cottage 

• GlanrillVi Collectlen of ReUtioDt. 
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vindoir at twili^t, one evening, anil that he verily 
believed the said cat to be the devil ; on which pre- 
cious testiiaony the poor wretch tvaa accordingly 
hanged. On another occasion, about the fame 
time, the passions of the great and little vulgar 
were «o taoch excited by the acquittal o£ an a^ed 
villagedamewhom the judge bad taken some pains 
to rescue, that Sir John Long, a man of rank 
and fortune, came to the judge in the greatest 

rplexity, i-equeating that the bag might not 
permitted to return to ber miserable cottage 
on his estates, since all his tenants had, in that 
case, threatened to leave him. In compassion to» 
gentleman who apprehended ruin from a cause so 
whimsical, the dangerous old woman was appoint- 
ed to be kept by tne town where she was acqmt- 
ted, at the rate of half-a-crown a-week paid by 
the parish to which she belonged. But, behold [ 
in the period betwixt the two assizes, Sir John 
Long and his farmers had mustered couraga 
enough to petition that this witch should be sent 
back to them in all her terrors, because they could 
8upportheramongtbematBsfaillinga'Weekcheap< 
er than they were obliged to pay to the town for 
her maintenance. In a sabsequent trial before 
Lord Chief-Justice North himself, that judge de- 
tected one of those practices which, it is to be- 
feared, were too common at tbe time, when wit- 
nesBes fo&nd their advantage in feigning them- 
selves bewitched. A woman, supposed to be the 
victim of the male sorcerer at the har, vomited pini 
in qsantities, and those straight, differing from the 
crooked pins usually produced at snch times, and 
less easily concealed in the mouth. The judge, 
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ItOweTor, digcoTered,bycro8S-exiuninitigftcaiidid 
witaeBs, that in counterfeiting her £tB of convali 
Bion, the woman sunk lier head on her breast, bo 
as to take up with her lips the pins vrhich she had 
placed ready in her stomacher. The man was ac- 
quitted, of course. A frightful old hag who waa 
prsient, distinguisbed herself so much by her 
Donedictions on the judge, that be asked the 
eaose of the peculiar interest which she took in 
the acquittal. " Twenty years ago," said the 
poor woman, " tbey woiud hare hanged me for 
a witch, but could not; and now, but for your 
lordship, they would hare murdered my innocent 

BOH."* 

Sncli scenea happened frequently on the aBsieei, 
while country gentlemen, like the excellent Sir 
R(wer de Curerley, retained a prirato share 
in uie terror with which their tenants, serranta, 
and retuners, r^^rded some old Moll Wbite, 
who put the hounds at fault, and raraged the 
fields with haQ and hurricanes. Sir John Keres- 
by, after an account of a poor woman tried for 
a witch at York, in 1686, and acquitted, as 
he thought, rery properly, proceeds to tell ut, 
that, notwithstanding, the sentinel upon the jail 
wbere she was confined, arowed, " that he saw 
a scroll of paper creep ^om under the prison- 
door, and then change itself first into a mon- 
key, and then into a tnrkey, which the under 
keeper confirmed. This," says Sir John, " I 
hare heard from the month of both, and now 
leare it to be believed, or disbelieved, as the 

■ Roger Nortk'« Life of Livd-E«>pwCaUftird. 
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reader may l>e iuclmed."* We may see that 
Rereaby, a slatesniBn and a Boldier, had not aa yet 
" plucked the old woman out of kU Jieart." Even 
Addiion himself rentnred no farther in his incre- 
dulity respecting this crime, than to contend, that 
although vitchcraft might, and did exist, there was 
no soch thing as a modem instance competently 
proved. « 

As late as 1682, three unhappy women, named 
Susan Edwards, Mary Trembles, and Temperance 
Lloyd, were banged at Exeter for witchcraft, and, 
as usual, on their own confession. This is beliered 
to he the last execntion of the kind in England^ 
uuderform of judicial sentence. But the ancient 
snperstition, so interesting to vulgar credulity, 
like sediment clearing itself from water, nmk 
down in a deeper shade upon the ignorant and 
lowest classes of society, in proportion as de high- 
er regions were purified from its influence. Thfl 
populace, including the ignorant of every class, 
were mure enraged agunst witches, when their 
passions were once excited, in proportion to the 
lenity exercised towards the objects of their 
indignation, by those who administered tbe laws. 
Several cases occurred in which the mob, im- 
pressed with a conviction of the guilt of Bome 
destitute old creatures, took tbe law into their 
own hands, and, proceeding upon sncb evidence 
as Hopkins woald have baa recourse to, at onoe, 
in their own apprehension, ascertuned their cri- 
minality, and administered tbe deserved pnoiah- 
ment. 

■ McBKdra of Sir Jobn BcrMb)', p. S37. . 



DKMONOLOOY AND VITCHCBAFT. S71 

The following iDBtance of sadi ill^fal and 
intummi proceediDga occDrred at Oaldy, near 
Bedford, on 12tli July, 1707. There wu od« 
woman, apwardg of 60 years of t^e, who, being 
nnder an imputation of witchcraft, was desirous 
to escape from so foal a suspicion, and to conci- 
liate the good-will of her neighbours, by allowing 
them to dnck her. The parish officers so far con- 
Beat«d to their humane experimeut as to promise 
the poor woman a guinea if she should clear her- 
self by sinlcing. The unfortunate olgect was tied 
up in a wet sheet, her thumbs and great toes were 
bound together, her cap torn off, and all her iqtpa* 
rel searched for pins; for there is an idea that a 
single pin spoils the operation of the charm. She 
was then dragged through the river Ouse by a 
rope tied round her middle. Unhappily for the 
poor woman, her body floated, though her heiid re- 
mained nnder water. The experiment was made 
tliree times with the same effect. The cry to 
hang or drown the witch then became general ; 
and as she lay half dead on the bank, they loaded 
the wretch with reproaches, and hardly forbora 
blows. A single humane bystander took her 
part, and exposed himself to rough usage fordoing 
so. Luckily one of the mob themselves at length 
■n^^ted the additional experiment of weighing 
the witch against the Church Bible. The friend 
of humanity caught at this means of escape, sup- 
porting the proposal by the staggering ai^punent, 
that the Scripture, being the work of God him- 
self, must outweigh necessarily all the operations 
or TOssals of the deril. The reasoning was re- 
ceived as condusire, the more readily as it promi- 



S72 LETTERS ON 

Bed a new spncieB of Mnnaement. l^e woman vas 
then weigtied against a Charch Bible of twelve 
pounds joukey weight, and as ebe wrb consider- 
ably preponderant, was dUtniased with bononr. 
Bnt many of the mob counted ber acquittal irre- 
gular, and would have had the poor dame drown- 
ed or hanged on the result of her ducking, as the 
more authentic species of trial. 

At length a similar piece of inhumanity, which 
bad a rery different conctnsion, led to the final 
abolition of the statute of James I,, as affording 
countenance for sncb brutal proceedings. An 
aged pauper, named Osborne, and his wife, who 
resided near Tring, in Staffordshire, fell under 
the suspicion of the mob on account of suppo- 
sed witcbcraft. The orerseere of the poor, an- 
derstanding that the rabble entertained a par- 
pose of swimming these infirm creatures, which 
indeed they bad expressed in n sort of procltt- 
mation, endeavoured to oppose their purpose by 
securing the unhappy couple in the Testry-room, 
which tbey barricaded. They were unable, how- 
ever, to protect them in the manner they intend- 
ed. The mob forced the door, seized the accused, 
and with ineffable brntalitv continued drawing 
the wretches through a pool of water till the wo- 
man lost her life. A brute in human form, who 
had superintended the murder, went among the 
spectators, and requested money for the sport he 
had shown them I The life of the other victim was 
with great difficulty saved. Three men were 
tried tor their share in this inboman action. Only 
one of them, named Colley, was condemned and 
hanged. When he came to execntion, the rabblei 
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instead of crowding round tlie gallows as usuaJi 
stood at a distance, and nbused those who were 
imtting to death, they said, an honest fellow for 
ridding the parish of an accursed witch. This abo- 
minable murder was committed 30tb July, 1751. 

The repetition of such hoiTors, the proneness 
of the people to so cruel and heart-searing' a auper- 
stitioB, was traced by the legislature to its source, 
namely, the yet unabolished statute of James I. 
Accordingly,' by the 9th George II. cap. 5, that 
odious law, so long the ohject of horror to all an- 
cient and puveity- stricken females in tbekingdom, 
was abrogated, and bU crlraiual procedure on the 
subject of sorcery or witchcraft discharged in fu- 
ture throughout Great Britain ; reservingforsuch 
as sbould pretend to the skill of fortune- tellers, 
discoverers of stolen goods or the like, the punish- 
ment of the correct ion- house, as due to rogues 
and vagabonds. Since that period, witchcraft has 
been little heard of in England, and although the 
belief in its existence has, in remote places, snr- 
vived the law that recognised the evidence of the 
crime, and assigned its punishment — yet such faitit 
b gradually becoming forgotten since the rabble 
have been deprived of all pretext to awaken it by 
their own riotous proceedings. Sume rare instan- 
ces have occurred of attempts similar to that for 
which Colley suffered ; and I observe one is pre- 
served in tiiat cnriuus Register of knowledge, 
Mr Hone's Popular Amusements, from which it 
appears, that as late as the end of last century 
this brutality was practised, though happily with- 
out loss of life. 

The Irish statute against witchcraft still ex- 
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i>U, na it would seem. Notfaia^ occHired in tbat 
kiagdom which recommended its being formally 
annulled i but it is considered as obaoletei and 
should so wild a thing be attempted iu the pre- 
sent day, no procedure, it is certain, would now 
be permitted to lie upon it. 

If any thing were wanted to confirm the gene- 
ral proposition, that the epidemic terror of witch- 
craft increases and becomes general in proportion 
to the increase of prosecutions against wit^bes, it 
would be sufficient to quote certain extraordinary . 
occurrences in New England. Only a brief ac- 
count can be here given of the dreadful halluci- 
nation under which the colonists of that proTinoe 
were for a time deluded and oppressed by a 
strange contagions terror, and how suddenly and 
singularly it was cured, eren by its own excess; 
but it is too strong evidence of the imaginary 
character of this bideous disorder, to be altoge- 
ther suppressed. 

New England, as is well known, was peopled 
miunly by emigrants who had been di^sted with 
the government of Charles I. in church and state, 
previous to the great Civil War. Many of the 
mote wealthy settlers were Presbytermns and 
Calvioists ; others, fewer in number, and less in- 
fluential from their fortune, were Quakers, Anft- 
baptists, or members of the other sects who were 
included under the general name of Independ- 
ents. The Calvinists brought with them the same 
zeal for religion and strict morality which every- 
where distinguished them. Unfortunately they 
were qot wise according to their leal, but enter- 
tained a proneness to believe in supematoral and 
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direct penonal interconrse between the devil and 
his vassals, an error to irbich, as we have endea- 
vonred to sliow, their brethren in Europe hod, 
from tbe beginning, been peculiarly subject. Ik 
a conntry imperfectly cultivated, and where the 
partially improved spots were emboeomed in in- 
accessible forests, inhabited by numerous tribes of 
savages, it was natural that a disposition to super- 
stition should rather gain than lose ground, and 
that to other dangers and horrors with which they 
were surrounded, the colonists should have added 
fears of the devil, not merely as the Evil Principle 
tempting human nature to sin, and thus endan- 
gering our salvation, bat as combined with sor- 
cerers Mid witches to inflict death and torture 
upon children and others. 

The first case which I observe, waa that of four 
children of a person called John Croodwin, a ma- 
son. The eldest, a girl, bad quarrelled with the 
laandress of the family about some linen which* 
was amiasing. l^e mother of the laundress, an 
ignorant, testy, and choleric old Irishwoman, 
■•olded the accuser; and shortly after, the elder 
Ooodwin, her sister, and two brothers, were sei- 
led with such strange diseases, that all their neigh- 
bours concluded they were bewitched. They con- 
ducted themselves as those supposed to suffer 
under maladies created by such influence were ac- 
customed to do. They stiffened their necks so 
hard at one time that the joints could not be . 
moved; at another time their necks were so flex- 
ible and supple, that it seemed the bone was dis- 
solved. They had violent convulsions, in which 
thair jaws snapped with the force of a spring- 
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trap set for vermin. Their limbs were cntionsly 
contorted, and to tbose who had a taste for the 
marvellons, seemed entirely dislocated and dis- 
placed. Amid these distortions, tliey cried oat 
against the poor old woman, whose name was 
Glorer, al]eg;ing that she was in presence with 
them adding' to their torments. The miserable 
Irisliwoman, who hardly could speak the Eng- 
lish language, repeated her Pater Noster and 
Ave Maria like a ^od Cutholic ; but there were 
gome words which she had forgotten. She was 
therefore snpposed to be unable to pronounca the 
whole consistentlyandcorrectly-'^nd condemned 
snd executed accordingly. 

But the children of Goodwin fonnd the trade 
they were engaged in to he too profitable to be 
laid aside, and the eldest, in particular, conti- 
nued all the external signs of witchcraft and 
possession. Some of these were excellently cal- 
culated to flatter the self-opinion and prejudieas 
of the CalrinJst ministers, by whom she was at- 
tended, and accordingly bear in their very front 
the character of studied and voluntary impostBre. 
The young woman, acting, as was supposed, un- 
der the influence of the devil, read a Quaker 
treatise with ease and apparent satiafactios ^— 
but a book written against the poor inoffensive 
Friends, the devil would not allow his victim to 
touch. She could look on a Church of England 
Prayer-book, and read the portions of Soriptare 
which it contains, without difficulty or impedi- 
ment ; — but the spirit which possessed her threw 
her into fits if she attempted to read the sai^a 
Scriptures from the Bible, as if the awe wUtii 
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it is sapposed the Gends entertain for holy writ, 
depended, not on the meaning' of tlie words, but 
^e arrangement of the page, and the type in 
which they were printed. This singular species 
of flattery was designed to cuptivate the clei^y- 
man through his professional opinions ; — otliers 
were more striciily personal. Tlie afflicted damsel 
seems to have been somewhat of the humour of 
the Inamorata of Messrs Smack, Pluck, Catch, 
and Company, and had, like her, merry as well as 
mel^choly tits. She often imagined that her at- 
tendant spirits brought her a handsome ])ony to 
ride off with them to their rendezvous. On such 
occasions she made a spring upwards, as if to 
mount her horse, and then, still seated on her 
chair, mimicked with dexterity and agility the 
molaons of the animal pacing, trotting, and gal- 
loping, like a child on the nurse's knee ; out 
when she cantered in this manner op stairs, she 
affected inability to enter the clergyman's study, 
and when she was pulled into it by force, used 
to become quite well, and stand up as a rational 
heing. " Reasons were given for this," says the 
■imiHo minister, " that seem more kind than 
trae." Shortly after this, she appears to hnre 
treated the poor divine with a species of sweet- 
ness and attention, which gave him greater 
embarrassment than her former Ttolence. She 
nsed to break in iipoa him at his studies to im- 
portune him to come down stairs, and thus ad- 
vantaged doubtless the kingdom of Satan by the 
inMrrnption of his pursuits. At length the Good- 
wins were, or appeared to be, cured. But the 
^Wmple had been given and caught, and the 
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blood irf poor Dune Glorer, which had been tbii 
introdnction to this tale of a hobby-horsei wu to 
be the forerunner of new atrocities, and fearfoUjr 
more general follies. 

This scene opened by the illoesa of two giris, 
■ dangbter and niece of Mr Parvit, the minister 
of Salem, who fell nnder an affliction similar to 
that of the Goodwins. Their mooths were stop- 
ped, their throats choked, their limbs racked, 
thorns were stuck into tbeir flesh, and pins were 
ejected from their stomachs. An Indian and his 
wife, servants of the family, endeaTouring, by 
some spell of tbeir own, to discover by whom 
the &tal charm had been imposed on their mas- 
ter's children, drew themselves under suspicion, 
and were hanged. The judges and juries per- 
severed, encouraged by the discovery of these 
poor Indians' guilt, and hoping they might tbnt 
expel from the colony the antnors of such prac- 
tices. They acted, says Mather, the historian, 
under a conscientious wish to do justly ; hut the 
cases of witchcraft and possession increased as if 
they were transmitted bv contagion, and the 
same sort of spectral evidence being received 
which had occasioned the condemnation of the In- 
dian woman, Tito, became generally fatal. The 
afflicted persons fitiled not to see the spectres, as 
they were termed, of the persons by whom tbey 
were tormented. Against this species of evideaoe 
no alibi could be offered, because it was admitted, 
u we have said elsewhere, that the real persons of 
the Bcoased were not there present ; and every 
thing rested upon the assumption thatihe afflicted 
persons were telling the tratb, since their erideoM 
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conld iiot be redargued. These spectres were 
generally represented as offering their Ttotims a 
book, on signing which they woold be freed from 
their torments. Sometimes the devil appeared 
ID person, and added his own eloquence to move 
the afflicted persona to consent. 

At first, as seems natural enongh, the poor 
and miserable alone were involved; bnt presently, 
when such evidence was admitted as ineontro* 
vertible, the afflicted began to see the spectral 
appearances of persons of higher condition, amd 
of irreproachaUe lives, some of whom were a> 
rested, some made their esc^, while several 
were executed. The more that suffered, the 
greater became the number of afflicted persons, 
and the wider and the more numerous were the 
denunciations against supposed witdies. The 
acciued were of all ages. A child of five years 
old was indicted by some of the afflicted, who 
imagined thev saw this juvenile wizard active in 
tormenting tnem, and appealed to the niarlc of 
little teeth on their bodies, where they stated 
it had bitten them. A poor dog was also hang- 
ed, as having been alleged to be busy in this in- 
fernal persecution. These gross insults on com- 
mon reason occasioned a revulsion in public feel- 
ing, bnt not till many lives had been sacrificed. 
By this means nineteen men and women were 
executed, besides a stout-hearted man, named 
Cory, who refnsed to plead, and was accord- 
ingly pressed to death, according to the old 
law. On this horrible occasion a circumstance 
took place disgusting to humanity, which must 
yet be told, to show how superstition «an steel 



the heart of a man against the misery' of his fel- 
low-creature. The dying man, in the mortal 
agony, thrast oat his tongue, which the Sheriff 
crammed with liia cane bat-lc again into bit month. 
£ight persons were condenined, besides those 
who had actually suffered ; and no less than two 
hundred were in prison and under examination. 
Men began then to ask, whether the deril night 
not artfully deceive the afflicted into the accusa- 
tion of good and innocent persons, by presenting 
witches and fiends in the resemblance of blameless 
persons, as engaged in the tormenting of their dis- 
eased countryf<nii. This argument was by no 
means inconsistent with the belief in witchoraft, 
and was the more readily listened to on that ac- 
count. Besides, men found that no rank or con- 
dition could save them from the danger of this 
horrible socusBtion, if they continued to encoo- 
rage the witnesses in gnch an uoliinited- course 
as had hitherto been granted to tfaem. Inflaeo- 
ced by these reflections, the settlers awoke as 
from a dream, and the voice of the public, which 
had so lately demanded vengeance on all who 
were suspected of sorcery, began now, on Uie 
other hand, to lament the effusion of blood, under 
the strong suspicion that part of it at least had 
been innocently and unjustly sacrificed. In Ma- 
ther's own language, which we use as that of a 
mtui deeply convinced of the reality of tbe crime) 
" experienoe showed that the more were appro- 
hended, the more were still afflicted by &itan, 
and the number of confessions increasing, did 
bnt increase the number of the accused, and the 
execution of some made way to the apprehension 
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of Others. For still the afflicted complained of 
being tormented by new objects, a« the former 
vere removed, so that some of those that were 
concerned grew amazed at the number and con> 
dition of those that were accused, and feared that 
Satan, by his wileii, had enwrapped innocent per- 
■ons nnder the imputation of tliat crime ; and at 
last, as was evidently seen, there inust be a stop 
pot, or the generation of the kingdom of 6o<l 
would fftU under condemnation."* 

The prosecutions were, therefore, suddenly 
stopped, the prisoners dismissed, the condemned 
pardoned, and even those wlio had confessed, the 
number of whom was very extraordinary, were 
pardoned amongst others ; and the author we 
nave jnst quoted thus records the result : — 
" When this prosecution ceased, the Lord so 
chained np Sat^in, that the afflicted grew present- 
ly well. The accused were generally quiet, and 
for five years there was no such molestation 
among us." 

To this it most be added, that the congrega- 
tion of Salem cumpelled Mr Parvis, in whose fa- 
mily the disturbance had begun, and who, they 
allied, was the person by whom it was most 

■ nbther'i Kfignalla, book vi. chap, lixiii. TIu zeal' 
oui •QtboT, hoivever, regret* the KBOtral gaol-delivery on 
the wwre of snrcer;, snd Ibiolu, had the timet been aim, 
ttie cue might hsra required ■ iiirther Invealigatlon, end 
that, on the irhalr, the nutter was ended too abrupllf. 
But, the temper of tlie times conaldered. he admlti Cftn- 
dtdljr, that it ii belter to act moderatelf in matter) capital, 
and to let the guilty eicape, than ran tlie riali of dertroylng 
theinuooant. 
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fiercely driven on in the commencement, to leBVe 
his BettlemeDtiunoDgat them. Sochof theacooMd 
as had conferaed the acts of witchcraft imputed to 
them, generally d^ied and retracted their con- 
feBsiong, asserting them to have been made un- 
der fear of torture, influence of persuasion, or 
other circumstances exclusive of tbeir free will. 
Severalof the judges and jurors concerned in the 
sentence of those who were execut«d, published 
their penitence for their rashness in coariding 
these unfortunate persons ; and one of the judges, 
a man of the most importance io the colony, ob- 
serred, during the rest of his life, the anniTersary 
of the first execution as a day of solemn fast and 
humiliation for his own share in the transaction. 
Even the barbarous Indians were struck wiA 
wonder at the inftitnation of the English colo- 
nists on this occasion, and drew disadrantRgeoiU 
comparisons between them and the French, among 
whom, as they tenuurked, " tJie Great Spirit Ben<u 
no witches." 

The system of witehcr»ft, as believed in Scot- 
land, must next claim our attention, as it is dif- 
ferent in some respects from that of England, 
and subsisted to a later period, and was proseca- 
ted with much more severity. 
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LETTER IX. 

Scollish TViab—Earl of Mar^Zadg damma—WiSiam 
Barbm — Witchet ofAvMeame — TAeiV Rita and Charnu 
— Their Tretufirmation itUo Bares— Satan's Severi^ 
tomard* thmt — Thar Crima — Sir George Madaixu'a 
Opinion of Witchcrajl — Hutanceg of Cmtftttiona Mode 
by the Acciatd, in despair, and to avoid future annimanct 
aadperaecutioa — Examination hg Pricking — The Mode 
of Judicial Proitdure against Witchet, and Nature of the 
Evidence admimibU, opened a door to Accwers, and left 
the Aeatsed no duaee ofeMOpe — The Superitition of Sit 
Scottiih dergy in Sng Jamet VI.'s time, led thetn, like 
lieir Sovereign, to encaarage Witd-Protecutiont—Cate 
qf Beatie Graham — Siippoied Con^iracy to Shipwreck 
James in Ma Voyage to Denmark — Meetings of (b) 
Witches, oTvI Sites performed to accomplish their purpose 
—Trial of Margaret Barday in 161B~ Case ^ Major 
Weir — Sir John C3erk among the Jirat icAa decSned aet- 
ing at Coaautnoaer on the Trial of a Witeh — Paitteg 
and PiUauoeem Witches — A Ftaaeculion in CailAnest 
prevented by the Interference of the King's Advocate in 
1718— 7%e£<M( Sentence of Death for Witchcraft pro- 
notauxd in Scotland in 1722— Seiaains of the Witch Su- 
pertHtion — Case eftumoiod Witchcraft, rdated/nm the 
AtiAor'* otm Auttila^, which took plooa so lots as 



For many yeara tlie ScottUh nation had been 
remarkable for a creduloiu belief in witcbcraft, 
and repeated examples were supplied by the annals 
of aanguiaary execations on this end sccuaation. 
Our acquaintance with the filender foundation on 
which Boetius and Buchanan reared the early part 



of their histories, may greatly iocline ns to doubt 
whether a king^ named Duffus ever reig'ned in 
Scotland, and i^till more, whether he died by the 
agency of a gang of witches, who inflicted tor- 
ments upon an ioiiige made in his name, for the 
>ake of compassing his death. In the tale of 
Macbeth, which is another early instance of De- 
monology in Scottish history, the weird-sisters, 
who were the originnl prophetesses, appeared to 
the nanrppr in a dream, and are described aa 
vola, or sibyls, rather than as witches, thongh 
Sbakapeare hns stamped the latter character in- 
delibly upon them. 

One of the earliest real cases of importance 
founded npon witchcraft, was, like those of the 
Dncbess of Gloucester, and tethers in the sister 
country, mingled with an accusation of a political 
nature, which, rather than the sorcery, brooght 
the culprits to their fate. The E^rl of Mar, bro- 
ther 01 James III. of Scotland, fell under the 
king's suspicion, fur consulting with witches and 
sorcerers liow to shorten the king's days. On 
such a charge, very inexplicitly stated, the un- 
happy Mar was bled to death in his own lod- 
fings, without either trial or conviction ; imme- 
iately after which catastrophe, twelve women 
of obscure rank, and three or four wizards, or 
warlocks as they were termed, were burnt at 
fidinburgh, to give a colour to the Carl's guilt. 

In the year 1537, a noble matron fell a victim 
to a similar charge. This was Janet Douglas, 
I^ady Glanimis, who, with her son, her second 
husband, and several others, stood accused of at- 
tempting James's life by poison, with k yiew to 
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the reitoration of the Douglas fnmily, of which 
Lndy GltunmiB'a brother, tbe Karl of Angiig, wu 
the ueatl. She died much pitied by the peoplog 
who Been) to have thought the articles against her 
forgedfor the purpose of taking her life; her kin- 
dred, and very name, being so obnoxious to the 
King. 

Previoas to this lady's execntion, there would 
appear to have been hut few prosecuted to death 
on the score of witchcraft, although the want of 
the Justiciary records of that period leaves ns in 
nncertainty. But in the end of the fifteenth and 
beginning of the sixteenth centuries, when saoh 
charges grew general over Europe, coses of the 
kind occurred very often in Scotland, and, as we 
have already noticed, were sometimes of a peculiar 
character. There is, indeed, a certain monotony 
in most tales of the kind. Thovassalsare usually 
induced to sell themselves at a small price to the 
Author of Hi, who, having commonly to do with 
women, drives a very hard bargain. On the con> 
trary, when he was pleased to enact the female 
on a similar occasion, he brought his gallant, one 
William Barton, a fortune of no less than fifteen 
pounds; which,eTensupposingit to have been the 
Scottish denominatjoa of coin, was a very liberal 
endowment, compared with his niggardly conduct 
towards the fair sex on such an occasion. Neither 
did he pass false coin on this occasion, but, on the 
contrary, generously gave Barton a merk, to keep 
the fifteen pounds whole. In observing on Satan's 
conduct in this matter. Master George Sinclair 
obserres, that it is fortunate the Enemy is but 
seldom permitted to bribe so high (as L.15 Scots,) 



for were thia the caie, he mig'ht find few men or 
women capable of resisting his munificence. I 
look upon this as one of the most severe refiec- 
tiouB on onr fore&thers' porerty which is extant. 
In many of the Scottish witches' trials, M to 
the description of Satan's Domdaniel, and the 
Sabbath which he there celebrates, the northern 
superstition agriaes with that of Englsnd. But 
some of the confessions depart from the mono- 
tony of repetition, and add some more funcifiil 
drcumatancea than occur in the general case. 
Isobel Gowdie'g confession, already mentioned, 
is extremely minute, and some part of it at least 
may be quoted, as there are other pasiagei not 
very edifying. The witches of Auldearne, ac- 
oording to this penitent, were bo numerous, tbat 
they were told off into squads, or eorines, m they 
were t«nned, to each of which were appointed 
two ofGcers. One of these wbh called the Maideoi 
oftheCovine, and was asuatly, like Tarn o' Shan- 
ter'g Nftnnie, n girl of personal attractions, whom 
Satan placed be«ide himself, and treated with a 
particular attention, which greatly provoked the 
spite of the old hags, who felt themselves insulted 
by the preference.* When assembled, they dug 
up graves, and possessed themselves of the car- 

* Thia word CoTnie seems to slgnif}' ■ sulidlTleioo, or 
•quad. The ti-ee near the front of an ancient cutle was 
ealleit tbfl Coviiu tree, probably because the Lord received his 
company thers. 
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cassest (of uncbristened infants in particular,) 
whose joints and members tbey used in their ma- 
gic unguents and salres. When they desired to 
secure fur their own uBe the crop of some neigb- 
boor, they made a pretence of ploughing it with 
a yoke of paddocks. These foul creatures drew 
the plough, which was held by the devil himself. 
The plough harness and soams were of quicken 
grass, the sock and coulter were made out of a 
riglen*8 horn, and the covine attended on the 
operation, praying the deril to transfer to them 
the fruit of the ground so traversed, and leave 
the proprietors nothing but thistles and briers.' 
The witches' sports, with their elfin archery, I 
hare already noticed, (page 162r) TItey entered 
the house of the £arl of Murray himself, and 
such other mansions aa were not fenced against 
them by vigil and prayer, and feasted on the pro- 
visions t&ey found there. • 

As these witches were the countrywomen of 
the weird sisters in Macbeth, the reader may be 
desirous to hear some of their spells, and of the 
poetry by which they were accompanied and en> 
forced. They used to bash the flesh of on nn- 
christened cliild,^ mixed with that of dogs and 
sheep, and place it in the house of those whom 
they devoted to destruction in body or goods, 
saying, or singing, — 

." We put tbi> inliU this htune, 
Id our lord the Devil's nsme ; 
The firat hands (hat huidle thee, 
Burn'd and acslded may they b« ! 
We will dettro; houiira and hold, 
With the sheep and nolt into the fauld ; 



n>il)iiimi amcm^ tbcmy.mi^'tdialtiM'iiB'ipf cnMi, 

ctuibav nsMOiled.'' InthlaiKaciB-NJin^ailsabri'hef* 
ietf^4md'«'bad AtlTeiitDFe/j.-Slu'ljB^ibaeD sent bf 
thB^^ilto Aaldfcirnei ta tfaafrAwBurite^ii^k^ 
#ildiiKai»ejheMi|^e twrheviBtiglrbAmtbul hUd 
tUfxBiMfoetme to intet iBe»m ffjAtle^iiif 'KUlhitft 
•erranUffoing to'lBbonrj'faamff.-ilif boandswith 
tdveib. ' T be hounde bpnrng oqi dte UiagiAged witdii 
'•'And I," a»y4'iK\te\r'* raoi-a vktyltmg tim^ 
ibtsMiRF hard ppessudj v.-Ub iomdsitd take -to 
bif;ewik' noose, lino diMHi'bei*^'flpetif'nfl'tUeri 
to^<refage behind '»cbd^/<'<ltBiot.tib»;h(tmilitR 
cMtie'in, tUid took'tbo'dtJfer-stde (tf ffie cb<est, kb 
tUt Itoiiel only esciipeA by ^uttin^iMo atiotfatf 
hoft^ej'Afld gainiag'tinlvtO'iflyl^be'dUnioliaiitMg 

,. . " Hare, hue, Goil soffl.thee cprpj , , i 

I nm ill a hare's likeness now: ' , 
But 1 aliall be worn nn' (■veil dfc— ' 
Hare, hare, God F«nd Xbei ^VV 

■• Such accidents, ih« anid, werevust uncommon, 
and the wit«hci were sometimes bitten by tha 
dogs, i>f wliicli the marks' remained after th«r 
restoration to human sbapc. But none had been 
killed on suob occasions-' - ' ' 

Tbe ceremonial otuhe S^bMh' meeting;s was 

very strict. The -folLl Gend wa^ very rigid in 

exacting: the moat bei^nisniahiB' attention from 

big Totariees and die t«tle>of Lord wken'ad dressed 

10 
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hy them. Sometimes, howerer, the weird Bisten, 
when whi^ering amongst themselves, irreverent- 
ly spoke of their sovereig^n by the name of Black 
John ; npon such occasions, the fiend rushed on 
themlike a gchoolmtiBter who surprises his pnpila 
in de)iot, and beat and buffeted them without 
mercjr or discretion, saying, " I ken weel enengh 
what yoa are saying of me." Then might be seen 
the variooB tempers of those whom he command- 
ed. Alexander Elder in Earlseat, often fell under 
his lord's displeasure for neglect of duty, and, 
being weak and simple, could never defend him- 
self save with tears, cries, and entreaties for 
mercy ; but some of the women, according to 
Isobel Gowdie's confession, had more of the spirit 
which animated the old dame of Kellyburn Braes. 
Margaret Wilson in Auldearne would " defend 
herself finely," and make her hands save her 
head, after the old Scottish manner. Bessie Wil- 
son conld also speak very crnstily with her tongue, 
and " belled the cat' nitli the devil stoutly. 
The others chiefly took refuge in crying " pity I 
mercy !" and such like, while Satan kept beating 
them with wool cards, and other sharp scoui^es, 
without attending to theirentreatiesorcomplaints. 
There were attendant devils and imps, who ser- 
ved the witches. They were usually distinguish- 
ed by their liveries, which were sad-dun, grass- 
green, sea-green, and yellow. The witches were 
taught to call these imps by names, some of 
which might belong to humanity, while others 
bad a diabolical sound. These were Robert the* 
Jakis, Saunders the Red Reaver, Thomas the 
F««ry, Swein, an old Scandinavian Duerg pro- 



1 
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bably ; the Roaring Lion, Thief of Hell,, Waifc) 
i-Heraelf, MacKeeler, Robert the RdI^ 
idrie Craig, and Rorie. Theae names, o<I<l uid 
uncouth enough, are better imagined at lean 
than those which Hopkins contriTed for the impa 
which he discovered — such as Pyewacket, Peck- 
in-tfae-Crown, Sack-and-Sugar, News, Vinegar- 
Tom, and Grizell Greedigut, the broad vulgarity 
of which epithets shows what a flat imagination ha 
brought to support his impudent fictiuns. 

The Devil, who conimanded the fair sister- 
hood, being fond of mimicking the forms of the 
Christian church, used to rebapti^e the witches 
with their blood, and in his own great name. 
The proud-stomached Margaret Wilson, who 
scorned to take a blow nnrepaid, even from Satan 
himself, was called Pickle-neareat-the- Wind ; her 
compeer, Bessie Wilson, wag Thro w- the- Com- 

Sird; Elspet Nishe's was Bessie Bald; Bessie 
ay's nickname was, Able-and- Stout, and Jane 
Mairten, the Maiden of the Covine, waa called. 
Ower-the-Dike- with-it. 

Isobel took upon herself, and imputed to her 
sisters, as already mentioned, the death of sundry 
persons shot with elf-arrows, because they had, 
omitted to bless themselves as the aerial flisht of 
the hags swept past them.* She bad herself tba 
temerity to snoot at the Laird of Park as he was 
riding through a ford, but missed him, throofh 
the influence of the running stream perhaps, for 
whidi she thanks God in her confession ; and 
adds, that at the time, she received a great cuff 

• Ste p. 168. 
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&om Bessie Hay for her Avdcwwdness. TiMjt 
devoted tlie male children of this gentlemui, (of 
the well-koowD family of Gordon of Park, I pre- 
sume,) to wasting illoess, by the following lines, 
placing at the same time in the fire figures com- 
posed of clay mixed with paste, to lepreaent the) 
object : — 

" We pat this water Bmoogst this meal. 

Far long dwiolog* and ill heal ; 

We put It Id into ths fire, 

Ta bam them op itook and Moar.'f' 

That Iliey be bnmed with mur irill. 

Like auj' Btikklsf in ■ kiln." 

Bach was tlie singular confession of Isobel 
Gowdie, made voluntarily, it would seem, imd 
without compulsion of any kind, judicially au- 
thenticated by the subscription of the notary, 
clergymen, and gentlemen present ; adhered to; 
after their separate diett, u they are called, of 
examination, and containing no variety or eon- 
tradiction in its details. Whatever might he her 
stal« of mind in other respects, she seems to have 
been perfectly conscious of the perilous conse- 

Juence of her disclosures to her own person. " I. 
not deserve," says she, " to be seated here at 
ejase and unharmed, but rather to be stretched on 
an iron rack : nor can my crimes be atoned for, 
were I to be drawn asunder by wild horses." 
It only remains to suppose, that this wretched 






2flS 

«hffHM>w&S'iiHaertI>e 'dominion a( eome jpecu- 
Ilht^ipMes'iJif tttnR(Ty,'to'#hich A -TuU perasal «f 
k^ltdtifcM>Mi4tllg4ti>[i«rhhpk>|;tiMQa medical pev- 
Ktt^it^Jlld^eMim]ll"er[i^cince.' Bex caseig 
HN«|-«itflig^,'ti^ thiH)W4«g'Upcn^ ttreriitles «nd oer«< 
ill<til}^Uf'ttre-S»^nleh'i|iriteHes^"»>liglit -irlncb tn 

B^k^ffti^(*-eW*«ptertJ.' "'- '.I ■■■ ■ ' ■. ■ 

'''*^A<A ui>fyHunnM''piersoas.>irere betrnyed to 
lfr«SMr#t>^^o4f't>:f0thc# ncMs tian the derangs- 
TttSDi>ttt A\ltd, *Wh'^iiisit>o haveoperitted on 
libti^l-'OI'AiwMeL" ISvn»,'ii«'We'liBvl»'tfeen,iciid«»- 
¥D'H^b<l>M'eM^^e<fTdin ttMvfakrgAof witcliDi&ft, 
feyWmintM^stojftt^^DUrH^WMi^berairjpMfde; 
^'»t^llfae'<|irtiiehiWaB')K«rer-«dinitted as relevBiit. 
Otteiw'A'^^ulwjetttldilin crtlal' tortures, by wlticfa 
l«^lMi'«Ht«ira'tli(iaglit(li«';^iTltr' might be brou^t 
IWeHnfeirfiOn^bttr *w*ie!li! farf more fiequentlf 
M^p^ted thi'Tanoc«nt thi binn- evidence against 
tSMi«^lf««t "(H -ttm'snbjeot the celebrated Sir 
Se«i^<]lSiicketiz)d,.'« thaC noble wit of ScoU 
li(ftt],f-Hbh« i»^t4ned"by'£>rydeii, has some nio«t 
TodittHMif'ftleflectidM.'ti-liittk ore Bfaall endeavour 
M MnMnttt/fibitBe renttof tlie- experience of one, 
iA«('%i'lltftt*ed(%'of"Iiord.A<lTDctte, had often 
dMXMmJ tO'-^MMduck n>itcli>-liwla, uid who, il»t 
dT^Xtifyg^tkflieKiBtknee'of the.orinie, was of opi- 
MBfi^'^Mtf^w^'KooomtrOfitsivery horror, it re- 
ttfii^di <l»«j«aTmt ahd tnost stpiotprobation^. - 
'rfi lle»flret tniiiets bn the gi«m improbability, of 
IlK'FMtdj xlitlfoub vichas to-befitow,«nd arowed- 
ly'ihtiJfctBdJM'alughik- power, being ablelo en- 
lHV>«%ebi«rambers of\ rehcnti, aiid the little ad- 
^tiHt4^tcn4^ich be himii^'wotrid gftin by doings to. 
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efci^woiMpt^rwiol uHientaMi-.aut Ki»**»hffeiflf 
wM thBytfMraadriiat<lipft-i»naifetBf rfWilrf^ft >4W 
cfv»'i«aT9lind.'Vfpnli^i4nfttf<Nr'ifir^bmi(Ct;«f0f 

being asked how he saw thv^itw^^nD^ Ws);^):, 
•.Ube&MldaiKni^SJMNtjthtnmn^I&'iif ^^fter, 

kaiiifr it. R'Andfitrfiftdaag^SM^halE^temmBj^fiail 
oOmxi the taiMt;i«ifaiplitt (ab«^r^tH04).%(,» 

pHsbo in -Whioh rtlw jj rMrft^biend]«t(ftf#m¥^j(wr 

Ivienvash :t«.dieaKnl*bet««iMH9(3tiI«etM(^l^ 
iMfrdlywfcdr Bndinnnr|(JseriM« (>^p1ft4titeiPrfV 
^Diild bicdpe iMmwctiai); aa^tr]fiiaUi ^§9A^ 
founded with! £Mk</aitl'/i|i^ff())Hmai)>iMtl^r.hnU 
loiagiM t^ingd4licnttitriyii»ianB.«lt4»liW«i4tlnTr> 

tli«sepooi:«natiit)Adro>t*f«)u»d,b!|[ith»lifUffe|MV», 
who, 'bfring peuiufd^tiiaf d[«<Go(l'gaediW(f^G«s 
tfaink it theiv'dbtyMr^Hc-and.tormeAtfMrljiri- 
■ODCra delivered 'U[> to ihei^.asiEejMlBiM^eitKW 
and'enemiesf«iaeni-BDd[|;iniDn',i:'(iQ0fll«ib9«iSir 
GrMwge,)'" efit.>H7i«Mivia(lf(m<taf4hat ii>«fli"4f all 
that «vaF mra ttkistvitreeri'tbritieirtc<Mrf t^Wufln- 
Wt) and tinv umgevita ithb^^ounidj.uf i4)llitbQir 
G4NifeB8ionit SMi.eLbeit thapttOE miwrtwivls .canoot 
I^DTe thisuMgeithhe'rantorai beafi^ tbe^oiUytwiC- 
netees, yel the juKlge akoulAjhs. j«aloii» of it, ai 
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tbat which d!d at fint elicit the confenion, and 
for fear of whiohthey darenotretract it." Sthly, 
This learned anther gives ns an inatance, how 
these unfortniiBte weatnres might be reduced to 
•onfeistoD, by the very infamy which tlie aocBsa- 
tion oaat upon them, and which was sore to follovr, 
condemning them for life to a state of neceuity, 
miiery, and sngpicion, ench as any penon of re- 
potation would willingly exchange for a short 
death, however painful. 

" I went when I was a Jiiatice<deput to exa- 
mine some women who had confessed judidallv, 
and one of them, who was a silly creature, tora 
me under Mcresie, that «lie had not confeat be- 
cause ahe was gniltyt but being a poor creature 
who wrought for her meat, and being defamed for 
a witch, she knew she would starve, for no person 
thereafter would either give her meat or lodring, 
and that all men would heather and hound at^ 
at her, and that therefore she desired to be ont 
of the world ; wherenpon she wept most bitterly, 
Htd upon her knees called God to witness to what 
she said. Another told me, tbst she was ainiid 
the devil would challenge a right to her, after she 
was swd to be his servant, and would haunt her, 
as tte minister said, when he was desiring her to 
confess, and therefore she desired to die. And 
reaUy mtnisters are oft times indiscreet in their 
leal to have poor creatures to confess in this ; and 
I recommend to judges, that the wisest ministers 
ihonld be sent to them, and those who are aaat 
•honld be cautious in this particular."" 

■ IfackcDalc'i Crimtnal Law, p. W. 
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As a coTolIaiy to thii afibcting itarT) I nifiy 
qnotc the eaae of ft womBn in Lauder jail, who 
lay there with other fetnalea on a charge of witch- 
craft. Her companions in prison were adjadged 
to die, and she too had, by a confession as faQ 
as theirs, giretl herself up as gailty. She, there- 
fore, sent for the mfnifeter of the town, and en- 
treated to be put to death with the others whit 
had been appointed to sofifer upon the next Mon- 
day. "Die clergyman, howeVer, as well as others, 
had adopted a strong persuasion that tbis confei- 
sion was made up in the pride of her heart, for 
the destruction of her own life, and had no fonn- 
dation in truth. We gire the resalt in the mi- 
nister's words I — 

" Therefore much pains was taken on her, by 
ministers and others, on Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday morning, that she might resile from that 
eonfession, which was suspected to be but a tempt-i 
alioD of the devil, to destroy both her soul and 
body; yea, it was charged home npon her by the 
ministers, that there was jost ground of jeaTousy 
that her confession was not sincere, and she was 
(purged before the Lord to declare the tratb, and 
Bot to take her blood upon her own head. Yel 
she stiffly adhered to what she had said, and cried 
always to be put away with the rest. Where- 
npori, on Monday morning, being called before 
the judges, and confessing before them what she 
had said, she was found guilty, and condemned 
to die with the rest that same day. Being car- 
ried forth to the place of execntion, she remained 
silent during the first, second, and third prayer, 
and thei) p«o«riiig that there remiuned no mors, 
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bHt.to. rise iHid ^ ia ltti««taket ilMiJUftad.uf Jier 
hodjt, 4iijd^U1> 4 lov<i.Ti«ke cried out. ' NokubJI 
yov.tihal; ^e^nae tl^* |iBy,)MK>rr,tM lam.iHHribt 
dlQ ^ a witch by, my owaicoofawiiMi, avd I Sfem 
all meo^ ce)WC>(iUy the iniaiiterS'a«d maglfttuubefif 
of^he guilt,afioy blood. I Uko it wbotly unoOi 
myseJ^^iny Wood be upoti my own hwd.) &ad «9- 
Imi^st.iaAlie^lWsirer to th« God «f JieKTeit pwM 
se^fly„j detjare I .am aa &e« »f wit«b«>an M' 
aqj|.p|i^I)l;i.but being delated by a oqaJiuiouaww- 
m^r^ftgd, piit'inpriscHi nndor tbe.D»ine of > 
w^f9b>'*^iWV-Wd by my husband and frieodij amd- 
Be«i|%,|io,,gri]|und (^ ]i^e«C my camipg out.of> 
pri^lt qi^i&Ter,,fODutig in credit again, ArongU 
tl^ ^mfiLtattoii pf the d^vil I made up that oaan. 
fe^ioPiQn pHTpose to destroy my own life, beiiw 
^tfiary fOf i^ and cfoooiipg rather to die tiiftn \iv^r 
-rr^vi, ^Q idled. Whiqh lamentable story, ba it 
did.tli«iha^tpn'^1^aU the spectator^ none of wUcb 
cOH^d te^ttiu^ themselves from teart ; eo it may b«' 
ti>.^Il a daRwm»tratioii of Safav's aitblletyi wndse- 
d^jga ia still, .to destroy all, partly by temptimff' 
mfny to Resumption,, .and some otbers tode^ 
spur... ifiuse tilings to be of trutb, aca attested, 
by an «^fl and ear'witn««s wbo.U vjot alive, » 
ls^t||'i4limii(Uster.of the gospel."* It is itmsge 
the infereoco does not seam to Jiare, been'^adii-> 
cedi ^hat aa one woman, out of very despair, ■»• 
noa1iAed.l1.4r o)vn llfib the eamo-migbt have bc«n 
the .oaie Jn qiany. other Lnstsncw, . wherein tke. 
conf^sMOpi of the accused conititutpd tlue'prinf^ 
cipal, if not sole, evidence of the guilb 

■ SloeULr'i Sslsn'iInvUlble eWorld I)i*cim«al,f>i 43. 
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OMcetebvatod Eaode- of detecting; w'lUAiea, and 
torturing thmi at the same time, to drair forth 
oonfMrioni ^a^,'by ranBing pins into their body, 
oB'^rdCeiMe o6 discovering' the devil's stignfs^ i>r 
mBrk,)trbich vPas said to be inflicted by hioi upon 
aU l)i< Vassals, and to be insensible to paio. This 
spieoies of search, the practice of the infamoos 
Hop)[iR», troB-tn Scotland reduced to a trade ; «nd 
tbe ysuMg witchBnder v/aa allowed to fortnfe 
the aecnaed party, as if in exercise of a law&tl 
calling',' although 8ir George Mackenzie stignin* 
tlsM it'BBa horrid imposture. I observe id the 
ColUtttiant «f Mf Pttcairn, that, at the trtid of 
Jaaet Feanou'of Dalkeith, the ntH^istnites f(bd 
miMBtera of thM mu'ket town caused John Kia- 
oud of Tranentj the oeiamoA pricker, to exet- 
cise hiiCTaft uftdn bbf, '<^wfao fc^nd two mar^ 
o£ what hti-cr^ed thfl'deVll'^ ntaking, and i^hicfa 
appeared indeed to'W sr, for sh^ eould'nOt-feel 
tbd pin when it \na ptlt into either 6f the said 
marks, nor did they («he marks^) bleed when tJiey 
ware f«ben ent ngain :' and' when' she was ariied 
wh*re>'she thought the pinitwehj pnt In, . Ae 
pai>ted'to a patt of her body dititbht fronr the real 
phkce. They wirepins of three inches in length/' 

Beeides tile fac^ that- the 'persons of old peir* 
[de eMteoistly so metimes 'contain -spots void of 
aeHsibdify, tlt^t^ is' aleo> room to'belieye that the 
prwfeased pricket's vnhA a-pia, the point, orlowet- 
pwrt of veinth vaa,-&a being pressed dbwn, rtieath- 
ed in, the apfter^'whieh was hollow for the piu> 
pose, and tiMttrhi«htsppe«red to-cmter the body 
did not pierce it at all. But, were it worth while 
to dwell on a sitkjeut to ridicolous, we-might re- 



collect, tbikt in so terrible an ngony of shame as 
is likelf to conrnUe abnman being under hdgIi a 
trial, and aucb personal insults, the blood is apt 
to return to the heart, and a slight wound, as wiui 
a pin, may be inflicted, without being followed 
by blood. In the latter end of the seventeendi 
Gcntnry, this childish, indecent, and brntalprao- 
tice, began to be called by its right name. Fonn- 
tfiinhall has recorded, that in 1678 the Priry 
Council received the complaint of a poorwoman, 
who hod been abased by a country ma^trate, 
and one of those impostors called prickers. Hey 
expressed high displeasnre against the presumj^- 
tion of the parties complained against, and treated 
the pricker as a common cheat.* 

From this and other instances, it appears thtt 
the predominance of the superstition of wit<^- 
craft, and the proneness to persecute those ac- 
cused of such practices in Scotland, were in- 
creased by the too great readiness of sabordU 
nate judges to interfere in matters which weri, 
in fact, beyond tbeir jurisdiction. The Supreme 
Conrt of Justiciary was that in which the cause 
properly and exclusively ought to have been 
tried. But, in practice, each inferior jud^e in 
the country, tbepettiest bailie in the most trifling 
burgh, the smallest and most ignorant baron of 
a rude territory, took it on him to arrest, impri- 
son, and examine, in which examinations, as we 
hare already, seen, the accused suffered the gross- 
est injustice. The copies of these examinations, 
made up of extorted confessions, or the evidence 

■ FaonlaiDhtli'* Dedsimu, vol. i. p. 15. 
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of inhkbile wrtneaseB, weire all tliat wet* transmit- 
ted to the Priry ConDcil, who were to direct the 
fatare mode of procedare. Thns no creatHre was 
secnre i^Jnst the malice or folly of smne defa< 
matoiy accasation, if there was ft timid or snp^* 
AMiouH judge, though of the meanest denotnina- 
tiOH, to be fonnd within the district. 

But, secondly, it was the coarse of the Privy 
Cobneil to appoint commissions of the ffenttemea 
of the country, and particularly of the clei^ymei^ 
tboBgh not likely from their education to be'fi^ed 
from geneivl prejudice, and peculiarly liable to be 
affected hy the clatnoor of the neigh bonrhood 
agbinst the delinquent. Now, as itis well knowti 
AbI each a oommiHsion could not he granted in if 
cue of murder In the conoty where the crime wba 
ohug«d, there seems no good reason why the 
trial of witches, so liable to escite the passions, 
shonld not have been uniformly tried by a court 
wbttle rank and condition secured them from the 
BDspieioD of partiality. But our ancestors ar- 
rangrOd it otfaetiwisie, and it was the eonseqaenee 
that such o<Hnmiesf oners very seldom, by aeqait" 
ting the persons brought before them, lost an op- 
portunity of destroying a witch. 

Neather must it be forgotten, that the proof 
lod in snpport of the prosecution, was of a kind 
Tflry nnasual in jurisprudence. The lawyers ad- 
mitted as evidence what they called damnum mi- 
natmtH, el maltan seetUum — some mischief, thai 
is to say, following close npon a threat, or wi^ 
of revenge, nttM«d by the supposed witch, which, 
tfaongli it might be attrihated to the most natural 






Goomi of «t«nt«, wn Mppoaed meMnMilLf tobo 
idieoMNqtieaoe of'the mdbacasiof tfaa accused.- 

BlUln*reloeeely*iiduUd, andallegBtionasf daa* 
g^TutilvMtlened,) aad iidUdiie£ cdMunff, were sd' 
mitted, though tbd .JD«tK(!«ibKd n«t comefjFMn 
tfaa ilDUued party ibevaelf. 'OaiiOlii.JdBe, 1661, at 
Joha^Stewad, ono tof apart^ufhtoai ba^ben<of 
B«llMitiviffioiBt4dt»^aaBd wt-oddnomasysalb 
adiOhrbtwn^WilBM, from Ibwl^bnn) to Niddrita^ 
ia»<clM(iiiighi»'gun,'lib<n<as dlyly qoeitloned b^ 
jMietOooke, nnotker ctoDfas^in^M'itch, who ptO-> 
baWf mW Us couvb^ ^iras nca'EmDt%l}r>«oi)9biBti 
^'■'Wiiat TfOBld yOD tbimk, if tii» devil Inuw a whivlJ 
wiw^ And > take- her<froui yoa-aA'tke-road'tOMnol^ 
WW?"Suf« ett«iig^4niAi)eir jourinflf wNtddrMi 
Ikid part}' ftctDilly weraaaBaiiM-hyiJk'Sudden giiM 
of wind, (not arery UMOMiauiD ^renC-inthat oik* 
BiMa))-wiuc:b'Bcarc»pemninMk<tk6 valiant g^uurd 
tD^liM^l^eirfMVwhile die miMnlilapriiODtewil 
bloihvlwtA'* jiool-ef watet\ and with diAcultjF 
raiaedagain. Tbece is Mine ground to hope tbat 
this extnordinary evjdeioa ira» noC xamillt«d 
upom tlia triaK ' > ' 

Tbere is a itor^ told «t an «ld wiurd, whon 
r^iJ same wu J\lexnndet Huotetf, though b« WM 
mw«' generally kiioWn by tbd nickname of Hat> 
t«raitk^ whloh'it bad pl«ati«4 the devil (• ooof er 
npbnbini; Tliisman bad for same'tiuo adopted 
IM tredic «f being it tenjuretV tyiii Wring tbe dii> 
eadesofmbnandbebat/li^yiipellRWiddiame. dne 
eara«ier'«iday, dn4 ^reeW'hiUist'da,itbft' devil -yp* 
peared to him in shape of a grave " Mediciner," 
addressing liim^tliiia,Tomdlyy-k"£iutdie, you hare 
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t4Hi Ivnp followed mjrtifde witKant «elfiH)w]«dg- 
ing me for a master. Yon mnst now entietwith 
with me, and become n^ arrant, and I irill'teAch 
youyonr trade better." HattKraiok eonseatedM 
the propositi, and we stmUIet tite Rev. Mr Oeor^ 
SiBclair tell tfae^restof tlie'tale. t 

' " After this, ha grew Tiery famous through 6be 
cmifltry for his ohnrmiHg and curing »f dhettd) 
ID mea and beaete, &nd turned '» ragriiBt! feUflW 
like a jockie,* gaining meal, ami flesh, and olonfey 
by bU cb»nn3, euch was the ignorance of • many 
at that time, Wbalever Imum he came t«,'nose 
dnrst refuse Hatteraick analirM) rather. for hiStU 
tlmiihia good. One day became to the yail/igate) 
of Samuelston, when some friends after dinMr 
were going to horse. A young: gentleman, bro- 
ther to the lady, «eMng him, ewitcht iiim abou^ tbe 
ears, saying,-.-'' Yon warlock carle, what liare^On 
to do hero?' Whereupon the fellow goes aWny 
grumbling, and was overheard to sny, ■ Yo[i shall 
dear buy this, ere it be long.' This was data* 
ntttn mifiatwn. The y««ng gentleman CMivey- 
ed his friends a far way off| and o^me home tbat 
way again, where he supped. After supper, ta^ 
king his horae and erosdngi Tyne water to. go 
home, he rides throngh».shady piece of ahaugh, 
commonly called, AJlers, and tJie evening, b^iog 
somewhat daA, be met with some persons there 
that begat a dreadful consternation in him, which' 
fur the most part, be>would never reveal. This' 
was malum iecutum. When..h& came boajei tUe, 
servants observed, tereor and fear iu his cowte* 

■ Or ScoUiiih wBBidCTiDg beggtu*. 



nasce. Hie next day he beewne dUtracted, and 
WM bwrnd for gerersl days. His sister, the Lady 
Samnebton, hearing of it, was heard say, ' Sore- 
ly that knave Hatteraick is the cause of histroa- 
ble i call for him in all haste.' When he had come 
to her, ' Sandie,' says she, ■ what is this yon hare 
done to my brother William?' — ' I told him,' 
uys he, ' I should make him repent of his striking 
^ne at the yut, lately.' She, giving the rogne fair 
words, and promising him his pockfull of meal, 
with beef and cheese, persuaded the fellow to Give 
him again. He undertook the business ; ' but I 
must first,' says he, 'have one of his sarks' (shirts^ 
irhich was soon gotten. What pranks he plaic) 
with it GUinot be known ; but within a short 
while the gentleman recovered his health. When 
Hattertuck came to receive his wages, be told the 
lady, ' Yonr brother William shall quickly go off 
the cenntry, but shall never return.' She, know- 
mg the fellow's prophecies to hold true, caused 
the brother to make a disposition to her of all bis 
patrimony, to the defraading of his younger bro- 
ther, George. After that this warlock had abu- 
sed the country for a long time, he was at last 
apprehended at Dunbar, and bronf^ht into Edin- 
bargh, and burnt upon the Gastlehill."* 

Now, if Hatteraick was really put to death on 
such evidence, it ia worth while to consider what 
was its real amount. A hot-tempered swa^fferiug 
yonog gentleman horeewhips a beggar of ill iame 
for loitering about the gate of his sister's house. 
The beggar grumbles, as any man would. The 

' SbcUir'i SiUd's Inviitble WnU DiiatTend, p. 9S. 
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T9aiig mani-ridiug la the liglit, and probably in 
^quor, tfaroQgli a dork sbady place, is frightened 
by be would not, and probably could not, tell 
wha^ and baa a fever-fit. His siater employs the 
wizard to take off the spell according to bis pro- 
feasioQ ; and here is damnum minatum, el malum 
tecutum, and all legal canse for burning a man to 
ashes I The vagrant Hatteraick probably kaet? 
something of the wild young man which might 
soon oblige him to leave the countrr ; and the sel- 
fish Lady Samiielston, learninB;' tne probability 
of his departure, committed a^aud wnicb ought 
to have rendered her evidence inadmissible. 

Besides these particular disadvantages, to which, 
the parties accused of this crime iii Scotland were 
necessarily exposed, bothjin relation to the judi- 
cature by which they were tried, and the evideoce 
upon which they were convicted, their situation 
was rendered intolerable by the detestation in 
which they were held by all ranks. The gentry 
bated them, because the diseases and death of 
their relations and children were often imputed 
to them; the grossly superstitious vulgar nb- 
borred them with stJll more perfect dread and 
loathing. And amongst those natural feelings, 
others of a less pardonable description found 
means to shelter themselves. In one case, we are 
informed by Mackenzie, a poor girl was to die 
for witchcraft, of wh^m the real crime was, that 
she bad attracted too great a share, in the lady's 
opinion, of the attention of tne laird. 

Having thus given some reasons why the pro- 
secutions for witchcraft in Scotland were so nu- 
merous and fatal, we return to the general hii- 
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tory of the trials recorded from the leign of Jamea 
V. to the Union of the kingdoniB. Through the 
reign of Queen Mary these trials for sorcery be- 
came numeronB, and the crime was suhjected to 
heavier punishment by the 73d act of her 9th 
Parliament. But when James VI. approached 
to years of discretion, the extreme anxiety which 
he displayed to penetrate more deeply into myg- 
teries which others bad regarded as a very mill- 
stone of obscurity, drew still larger attention to 
the subject. The sovereign had exhausted his ta- 
lents of investigation on the subject of iritch- 
craft, and credit was given to all who acted in de- 
fence of the opinions of the reigning prince. This 
natural tendency to comply with the opinions of 
the sovereign, was mudt augmented hy the dispo- 
sition of tlie Kirk to the same sentiments. We 
have already said that these venerable persons en- 
tertained, with good faith, the general erroneous 
belief respecting witchcraft, — regarding it indeed 
as a crime whii-h affected their own order more 
nearly than others in the state, since, especially 
called to the service of heaven, tliey were pecu- 
liarly bound to oppose the incursions of Satan. The 
works which remain behind them show, among 
better things, an unhesitating belief in what were 
called hy them " special providences ;" and this - 
was equalled, at least, by t^ir credulily as to the 
actual interference ofevif^rits in lhe.affairs of 
this world. Theyap^ed these principles of belief 
to the meanest causes. A horte falling lame was a 
snare of the devil, to keep the good clergytnan 
from preaching ; the arrival of n skilful JEarrier 
was accounted a special providence, to defeat the 
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pdFpose of Satan. This yraa, doabtlees, in a ge- 
oeral sense true, since nothiag can happen without 
the foreknowlfidg^e and will of Heaven ; but we 
are anthorized to beliere that the period of en- 
pernataralinterfereitce has long passed away.aiid 
tkattbe great CreatontMnntent to execute liispur- 
poses by the operation of those laws which in- 
finenceuie general course of nature. Our ancient 
Scottish divines thunght otherwise. Surrounded, 
as they conceived themselves, by the snares and 
temputioas of bell, and relying on the aid of 
Heaven; tbey entered into war with the kingdom 
of Satan, as the (^nsad^'a of old invaded the land 
of Palestine, with the same confidence iil. the jua- 
tioe of their caase, and similar indifference con- 
cerning the feelings of those whom they accounted 
the enemies of God and man. We have already 
seen that even the conviction that a woman was in- 
BocOTit of the crime of witchcraft, did not indoce a 
worthy clergyman to use any effort to withdraw 
ber from the stake ; and in the same caHeetitm,* 
there occur some observable passages of Ood'a 
pwidenee to a godly minister, in giving him 
f fulltdearneas" concerning Bessie Grabame, sua^ 
pected of witchcraft, "nie whole detail is a curt- 
oua illustration of the spirit of ra'edulity which 
well-disposed men brou^t with them lo such in- 
vestigations, and bow easily the gravest doubts 
were removed, rather than a witch should be left 
undetected. 

■ Saton'B InvUlMe World, by Mr Geoi^e Sinclair. The 
atillior TTH Profnsor of Moral Fhlloaaphy in the Uaiver-' 
sltf of GUngow, uid afUrwarde minister of E»CWaod, is 
HcDfrewihlra. 

U, 
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Bessie Gralame bad been cotnntitted, it wonld 
>eem, under MKpicioDB «f no great wei^bt, since 
the minister, after various conferences, fonnd ber 
defence h«' sncces^ui, that be actually pitied her 
hard aaage, aod wished for her deiiTery from 
pneoK, especially as he doubted whether a ciril 
eooTt 'Would send hor to an asaiie, or whether 
an ag«iec< would be di^Msed to convict ben 
While' the 'minister trae in this doubt, a fellev 
iWBed Begg Was emplored as a skilful prickeif 
by whose anthoritf it is not said, be thnut a 
|tTeat brass pin up to the head in a wart on the 
woman's hack, which he affirmed to be the devtl'i 
mark. A commission was granl«d for trial ; but 
still the chief gentlemen in the county refused 
to aot, and the clergyman's own doubts w«>tt 
fu {totd being removvd. This pat the worthy 
BOan upon a solemn prayer to God, " that if he 
would find out a way for giving the minister 
fall' clearness of her guilt, be would acknowledge 
it as a singular faroor and mercy-" This, m>> 
eording to his idea, was accomplished in the fol- 
lowing manner, which he regarded as an answer 
tO'bisi prayer. -One evming the clei^yman, wiA- 
Alexander Simpson, the kirk-officer, and bis owa. 
servant, bad visited Bessie in her cell, to urge btr 
teoonfiasMon, but in vain. As tit/ej stood on the 
Btair-faead beb isd the door, they h eard the prisonert 
when they . had left aloHe in her place of confine* 
mimt, discoursing with another person, who nsed & 
^•w.aud ghostly tonet which the minister iratantly 
ntodgDisedas.tbeFMilFiend's voice. Butibrthw. 
sUsouTevy, w»sbauld Imve been of opinioa that 
Bessie 'Grahame talked: to hsrsd/t a* melaooMr 
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lind despuring: wretches u* in the habit of doings 
But BM Alexander Simeon pretended to uader- 
atand the sense of what was said within the cell^ 
Md the minister himsetf was {vetty sure he heu'd 
two voices at the same' time, he regarded (he OTer* 
hearing' this conT<aiUtioit as- the vnswer of -the 
Dcrity to his petition-^uid thenceforth was trOBi 
bted with no doubts- either as ta the reasonable- 
nets and propriety of fab prayer, or the guilt of 
Bettie Grahame, though she died obstinate, tmA 
would not confess ; nay, made a most decent and 
Christian end, acquitt^g her judges and jary ci 
her Mood, in respect of the strong delusion undet 
which they laboured. - 

Although tbemiatsterSi whose opinionsiwoFfl 
hut too strongly, oi^tU* bead, in correepondenoe 
with the prevailing supergtitimis of the people 
nourished, in the earlysy«t«in of church govern^ 
ment, a considerable desire to secure their own 
immunities and privileges as a i»tional chnrd', 
which failed not at last to be brought into con- 
tact witb the king's prerogative; yet, in the 
eariier part of his ragn, James, when freed from 
the influence of sudi a &voarit« as the profiigate 
Stuart, Eaxl of Arran, wns, in his personal qoa^ 
litie a, rather acceptable to (jie clergy of his king- 
dom and period. At his departing from Soot- 
land, on his romantteoKpedibon to bring bom«« 
consort irom Denmark, he very politically rs- 
commended to the c^rgy to contribute til titt» 
lay in their potrer id assist the dvil megisttatea, 
-and presetVe the' publi* peace of th» kingdom. 
1^ King, after hi* Return, aoknowledgadf with 
many thanks, tb»-CB*b whiehltheoliatgf bad be- 
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■towed in thie particular. Nor irere they iIbcIi 
in asauming the merit to thetDselrei, for tkey of- 
tw reminded bim, in their fotnre disoorda, that 
hia kingdom had never been so quiet as doriBg 
his voyage to Deomark, when the clergy werOf m 
a great measure, intnuted with the charge oi the 
pablic government. 

During the halcyon period of anion between 
kirk Mid king, their hearty agreement on th« 
nibject of witcJtcraft failed not to heat the firM 
againat the persons snipected of such iniquity. 
The clei^ considered that the Roman CathoUcs, 
their principal enemies, were equally devoted tA 
the devil, tne mass, and the witches, which, w 
their opinion, were mntoally associated t<^ther, 
and natural allies in the great cause of misehi^ 
On the other hand, the pedantic sovereign, ha- 
ving exercised his learning and ingenuity in th« 
Demonologia, considered the execution of every 
witch who was burnt, as a necessary conclosto* 
of his own royal syllogisms. The jurieswereabo 
afraid of the consequences of acquittal to thentr 
selves, being liable to suffer under an assize of 
error, should they be thought to have been un- 
justly merciful; and as the witches tried were p«r- 
sunally as insignificant as the char^ itself was 
odious, cher« was no restraint whatever I^H>n those 
in whose hands their fate lay, and there seld^ 
wanted some such confession as we have oft^ 
mentioned, or snoh evidence as that collected by 
the minister who overheard the dialogue between 
die witch aad her master, to salve their ««.- 
soenoest uid reconcile then to bring is a verdict 
-of Gudty. 



DEHONOLOAY AHD 

' The ejtecntion of witcbea l>eGame, for the§e 
reaeoas, very common in Scotluid, where the 
Idng seemed in some measare to hare made 
himself a farty in the cause, and the clerf^ es- 
teemed themBelves such from the very nature of 
their profesaioD. But the g'eneral spite of S^ 
tan and his adherents was supposed to be espe- 
cially directed against James, on account of hia 
match with Anne of Denmark — the union of a 
Protestant princess with a Protestant prince, the 
King of Scotland, and heir of BngUnd, being, it 
ootdd not be doubt«d, an event which struck tbe 
whole kingdom of darkness with alum. James 
was self-gratified by the unusoal spirit which he 
had displayed on bis voyage in quest of his bride, 
and well disposed to fancy that he had performed 
it in positive opposition, not only to the indirect 
poliey of Elizabeth, but to the malevolent pur- 
pose of hell itself. Hia fleet had been tempest* 
tost, and he very naturally believed that the Prince 
of the power of the air had been personally active 
on tbe occasion. 

Tbe principal person implicated in these here< 
tical and treasonable undertakings, was one Ag- 
nes Simps<«, or Samson, called the Wise Wife 
of Keith, and described by Archbisbop Spottis- 
wood, not as one of tbe base or ignorant class t^ 
ordinary witches, but a grave matron, composed 
and deliberate in her answers, which were all to 
some purpose. This grave dame, from the term 
of ber indictment, seems to have been a kind of 
white wit«h, affecting to cure diseases by words 
and charms, a dangerous profession considering 
the times in which she lived. Neither did she 
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always keep the right aWd tbritered siiie of tbe 
laM'in «i)ch delicate operStiMM. One lirtide' 0f 
Iter ]ndicl(tientprove8"lfait,'Biid'ilt the Mmetime 
«at^bli8hes, tliaetbc Wise W«inanef Keith knew 
Ikil^totarn her profe«si«n tb-dtM<ti>iit ; for, bbing 
-bMsoltetl iti theillnesa'ttfilmbiAiHamiitoBi sto 
^av0 her opinion, thaf i)<nbing"ediild amend bw 
UtlleHs the devil was rtiiB«d|"&nd'the< sick womtui^B 
itfsband startliiif^at Ihe proposal^' and being' id- 
diluent perhaps abbut thdastoc, inoyld not be- 
■atowthe necessary e!xpeMM,wfaereHpon the Whie 
Wiiii -^eftised to raise tfaedevil, and the pittient 
SM. Ttiirn>onianV(H'prin«ipH(l>' engaged ittiftt 
M^ensTVe conspiracy' to destFoy the fleet of tHe 
i^tieM hy raising a tempeM ; and to take the kiB^ 
We byanointing hisfiflca'witb poisonona tHate- 
MbIb, and' by cmtBCmctin^ figures of clay, t« be 
«toat^ and tormented Hi'ter the usaal iBshkm 4f 
■necromancy. ' ' —'..,. 
'" Aiasohgst hee KsAclates WAS an unhappy' lady 
^t tnucb higher degVetf.- iThis was Dame Ba* 
flhtKle MacCakean, ibe 'Hdcnr of^ Senator of the 
-€071^ Af Janice, tH^'b. fvrmm infinitely above 
4b« rank of the o4»cutv"wiMbeB''#itti whom iUke 
-Was jtflmd iwhererfiiw.'liMnPitcairR flopponw, 
Ihat this connexion may hare arisen from hcr 
tfMtotiott to the €«th(di«faHb/'tRKl'4Mr friendship 
»i"lihe Ewlof BotftweiiJ ■ . ■ 

'Th& third pei^ftn'in' itlki8"BittglilBr leagns «f 
Ml«erers, was Doctor Jtrfin Fian; otherwise OttiK 
ttiHjgflMme, w^O'MiiS' BehdolmaetM< at TraHat, 
Md %HJoye4«ueh'hMaT<d«)U«'rey4«atioii aaa wmr- 
Jock. Tills man was made the hero of the whole 
tale of necromancy, maNacooaiU of it published 
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U IjiMidoD, tmi eMitladfi^'iNwwsfcom Scotland," 
<*rh«li"hag b«en JMely npvinted hy tbe Rox' 
bnt^he Clab. It ie reiDirkable, tbat tbe Scuttiak 
-witchcrafu were Bot Vhoi^bt sbfficiantlybonrihls 
jiy tile editor t>f this traet,with»wtcad(lii)gto thaiB 
tie stoiy of » philtfd heing.appli^ ta«eow'HJtlur 
•Mtead «f thut «f the yming woman far. whcuR it 
•was deaigned, and telltag hov the aoimftl .cftine 
lowing «fter tke-aoreerer to bis HchoolcoOBi daw, 
iike a second PMiphBe,^ the ori^oal of whuih 
oktirni Doeur* ia the story ^f Apuleiug.* .< .. ., ■ 
• ■ -Besides tfaese pensont, there wa* one Barbmm 
'Mspiw, aliu Dui^Ue, a-penon o£ some rank; 
4teilli8 Danum, % rery actire witch, and about 
'tfairty other poor «renUue» of tbe lowest eoodi- 
-twa, — amon^thvreet.aod doorkeeper to the can- 
-«lwre, a sillyuld plongbmarvealled as his ui^koaine 
'fintymeal, who >ras<eitffed% the devil foraay- 
-inffsimply, " God bless the king I'' .,.,.. 
' When tkm monwck. ftf ^ScetUnd sprang, this 
Mfong cftVey of hi«faToucit«||am0i tbeya^'ordgd 
■tbe.^ry Ootincil.ABd Jbimepartior.tbe/gimtQst 
part of the renaining iviiiter. .. Hb attended on 
(be examiaalMns'ihinMelf,! ami byono jneaas.ior 
vtliefy they ware iattiffersady w«ll, dteaaed tA his 

falate. ' i . ' ,. 

< Agnea SBmpMn.lifae graTe'inatr«n befflr^-nieB- 
tioned, after being an hour turtarad by the<twj«t- 
ing of » cord Broundi faer head, a£uording.t9 tbe 
cDstotn of tlie Bucdaneera, confessed that .sh^bad 
conanlted with «ne Richard -Grdhame .c«p$sni' 
ing the probable da ngth of the. king's life,<Aad 
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the means of HhoTteninr it. Bat Satan, to whom 
they at length resorted for advice, told them m 
French respecting King Jamee, JleUvn Aomme 
deDieu. Tfaepoorwoman also acknowledged that 
she had held a meeting with those of her -sister- 
faood, who bad charmed a cat by certaia ^dli* 
having four ioints of men knit to its feet^ wUek 
they threw inUi the sea to excite a tevpwt. 
Another frolic they had, when, like the weird 
sisters in Macbeth, they embarked in sieves with 
much mirth and jollity, the Fiend rolling hi nudf 
before them apon the waves, dimly seen, and re- 
sembling B hng« haystack in siie and appear- 
ance. Tbey went un board of a foreign ship 
liobly laded with wines, where, iuTisible to the 
crew, they feasted till the sport grew tiresoma, 
and then Satan sunk the reaeel and oil on board. 
Fian, or Cunninghame, was also visited by the 
sharpest tortures, ordinary and extraordioarjr. 
The naiU were torn from his fingers with BmitJu' 
pincers ; pins vrere dnven into the plaees which 
the nails usually defended; his knees wareerasbed 
in the boott, his finger bones were splintered in the 
pilniewinks. At length his ctmstancy, hitherto 
sustained, as the bystanders supposed, by the 
help of the devil, was fairly overcome, and he 
■sre an acconnt of a great witch-meeting at North 
Berwick, where they paced round the chnrdi 
mlbenhimtt, that is, in reverse of the motion of 
the sun. Fian then blew into the luck of the 
church-door, whereupon the bolts g»re wBy. the 
unhallowed crew entered, and deir mastor the 
devil speared to his servants in the eh^te of a 
black man occupying the pulpit. He was nlnted 
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nith Dn " Hail) Master]" bat the oompaDy were 
diMatisfied with his not baviD^ brought a picture 
of the Icing, repeatedly promiaed, which was to 
place his majeBty at the mercy of tliis iuferual 
drew. Tlte devil was particularly upbraided 
tm this subject by dirers respectable- Wking fe- 
males, — no question, Euphane AlacCaliean, Bar- 
bara Napier, Agnes Sampson, and some other 
amateur witch abore tboee of the ordinary pro- 
feasion. The devil, on this memorable occasion) 
forgot himself, and called Pian by his own nanu^ 
instead of the demoniacal tebriquet of Rob tbe 
RowsT, which bad been assigned tobim as Master 
of tbe RowB) or Rolls. This was considered as 
bad taate, and the rule is stJll observed at every 
rendezvous of forgers, amag^luv, or tbe like, 
wliere it is accounted very indifferent manners to 
name an individual by his own name, ia case of 
affording ground of evidence which may upon a 
day oftntd be bronght against kirn. Satan, somo- 
tbing disconcerted, cendnded tbe evening with a 
divwtisement and a daooe after his own manner. 
The former eonaisted in disintwring a new-bu- 
ried corpse, and dividing it in fragments amow 
tbe companyt and the ball was ratuntained by weU- 
nigb two hundred persons, wW danced a rii^ 
duce, singing thia cnaaU— 



After this choral exhibition, tbe music seemi 
to have been rather imperfect, the number of dan- 
cers considered. Geillis Duncan was the only 
iaitmmental performer, aiid she played on a Jew • 
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harp, Cblled in Bcotl&nd a trump. t)r Fiad', jaiit- 
fled, led the ring', and-was highly honcmred, ge- 
Werally beting as clerk or i«corder, a» above meii» 
tinned. 

Kitt^ James was deqily interested in dies« 
UyBterloDs tneetingg, and took great delig:ht to be 
pre^eitt at ttie exaiuinationg of the accused. Ht 
Rent fin* Oelllis Dnncan, and caused her to ftuif 
]>efore him the same tune to which Satan and bil 
eompanions led the brawl in North Berwick 
churchyard.* His ears were gratified in anothtt 
way, for at this meeting it was said the witcfaM 
dtmanded of the devil why he did bear »nch «^ 
mityagainst the king? who returned the fiaMwn- 
iiw; answer, that the king was the greatest enemy 
wnom he had in the world. ' 

Almost all these -poor wretches were execu- 
ted, nor did Euphane MacCalxean's station in 
life Bare her from the common doom, which wai 
-strangting to death, and burning to ashes Ihcv^ 
after. The majority of the jary whii^ tatA 
Barbara Napier, having acquitted her of aUen^ 
ance at the North Berwick meeting, w«re tbcd^ 
■etves threatened with a trial tbr wilful •mt>ie 
spon an axsiae, and coold only escape finim aavtn 
i»(istire and puntshment by pleading Guilty, and 
snlnnitting themselves to the king's pleaMia. 

* The music of this ntiteh tune ia unhappilf loet. But 
[hat of anotli^, bcllcTed to have been popular on meh 6e- 
easloni, to prwerred. ' 

The silly bit chicken, gu cast her a pkklc, ' ' 

And ihs will grow mickle, 

And ih* vlll do gogd, - -. 
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Tbif Ttgotom and iniquitoaB oon^iKt ihotrs » aat- 
fcieiit r«aaon why there should b« so few acqniu 
tiis from a charge of witehoikli, where the juiiM 
irere ho mncli at the mercy of the crown. 

••' It would be di^nstivg to foUow tWnuineiloiU 
«uee ht which the same unifoniih nredulitf r I'm 
same extorted canfewivna, the same prtjttdioed 
and exaggerated evidence, oanduded in the aame 
trBg«dyat the stake and the pile. The ^ter» 
^»9 and trenching which lately took pj&ce t9t 
the pnrpose of improving the Caatlehill of Sdis- 
•^■rgh, displayed the ashes ef the numbers who . 
had perished in this manner, of whom a la^ 
proportion most have^ been executed betwaen 
1690, whffli the great diBoorery was nade contwn^ 
ing Enphane MacCalaean, and the Wise Wife of 
Keitii, and their accomplioes, and the anion of the 
trowns. 

• 'N«rdid King James's removal to England oef- 
t^ tUfl horrible pereeciitioa. In Sir Thomas 
'Hamilton's Minutes of Proceedings in the Privy 
fioBticil, there occurs a uagular entry, eviaetBR 
pfainly that the Earl of Mar, Mid others of Jamea a 
CSauaoil, were becoming fall y senuUe of the des- 
perate iniquity and inhumanity of tbeie proceed 
ings. I have moderniaed the spelling, thatthis 
<|i^aIlMg record may he legiUe taall my readcM. 
"1608, December 1. TheEsrlofMar^eclared 
to the Council, that soiqe women were'Jkken in 
Broughton as witches, and being put to an assise, 
and convicted, albeit they persevered constant in 
their deoial to the end, yet they were, burned 
quick [o/ife], after such a cruel manner, that 
some of them died, in despair, renouncing and 
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blaspheming [God] ; and others, half burned, 
'hrok out of the fire,* and were cast quick ia it 
ugain, till they were burned to the death." 

This singular document shows, that even in the 
reign of Junes, so soob as his own august per- 
son was remored from f^inbnrgh, his dutifal 
Frivy Council began to think that they had supC 
full with horrors, and were satiated with I 
■excess of cruelty, which dashed half-cons 
wretches back into the flames irom which tbey 
were striving to esc^e. 

But the picture, howevermoch it may have been 
disgusting and terrifying to the Council at the 
time, and though the intention of the entry upon 
the records was obviously for the purpose of pro- 
Tenting such horrid cruelties in future, had no 
lasting effect on the course of justice, as the sevo- 
rities against witches were most unhappily still 
considered necessary. Through the whole of the 
sixteeoth, and the greater part of the BeyenteBii& 
century, little abatemeot in the perseeutieu of 
this metaphysical crimeof witchcraft CBD be tnced 
in the kingdom. Even while the IndepeodisntB 
lietd the reing of government, Cromwell himself, 
and his major-generals sod substitutes) wm 
i^liged to please the common people of Scotland 
by abandoning the victims accused of witchcrafi 
to tfae power of the lav, though the joninals of 

* I am obli^ to tlw kiodntu of Mr Pitc&lrn tor tbli 

dogular exti'Dct The soutbera reader must be informed, 

that the jurisdictioa or regalitf of Braughton embraced 
Holyrood, CanoDgate, I^ith, and other suburban parts of 
EdlnbarEh, and bore the nme relatioD to t^K titj M tke 
borough of SaathwaA to LoDdoo. 
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the time expreiB the horrorand Aiagaat mib whidi 
the English lectariBiiB beheld a practice so incon- 
BUtent with their own humane priociple of nai- 
vertal toleration. 

Instead of plunging into a historj of these 
eVents, wfaivb, generally qteaking, are in detail 
H monotonous as they are meluicholy, it may 
amnse the reader to confine the narrative to a 
■ingle trial, having in the course of it some pe- 
cnliar and romantic events. It is the tale <a a 
sailor's wifet more tragic in its event than that of 
the chestnut-mnncher in Macbeth.* 

M&rgaret Barclay, wife of Archibald Dein, 
burgess of Irvine, had been slandered by her 
siater-in-law, Janet Lyal, the spoase of John 
Dein, brother of Arclubald, and by John Dein 
himself, as guilty of some ttct of theft. Upon this 
provocation Margaret Barclay raised an action of 
■lander before the church court, which prosecn- 
tioa, after some procednre, the kirk-sessiau dis- 
charged, by directing a reconciliation between th« 
parties. ISevertheleaa, although the two women 
aho^k hands before the court, yet the said Mar- 
garet Barclay declared that she gave her hand 
only in obedience to the kirk-session, hut that 
she still retained hee hatred and ill-will against 
John Dein, and bis wife, Janet Lyal. About 
this time the bark of John Dein wa* about to 
•ail for France, and Andrew Train, or Tran, 
Provost of the burgh of Irvine, who was ta 

' A cop7 of tb« record of the trial, which took place Id 
Aynblre, was sent to me by ■ ftiend, who withheld hli 
Bsme, N that 1 cui only thank him In thii gtutal lo- 
knowledgment. 
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owner of the reisel, went with him tb flnpef' 
intend the commercial part of the Toyag'e. Tiro 
Other merchftnta of some conseqaence went in 
the same vessel, with a sufficient number of ms-- 
riners. Mar^ret Barclay, the revengeftil per* 
eon already mentioned, was beard to impreciitA 
curses upon the provost's arg^osy, pmyrng to 
God that sea nor salt-water mi^ht never bear tbo 
ship, and that partans (crabs) might eat the crew 
at the bottom of the sea. 

When, under these auspices, the ship was ab- 
sent on her voyage, a vagabond fellow, nam^ 
John Stewart, pretendins to have knowledge of 
jugglery, and to possess the power of a Hpaeman, 
came to the residence of Tran, the provost, and 
dropped explicit hints that the ship was lost, and 
that the good woman of the house was a widow. 
The sad truth was afterwards learned on more 
certain information. Two of the seamen, after • 
space of doubt and anxiety, arrived with the me- 
lancholy tidings that the baric, of which John I>eia 
was skipper, and Provost Tran part owner, had 
been wrecked on the coast of England, near Pad- 
stow, when all on board had been lost, escept tbt 
two sailors who brought the notice. Suspicion of 
sorcery, in those days easily awakened, was fixed 
on Margaret Barclay, who had imprecated corse* 
on the ahip, and on John Stewart, the jurgler, 
who had seemed to know of the evil fate of the 
voya^ before he coiild hare become acquainted 
wnhithynatDral means. 

Stewart, who was first apprehended, acknow- 
ledged that lUargarat Barclay, tJie other ins- 
pected person, had applied to him to teach bar 
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some ma^c arts, " in order that she might get 
^ear, kyea milk, lore of tnsD, her heart's desire 
on HQch persoDs as had done her wrong, and, 
finally, that she might obtain the fruit uf sea ami 
land. ' Stewart declared that he denied to Mar- 
garet that he poasessed the said arts himself, or 
had the power of commnnioating them. So far 
was well; but, tme or false, he added a string 
of circumstances, whether Tolnntarily decland 
or extracted by torture, which t«nded to fix the 
causa of the loss of the bark on Margaret Bar- 
olay. He had come, he said, to this woman's 
house iu Irvine, shortly after the ship set smI 
from itarboar. He went to Mai^ret's house by 
night, and found her engaged, with other two 
women, in making clay figures ; one of the figures 
was made handsome, wiUi Jait hair, supposed to 
r^resent Provost IVan. They then proceeded 
to mould a figure of a ship in clay, and during 
this labour the devil appeued to the company in 
the shape of a handsome black lap-dog, such as 
ladies use to keep.* He added, that the whole 
party left the house together, and went into an 
empty wastehonee nearer the seaport, wliich hoase 
Ite pointed out to the city magistrates. From 
this boose they went to the sea-side, followed by 
the black lap-dog aforesaid, and cast in the figures 
of clay representing the ship and the men ; after 
which the sea raged, roared, and became red like 
tbejnice of madder in a dyer's cauldron. 

This confession having been extorted from the 

* Thb mafrtnilDdtlM reader •fCnotcAINsife^Mm' 
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unfortonate jaggler, the female acqm 
Margaret Barclay were next convened, that he 
might puist uat her associates in funning the 
cbaroi, when he pitched upon a woman called 
Isobel Insh, or Taylor, who resolutely denied 
having ever seen bita before. She was impri- 
ioned, however, in the belfry of the church. 
An addition to the evidence against the poor 
old wom^i Insh was then procured from her 
own daughter, Margaret Tailzeour, a child of. 
eight yean old, who lived as servant with Mar* 
nicet Barclay, the person principally accused. 
This child, who was keeper of a baby belong- 
ing to Margaret Barclay, tither from terror, er 
the innate love of falsehood, which we have ob- 
served as proper to childbood, declared, that she 
was present when the fatal models of clav were 
formed, and that in' plunging them in the sea. 
Mai^aret Barclay her mistress, and her mother 
Isobel losh, were assisted by another woman, 
and a girl of fourteen years old, who dwelt at 
the town-head. Xiegally considered, the evidence 
of this child was contradictory, aud inconsistent 
with the confession of the juggler, for it assigned 
other particulars, and dramatis persona in many 
respects different. But all was accounted snffi- 
ciently regular, especially since the giri failed 
not to swear to the presence of the black dog, to 
whose appearance she also added the additional 
terrors of that of & block man. The dog alao^ 
according to her account, emitted flashes from 
its jaws and nostrils, to illuminate the witches da- 
ring the performance of the spell. The child 
maintained this story even to her mother's face, 
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only aQegituf that Isobel Inah remtuned behind 
ia the wastehoate, and was not present when the 
images were put into Uie sea. For her own coun- 
tenance and presence on the occasion, and to en- 
sure her secrecy, her mistress promised her a 
pair of new shoes. 

John Stewart, being; re-examined, and confront- 
ed with the (diild, was easily compelled to allow 
that the " little smatchet" was there, and to ^iTe< 
that marrellons account of his correspondence 
with Eifland, which we have noticed elsewhere. 

The conspiracy thaa far, as they conceived, 
disclosed, the magistrates and ministers wrought 
hard with Isobel Insh,' to preTail npon her to tell' 
the troth ; and she at length acknowledged her 
presence at the time when the models of the ship 
and mariners were destroyed, hut endearonred so 
to modify her declaration as to deny all personal 
accession to the gailt This poor creature almost 
admitted the enpematural powers imputed to her, 
promising Bailie Dunlop, (also a mariner,) by 
whom she was imprisoned, that if he would dia- 
miss her, he shoidd never make a bad voyage, 
bat hare success in all his dealings by sea and 
land. She was finally brought to promise, that 
she would fully confess the whole that she knew 
of the affair on the morrow. 

But finding herself in so hard a strait, the 
imfortunatfl woman made use of the darkness 
to attempt an escape. With this view she got 
out by a back window of the Iralfry, although, 
says the report, there were '■ iron bolts, locks, 
and fetters on her;" and attained the roof of the 
church, where, losing her footing, she austabed. 
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a severe &11, and was grt»tif brnisecL Being up* 
prehended, Bailie Dunlop ^ain urged her to con- 
fess ; but the poor woman was determined to tup' 



peal to a more merciful tribonal, and maintained 
her innocence to the last minute of her life, denjr. 
ing all that she had formerly admitted, and dying 
fire days after her fall from the roof of the church. 
The inhabitants of Irrine attribnted her death' 

: The scene began to thicken, for a commission' 
wai granted for the trial of the two remaining' 

Srsons accused, namely, Stewart the JDn;ler, and 
argaret Barclay. The day of trial being ar< 
rived, the following gingalar events took place, 
which we give as stated in the record : — 
■ " My Lord and Earl' of Eglintoune (who 
dwells within the space of one mile to the said 
burgh) having come to the said burgh at the 
earnest request of the said Justices, for giving to 
them of his lordship's countenance, concurrence,: 
and assistance, in trying of the foresaid devilish 
practises, conform to the tenor of the foresaid 
commission, the said John Stewart, for his better 
preserving to the day of the assize, was put in a 
snre lockfost booth, where no manner of person' 
might hare access to him till the downsitting of 
the Justice Court, and for avoiding of putting' 
violent hands on himself, he was very strictly 
guarded, and fettered by the arms, as use is. And ' 
upon that same day of the assize, about half an' 
hour before the downsitting of the Justice Court] 
Mr David Dickson,- minister at Irvine,' and Mr 
George Dunbar, minister of Air, having gone to 
him, to exhort him to call on his God foi mercf < 
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for his bygone wicked and evil life, and that God 
wooid of his infinite mercy loose him out of the 
bonds of the devil, whom he had served these 
many years bygone, he acquiesced in their prayer 
and godly exhortation, and uttered these words ; 
' I am so straitly gnarded, that it lies not in my 
power to get my hand to take off my bonnet, nor 
to gat bread to my mouth.' And immediately af- 
ter the departing of the two Ministers from him,' 
the jaggler being sent'for at the desire of my Lor^ 
of Eglintonne, to be confronted with a woman of 
the burrh of Air, called Janet Bous, who was ap- 
prehended by the magistrates of the bnrgh of Air 
for witchcn^ and sent to the burgh of Irvine 
purposely for that a£l«ir, he was found by the 
burgh officers who went about him, strangled and 
hanged by the cmik of tbe-door, with it kUt of. 
hemp, or a string made of hemp, supposed to. 
have been his garter, or string of his bonnet, not 
above the length of two span long, his knees-' 
not being from the ground half a span, and was 
brought out (if the house, his life not being to-' 
tally expelled. Bat, notwithstanding of whatso- 
ever means nsed in' the contrary for remeid of 
his lifo, he revived not, but so ended bis life mise- 
titily, by the help of tbe devil his master, 

" And because there was then only in life the 
said Mai^aret Bai'clay, and that tbe persons sum- 
moned to ^ass.upon her assize, and upon the as- 
size of the juggler, who, by the help of the devil 
bis master, had pnt violent hands on himself, 
were all present within the said burgh ; therefore, 
■sid for eschewing ofthe like in the person of the 
■ud Mwgaret, oar sovereign lords jostices in 
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that part, partioularly aboTe-Damed, cottBtitnted 
by commisaioii, after Bolenm deliberatiaa and 
advice of the said oobU lord, whose concurrenoe 
and advice was i^iefly required and taken in 
this matter, conduded with all possible diligeaoe 
before the down^tting of the Justice Court, to 
put the said Mai^^aret is tortare ; in respect the 
devil, by God's permissian, had made her aaso- 
dates, who were the lights of the cause, to be 
their own burrioeg, (slayers). They used the tor- 
ture nnderwritten as being most safe and gently 
(as the said noble lord assured the sud justices,) 
by putting of her two bare legs in a pair <^ 
stocks, and thereafter by onlaying of certain iron 
gauds (bars) severally one byone,BDdtheneiking 
and augmenting the weight by laying on more 
gauds, and in easing ofher by offlalung of the iron 
gauds one or more, as occasion offered, which iron 
gauds were but little short gauds, and broke not 
the skia of her legs, &c 

" After using of the which kind of gei^ tor- 
ture, the siud Margaret began, according to the 
increase of the pain, to cry, and crave for Crod'a 
cause to take off her shins the foresaid irons, and 
she should declare truly the whole matter. Which 
being removed, she began at her former denial i 
And being of new assayed in torture as of .befoir, 
she then ottered these words : ' Take off, take 
off, and before God I shall show you the whole 
form!' 

" And the said irons being of new, npon bw 
Aiithfull promise, removed, uicf then desired my 
Lord of £glintoDne, the said four justices, and 
the said Mr , David Dickson, mimster of (be 
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bnr^h, Mr Geoi^ Dunbar, rainister of Ajrr, and 
Mr Mitchell Wallace, rniniiter of Kilmarnock, 
and Mr Jofan Cnnninghame, minister of Dairy, 
*nd Ho^h Kennedy, proTOit of Ayr, to come by 
themselveH, and to remoTe all others, and she 
sbonld declare tmly, as gbe ihould answer to 
God, tbe wbole matter. Whose desire in that 
being fnldlled, ahe made ber confession in thia 
manner, bat (i. e. withoat) any kind of demand, 
&eely, without inl«rro^tion ; God's name by 
earnest prayer being called upon for opening of 
ber lips, and easing of her heart, that she, hy 
rendering of tbe truth, might glorify and minify 
bis boly name, and disappoint the enemy of ber 
salvation." — Trial <^ Mary aret Bardm/, ^c. 1618. 
Margaret Barclay, who was a yonng and lively 
person, bad hitherto conducted herself like a pas* 
sionate and high.tempered woman innocently bc- 
ensed, and tbe only appearance of conviction ob- 
tained against her was, that she carried about her 
rowan-tree and coloured thread, to make, as sbo 
said, her cow g^ve milk, when it began to ful. But 
the genlie torture — a strange junction of words- 
recommended as an anodyne by the good Lord 
^tioton — the placing, namely, ber legs in the 
stocks, and loading her bare shins with bars of iron, 
overcame ber rescdation ; when, at ber screams and 
deolarationt tbat she was willing to tell all, tbe 
weights were removed. She then told a story of 
destroying the ship of John Dein, afBrming, tbat 
it was with tbe purpose of killing only her bro- 
tber-in-law, and Provost Tran, and saving tbe rest 
of the crew. She at the same time involved in the 
guilt Isobel Crawford. Thispoorwomanwaaalso 
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iippr^nded, and, in great terror, confessed the 
imputed crime, retorting the principal blame on 
Marg&ret Barclay henelf. The trial was then ap- 
pointed to proceed, when Alexander Dein, the 
husband of Margaret Barclay, appeared in court 
with a lawyer to act in his wife's behalf. Appa- 
rently, the sight of her husband aw.akened Bome 
hope and desire of life, for when the priscmer was 
nslied by the lawyer whether she wished to b« 
defended P she answered, ■' As yon please. Bqt 
all I hare coofest was in agony of torture; and, 
before God, all I hare spoken is false and urn- 
true." . To which she pathetically added—" Ye 
have been too long in coming." . - - 

. The jury, nnmoved by tbeee affecdng" circum* 
stances, proceeded upon the principle. that the 
confession of the accused could notWconsidered 
as made under the influence of tortnre, unco die 
bars were not actually upon her limbs at the'tiDM 
it was delirered,altholigh they were.placedat her 
elbow ready to be again laid on her bare shins, if 
she was less explicit in her declaration than her 
auditors wished. On thisnise distinction, they in 
one voice found Margaret Barclay gnilty. It is 
singular ^at she should hare again returned to 
Iier confession after sentence, and died affirming 
it ; — the explanation of which, however, might 
be,' either that she had really in her ignorance and 
ifolly tampered with some. idle spells, or that an 
apparent penitence for her offence, however ima* 
^nary, was the only roode in which she conid 
obtain any share of public sympathy at her death, 
or a portion of the prayers of the .clergy and 
congregation, which, in. her circnm stances, she 
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tttight be wilting to purobsse, even by confession 
of wbat all believed respecting' her. It is re- 
morkable, that she earnestly entreated the maffis- 
trates that no harm should be done to laobol 
Crawford, the woman whom she had herself ac- 
cnsed. This unfortunate young creature was 
itrangled at the stake, and her body burnt to 
ashes, having' died with many expressions of reli- 
gion and penitence. 

It was one fatal consequence of these crael per* 
secutions, that one pile was usually lighted at the 
embers of aaother. Accordingly in the present 
case, three rictims having already perished by 
this accusation, the magistrates, incensed at the 
nature of the crime, so perilous as it seemed to 
men of a maritime life, and at the loss of several 
fiiends of their own, one of whom had been their 
principal magistrate, did not forbear to insist 
Bgftinst Isohel Crawford, inculpated by Margaret 
Barclay's confession. A new commission was 
granted for her trial, and after the assistant mi- 
nister of Irvine, Mr David Dickson, had made 
earnest prayers to God for opening her obdurate 
and closed heart, she was subjected to the tor- 
tare of iron bars laid upon her bare shins, her 
feet being in the stocks, as in the case of Mar- 
garet Barclay. 

She endured this torture with incredible firm- 
ness, since she did " admirably, without any kind 
of din or exclamation, suffer above thirty stone 
of iron to be laid on her legs, never slirinking 
thereat in any tort, bat remaining, as it were, 
steady." Bat in shifting the situation of the 
iron bars, and removing them to another part of 



her shinB, her ctnutancy gar« way ; sbe broke out 
into horrible cries (though not more than three 
bars were then actually on her person) of — " Tak 
aff — tak aff I" On being relieved from the torture, 
she mode the usual confesiion of all that she wu 
chareed with, and of a connexion with the devil 
which had subsisted for several years. Sentence 
waa given against her accordingly* After thii 
had been denounced, she openly dented all her 
former oonfessionB, and died without any sign of 
repentance, offering repeated interruption to the 
mmister in hig prayer, and absolutely refusing to 
pardon the executioner. 

This tragedy happened in the year 1613, and 
recorded as it is very parUcnlarly, and at consi- 
derable length, forms the most detailed specimen 
I have met with, of a Scottish trial for witchcraft, 
^illustrating, in particular, how poor wretchea, 
abandoned, as they conceived, by God and the 
world, deprived of all human sympathy, and ex- 
posed to personal tortnres of an acute descrip- 
tion, became disposed to throw away the livei 
that were rendered bitter to them, by a voluntary 
confession of guilt, rather than struggle hopelessly 
against so many evils. Four persons here lost 
their lives, merely because the throwing gome clay 
models into the sea, a fact told differently by the 
witnesses who spoke of it, corresponded with the 
season, for no day. was fixed, in which a partion* 
lar vessel was losL It is scarce possible that, after 
reading such a story, a man of sense can listen fot 
an instant to the evidence founded on confeirioiu 
thus obtained, which has been almost the sotersa" 
•on by which a few individoals, even ia modera 
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times, faftve endearoured to jottify a belief in the 
Mciitence of witchoraft. 

Thereanh of the judicial examinntionof a ori- 
minal, when extorted by inch means, is the moit 
■lupicioas of all eridence, and even when Tolnn- 
tarily ^ren, is learce adminible, without the cor- 
robtwation of other teitimony. 

We might here take leave of our Scottish his- 
tory of witebcraft, by barely mentiouingthat many 
hundreds, nay perhaps thousands, lost their lirea 
during; two centnriei, on such charges and such 
evidence as proved the death of those persons in 
the trial of the Irvine witches. One case, how- 
ever, is BO mnch distinguished by fame amon^ 
the nomerous instances which occurred in Scot- 
tish history, that we are under the necessity of 
bestowinga fewwords upon those celebrated per- 
sons. Major Weir and Ms sister. 

The case of this notorious wizard was remark- 
ablechiefly from bis being amao of some condition, 
(the son of a gentleman, and hii mother a lady 
of family in Clydesdale,) which was seldom the 
case with those that fell under simitar acona^ 
tions. It was also remarkable in his case th^ 
he had been a Covenanter, and peculiarly attach-* 
ed to that eanse. In the years of the Common- 
wealth, this man was tcusted and employed by 
those who were then at the head of a£drs, and 
was, in )64i9, commander of the (Sty-guard of 
EUinburgh, which procured him his title of Mi^ 
jor. In this capacity he was understood, as yrtm 
indeed implied in the duties of that officer at the 
period, to be very strict in executing severity 
igwn such Royalists as fdl under his military 
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cbat^e. It appean that the Major, with a maid- 
en sister who had kept his house, was snhject to 
fits of melancholic Innacy, an infixmity easily re- 
concilable with the fbrnial pretences which be 
made to a high show of religions leaL He waa 
peculiar, in his ^ift of prayer, and as was the en»- 
tom of the period,. was often called to ezerciis 
this talent by the hedaide of sick person's, until it 
came to be.obserred, that, by some association, 
which it is more easy to conceive than to explain, 
be could not pray with the same warmth and 
fluency of expression, unless when he had in hia 
hand a stick of peculiar shape and appeanmoe,' 
which he generally walked with. It was noticed, 
in short, that when this stick was taken from him, 
Us wit and talent appeared to forsake hiin. This 
Major Weir was seized hy the magistrates on a 
strange whisper that became corrent respecting 
vile practices, which he seems to have admitted 
without, either shame or contrition. The dis- 
gusting profligacies which he confessed, were of 
such a character, that it may^e charitably hoped 
most of them were the fruits of a deprared 
imagination, though he appears to have been in 



ed solemnly that he had not confessed the hun- 
dredth part of the crimes which he had committed. 
From this time he would answer do interroga- 
tory, nor would he Iiave recourse to prayer, ar- 
guing, that as he had no hope whatever of esca- 
ping SataUrthere was no need of incensing him hjr 
Tain efibrts at repentance. His witchcraft seems 
to hare been taken for grant«d on his own confes- 
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lioQ ; aa his indicttnent was chiefly founded on the 
Mme document, in which he alleged he had never 
Been the deril, but any feeling he bad of him was 
in the dark. He received sentence of death, which 
he suffered IStb'April, 1670, at the GalIow>hill, 
between Leith and Eklinborgh. He died so stu- 
pidly sullen and impenitent, as to justify the opit 
oion that be was oppressed with a kind of mehtn- 
choly freii2y,.the uonsequence perhaps of remorse, 
bat suoh as ai^ed him not to repenC, but to despair. 
It. aieems, probable that he was. burnt alive. ' Hit 
sister, with whom be was supposed to have had 
an iocestuoos connexion, was condemned, also to 
death, leaving a stronger and more explicit testi- 
mony of their. mutual sins, than could be extracted 
from the Major. She gav«, as usual, some account 
of her conuexion with the queen of the &iries, and 
acknowledged the assistance she received from 
that sovereign .in spinning an unusual quantity of 
yarn. ' Of her brother, she said, that one day a 
friend called upon them at noonday with a fiery 
ohariot, and ioviteiLthem to visit a friend at £>al- 
keith, and that while there her brother received 
information of the event of the battle of Wotces-' 
fer. No one saw the style of their equipage ex- 
cept themselves. On the scaffold, this woman, 
determining, as she said, to die "with the great- 
«st. shame possible," was with difficulty prevent- 
«d from throwing off her clothes before the .pea-! 
pie, and with scarce, less trouble. was she flung 
from the. ladder by the - executioner. Her.laM. 
words Were in the tonv of the sect to which her 
brother had so long affected to belong : " MoDy,"- 
she said, " weep and lament for a poor, old wret*^ 
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like me ; bat, alas 1 fev ore ircepin^ for a broken 
Covenant." 

The Scottish prelstists, upon whom the Cove- 
nanteni nsed to throv many asperBions retp«ct- 
in|; their receirin^ proof agiunst shot from die 
devil, and other infernal practices, rejoiced to have 
an opportunity, in their torn, to retort on their 
adversaries the charge of sorcery. Dr Hickes, 
the author of " Theianms SeptentrionaiiB," pnb- 
lished on the tubject of Major Weir, and the case 
of Mitchell, who fired at the Archbishop of St 
Andrews, his book called " Ravaillac Redivi- 
vns," written with the nnjnst pnipose of attach- 
ing- t« the religions sect to which the wizard and 
assassin belonged the chaise of having fostered 
and enconr^ed the crimes they committed o? 
attempted. 

It is certun that no story of witchcraft or n^ 
cromancy, so many of which o^nrred near and in 
Edinburgh, made snch a lasting impression on 
the public mind, as that of Major Weir. The 
remains of the house in which he and his sister 
lived are still shown at the head of the West- 
bow, which, as our readers may perceive from 
looking at the frontispiece, has a gloomy as|>M^ 
well soited for a necromancer. It was at differ- 
ent times a braaier's shop, and a magazine for lint, 
and in my younger days was employed for the 
latter use ; but no family wonld inhabit the hannt- 
ed walls as a residence ; and hold was the nrchin 
from the High-School who dared approach the 
gloomy min, at the risk of seeing the Major's 
enchanted staff parading throngh the old apart- 
ments, or hearing the hum of the necromantic 
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wheelt which proeured for his niter sach & cha* 
rscter as b ipinner. At the time I am irriting, 
this last fyxtareta of inperstitioiia renown is in the 
course of being' destroyed, in order to the modem 
improvementa now carrying on in a quarter loi^ 
thought unimprovable. 

As knowledge and learning began to increase, 
the gentlemen and clergy of Scotland became 
ashamed of the. credulity of their ancestors, and 
witch trials, although not discontinued, mors 
seldom disgrace our records of Criminal Jnrii- 
prudence. 

Sir John Clerk, a scholar and an antiqnary, 
the grand&tber of the late celebrated John Clerk 
of ^din, had the honour to be amongst the first 
to decline actinac as a commissioner on the trial 
of a witch, to which he was appointed so early' 
aa 1678,* alleging drily, that he did not feel him- 
adf warlock (that is, conjurer) sufficient to be a 



judge upon. such an inquisition. Allan Ramsay, 
his friend, and who must be supposed to speuc 
the sense of his many respectable patrons, had de- 



livered his opinion on the subject in the " Gentle 
Shepherd," where Mause's imaginary witchcraft 
constitutes the machinery of the poem. 

Yet these dawnings of sense and humanity 
were obscured by the clouds of the ancient super- 
stition on more Uian one distinguished occasion. 
In 1676, Sic George Maxwell of Pollock, appa- 
rently a man of mdancholic and valetudinary ha- 
bits, believed himself bewitched to death by six 
witches, one man aai five women, who were 

* Sec Foimtaiiiball'* Ded■ioa^ toI. L p. 15. 
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teaguect for the purpose of tormenting a d&y 
image in his likeness. Tho chief evidence on tba 
subject was a vagabond girl, pretending to be 
deaf and dumb. But as her impoatnre washier.' 
wards discovered, and berself punished, it is rea^ 
sonably to be concluded that she had herself 
formed the picture or image of Sir George, and 
had hid it, where it was afterwards found, in con- 
Bequence of her own information. In the mean- 
time, five of the accused were executed, and the 
sixth only escaped on account of extreme yontb. 
A still more remarkable case occarred at Paisr 
Uy, in 1697, where a yoting girl, about eleven 
years of age, dangbter of John Shaw of Bai^aiV 
ran, was the principal evidence. This nnlucky 
damsel, beginning her practices out of a quarrel 
with a maid- servant, continued to imitate a case of 
possession so accurately, tbat no less than twenty 
persons were condemned upon her evidence, <rf 
whom five were executed, besides one John Reed, 
wbo banged himself in prison, or, as was charitably 
said, was strangled by the devil in person, lest he' 
should make disclosures to the detriment of the 
service. But even those who believed in witchcraft 
were now beginning to open their eyes to the dan- 
gers in the present mode of prosecution. « I own," 
says the Rev. Mr Bell, in bis MS. Treatise otf 
Witcbcraft, " there has been much harm done to 
worthy and innocent persons in the common way 
of finding out witches, and in the means made ose' 
of for promoting the discovery of such wretchef, 
and bringing them to justice; to that oftentimei 
old age, poverty, featnres, and ill fame, with iodi 
like groDHdi not worthy to be represented to n 
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magistrate, hare yet moved many to snspect and 
defame their neighboarg, to the nnspeakabte pre- 
judice of Christian charity; a late instance where- 
of we had in the west, in the bneiness of the sor- 
ceries exercised upon the Laird of Bargarran'd 
daug'hter, anno 1697, a time when persons of 
more gvodness and esteem than most of their 
calumniators were defamed for witches, and 
which was occasioned mostly by the forwardness 
and absurd credality of diverse otherwise wor- 
thy ministers of the gospel, and some topping 
professors in and about the city of Glasgow."* ■ 
Those who doubted of the sense of the law, of 
reasonableness of the practice, in such cases, began 
to t^e courage, and state their objections boldly.' 
fn the year 1704, a frightful instance of popular 
bigotry occurred at Pittenweem. A strolling vaga- 
bond, who affected fits, laid an accusation of witeh- 
craft against two women, who were accordingly 
seized on, and imprisoned with the usual severities; 
One of the unhappy creatures, Janet Comfoot by 
name, escaped from prison, but was' unhappily 
caught, and brought back to Pittenweem, where 
she fell into the hands of a ferocious mob, con- 
sisting of rude seamen and fishers. The magis-' 
bvtes (nade no attempts for her rescue, and the 
crowd exercised their brutal pleasure on the poor 
old woman, pelted her with stones, swung her 
saspended on a rope betwixt a ship and the' 
shore, and finally ended, her miserable existence' 
by throwing a door over her as she lay exhausted' 






336 LETTERS OK 

on the beach, bbA heaping Bton«s upon it till 
the waa preawd to death. As even the exiating 
laws Bgainit witchcraft w«re transgressed by tbw 
brutal riot, s warm attack was made upon the 
magiitrates and ministers of the town, by those 
who who were shocked at a tragedy of sneh • 
horrible casL There were uiswera published, in 
which the parties assailed were zealously de- 
fended. The inperior anthorities were expected 
to take up the afiair, bnt it so happened, daring 
the general distraction of the country concerning 
the Union, that the murder went without the in- 
vestigation which a crime so horrid demanded. 
Still, however, it was something gained that the 
cruelty was exposed to the public. The voice 
of genend opinion was now appealed to, and, in 
the long run, the sentiments which it advocate* 
are commonly those of good sense and hnmanity. 

The officers in the higher branches of the law 
dared now assert their official antbority, and re- 
serve for their own decision cases of supposed 
witchcraft which the fear of public clamotir had 
induced them formerly to leave in the bands of 
inferior judges, operated upon bv all the preju- 
dices of the coDntry and the populace. 

In 1716, the celebrated lawyer, Robert Dim- 
das of AraistOD, then King's Advocate, wrote n 
severe letter of censure to the Sheriff-depute of 
Caithness, in the first place, as having neglected 
to communicate officially certain precogniUons 
which he had led respecting some recent prac* 
tices of witchcraft in his county. The Advocate 
reminded this local judge, that the duty of in- 
ferior magistrates, in such cases, was to advite 
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with the King'i Gotmael, first, whether thejr 
should be made subject of a trial or not; and, i£ 
SO) before what court, and in what mannw, it 
should take place. He bIho called the magig- 
Irate's atteutioii to a report, that he, the Sheriff- 
depute, intended to judge in the case himself) 
" a thing; of too great diflicultjr to be tried with- 
out rery deliberate advice, and beyond the juris- 
diction of an inferior court." The Sheriff-depnte 
sends, with his apology, the preeofftuiion* of the 
affair, which is one of the most nonsensical in- 
this nonsensical department of the law. A cei^ 
tain carpenter, named William Montgomery, waa 
so infested with cats, which, as his serrant-maid 
reported, " spoke among t^emselTes," that be 
fell in a rage upon a party of these animals which 
had a^embled in his house at irregular hours, 
and betwixt his Highland arms of knite, dirk, and 
broadsword, and his professional we^on of an 
axe, be made such a dispersion that they were 
quiet for the night. In consequence of his blows, 
two witcfaraj were said to have died. The ease 
of a third, named Nin-Gilbert, was still more 
remarkable. Her leg beiur broken, the iojored 
limb withered, pined, and finally fell off; on 
which the hag was inclosed in prison, where she 
also died: and the question which remained was, 
whether any prgcen should be directed against 
persons whom, in her comp^ed confession, she. 
hod, as usual, informed against. The Lord Ad- 

* The precogniiion Is tbc record of th« preliminary evU 

denes on which the public officer* charged, in Scotland,' 

wttb duties intnuled to B 'grand jury in England, incur 

a« rMponiihUitf of aaodisg an MCBBid pwaou to triaL 

Y 



Tocate, as may be supposed, quashed aU farther 
procedure. 

. In 1720, an unlucky boy, tbe third son of 
James, Lord Torphiclien, took it into bis head, 
ander instroettons, it is siud, from a knavish go- 
rernor, to play the possessed and bewitched per- 
son, Uyingthe canse of his distress on certain 
eld wittihes in Calder, near to which villa^ his 
fether had his mansion. The women were im- 
prisoned, and one or two of them died ; hnt the 
crown coansel would not proceed to triaL The 
Boble family also began to see tlirongh tbe cheat. 
The boy was sent to sea, and though he Is said 
it one time to hare been disposed to try his fits 
while on board, when the discipline of the nary 
proved too severe for his cunning, in process of 
time he became a good sailor, assisted gallantly in 
defence of the vessel against the pirates of Ao< 
gria, and finally was drowned in a storm. 

In the year 1722, a Sheriff-depute of Suther- 
land, Captain David Ross of Littledean, took it 
upon him, in flagrant violation of tbe then estab- 
lished rules of jorisdiction, to pronoonce tbe last 
sentence of death for witdicrait which was ever 
passed in Scotland. Tlie victim was an insane 
old woman belonging to the parish of Loth, who 
had so little idea of her situation as to rejoice at 
the sight of the fire which was destined to con- 
snmeher. She had a daughter lame both of hands 
and feet, a circnmstance attributed to the witch's 
having been used to transform her into a pony, 
and get her shod by the devil. It does not appear 
that any punishment was inflicted for this cruel 
abuse of the law on the person of a creature so 
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helpless; bat tlie son of the l&me daughter, he 
himself distinsuished bjr the same misfortunet 
was living so Mtely as to receire the charity of 
the present Marehioneaa of Stafford, Countess of 
Sutherland in her awn rig'ht, to whom the poor 
of her extensive conutry are as well known, as 
those of the higher order. . , 

Since this deplorable action, there has been no 
jadiciai interference in Scotland on acconnt of 
witchcraft, unless to prevent explosions of po- 
pular enmity against people suspected of such a 
crime, of which some instances conld lie produced. 
The remains of the superstition sometimes occur ; 
there can be no doubt that the vulgar are still ad- 
dicted to the custom of scoring above the breath,* 
(as it is termed), and other counter- spells, evin? 
cing that the belief b witchcraft is only asleep, 
and might in remote comers be agun awakened 
to deeds of blood. An instance or two may be 
qnoted, chiefly as facts known to the author him* 
■elf. 

la a remote part of the Highlands, an igno- 
rant and malignant woman seems really to hare 
meditated the destruction of her neighbour's pro- 
perty, by placing in a coivhousei or byre, as we 
call it, a pot of baked clay, containing locks of 
hair, parings of nails, and oUier trumpery. This 
precious spell was discovered, the design con- 
jectured, and the witch would have been torn 
to pieces, had not a high-spirited and excellent 

• Drairing blond, ihat ie, by two cuts in the form of a 
crom on the witch's forehead, conflded In all throaghont 
SeMtond ai the most powerful counter charm. 
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lady in the neighbonrliood gnUiered nine of h«t 
people, (thonefa these were not very fond of tlie 
gervice,) and oy main force taken the anfortnnate 
creature out of the hands of the popnlace. The 
formidahle speU i» now in my poiaeuion. 

About two years since, M they were takii^ 
down the walls of a bnilding formerly nied as a 
feeding-hoose for cattle, in t£e town of Dalkeith, 
there was found below the thresh old -stone the wU 
thered heart of some animal stuck full of many 
scores of pins; — a counter- charm, according to 
tradition, against the operations of witchcraft on 
the cattle wliich are k^t within. Among the 
almost innumerable droves of bollocks which come 
down every year from the Hi j^lands for the sontb, 
there is scarce one but has a curious knot upon hia 
tail, whioh is alao a precaution, lest an evil eye, or 
ao evil spell, may do the animal harm. 

The last Scottish story with which I will 
trouble you, happened in or shortly after the year 
1800, and the whole circumstances are well 
known to me. The dearth of the years in the 
end of the eighteenth, and beginning of this cen- 
tury was inconvenient to all, but distressing to 
the poor. A solitary old woman, in a wild and 
lonely district, subsiBted chiefly by rearing chick- 
ens, an operation requiring so much care and at- 
tention, that the gentry, and even the farmers' 
wives, often find it better to buy poultry at ft 
certMuage, than to undertake the trouble of bring- 
ing them up. As the old woman, in the present in- 
stance, fought her way through life better than 
her neighbours, envy stigmatized bar as having 
some imlawful mode of increasing the gains a 
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Kn litde trade, and apparently ihe did not take 
much alarm at the aoiaaation. Bat ahe felt, like 
Others, the dearth of the years allnded to, and 
ehiefiy because the farmers weoa onwilline to 
sell grun in the rery mf>derate quantitieB waich 
■he was ahle to parchaae, and wichont which, her 
Uttle stock of ponltry must have been inevitahly 
Btarved. In distress on this acconnt, the dame 
went to a neighbonring fanner, a rery good- 
natured, sensible, honest man, and requested him, 
as a ^Toor, to sell her a peck of oats at any price. 
" Good neighbour," he said, " I am sorry to be 
obliged to refuse yon, bat my com is measured 
oat for Dalkeith market ; my carta are loaded 
to set out, and to open these sacks again, and 
for so small a quantity, would cast my account* 
loose) and create much trouble and disadranttwe ; 
I dare aay you will get all you want at such a 
place, or such a place.' On receiving this answer, 
the old wtnnan's temper gave way. She scolded 
the wealthy fanner, and wished evil to his pro- 
perty, which was just setting off for the market. 
They parted, after some angry language on both 
sides; and sure enough, as the carts crossed the 
ford of the river beneath the farm-house, off came 
the wheel from one of them, and five or six sacks 
of com were damaged by the water. The good 
&rmer hardly knew what to tliiak of this ; there 
were the two urcumstances deemed of old essen- 
tial and saffitnent to the crime of witchcraft— 
Damnum mintUian, et malum sentAmi. — Scarce 
knowing what to i»elieve, he hastened to consult 
the Sheriff of the county, as a friend rather than 
aa a magistrate, upon a case so extraordinary. 
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The ufficial person allowed him tlutt llie }am 
sgflinBt witchcraft were abrogated, and had litdfl 
difGcalty to bring hini to regard the matter in its 
true light of bb< accident. 

It is etrsnge, but trne, that the accused herself 
was not to be reconciled to the sheriff's doctrine 
so easily. He reminded her, that if she used faer 
tongue with so mnch license, she mnst expose her- 
self to suspicions, and that shonjd coincidences 
happen to irritate her neighbours, she might mf- 
fer harm at a time when there was no one to 
protect her. He therefore requested her to be 
more cautions in her language for her own sake, 
professing, at the same time, his belief that her 
words and intentions were perfectly barmlesf^ 
and that he had no apprehension of being hart 
by her, let her wish her worst to him. She was 
rather more angry than pleased at the well-mean- 
ing sheriff's scepticism. " I would be laith to 
wish ony ill either to yon or yoors, sir," she said ; 
'■ for I kenuB how it is, but something aye cornea 
after my words when I am ill-guided, and speak 
ower fast." In short, she was obstinate in claim- 
ing an influence over the destiny of others by 
words and wislies, which might hare in other 
times conveyed her to the stake ; for which her 
expressions, their consequences, and her dispou- 
tion to insist upon their efficacy, would certainly 
of old hare made her a fit victim. At present, 
the story is scarcely worth mentioning, bat aa it 
contains materials resembling those out of which 
many tragic incidents hare arisen. 

So low, in short, is now the belief in witch- 
cral't, that, perhaps, it is only leceired by those 
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half-CTRsy indiTidnali who feel a species of con- 
leqneoce derived from accidental coincidencefl, 
which, were they received by the Gonimiinity in 
general, would go near, as on former occasions, 
to cost the lives of those who' make their boast 
of thetn. At least one hypochondriac patient is 
4niowo to the antbor, who believes himself the 
victim of a gang of witches, and ascribes his ill- 
ness to their charms, so tli&t he wants nothing 
bnt an indulgent jndge to awake again the old 
ideas of sorcery. 
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■ Fomran — Etta}£$fmtnt of the Royal Society — Partridge 
—Qnmexim ofAttrologtn with EUmadeTy Smrite — Dr 
Dm — Iridt StepB-aitim of the Sauhie—Similar Stt- 

ofAncieHt PhiloaopheTs on that Subjea^^^Enquin/ into 
ae rapect due to tuch Take in Modem Timea—Evidetict 
of a Ghoet againit a Mtcrderer — Ghoet of Sir George 
vaUere—Stmy of Earl St VinceKt~of a Britith Gem- 
rai Officer — of an AmaTxtion in FroMe—cflhe Second 
Lord Lytldton—of Bili Jonea — of Jaroit Matckam— 
Trial of iao Hightandtri for the Murder of Smeant 
Davia, diseovered bg a Ghost — Disturbances at Wood, 
stock, anno 1 649— 7nipo«(ur< called the SlockweU Cfhost 
—Similar Cast in Scothnd — GhosI appearing to anEx- 
eiseman — Story of a Disftiried HoKse discovered by the 
finojieat of the FioprietoT — Apparitim at PfymoKth—A 
Cbd> of Philosopha-a— Ghost Advenlun of a Farmer- 
Trick upon a Veteran Soldier — Ghost Stories reoom- 
mended bu the Skill of the Authors teho congiose (Aem— 
Mrs Veats Ghost — DastoiCs Apparition Evidence — Ef- 
fict of appropriate Scenery to encourage a tendency to Sa- 
perstilian— differs at distant Periods of Life—lVighl at 
Gbmais CasUe oboiK 1791— Vita to DumeganiitiSU. 

TVhilb the vnlfliBr endearonred to obtain ft 
glance into the darkneH t>{ futurity hy coninltin^ 
the witch or fortune-teller, the ^rent were aup> 
posed to hare a royal path of their own, com- 
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niaBdii^ a view frinn a loftier qnarter of the same 
temt ituioffnita. This wu repreiented as acces- 
sible by BeTeral rontes. PhyBiognomy, Chiro- 
mancy, and other fantastic arts of prediction, at 
forded each its mystical assistance and gaidance. 
Bat the road most Mattering to homaa Tanity, 
vtiile it-was at the same time moat sednctive to 
human credulity, was that of Astrology, the queea 
of mystic sciences, who itettered those who con- 
fided in her, that the planets and stars in their 
spheres figure forth andinfluence the iate of the 
features of mortality, and that a sage acquainted 
with her lore conld predict, with some approach 
to certainty, the ereots of any man's career, bia 
chance of success in life or in marriage, his ad- 
vance in &Tour of the great, or answer any other 
horary questions, ss they were tenned, which he 
might he anxious to propound, provided always 
he could supply the exact moment of his birtb. 
This, in the sixteenth, and greater part of tfae 
seventeenth centuries, was all that was necessary 
to enable the astrologer to erect a scheme of the 
position of the heavenly bodies, which should dis- 
close the life of the interrogator, or Native, as 
he was called, with all its changes, past, present, 
and to come. 

Ima^natlon was dazzled by a prospect so 
tplradid ; and we find that, in the sixteenth oen- 
tory, the coltiration of this fantastic science was 
die serious object of men whose understandings 
and acqnirements admit of no question. Bia- 
con himself allowed the tmiii wbich might be 
found in a well-regulated astrology, making thus 
" ''■-^— ^on betwixt the art as commonly piaa- 



-tised, and the miuiiier in which it hiight, m he 
oonceired, be mnde « proper lue of. Bat a grave 
-or sober use of this science, if eren Bacon eonld 
have tanght snch moderation, wontd not hare 
anited the temper of those who, inflamed by hopes 
of temporal aggrandizement, pretended to nnder- 
vtand and explun to others the langnage of the 
atara. Almost all the other paths of mystic know- 
ledge led to poverty; even the alchemist, though 
talking loud and hi;^ of the endless treasm-ea tua 
Bit was to produoe, lived from day to day, and 
trmn year to year, npon hopes aa unenbstantial 
aa the smoke of his fiiniace. Bat the pnrsnits' of 
the Bitrologer were snch as called for instant ro- 
innneration. He became rich by the eager hopea 
■nd fund credulity of those who consalted him, 
and that artist lived by duping others, instead of 
atarving, like others, by doping himself. The 
■ wisest men have been cheated by the idea tfa^ 
some supernatural influence upheld and guided 
them; and from the time of Wallenstein to that 
of Buonaparte, ambition and soccess have placed 
-confldence in the species of fatalism inspired 
by a belief of the influence of their own star. 
.Such being the case, the science was little pur- 
sued by those who, faithful in their remarks and 
reports, mnst soon have discovered its delusive 
vanity through the splendour of its profesuona; 
and the place of suiJi calm and disinterested 
parsaecs of truth was occupied by a set of men 
sometimes ingenious, always forward and aaan- 
ming, whose knowledge was imposition, whose 
.responses were, like the oracles of yore, ground- 
ed on the deure of deceit^ and who, if lomelimes 
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tbey were elevated into nnb and fortune, Welw 
more lireqnently found daned with rog^ea and 
-TB^bonds. This was the more apt to be the caae 
tbat a sofficieot stock of impudence, and some 
knowledge by rote of the terma of art, were all 
die store of information necessary for eetablish- 
ing' a conjarer. The natural consequence of thft 
degraded character of the professors, was the de- 
OTadation of the art itself. Lilly, who wrote the 
History of his OwnLife and Times, notices in that 
cnriooa volume the most diBtinguished persons 
of his day, who made pretensions to astrologyt 
and almost withont exception describes them u 
profligate, worthleH, shading cheats, abandoned 
to vice, and imposing, by the grossest frand^ 
npon the silly fools who consulted them. From 
what we leani of his own history, Lilly himself 
a low-bom ignorant man, with some gloomy 
shades of fanaticism in his temperament, was SDi- 
'ficiently fitted to dupe others, and perhaps cheat- 
ed himself, merely oy perusing, at an advanced 
period of lifo, some of the astrological tracts 
devised by men of less cunning, though perhaps 
more pretence to sci^ice, than he himself might 
boasL Yet the public still continued to swm> 
low these gross impositions, though coming from 
such unworthy authority. The astrologers en^ 
braced different sides of the Civil War, and the 
king oa one side, with the Parliamentary lead- 
ers on the other, were both equally cnnons to 
know, and eager to believe, what Lilly, Wharton, 
or Gadbury, had discovered from the heavem, 
touching tne, fortune of the strife. Lilly was 
a prudent person, contriving wit^i some address 
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to thift the Miili of his pniphetie barii, to u to 
■nit the Gorrent of the time, and the gxle of for* 
tone. No penoa conld better diacover from tk- 
rioai onens the course of Charlei'a miRfoitones, 
■o flooD u they hi>d come to pus. In the time 
vX the Commonwealth, he foreww the perpetiul 
destruetion of the monarchy, and in 1660, this 
did not prevent his fereeaeing the restoration 
-— rChari " " ■ • • 



of King Charies JI. 
STOi among the better classes, f<w Aubrey and 
Ashmole both called themaelres his friende, 
being persona extremely creduloos donbtleaa re> 
specting the mystic arts. Once a-year, too, tha 
BStroiogera bad a public dinner or feas^ when 
the knares were patronised by the company of 
SDch fools u claimed the title of Philomaths ; 
that if, lorers of the mathematics, by which name 
wore still distinguished those who encouraged the 
porsnit of mystical prescience, the most opposite 
possible to exaet seieuce. Elias Aahmole, the 
" most honourable Esquire" to wbmn Lilly's LUa 
ii dedicated, sddom fiuled to attend ; nay, several 
men ii€ sense and knowledge honoured this ran- 
dezTOus. Congrere's picture of a man like Foifr 
sight, the dupe of astrology and its sister arte, 
was then common in society. But the aabologwi 
of the 17th century did not confine themsdres to 
the stars. There was no prorinca of fraud iriueh 
they did not practise ; they were seandaloQS as 
panders, and as quai^ sold potitniB for tho most 
unworthy purposes. For such reasons the com- 
mon people detested the aatrolt^ers of the great, 
as cordially as they did the more vulgar witehee 
of their own sphm. 



DEMONOLOGT AND WITCHCRAFT. S49 

Dr Lamb, patronized by the Duke of Buck' 
ingham, who, like other orergrown favonritee, 
was inoliaed to cheriah astrology, was, in 1640, 
polled to pieces in the city of London by the en- 
raged populace, and bis maid-Berrant, thirteen 
years afterwards, banged as a witch at Salisbary, 
In the Tillainons transaction of the poisoning' of 
Sir Thomas Orerbnry, in King James's time, 
maeb mention was made of the art and skill of Dr 
Forman, another professor of the same sort with 
Lamb, who wag consnlted by the Coantms of 
Euex on the best mode of condncting her guilty 
intrigue with the Earl of Somerset. He was 
dead before the tiSnir broke out, which might 
otherwise have cost him the gibbet, as it did all 
others concerned, with the exception only of the 
prindpal parties, the atrociona authors of the 
crime. When the cause was tried, some little 
puppets were produced in court, which were 
riewed by one party with horror, as representing 
the most horrid spells. It was even said that the 
deril was about to pull down the conrt-hoose on 
their being diaoovei-ed. Others of the audience 
only saw in them the baby figures on which dress- 
makers then, as now, were accustomed to expose 
new fashions. 

The erection of the Royal Sodety, dedica- 
ted to far different pnrposes than the pursnita 
of astrology, had a natural operation in bringing 
the latter mto discredit; and although the cre- 
dulity of the ignorant and uninfonned continued 
to support some pretenders to that science, the 
name of Philomath assumed by these personi 
and their clients b^an to rink under ridienle 
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and contempt. Wben Sir Richard Steele set 
up the paper called the Guardian, he chose, nn-!' 
4er the title of Nestor Ironaide, to assume the 
eharacter of an astrologer, and issued predictions 
sccordiagly, one of which, announcing the death 
of a person called Partridge, once a shoemaker, 
but at the time the conductor of an Astrolc^cal 
Almanack, led to a controyersy, which was sap- 
ported with gr&tt hnmour by Swift and other 
wags. I believe von will find that this, with 
Swift's Elegy on tne same person, ia one of the 
last occasions in which astrology has afforded 
even a jest to the good people of England. 
. This dishononred science has some right to be 
mentioned in a Treatise on Demonology, because 
the eariier astrologers, thoagh denying the use of 
all necromancy, that is, nnlawfol or black magic, 
pretended always to a correspondence with the 
Farions spirits of the elements, on the principlea 
of the Rosicmcian philosophy. They affirmed 
they could bind to their service, and imprison 
in a ring, a mirror, or a stone, some fairy, sylph, 
or salamander, and compel it to appear when 
called, and render answers to such questions am 
the viewer should propose. It is remarkable 
that the sage himself did not pretend to see the 
spirit ; but the task of viewer, or reader, was in- 
trusted to a third party, a boy or girl osualiy unr 
der the years of puberty. Dr Dee, an excellent 
mathematician, had a stone of this kind, and is 
said to have been imposed upon concerning the 
spirits attached to it, their actions and answers, 
by the report of one Kelly, who acted as his 
newer. The unfortunate Dee was ruined by his 
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aubciates both in fortane and repdtatlonl His 
show-stone, or mirror, is still preserved, among; 
other curiosities, in the Bntish Museum. Some 
superstition of the same kind was introduced by 
tlie celebrated Connt C^liostro, during the course 
of the intrigue respecting the diamond necklace, 
in which the late Marie Antoinette was so un- 
fortunately implicated. 

Dismissing this general class of impostors, who 
are now seldom heard of, we come now briefly 
to mention some leading superstitions, once, per- 
haps, common to all the countries of Europe, but 
now restricted to those which continue to be in- 
habited by an undisturbed and native race. Of 
these, one of the most beautiful is the Irish fio 
tion, which assigns to certain families of ancient 
descent and distinguished rank the privilege of 
a Banshie, as she is called, or household fairy, 
whose office it is to appear, seemingly mourning 
while she announces the approaching death of 
some one of the destined race. The subject has 
been bo lately and beantifully investigated and 
illustrated by Mr Crofton Croker and others,^ 
that I toay dispense with being very particular 
r^farding it. If I am rightly informed, the dis- 
tinction of a banshie is only allowed to families 
of the pure Milesian stock, and ia never ascribed 
to any descendant of the prbadest Norman or 
boldest Saxon who followed the banner of Eari 
Strongbow, much less to adventurers of later 
date who hare obtained settlements in the Green 
Isle. 

- Several &miiie8 of the Highlands of Scotland 

ancieotly laid claun to tlie distinction of an attend- 

15 
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ant spirit, who performed the office of the Iriib 
banahie. Amongvt them, however, the fanctiona 
of this atteadoDt eenius, whose form and appear- 
ance differed in aifferent cases, were oot limit- 
ed to annomicing' the dissolution of those whose 
days were numbered. The Highlanders contri- 
ved to exact from thetn other points of service^ 
sometimes as warding off .dangers of battle; at 
others, as guarding and protecting &e iafont 
heir through the dangers of^childhood ; and some- 
times as condescendmg to interfere even in the 
sports of the chieftain, and point ont the fittest 
move to he made at chess, or the best card to be 
played at any other game. Among those spirits 
who have deigned to vouch their existence by 
appearance of late years, is that of an ancestor c« 
the family of M acLeaii of Lochhuy. Before the 
death of any of his race, the phantom-chief gal- 
lops along tne sea-beach, near to the castle, an- 
nouncing the event by cries and lamentations. 
The spectre is said to have rode his rounds and 
Ottered his death-cries within these few years, in 
consequence of which, the family and clan, though 
much shocked, were in do way surorised, to hear, 
by next accounts, that their gallant diief wa» 
dead at Lisbon, where he served nuder Lord Wei- 
Ungton. 

Of a meaner origin and occnpatimi was the 
Scottish Browni^-^lready mentioned, as some- 
what resembling Robin Goodfellow in the fn^o- 
some days of Old England. This spirit wee eauly 
banished, or, as it was styled, hired away, br tlia 
Ofier of clothes or food ; bat many of the suDpIe in- 
habitants conld little see the pcndence of pvting: 
11 
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vritti SDcli a nsefnl domestic dmdge, who lerTed 
fiuthfolly, witbontfee sad reward, tood or rmimeBb 
Neitiier whs it at all times safe to reject Brownie'a 
awislance. Tbos, we are informed by Brand, 
that a yom)^ man in the Orknevi " nied to 
brew, and sometimes read apon his Bible ; to 
whom an old woman in the bonse said, that 
Brownie was displeased with that book be read 
npon, which, if be continned to do, they would 
-get no more service of Brownie ; but he being 
better instraoted from that book, which was 
Brownie's eyesore, and the object of his wrath, 
when he brewed, would not suffer any sacrifice 
to be given to Brownie; whereupon the first 
and second brewings were spoilt, and for no use; 
for though the wort wrought well, yet in a little 
time it leA off working, and grew cold ; bat of 
the third bronst, or brewing, lie nad ale very good, 
dough he would not give anysacrifice to Brownie, 
with whom afterwards they were no more troo- 
bled." Another story of the same kind is told of 
sladyin Uist, who refased, on religious grounds, 
the nsoal sacrifice to this domestic spint. The 
'first and second brewings failed, bnt the third 
wwceeded ; and tbns, when Brownie lost the per- 
ijusite to which be bad been so long acenstomed, 
ne abandoned the inhospitable house, where his 
aurioes had so long been iaitbfally rendered. 
The last place in the imath of Scotland supposed 
to bdvfr^ been honcmred, or benefited, by the resi- 
dence of a Brownie, was Bodsbeck, in Moffat^ 
dale, which has been the subject of an entertatn> 
'ing tale by Mr James Ho^, the self- inBtracte4 
genius of $ttrick Foresti ' . : . . 

z 



T^ese porticnlar aiipcfstitioiu, hofrerer, ore 
too limited, aod too mnck obliUirated from racoL* 
leotion, to cnil for apeuBl discuBiion. Tlt9 genfr 
ral faith in iiurieB bu already ondergwie Mir 
•onBiderstion ; bnt eomething ramiun to be ami 
mon another Bpecies of iDpentitiMii so goHCOwl, 
tnu it may be called proper to mankind in ererr 
climate; so deeply rooted also in bsman belio^ 
that it is found to rarvire in states of sooiety da- 
ring which all other fictions of the same order 
are entirely dismissed from iifloMice. MrCmfabo, 
,with bis nsnat fdioity, baa called tha belief in 
f^hosta " the last lingcnng fietion of the fatain.'* 
' Nothing sfipeers mora aiin|4e Kb the fiaat view 
i>f the SBNec^ than that biman mesnory shooU 
Tocall and 'brii^ beok to tbe eye of the imagm»- 
tion, in perfect umilitode, eren the very form 
and featarea of a person with whom we bave been 
Jong convera^i or. which hare been imjwintH] 
in oar minds widi indelible strength, by some 
striking (urcamrtwioea tooctiing var meeting in 
life. The son does not eaaily forget the aspect^ 
4UI affectionate toAtK; and, for reaeons o|^uta, 
bnt equally pow«fiil, the ovnnteoanoe of a mnfr 
-dered person is ei^jirajred umd the reeoUeetiM 
;0f bis riayer- A thoasand additionai ajtmrn^ 
«tsiM»e, far too abTioai to re^»re racnpitdblioa, 
.nwder tbe supposed imtarition of the deadtW 
moat ordinary spectral phMwmeaoB which is eror ' 
.bejaeved to occnr among the living. All that 
we bare formerly eud MapeottDg sapematonl af- 
fCBTMoes JM geiera], applies irith peMliar ione 
10 ike belkf of ghoalAt tot wbetfiev the caiMe 
of delusion ezista in an eqcdted imaginaliM) of 
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a diMH^ared wganlc Mjataa, it is in thii way 
Uutt it attaaaaalj axhibita itsdf. Hence Lbcta^ 
tin* bmatif, di6 moet «b«olitte af scepticB, contn- 
ders tbe exiitoioa of ghosti, Bud their Sequent 
■l^tuiticKi, M faat» ao nodsniaUe, that be endea- 
TO«n to aocooat for them at ^ expettse of b»- 
Bcnttiq; to a claas of phenoiowa very irroconci'^ 
labU to his general syitMO. Aa he will not oUow 
of the ezistenoo of the hiunan soul, and at thfl 
MOM tine oaonot Tentur« to qoeation.the pheno* 
UMOA BDfipoted to haunt the repoaitunes.of tba 
dead, ha k obliged to adopt the belief that tba 
body ooniiata <^ sereral ooata like those of u) 
eniwi, and that the outneat and thinneat, heiofF 
detached by death, coatin yes to wander near the 
fitm ai a«fiidtur«, in the exact reaentblaiioe of 
the pwaon while alive. 

We han aaid there are many ghost stt^iea 
which we do net feel at liberty to challenge m 
impastnreg, beoauae we are confident th^t thowi 
who relate thnn im their own. aathority actoallyi 
belioFe wliat they aaseit, and mas have good raa" 
son for doii^ so, though tbere is no ted phan- 
tom after alC Wo ave far, thar^ore, front aver- 
ring that Btioh talea are necescarilv falie. It is 
easy Ut sopposo the Tisionarr has neeu imposod. 
^DB 1^ a lively dreani, a waking rovecie, the ex- 
citation of a powttf ul imagina^on,. or the miuei. 
presentatimi of a diseased organ of sight ; and, in. 
tme or other of tiiese cauao^.to say nothing of a. 
system of deoeptioa which may in many inslanoea. 
W probable, we apprehend a aolutioo will ho 
fbsqd for all oaWM of «tet «ve called real ghost 






' In trnth, the evidence with respect 10 «ii4i ap» 
paritioDs is rerjr seldom Bccnrately or diitint^jr 
<inestioned. ' A rapematiiral tale is, in most oaseS| 
received as an agreeable modeof atnnBing^socJety, 
and he wonid be ratber acconnted a etardy mo- 
ralist than an entertaining companion, who shonM 
employ himself in assailing it« eredihilitf. It 
would indeed be a solraism in maanera, soinetfain|* 
like that of impeaching the gennine ralne of the 
uitiaQities exhibited by a goMl-natnred eolleetori 
for the gratification of his guests. This diflenl- 
ty will appear greater, should a companr have th« 
rare good fdrtone to meet the perwrn who hinflelf 
witnessed the wonders which he tells ; a well-bred 
or pmdent man will, under such circumstanoes, 
abstaiirfrom using the rales of cross-examination 
practised in a court of justice; and if in any case 
he presumes to do so, he is in danger of receinng 
answers, even from the mOst candid and honour*; 
able persons, which are rather fitted to tnpport the 
credit of the story whidi they stand oennnitted to 
maintun, than to the pnre service of unadorned 
truth. The narrator is asked, for example, some 
nnimportant question with respect to the appari- 
tion ; he answers it on the hasty suggestion of hie' 
own imagination, tinged as H is with belief of tin 
genmd fact, and by doing so, often gives a featnre 
of minute evidence which was before wanting,' 
and this with perf^t nnconsrionsness on his own' 
part. It is a rare occurrence, indeed, to find an 
opportunity of dealing with an actual ghost-seer ; 
snob instances, however, I have certainly Biy> 
self met with, and that in the case of able, wise,' 
xandid, and resolute persons, of whose rOMfty 
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I had vrtxy reawm to be confident. But id sncU 
insUmces, itudes of mental aberration hare af* 
terwards occnrred, which sufficiently acoonntod 
for tb» sappoied apparitions, and wiU incline ma 
alwaya to feel alarmed in behalf of the continned 
health of a friend, who ahonld conceive himself to 
hnre irilaesMd siich a viiitation. 
■■ ThaiifiareBtappFOxiniation which can be gene-. 
rally nuide to exact evidence in this case, is tha 
word of some individual who has had the stoiy^ 
r he, &om the person to whom it has hap* 
., bnt most liicdy from his family, or some 
friend of the funtly. Far more commonly, the 
■arrator possesses no better means of knowledKa 
than that of dwelling in the country where the 
thinff hi^pened, or oMng^ well acquainted. with 
Ae ontside of the mansion in the inside of which 
the ghost appeared. ' 

In every point, the evidence of snch a second^ 
hand retailer of die mystic story must fiiU under 
theadjnd^ed case in an English courb The judge 
sb^ped a- witness who was about to ^ve an ai> 
count ofthemarder upon triid, as it was narrated 
to him by the ghost of the murdered person; 
** Hold, air," said hu Im-dship; " the ghost is an ex- 
oeUent witnesa, and his evidence the best possible ; 
bat he cannot be heard by proxy in this courb 
fiammoB him hither, and I'll hear him in person ; 
but year eammunication is mere hearsay, which 
myoffieeaompelametorejecb" Yet it is upon tha 
ereditof one man, who pledges it npon that of thret) 
«r four persons who have told it successively to 
cAidh other, that we are often expected to believe 
tn iaddeni incon^tent nith the }awB of utare,i 



lunnrar mgr^^Me to our lore (rf Um iMwkribl 

Bud Ae horaible. 

In ettimatiiig the tndfa cr fabeliead of HHdi 
Moriot, it is eridcnt w» on denTo bo ptmtA from 
thst period of Mciet^ when sacn afflrmed WMj* 
Mid Miierod rtoaUy , all tk« wmiden wbioh coui 
be coined or fanciod. Ilmt ■ ' ' 
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ef such h]stori«BB,weiiiigfalMwdlbritevath0 par' 
tents of ancimt, or thominolM of nodoni, Boh*! 
For exwnple, we read in Clareadon, of the apn 
parition « the gluet of Sir Geom ViUisn ta 
an BDcient dependant. Tliis ia,no donbt, a sttwy 
told by a grmve anther, at a tine when saoh slo- 
riei weza Deliered by all tbo ivwrld ; bnt does it 
follow that our reason mnst acqoiesoe in a state- 
HOent so poritiTelr oohtaradictea W the Toioe of 
Nature, throagh all her irorks P The 
raisings 
Sariowto the Jews, who d 



of his mission ; becanse they had idready anft 
ficsent grovnds of conriotion, and, as they l>di»* 
Ted thun not, it vas imsistihly ai^ned b^ tlw 
Divine Person whom tkvf tempted, that nsHbor 
Wmdd they believe if one arose fitmn the dead. 
Shall we suppose that a i^twile refaaed far the 
oonrertion of God's chosen peo^e, was sent ana 
f^n emad, to save the lift ofa i»ofligate spend- 
thrift 7 I lay swl*, yon nbsMrve, oilirMy, toe BOt 
nnreoBonable sappoMtiea that Towers, or w hs ti 
•Ter was die ghost'seer'a naaie, desironste mak« 
an inijpnssion npeo Bndia^iaa^ M «i oU annnk 
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sfkklMtaMs miglitbalMBptadtogiToliimUiadi 
riee^ of which we are not told die inqtort, in the 
«hwTiB>er of hi* &dter'a aiurit, and andMBtioBte 
the tale by the mesttoD at lome taken knewn to 
UmMatMiuarretuawof theJiuDily. The D«k» 
wuHipsratitioaa, and tha ready di^ ofrntiologen 
aad ModiMyers. Themwiner in which he lud 
proreked Ui« £iuy (rf tlw people, msBt have warn* 
ed erery reflec^g penonof his approBrohing faM ; 
and, the^e ooasidemd, it waa net unnatural that « 
failhfiil frif ltd ikonldtakeUiia mode of calling hi> 
att^i<m to Ilia perilooa aituation. Or, if we aup- 
poae that the itt^ent waa not a mere pretext to 
oblwo aeeeu to (ke Doke'i ear, the meaaenger 
may hare I)eeD impoaed npon by an idle dream—. 
in a word, tmaabeplaaa coiijeBliirea might be forn-! 
ed for aaeauntiBy forlha erent in anataral way, the 
iDOit eztranfpant of which ia more prohable, thas 
that the lawa al nature were broken throngh n 
etxler to giro a vain and fruicleas warning to as 
ambitioua minion. 

It k the aame with aU thoae that are called ac- 
oraditedghttat steriea naoally told at the fireude^ 
!they want evideaee. It ia true, iJiat the cenwal 
«riaK to belien^ ntiiar than power of beHevinct 
ha> giren io»e aiuh atoriea a certain cwrrency in 
Boeiety. I may meation, a* one of (he dasa of 
talM I mean, that of the late Earl St VisoeBt, 
who watched, with a fkicBd, it i» said, a whole 
night, in order to detect Ae canae of certain noo* 
t>niaj diatorbaaeea whidi todc place in a eertain 
manmn. The boMse wat nnoer lease to Mra 
Bidcetta, hia eister. llie nanlt of bit lordsbip'a 
vigil ia iaid to hne baefl, that he hewd the noiHa, 
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withfHit bein^' able to detect the cxaaem, mA is' 
sirted on his aiater giving up the house. Thii ■■ 
leld B« a real BUay, ynik a thouund dilfer«at eiiv 
eamstancea. But who baa heard or ssen an an> 
tbentic aocoost from E^l St Vincent, w from hu 
" companion of tbe watoh," or tram bia lerdafaip's 
uater ? And aa in any other case, (nob aura spe- 
ciea of direct eridence irpnld be neceaaary to proYS 
the faots, it aeema unreaaonable to beliereaWi » 
atory on alig'bter terms. When tbe particolanBrs 
precisely fixed and known, it might be time toea* 
qaire whether JJord St Vincent, amid tbe otfaer 
eminent qualities of afiret-rate seaman, might net 
be in some degree tinged with their tendency to 
superstition ; and still farther, whether, bavingf 
ascertained the existence of distnrbanoes net im- 
mediately or oasUy detected) bis lordship nrigbt 
not adriae his sister rather to remore, than td 
remain in a house so haunted, tbougb bo miglill 
believe that poachers or smngglen wera tiitt 
worst ghosts by whom it was distarbed. 

The story of two highly respectable officers ioj 
the British army, who are sappoaed to have aeoD 
the spectre of the brot^r of one of tbetn ia a hnt, 
or barrack, in Amerioa, is also one of those acoro* 
dited ghost tales, which attain a aort of brevet 
rank as trae, from tbe mention of respectaUe 
names as the parties who witnessed the viaioD. 
But we are left withoat a glimpse when, bow, and 
in what terms, this story obtained its curreocy; 
as also by whom, and in what manner, it was first 
circulated ; and among the numbers by wbon it 
has been quoted, although all ^ree in tbe gene* 
ml oven^ acnroely two, even o£ d«ae who pre* 
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tand to the bwt tnfbnmtion, tell iho story ia Aa 
•ame way. 

AiiotMr rooh iMry, in wluch th« ntoDo of « 
lady of condition u made use of u harin^ Men 
an apfwritioa in a country-Mat in France, ii so 
tar Mttor borne ont than those I hare mention- 
edt that I faare iieen a narratire of the ciroom- 
■tiiiGo*, at(e*ted by die party principiUly con- 
eentetL That the house was diMnrbed aeems to 
be eertain, bat the ctrcnnutanoea (though very re- 
markable) did not, in my-fnind, by any means «x- 
oludo the probi^ility that the distnrbaneo and ap^ 
pearaDoea were occasioned by the dexteruDS ma' 
nagement of tome micohierouBly-^sposed per< 
song. 

The remarkable cironmstance of Thomas, the 
•eeond LordLyttelton, prophesying fa is own death 
within a few minuten, npon the information of an 
apparition, baa been always quoted as a tme story. 
Bnt of late it has been said and puUisbed, that 
the nnfartunate nobleman had previonHtr deter- 
mined to take poison, and of course had it in hit 
own power to ascertain theexecntionof the predio- 
tioB, It was no deubl singular that a man, wh« 
meditated his exit from toe world, should hare 
chosen to play snch a trick on his friends. Bat it 
is still more crediblethat a whimsical man should 
do so wild a thing, than that a messenger afaonld 
be aeot &am the dead, to tell a libertine at what 
precise hour he should expire. ' 

To this lis t other stories of die same dasa might 
be added. But it is auffieient to show that such 
stories as these, hartug nined a certain degree <tf 
CQn^tcy in the wodd, wabewi^ creditable MBua 
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em their froat, vdk iiaim^ aontty mikmllm 
ged, like bills throngk a rank, wkm they bear 
reifwctaUe imlamtieiu, aUengh. it ttmj be, die 
sigBatores ere foi^ied after all. TlMre ie, mdeed, 
an aawiUin^^Dew vecy cloadv to exasBiae mA 
aubjeote, for the eeeret fiind of BDpeivtition ia 
avery man's beamo, it gratified by beuevii^ than 
to be tnw, or at leaat iudaeea Mm to abstain fraai 
ohaUeugii^ tbem as fiJae. And bo donbt it moat 
happMi thatthetran^iriagof ioddoita, inwbieh 
men have aetnally seeS) <v coneeiTed that thsf 
■av, ^paritions whieh wire iansiUe to othen^ 
fiontributea to the ineraaae of inch stonea^— w^ih 
d<t acpordiwly sopaetimei meet ns in a diape ef 
veracity diffioult to qnestion. 

The ftdlowing story waa narrated to me by my 
fUeud Mr William CUrk, chief cWk to the Jnry 
Conrl^ Edinburgh, when he first learned it, bow 
nearly thirty yeara ago, hom a passenger in the 
tnail coach. With Mr Clerk's consent, I ffa* 
the story at Utat time to poor Mat Ijvmt, who 
publiehed it with a ghoet-bailad which he tdjoMt^ 
ad on the same theme. From the mintdeness of 
the original detail, ho verer, the narratire is bettar 
^cnlated for proee ihan reree ; and move eraa- 
mally, as the friend to whom it was originally 
GODunmiicated, is one of the roost accnntte, in- 
talligen^ and acute penwu whom I hare known 
ja the course of my life, I am willing to preaarrB 
the prease story in (hie plaea. 

it was about the eventful year 1600, when the 
Xknperor Paul laid his ill-j udged embargo on JBei- 
tish trade, ibut my friwd Mr William CJwk, « 
iBjenmey tq JjwwOt fwnl himtelf in owj^wty^ 
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int^iiMril-ooiwh, withaaeafiriBgn^ of^ddla 
tig« and respectable appearaace, who anoOBDOed 
hiraietf as master «f » rauel in the Baltie trade, 
and a aufferer by the enbsi^. la tb« couive ef 
Ae deaultorjr cira?enalien wluch Mkea plaee oa 
■ndi occBnMM, the B«aman obwrrad. in oom- 
pltance with a eomnea iBpwi^ion, " I wish w4i 
nay hare good luok ob oar j<ninieT~~4ber« ia * 
Arn^ie." — " And why ahmld that ba nalneky ?" 
flud my friend. — " I caiMOt t^ yon that," relied 
Hie flBUor ; " bat ^ the wwld agrees that »n» 
magpie bode* bad laok — two are not ■• bad,'biit 
three are the deril. 1 ner«r saw three n 



Wt twice, and onee I had aev lost my reMcl, ud 
Ae aeeoiid I feU fnum a hwae, aad was hurt." 
Thie conTersatiMi led Mr Clerk to obserre, that 
he inpposed he beKevvd also » gbostH, since he 
n-edited soeh auguries. " And if I do," said th» 
sailor, " I may hare ray own reasons for doing ' 
«o ;" and he spoke this ia a deep and serions man- 
ner, imfdying that ho Mt deepiv what he wai 
aaying. On bmng ftuther urged, he confessed 
tint, if he oosld heliere his own eyes, there ww 
«ae ghost at least wliidi he bad seen repeatedly. 
H« that told fats stMy as I bow reJate it. 

Our mariner bad, in bis youth, gime mate of • 
riare vessel from Lireipool, of which town he 
•eemed to be a natiTe. The otptain of the tmsoL 
was a mMi of a TariahU temper, sometnnes kind 
and oonrteons to his men, bitt subject to fita of 
hnmonr, dislike, and passion, dnring which ha 
was rery violent, tyrannical, and tataa. He took 
a partieolar dislike at one s^or ^K»rd, an ddor- 
iy nun, eidled BiU ^ooes, or smm emA nne* 



Re widom spoke to tbk person witboot threat* 
Mtd abiuei which the ohl man, with the lioenaa 
which Bailon take in merchant reiaels, waa very 
apt ti> ntnni. On one oecaaion, Bill Jonea a|*^ 
peared slow in getting out on the yard to hand i^ 
Bu], The captain, according to ^nstom, abused. 
Aa seaman aa a Inbberly rascal, who got fat by 
leaving his dnty to other people. The man made, 
a saucy answer, almost amoanting to mutiny, on 
which, in a towering paiaioa, the captaiq ran down 
to his cabin, and returned with a blondarbas^ 
loaded with slogs, with which he took deliberate 
aim at the supposed mutineer, fired, and mortally 
wounded him. The man was handed down ^rom 
the yard, and stretched on the deck, evidently dy- 
ing. He fixed his eyes on the captain, and aaidi 
"Sir, you hare dose forme, hut I will neoerteoM, 
you." The captain, in return, swore at liim for S; 
* fht lubber, and said be would hare him thrown, 
into the slare-kettle, where they made food for 
the n^roes, and see how much &t he had voL 
The man died ; his body was actually tiiroirn >nto. 
the slare-kettle,' and the narrator obaerred, with a 
Moitwtf which confirmed the extent of his own 
belief in the tmth of what be told, *' There waa 
not mach fat abont him after aU." . 
' The captain told the crew they mnst keep ab- 
solute silence on the subject of what had passed ; 
and as the mate was not willing to give an uct 

Elidt and absolute promise, he ordered him tn 
e confined below. After a day or t^o, ha 
eame to the mate, and demanded if be bad an 
intoitioB to deliver him up for trial when the 
Tewel got home. Tbe mMe, who VH (UP<1 <(( 
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close conflnement in that flnltrr climiit^ Rpofc* 
}iis connnander fftir, and obtained hii liberty. 
|Wben he mingled nmong the crair once more, bff 
found them impreKed with the idea, not mmm^ 
■tural in their Bitaation, that the ^oBtof the dead 
(man appeared among them when they bad a ipell 
fat doty, e«pectallT if a sail wa* to be handed, on 
yhich occa«ion tne spectre was sure to be out 
rbpon the yard befere any ef the crew. The mar- 
Tator had seen this apparition himself r^watedtr 
— be believed the captain law it also, bnt he took 
tio notice of it for some timoi and the crew, terri-i 
fied at tbe violent temper of the man, dared not 
call his attention to it. Thus, they held on tb«r 
coarse homeward, with great fear and anxiety, - 

At length the captain invited the mate, who 
was now in a sort of favonr, to go down to the 
cabin and take a glass of grog with hint. In this 
interriew, be assDined n very grave and anxioot * 
aspect '■ I need not tell yon. Jack," he said, 
" what sort of hand we have got on board with 
DH — He told me he wonid never leave me, and 
he has kept his word — Yon only see him now 
and then, but he is always by my side, and never 
ont of my sight. At this very moment I see hin 
— I am determined to bear it no longer, and I 
have resolved to leave yon." 

The mate replied, that bis leaving the resael 
while out of the sight of any land was impossiblfc 
He advised, that if the captun apprehended any 
bad consequences from what had happened, hie 
should run for tbe west of France or Ireland, and 
there go ashore, and leave him, the mate, to carrr 
the vessel into LiverpooL Hie captain only ahow - 
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hit kaad g^milf > and reiterated his detenuin«ir 
tiioa to leave the ship. At this moment, the fnata 
m* called to the d«ek for some porpoie or other, 
and the instant he got up the companioa-Uddeiv 
1m heard it splash in the water, and looking ore^ 
the ship's aide, saw that the c^tain had torovm 
himsalt into the sea from the quarter-^lery, and 
was ranning astern at the rate of sue knots aa 
hour. WWi) just about to ainl;, he seemed to 
makealaat exertion, sprung half out of the water, 
andoUsped his hands tawards the mate, csllingi 

« By , Bill is wiih me now 1" and lhe& ann£, 

to be seen no more. 

After hearing this aingBlar story, Mr Cleric 
asked some questions about the captain, and whe- 
ther his companion considered him aa at all times 
ratianal. The aailer seemed strock with the queftr 
tion, and answered, after a moment's delay, that 
in general he ameeriaiMmed loelt enoughs 

ft WQuld have been desirable to have been able 
to ascertain how far this extraordinary tale wat 
Coonded en fact ; but want of time, and other 
areuDMtnncBS, prereoted Mr Clerk from learn- 
ing the names and dates, that might, to a certain 
degress have verified the events. Granting the 
murder to have taken place* and the tale to nave 
been truly told, there was nothing more likcJy to 
arise among the ship's company than the beli^ 
IB the apparition ; as the captain was a man of % 
MWsionate and irritable disposition, it was nowis* 
improbable that he, the victim of remorse, should 
participate in the horrible visions of those lest 
eoooenied, e^recially as be waa compelled to avoid 
motnniuaating bis aratimenla with any one else ^ 
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mi the eatastrophe would m such a oaie be bxt 
tlM natarU coiiKqaeiio* of that Bnperatilaoiia re> 
■none, which has condanted to many orimiiiRlB to 
Mricide or th« gallows. If the fellotr-traveller of 
Mr Clei^ be not allowed tbia A«gn9 of (H«d)^ 
he most at leait be admitted to hare di^tsyed a 
HnffDlftr talent for the compoMtion of the hturihle 
in nation. The tale, property detailed, mij^t have 
made the fortune of n romaneer. 

I mmot forbear giving yon, ai congenial to 
tbia atory, another inatanoe of a gntlt-fonMd 
phantom, wbieh made considerable noUe abont 
twenty ycara ago or more. 1 am, I think, tolei>- 
nUy correct in the details, though I hare loit the 
Mooont of the trial. Jarvig Matcham — such, if i 
am not mistaken, wai the name of my hero~-;waa 
pay-iei^eant in a regiment, where he was to highly 
esteemed as a steady and accorate man, that h« 
was permitted opporttmityto embeaele aconnder- 
able part of the money lodged in his hands fifw 
pay of soldiers, bounty of recruits, then a lai^ 
sum, and other charges which fell within his dnty. 
He was summoned to join his regiment from a 
town where he had been on the recmiting serriee^ 
and ibis perhapa under some shade of suspicion. 
Matcham peroeired (bscorery was at hand, meA 
would hare deserted, had it not been for t^e pre* 
sence cf a little drummer lad, who was die only 
one of his party appointed to attend him. In the 
desperation of his crime, he reeolved to murder 
tka poor boy, and avail himself of some bdanee 
of money to make his escape. He meditated this 
wickedness the more readily, that the drnmnier, 
be thoDght, had bean put as a spy on him. He 



368 LBTTEKS OK 

perpetrated his crime, and, chxagiiif liU drett 
after the deed wa* done, made a long walk «GroM 
the comitry to an inn on the PortMnovth road, 
where he baited, and went to bed, deiiiing to b« 
called when the fint Portimonth coach oamOf 
The waiter aummoDed him scoordinglvi bntlong 
after remembered, that when he shook the guest 
bf the •boulder, his first wordi aa he awoke were, 
" Mr God I I did not kill him." 
I Matcbam went to the seaport by the coach, and 
instantly entered as an able-bodied landsman or 
marine, I know not which. Uii sobriety and at- 
tention to dnty gained him the same good 0{nni(»i 
of the officers in his new serrice which he had en- 
joyed in the army. He was afloat for sereral 
years, and behaved remarkiMy well in some ■»■ 
tions. At length the ressel came into Plymouth, 
was paid aft, and some of the crew, aroonget whom 
was Jairia Matcham, were dismissed as too old 
for service. He and another seaman resolved to 
walk to town, and took the route by Salisbury. 
It was when within two or three miles of this ~ 
celebrated (uty, that they were overtaken by a 
tempest so sodden, and accompanied with such 
vivid ligbtiiing, and tbnnder so dreadfully londi 
that the obdoiate conscience of the old sinner 
be^n to be awakened. He expresied more ter- 
ror than seemed natural for one who was &mi- 
liftr with the war of elements, and began to look 
and talk so wildly, that hia companion became 
aware that something more than usual wa* tbo 
matter. At length Matcbam complained to hie 
companion that tbe stonn rose from the rowt 
and flew after him. He desired the .man tp 
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wtdk on the otiier tide of'the highvray, to aee 
if they would follow him when be waa alone. 
The snilor complied, and Jarvis Mab^am com- 

Sliuned that the stones still flew after him, and 
id not pursue the other. " But what is worse," 
he added, coming' op to his companion, and whis- 
pering, with a tone of mystery and fear, " who 
is ikat little drnmmer boy, and what buaincss has 
he to follow us so dosely?" — " I can see no one," 
answered the seaman, infected by the supersti- 
tion of his associate. " What 1 not see that little 
boy with the bloody pantaloons I" exclaimed the 
secret murderer, so much to the terror of his 
comrade, that he conjured him, if he had any' 
thing on his mind, to make a clear conscience as far. 
as confession could do it. The criminal fetched a 
deep groan, and declared that he was unable long- 
er to endure the life which he had led for yean. 
He then confessed the murder of the drummer, 
■nd added, that as a considerable reward had' 
been offered, he wished his comrade to deliver 
him up to the magistrates of Salisbury, as he 
wonlddesire a shipmate to profit by his f»te, which 
he was now convinced was inevitable. Having, 
overcome his friend's objections to this mode of 
proceeding, Jarvis Matcham was surrendered tO: 
justice accordingly, and made a full confession 
of his guilt. But before the trial the love of life 
returned. The prisoner denied bis confession, 
and pleaded Not Guilty. By this time, however,' 
&lt evidence had been procured from ether quar- 
ters. Witnesses appeared from his former regi- 
ment to prove his identity with the murderer and 
deserter, and the wiuter remembered the omin- 
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otu words which he htid flpoken when he awoke 
Um to join the Portsmouth coach. Jairifl Match- 
am was found g'nilty, and executed. When hit 
last chance of life was over, he returned to hit 
confession, and with his dying' breath arerred, and 
truly, as he thought, the truth of the Tision cm 
Salisbury plain. Similar stories might be pro- 
duced, showing plainly that, under tbe direction 
of Hearen, the influence of superstitious fear may 
be tbe sppointed means of bringing the criminu 
to repentance for his own sake, and to punishment 
for the adTHutoge of society. 

Cases of this kind are numerous, and easily 
ima^ned, so I shall dwell on them no farther; 
hut rather adrert to at least an e<]ually abun- 
dant class of ghost stories, in which the ^pari- 
tion is pleased B»t to tonnent the actual ino^ 
derer, but proceeds in a yery circnitons manner, 
acquainting some stranger or ignorant old wo- 
man with the particolars of his &te, who, thonvh 
perhaps unacquainted with all the parties, is di- 
rected by the phantom to lay tbe facta before a 
magistrate. In this respect, we must certainly 
allow that ghosts hare, as we are informed by the 
f&cetions Captwn Grose, forms and customs pe- 
culiar to tbemselTes. 

There would be no edification, and little amuse- 
ment, in treating of clumey deceptions of this 
kind, where the grossnesa of the impostnre de- 
tects itself. Bat occasionally cases occnr like the 
following, with respect to which it is more diffi- 
cult, to nse James Boswell's phrase, " to know 
what to think," 

Upon the 10th of June, 1751, Doucan Terig, 
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alias Clark, and Alexander Bain MacDonald, two 
Highlanders, were tried before the Court of Jus- 
ticiary, Edinburgh, for the murder uf Arthur Da- 
vis, sergeant in Guise's regiment, un the 28th Sep- 
tember, 1749. The accident happened not Ions; 
after the civil war, the embers of which were still 
reeking, so there existed too many reasons on ac- 
count of which Bti English soldier, straggling far 
from assistance, might be priviitely cut off by the 
inhabitants of these wilds. It appears that Ser- 
geant Davis was amissing for years, without any 
certainty as to his late. At length, an account of 
the murder appeared from the evidence of one 
Alexander MacFberson, (a Highlander, speaking 
no langnage but Gaelic, and stvorn by an interpret- 
er,) who gave the following extraordinary account 
of his cause of knoTrledge : — He was, he said, in 
bed in his cottage, when an apparition came to his 
bedside, and commanded him to rise and follow 
him out of doors. Believing his visitor to be one 
Farquharson, a neighbour and friend, the witness 
did as he was bid ; and when they were without 
the cottage, the appearance told the witness he 
was the ghost of Sergeant Davis, and requested 
him to go and bury his mortal remains, which 
lay concealed in a place he pointed out, in a moor- 
land tract called the hill of Christie. He desired 
htm to take Farquharson with him as an assist- 
ant. Next day the witness went to the place 
specified, and there found the bones of a bnman 
body much decayed. The witaesfcdid not at that 
time bnry the bones so found, in conseqnence of 
which negligence the sergeant's ghost again ap- 
peared to him, upbraiding him with his breach of 
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promise. Oa this occuion the witness askei the, 
ghost who .rere the murderers, and received for 
answer that he had been slain by the prisoners at 
the bar. The witness, after this second yisita- 
tion, called the assistance of F&rquharson, and 
buried the bodjr. . . 

Farquharson was brought in evidence, to prove 
that the preceding witness, MacPherson, had 
called him to the burial of the bones, and told 
him the same story which he repeated in oourL- 
Isabel MacHardie, a person who slept in one of 
the beds which run along the wall in an ordinary 
Highland hut, declared, that upon the night when 
MacPherson said he saw the ghost, she saw a 
naked man enter the house, and go ton^ards Mac- 
Pherson's bed. 

Yet though the supernatural incident was thus 
fortified, and although there were other strong 
presumptions against the prisoners, the story of 
the apparition tbrewan air of ridicule on the whole 
evidence for the prosecution. It was followed 
up by the counsel for the prisoners asking, in 
the cross-examination of MacPherson, " What 
language did the ghost speak in?" The witness,! 
who was himself ignorant of English, replied, 
" As good Gaelic as I ever heard in Lochaber," 
— " Pretty well for the ghost of an English 
Sergeant," answered the counsel. The iaferenco 
was rather smart and plausible than sound, for, 
the apparition of tbe ghost being admitted, we' 
know tod little pf the other world to Judge whe- 
ther all languages may not be alike familiar to 
those who belong to it. It imposed, however,. 
on tlie jury, who found the accused partiee Not. 
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Guilty, Rlthoogb their coansel and solicitor, and 
most of tUe court, were eatisGed of their ha- 
ving committed the murder. In this case, the 
interference of the ghoat eeems to have rather im- 
peded the vengeance which it was doubtless the 
Murdered sergeant's desire to obtain. Yet there 
may be various modes of explaining this myste- 
rious story, of which the following conjecture 
may pass for one. 

• The reader may suppose that MacPherson was 
privy to tbe fact of the marder, perhaps as an 
accomplice, or otherwise, and may also suppose, 
that from motives of remorse for the action, or 
-of enmity to those who had committed it, he en- 
tertained a wish to bring them to justice. Bnt 
through the whole Hi^lands there is no cha- 
racter more detestable than that of an informer, 
or one who takes' what is called Tascal-money, 
'or reward for discovery of crimes. To have in- 
formed against Terig and MacDenald might have 
cost MacPherson his life ; and it is far from being 
impossible, that he had pecoorse to the story of 
the ghost, knowing well that his superstitious 
countrymen wonld pardon his coromnni eating 
the commission intrusted to him by a being from 
the other world, although he might probably have 
been mnrdered, if his delation of the crime had 
been tupposed voluntary. This explanation, in 
exact conformity with the sentiments of the 
Highlanders on such subjects, would reduce the 
whole story to a stroke of adtlress on the part of 

It is therefore of the last consequence, in con- 
lidering the tnith of stories of ghosts and appa* 
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ritioas, to coaslder tbe posgibility of wil&I da- 
ception, whether on tbe part of those who are 
Bgeiits in tbe supposed disturbances, or the aij- 
thor of the legend. We shall separately notion 
an instance or two of either kind. 

The most celebrated instance in which buman 
agency was used to copy tbe disturl»anceg im- 
puted to supernatural beipgs, refers to the an- 
cient palace of Woodstock, wbea the Cominifr 
sioners of the Long Parliament came down to 
di spark what had been lately a royal reaidencs. 
The Commissioners arrived at Woodstock 13ch 
October) 1649, determined to wipe away the 
memory of all that coqpQCted itaelf trith the 7fr 
collection of monarchy in England. But, in the 
course of their progress, they weie encountered 
by obstacles which apparently oame from tbe next 
world. Their bed^ambers. were infested with 
visits of a thing resembling a dog, but wbicfa 
le and passed as mere earthly dog> cannot do. 



jOgs of wood, the remains of a very large t 
ailed tbe King's Oak) which they had splint 
ed into billets for bnming, were tossed Uirough 



the bouse, and the chairs displaced and shuffled 
about. While they were in bed, the feetof thur 
couches were lifted higher than their headif and 
then dropped with vidence. Trenchers " witb- 
out a wish" flew at their heads, of free wilL 
Thnnder and lightning came next, which wera 
•et down to the same cause. Spectre* made their 
appearance, as they thought, in di£^rent sh^ieB, 
and one of tbe party saw the appariticn of a hoo^ 
which kicked a eafidlBitick and lighted candle 
into tbe middle of the rwtUt fwd tbeo poUtaly 
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sonttflhed on tli« red aauS to extinguish it. Other 
and wone tricks were practised on the astonished 
Coram isaionerg, who, con^dering that all the 
fiends of hell were let loose upon them, retreated 
from Woodstot^ withont completing an errand, 
which WBs, io their opinion, impeded by infernal 
powerg, though Uie opposition offered waa rather 
of a playful and maltcioos, than of a dangeroua 
oa»t. 

The whole matter waa, after the Restoration, 
discorered to he the tridc of one of their own 
party, who had attended the CommiisionerR as 
a clerk, under the name of Giles Sharp. This 
iDsn, whose res) name was Joseph Collins ot 
Oxford, called Putmy Joe, was a concealed loyal- 
ist, and welt acquainted with the old mansion of 
Woodstock, where he had heen brought up be- 
fore the Ciril War. Being a bold, active, spirited 
man, Joe availed himself of bis local knowledge 
of trap-doors and prirate passt^s, so as to favour 
the tricks which he played off npon his masters 
by aid of his fellow-domestics. The Commia- 
■ioners' personal reliance on bim made his task 
the more easy, &nd it vna all along remarked) 
tjtat trusty Giles Sharp saw the most extraordi- 
nary sights and visions among tbe whole party. 
The unearthly terrors experienced by the Com- 
missioners are detailed with due gravity fay Sin- 
clair, and also, I think, by Dr Plott. But al- 
though the detection, or explanation of the real 
history of the Woodstock demons, has also been 
pablished, and I have myself seen it, I bare at 
this time forgotten whether it exists in a separate 
oollei^ion, or where it is to be looked for. 
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■ Similar diatarbancea hare been odea experien- 
ced, while it was the cuatom to beliere in and 
drend euch frolics of tbe inri«ible world, and 
nnder circum stances whicli induce ua to wonder, 
both at the extreme trouble taken by the agents, 
in these impostures, and the slight motiTes frtHir 
which they have been induced to do much wan- 
ton mischief. Still greater is our modem surprise 
at the^parentlvsimplemeansby which terror hu 
been excited to so g;eneral an extent, that eren 
the wisest and most prudent have not escaped it* 
contagious Influence. , 

; On the first point, I am afraid there can be so. 
better reason aaaigned than the conscious pride 
of superiority, which induces the bnnian being in 
all cases to enjoy and practise every means of em-r 
ploying an influence over his fellow mortals ; U> 
which we may safely add, that general lore o( 
tormenting, as common to our race, as to that 
noble thimick of humanity, the monkey. To this: 
is owing the delight with which every schotdr 
hoy anticipates the effects ot throwing a stone 
into a glass shop ; and to t^is we most also as- 
cribe the otherwise unaccountable pleasure whioli 
individuals have taken in practising the tricksy^ 
prpnks of a goblin, and filling a household, or 
neighbourhood, with anxiety and msmay, with 
little gratification to themselves besides the con- 
sciousness of dexterity if they remain undisco.) 
rered, and with the risk of loss of character, and 
punishment, should the imposture be found out.. 
In the year l^T^, a train of transactions com- 
mencing upon Twelfth Day, threw the utmost 
consternation into the village of Stockwell, aeu 
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London, anid impressed upon sotne of its in- 
fakbitant* the ineritftble belief that they were 
produced by invisible ag«nts. The plates, dtsbes^ 
chinn, and glass-wKre, and imall movables of 
every kind, contained in the bouse of Mrs Grold- 
iof^, an elderly lady, seemed suddenly to become 
animated, shifted their places, flew through the 
room, and were broken to peees. The particulars 
oftbiscomminiomrere as curious, as the loss and 
damage occasioned in this extraordinary manner 
were alarming and intolerable. Amidst this com* 
bustion, a young woman, Mrs Golding's middy 
named Anne Robinson, was walking backwards 
and forwards, nor could she be prevailed on to sit 
down for a moment, excepting while the family 
were at prayers, during which time no disturbance 
happened. This Anne BfSiAlon had been but a 
few days in the old lady's feervice, and it if ss re- 
markable that she andnred wicli great composure 
the extraordinary! dllffay which others beheld 
with terror, and coolly advised her mistress not 
to be alarmed or uneasy, as these things could 
not be helped. This excited an idea that she had 
somereasoihfor heing so composed,' not incon- 
sistent with a degree of conoestan with what wa« 
going forward. The afflicted Mrs Golding, as she 
might be well^termed, considering such a commo- 
tion and demolition among her goods and chattd^ 
invited neighbours to stav in her house, but they 
soon became unable to bear the sight of theae 
■npematnral proceedings, which Vent so far, that 
not above two cups and saucers remained out of 
a valuable set of obina. She next abandoned her 
dwelling, and tookreibge with a neighbour, but, 
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£ndii^ bis morables were swied with the suae 
sort of St Vitua's dance, her landlord relnetantiy 
refuted to ibelter any loi^r awoman who seem- 
ed to be persecuted hy so sknuige a snbjeet of 
vexation. Mrs Gotding'ssnspi^onaagniiut Anno 
Robinson now gaining ground, she dismissed her 
maid, and the hubbub among her morables ceased 
at once and for ever. 

This ciicumetanee ^ itself indicates that Anna 
Robinson was the cauie of these extracwdinsfy 
disturbances, m hag been since more completdy 
ascertained by a Mr Brayfield, who persuaded 
Anne, long after the events had h^pened, to 
make him her confident. There was a love stoir 
connected with the case, in which the only m^m 
was the dexterity of Anne Robinson, and the sim- 
plieity of tbe speotalars. She had £xed long 
norso hairs to some of the crockery, and placed 
wires under others, by which she could throw 
thtm down without toudiing diem. Other diinga 
she dexterously tiirew about, which the speeta> 
tors, who did not watch her motions, imputed to 
invisible agency. At times, when the &mi]y 
were absent, she loosened tbe hold of the strings ' 
by which the faams, bacon, and similar articlM 
were suspended, so that they fell on the sli^tasl 
motion. She employed some simple chemical 
secrets ; and, delighted with the suoeeti of he> 
pranks, pushed diem farther than she at first iii> 
tended. Such was the solution of the whole mys- 
teiT, which, known by the name of the Stack- 
well ghost, terrified many well-meaning peraona, 
and had been nearly as famous as that of Cook- 
lane, which may be hinted at as another irnpo** 
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Ure of the same kind. Ha lamy and wonderful 
are the appearances described, that, when 1 first 
met with the original pnblicittioo, I was strongiy 
impressed with the belief that the nnnattve wm 
like some of Swift's sdrertisementa, « jocular ex- 
perimeDt upon the credulity of the pablic But 
■t was certainly puUished bona^fide, and Mr Hone, 
on the anthonty of Mr Brayfleld, has since fiillf 
explained the wonder.* 

Many snoh impositioiu Hare been detected, 
and many others have been snccessfnlly conceal' 
ed ; bat to know what has been diacorered ta 
many instances, fftTes ns the aisBraoce of the 
rnling cause in alT. 1 remember a scene of tlie 
kind attempted to be ^t ap near Eidinbargh, 
but detected at onoe by a sheriff's officer, a sort 
of persons whose habits of incredulity and snipi- 
cious obserration render them very dangerous 
spectators on such occasions. The late excelloDt 
Mr Walker, miaistei at Dunottar, in the Meams, 
gave me a carious account of au imposture of 
this kind, practised by a young oonotry girl, wko 
was Burpruingly quick at throwing stoaes, turf, 
and other misRUea, with such dexterity, that it 
was for a long time impossible to ascertain her 
agency in the disturbances of which she was the 
sole cause. 

The belief of the q>eetators thtf ntch scenes of 
disturbance arise from inrisible beings, will ap- 
pear less surprising, if we consider the common 
feats of jugglers, or professors of legerdemain, 
and recollect that it is only the frequent exbibi* 

■ Sm Hoim'i EjfTj-D^j Boak, p.&i. 



tion of encfa powers which reconei1«e us to them 
its matterB of conne, although' they are wonders 
at which, in our fathers' time, men would have 
cried out either sorcery or miracles. Tlie cpec- 
tator also, who has been himself duped, make§ 
no very respectable appearance when conricted 
of hia error ; and thence, if too catidtd to add to 
the efidence of aupematoral agency, is yet un- 
willing' to stand convicted, hy cross-examination) 
of bating been imposed on, a'nd unconsciousty 
becomes disposed rather to colour more highly 
tiian the truths than acquiesce in an explanation 
resting on his baring been too hasty a believer. 
Very often, too, the det&ctj on- depends upon the 
oombination of certain circumstances, which, ap- 
pr^ended, necessarily explain the whole story. 
- For example, I once Iiear3 a sensible and in- 
telligent friend' in company, express himself con- 
vinced of the truth of a wonderful story told him 
by an intdligeot and bold man, about an appari- 
tion. The scene lay in an ancient caitie on the 
coast of Morven, or the Isle of Mull, where the 
ghoSt-seer chanced to be resident. He was gtven 
to understand by the lamily, when betaking. him- 
self to rest, that the chamber in which he slept 
was oocasion^ly disquieted by supernatural ap- 
pearances. Being at that time no believer in such 
stories, he attended little to this hint, until the 
witching hoar of night, when he wag awakened 
from a dead steep ^ the pressure of a human 
hand on his body. He looked up at the figure of 
a tall Highlander in the antique and pioturesqae 
dress of his country, only that his brows were 
bound with a bloody bandaffe. Straek with suddea 
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nnd extrerab f«ar, he was willing; to hare'sprnng 
from bed, but the spectre stood before him in 
the brigrht moonlighti its one arm eiitended, so as 
to master him if he attempted to rise ; the other 
bnnd held up in & wrtrniiig and grare posture, ae 
menacing the Lowlander if he should attempt to 
quit his recamtvent posture. Thus he lay in.itiar- 
tal ag'ony for more than an hour, after which it 
pleased the spectre of ancient days to leave him 
to more sound repose. So singular a story bad 
on its side the usual number of votes from the 
company, till, upon cra*s-examina,(ion,.it waft ex- 
plained that the principal person , cgpcerned was 
an exciseman ; after which edairdsfi^ment, the' 
same explanation struck all present, viz.,'that 
the Highlanders of the niansiOQ bad cliosentO de- 
tain the exciseman by the apparition of an an(:ient 
heroic ghost, in order to disguise from his vigi- 
lance the removal of certain modern enough spi>. 
rits, which his duty might have called upon him 
to seize. . Here a single circumatanco explained 
the whole ghost story. i 

At other times it happens that the meanDeeK- 
and trifling nature of a cause not very obvioos to 
observation, bas occasioned it to be entirely over- 
looked, even on account of that yery meannesa, 
since no one is willing to acknowledge that he has 
been alarmed by a cause of little con sequence, and 
which he would be ashamed of mentioning. An 
incident of this sort happened to a gentleman of 
birth and distinction, who is well known in the 
political world, and was detected by the precision 
of his observation. Shortly after be succeede4 
to his estate and title, there was a rampar among 
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his gemots concemin^ a Strang noise heard in 
die &mily-inaDiioB at nigfit, the cause of which 
they had found it impoRsible to trace. The gen- 
tleman resolved to watch himself, with a domes- 
tic who had grown old in the family, and who 
had begnn to mnrmnr sttnnge things concerning 
the knoi;king having followed so close upon the 
death of his old mnster. They watched until the 
noise was heard, which they listened to with that 
strange uncertainty att«nding midnight sounds, 
whidi prevents the hearen from immedtat«ly 
tracing them to the spot where they arise, while 
the silence of the night generally occasions tim 
imputing to them more than the dne importance 
which they would receire, if itiingled with the 
usual noises of daylight. At length the gentle- 
man and his Servant traced the sonnds which they 
liiSd repeatedly heard, to a small store-room used 
as A place for keeping prrovisions of various kinds 
for Uie iamily, of which the old butler had the 
key. They entered this place, and remained 
there for some time, without hearing the noises 
iriiich they had traced thither; at length the sound 
was heai-d, but much lower Aan it had formerly 
seemed to be, while acted upon at a dtstBuce by 
the imagination of the hearers. The cause was 
hnofediately discovered. A rat caught in an old- 
foshknied trap bad occasioned this tumult, by its 
^erts to escape, in which it was aWe to raise 
the tmp'door of its prison to a certain height, but 
Iras then obliged to drop it. The noise of the 
fall resounding throngh the house, had occasion- 
ed the disturbance which, but for the cool inves- 
tigation of the proprietor, might easily hare 
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eitBblisfaed an acoredited gfaoat story. Tke cir- 
cnmatance wa* told me by the gentleman to whom 
it happened. 

There are other occasions in which the ^host 
story is rendered credible by "some remarkable 
combination of cirmnngtances very unlikely to 
have happened, and which no one could hare sap- 
poeed, uniees some particular fortnne occasioned 
a diseorery. 

An apparition which took place at Plymouth 
is well known, but it has been differently related ; 
and having eome reason to think the following 
edition correct, it is' an incident so much to my 
purpose, that you must pardon its insertion. 

A club of persons connected with science and 
literature, was formed at the great sea-town we 
have named. Daring the summer months, tbe so- 
ciety met in a care by the sea-sfaore ; during those 
of antDmn and winter, they convened within the 
premisesof a tavern, but, f«r the sake of privacy, 
had their meetings in a sammer-hoose situated 
in the garden, at a distance from the main build- 
ing. Some of the members to whom the position 
of tbeir own dwellings rendered this convenient 
bad a pass key to the garden-door, by which they 
could enter the garden and reach the summer- 
house without the pablicity or trouble of passing 
through the open tavern. It was the rule of this 
club tbat its members presided alternately. On 
one occasion, in tbe winter, the president of the 
evening chanced to be very ill ; indeed, was report- 
ed to be on his death- bed. The dub met as usual, 
and, from a sentiment of respect, left vacant the 
dudr whii^ ought to have been oc<»pied by himj if 
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in his Dgual bealtli ; for the same reason, the oonver- 
■ation turned npon the abtent gentleman's talents, 
and the loss expected to the society by his death. 
While the]r were upon this melancholy theme, 
the door suddenly opened, and the appearance of 
the president entered the room. He wore a white 
wrapper, a nightcap round his biow, the appear- 
Buce of which was that of death itself. He stalk- 
ed into the room with unusual grBvity, took the 
vacant place of ceremony, lifted the empty glass 
which stood before him, bowed around, and put 
it to his lips ; then replaced it on the table, and 
stalked out of the room as silent as he had 
entered it. The company remained deeply ap- 
palled ; at length, after many observations on 
the strangeness of what they bad seen, they re- 
solved to dispatch two of their number as ambas- 
sadors, to see how it fared with the president, 
who had thus strangely appeared among them. 
They went, and returned with the frightful in- 
telligence, that the friend, after whom they had 
enquired, was that evening deceased. 
I The astonished party then resolved that they 
would remain absolutely silent respectingthe won- 
derful sight which they had seeil. Their habits 
were too philosophical to permit them to believe 
that they bad actually seen the ghost of their de- 
ceased brother, and at the same time they were 
too wise men, to wish to confirm the superstition 
of the vulgar, by what might seem indubitable 
evidence of a ghost. The afFair was therefore kept 
a strict secret, although, as usual, some dubious 
rumours of the talefound their way to the public 
^veral years afterwards, an old woman who had. 
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long filled the place of a sick-nnree, was taken 
very ill, and on her death-bed Was attended by a 
medical member of the philosophical club. To 
him, with many expressions of regret, she ac< 
knowledged that she had long before attended Mr 

, naming the president, whose appearancs 

had surprised the club so strangely, and that she 
felt distress of conscience on acconnt of the man- 
ner in which he died. She said, that as hU ma- 
lady was attended by light-head edness, she had 
been directed to keep a close watch npon him 
during his illness. Unhappily she slept, and da- 
ring h^r sleep the patient bad awaked, and left 
the apartment. When, on her own awaking, she 
found the bed empty and the patient gone, she 
forthwith hnrried out of the house to seek him, 
and metbim in the act of returning. She got him, 
she said, replaced in bed, but it was only to die 
there. She added, to convince her liearer of the 
truth of what she said, that immediately after 
the poor gentleman expired, a deputation of two 
members from the club came to enquire after 
their president's health, and received for answer 
that he was already dead. This confession ex- 

Slained the whole matter. The delirious patient 
ad very naturally taken the road to the club, 
from some recollections of bis duty of the night. 
In approaching and retiring from the apartment, 
he had used one of the pass-keys already rrien- 
tioned, whidi made his way shorter. On the 
Other hand, the gentlemen sent to enquire after 
bis health had reached his lodging by a more cir- 
cuitous road ; and thus there had been time for 
him to return to what prored his death-bed| long 



before they reached his chamher. The philoso^ 
phicai witnesses of this strange scene, were now 
as anxious to spread the ttory as they bad for- 
merly been to conceal it, Mac« it showed in what 
a remarkable manoer men's eyes mi^ht turn trai- 
tors to them, and impress them with ideas far 
different from the truth. 

Another occnrreace of the same kind, although 
scarcely bo striking in its drcnmstances, was yet 
one which, had it remained unexplained, might 
have passed as an indubitable tastance of a super- 
natoral apparition. 

A Teviotdale farmer was riding from a fair, at 
which he had indulred hiraself with John Bar* 
leycom, but not to that extent of defying goblins 
which it inspired into the gallant Tarn O'Shanter. 
He was pondering with some anxiety npon the 
dangers of traTelTing alone on a solitary road, 
which passed the corner of a churchyard, now 
near at hand, when he saw before him, in the 
moonlight, a pale female form standing upon the 
very wall which surrounded the cemetery. The 
road was very narrow, with no opportunity of 
giving the apparent phantom what seamen call 
a wide birth. It was, however, the only path 
which led to the rider's home, who therefore re- 
solved, at all lisks, to pass the appantion. Ha 
accordingly approached, as slowly as possible) the 
spot where the spectre stood, while the figure re- 
mained, now perfectly still and silent, now brand- 
ishing its arms, and gibbering to the moon. When 
the farmer came close to the spot, he dashed in 
the spurs, and set the horse off upon a gallop ; but 
the spectre did not miss its opportunity. Aft 
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he paued the corner where she was perched, Bh« 
coBtrired to drop hehindthe horaeman, and seizfl 
him round the wuat ; a manoeuvre which greatly 
increased the speed of the hone, and the terror 
of the rider ; for the hand of her who sat behind 
him, when pressed apon his, felt as cold as that 
of a corpse. At his own house at length he or- 
rired, and bid the lervants who came to attend 
him, " Takafftheghtustl" They took off accord- 
ingly a female in white, and the poor farmer 
httmelf was conveyed to bed, where he lay strag- 
gling for weeks with a strong nervous fever. 
The female was fonnd to be a maniac, who had 
been lefl a widow very suddenly by an aftectionnte 
husband, and the naturo and caose of her malady 
induced her, when she could make her escape, to 
wander to the churchyard, where she sometimes 
wildly wept over his grave, and sometimes stand- 
ing on the comer of the churchyard wall, looked 
out, and mistook every stranger on horseback fur 
the hnsband she had lost. If this woman, which 
was very possible, had dropf from the horse un- 
observed by him whom she had made her invo- 
luntary companion, it would have been very hard 
to have convinced the honest farmer that he had 
not actually peribrmed part of his journey with 
a ghost behind him. 

' There is also a large class of stories of this sort, 
where various secrets of Chemistry, of Acous- 
tics, VuDtriloquism, or other arts, have been ei- 
ther employed to dupe the spectators, or have 
(ended to do so through mere accident aod cotn- 
odence. Of these it is scarce necessary to quot« 
; but the following may be told as u 
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tale reeonnted by » foreign noblemMi, known to 
me nearlv thirty yean ago, whose life, loat in the 
service of his sovereign, proved too short for his 
friends and his native land. 

At a certain old ctutle on the confines of Hun- 
gary, the lord to whom it belonged had deter- 
mined npon giving an entert^nmeu t worthy of hie 
own rank, and of the magnificence of the antique 
mansion which he inhabited. The guests of conrsa 
were numeroDs, and among them was a veteran 
officer of Hussars, remarkable for his brav«ry. 
When the arrangements for the night were made, 
this officer was informed that there would be dif- 
ficalty in accommo dating the company in the 
castle, large as it was, onleis some ono would 
take the risk of sleeping in a room supposed to 
be haunted ; and tlut as he was known to be 
above sdch prejudices, the apartment was, in the 
first place, proposed for his occopation, as the 
person least likely to suffer a bad night's rest 
irom such a cause. The Major thankfully ac 
eepted the preference, and having shared the fes- 
tivity of the evening, retired after midnight, ha- 
ving denounced vengeance against any one who 
should presume by any trick to disturb his repose ; 
a threat which his habits would, it was supposed, 
render him sufficiently ready to execute. Some- 
what contrary to the custom in these cases, the 
Major went to bed, having left his candle burn- 
ing, and laid his trusty pistols carefully loaded 
on the table by his bedside. 

He had not slept an hour when he was awa- 
kened by a solemn strain of music — he looked 
out. Three ladies, fantastically dressed in greui. 
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"were seen in ttie lofver end of t^e apartment^ who 
sang a solemn requiem. The Major listened for 
some time with delight ; at length he tired — " La- 
dies," he 8a.id, " this is ver^ well, but somewhat 
tnonotonona — will yon he so kind as to change the 
{nneF" The ladies continued singing; he expos- 
tnlated, hut the music was not interrupted. The 
Major hegan to grow angry: " Ladies," he said, 
*' I must consider this as a trick for the pui-pose 
ef ferri^ing me, and as I regard it as an im- 
pertinence, I shall take a rough mode of stop- 
ping it." With that he began to handle his pis- 
tols. The ladies sung on. He then got seriously 
angry — " I will hut wait five minutes," he said, 
" and then lire without hesitation." The song 
was uninterrupted — the five niinntes were expi- 
red — " I still give yon law, ladies," he said, 
" while I count twenty." This produced as little 
effect as his former threats. He counted -one, 
two, three, accordingly ; but on approaching the 
end of the number, and repeating more than once 
his determination to fire, the last numbers, seven- 
teen — eighteen — nineteen, were pronounced with 
considerable pauses between, and- an assurance 
tJiat the pistols were cocked. The Indies sung on, 
Ae he pronounced the word twenty he fired boUi 
pistols against the musical damsels ; — but the 
ladies sung on ! The Major ivas overcome by tlie 
unexpected inefl^cacy of bis violence, and had 
an illness which lasted more than three weeksi 
The trick put upon him may be shortly descri- 
bed bv the fact, that the lemale choristers were 
S laced in an adjoining room, and that he only 
red at theb reflection throw?) forward into that 
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in which he slept by the effect of a eoneare mir- 

Other stories of the sfiiiie kind are nnmerout 
and well known. The apparition of the Brocken 
inoantain, after having occasioned great admiro* 
tion and some fear, is now ascertained by philo* 
sophei-8 to be a grgantjc reflection, which mak«» 
the traTeller's shadow, represented upon the misty 
cloods, appear a colossal figure of almost immea* 
snrable size. By a similar deception, men hare 
been induced, in Westmoreland and other moun- 
tainous countries, to imagine they saw troops of 
horse and armies marching and countermarching, 
which were in fact only the reflection of horsea 
pastaring upon an opposite height, or of the forma 
of peaceful travellers. 

A very carious case of this kind was eommn- 
nicated to me by the son of the lady principaJly 
concerned, and tends to show out of what mean 
materials a venerable apparition may be some- 
times formed. In youth this lady resided with 
her father, a man of sense and resolution. Their 
liouse was situated in the principal street of m 
town of some size. The back part of the house 
ran at right angles to an Anabaptist chapel, divi- 



ded from it by a small cabbage-garden. The 
young lady used sometimes to indulge tlie roman- 
tic lore of solitude, by sitting in her own apart- 



ment in the evening till twilight, and even dadi- 
neas, was approaching. One evening while she 
was thus placed, she was surprised to see a gleamv 
figure, as of some aerial being hovering, aa it 
were, against the arched window in the end of 
the Anabsptiat cbapeL Its head was surronnded 
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by that halo vrbich painters sive to the Catholic 
■aints ; aod, white the young lady's attention was 
fixed on an object so extraordinary, the figure 
bent gracefully towards her more thui once, as if 
iatimating a sense of her presence, and then dis- 
appeared. The seer of this striking vision de- 
scended to her family, so much discomposed as to 
call her father's attention. He obtained an ao- 
GODHt of the cause of her disturbance, and ex- 
pressed his intention to watch in the apartment 
aeKt night. He sal, accordingly, in his daugh- 
ter's chamber, where she also attended him. Twi- 
light came, and nothing iq)peared; but as the 
gray light fiided into darkneti, the same female 
figure waa seen horering on the window j the 
same shadowy form ; the same pale light aroond 
the bead ; the same inclinations, sa the evening 
before. " What do you thinh of this ?" said the 
daughter to the astonished father. — " Anything, 
my dear," said the father, " rather than allow that 
we look upon what is supernatural." — A strict re- 
search established a natural cause for the appear- 
ance on the window. It was the custom of an old 
woman, to whom the garden beneath was rented, 
to go out at night to gather cabbages. The lan- 
tern she carried in her hand threw up the refract- 
ed reflection of her form on the chapel window. 
As she stooped to gaUier her cabbages, the re- 
flection appeared to bead forward ; and that was 
die whole matter. 

Another species of deception affecting the cre- 
dit of snch sapernatura] common ications, arises 
from the dexterity and skill of the authors who 
hare made it their business to present such bUk 
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riee ia the shape most likely to ftttract belief. 
Defue — whose ponrer in rendering', credible that 
which vtaa ia itself very much the rererse was so 
peculiarly distinguished — has not failed to show 
liis superiority in this species of compositioa. A 
bookseller of his acqaaintance had, in the trade* 
phrase, rather oTerprinted an edition of Drelia- 
court OQ Death, and complained to Defoe of 
tha loss which was likely to ensue. The expe- 
rienced bookmaker, with the purpose of recom- 
mending the edition, advised his friend to prefix 
the celebrated narrative of Mrs. Veal's ghost, 
which he wrote fur the occasion, with such aa 
air of truth, tliot althougli, in fact, it does not 
afford a single tittle of evidence properly bo 
called, it nevertheless was swallowed so eagerly 
by the. people, that Drelincourt'a work on Awta^ 
which tliu supposed spirit recommended to the 
perusal of her friend Mrs Bargrave, instead of 
sleeping on the editor's shelf, moved off by thoa> 
sands at onoe ; the story, incredible in itself, and 
unsupported as it was Ity evidence or enquiry, 
was received as. true, merely from the cunning 
of the narrator, and the addition of a number ot 
adventildun» circumstances, which no num alive 
could have conceived as having occoxred to the 
mind of a person compoung a fiction. 

It did not require tbe talents of D^foe, thoogfa 
in that species of compositiun he must stand un- 
rivalled, to fix the public attoation on a ghoat 
story. John Dunton, a man of sciibbling cele- 
brity at tlie time, sncceeded to a great degree in 
imposing upon the public a tale which he aHa 
tbe Apparition Evidence. The beginningof itat 
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least, for it is of great leagtli, has something ia 
it ft littJe new- At Mynehend, in Somerset- 
sUire, lived an ancient geatlewoman, named Mrs 
Leckle, whose only sun and daughter resided in 
family with hur. The son traded to Ireland, snd 
was supposed tu be worth eight or ten thousand 
pounds. They had a child about five or six 
years old. This family was generally respected 
in Mynehead ; and especially Mrs Leckie, the 
old lady, was so pleasant in society, that kee 
friends used to say to her, and to each other, that 
it was a thousand pities such an excellent, good- 
humoured gentlewoman mast, from her age, be 
soon lost to her friends. To whicb Mrs Leckie 
often made the somewhat startling reply : " For aa 
mnch aa you now seem to like me, I am afraid yon 
will but little care to see or speak with me after 
my death, though I believe you may hftve that 
satisfaction." Die, however, she did, and aftOT 
her funeral, was repeatedly seen in her personal 
likeness, at home and abroad, by night and by 

One story is told, of a doctor of physic walk- 
ing into the fields, who in his return met with 
this spectre, whom he at first accosted civilly, 
and paid ber tite conrtesy of banding her orer 
a stile ; observing, however, that she did not 
move her lips in speaking, or her eyes in look* 
ing round, he became snspicions of the condition 
of his companion, and showed some desire to 
be rid of her society. Offended at t^ie, the 
hag at next stile planted herself upon it, and 
obstructed his passage. He got through at 
length with some diffieulty, and not without a 
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soQild kick, and an admonition to pay more atteil* 
tion to the next aged gentlewoman wboni he met. 
" But this," says JoEn Dunton, " was a petty 
and inconsiderable prank to what she played 
in her son's house, and elsewhere. She would 
at noon-day appear upon the key of Myoehead, 
and cry, ' A boat, a boat, ho 1 a boat, a boal^ 
ho r If any boatmen or seamen were in sight 
and did not come, they were sure to be cast 
&way; and if they did come, 'tnas all one> they 
were cast away. It was equally dangerous to 
please and displease her. fler son had seve- 
ral ships sailing between Ireland and England; 
no sooner did they make land, and come in sight 
of England, but this ghost wonld appear in the 
same garb and likeness as when she was alive, 
and, standing at the mainmast, would blow with 
a, whistle, and though it were never so great a 
oaljB, yet immediately there would arise a most 
dreadful storm, that would break, wreck, and 
drown tbe ship and goods, only the seamen wonld 
escape with their lives — the devil had no per- 
mission from God to take them away. Yet at this 
rate, by her freqnent apparitions and disturb- 
ances, she had made a poor merchant of her son, 
for his fair estate was all buried in the sea, and 
he that was once worth thousands, was rednced 
to a very poor and low condition in the world; 
for whether the ship were his own or hired, or he 
bad but goods on board it to tbe value of twenty 
Bhillings, this troublesome ghost would come ai 
before, whistle in a calm at the mainmut at 
noon-day, when they had descried land, and then 
■hip and goods went all out of hand to wreck ; 
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inaomtich that he could at last ^t no ships where* 
in to stow his goods, nor sny mariner to sail in 
them ; for, knowing what an uncomfortable, fatal, 
and losing voyage they should make of it, they 
did all decline his service. In her son's house 
she hath lier constant haunts by day and night; 
but whether he did not, or would not own, if lia 
did see her, he always professed he never saw 
her. Sometimes when in bed with his wife, she 
wi>uld cry ont, ' Husband, look, there's yonr 
mother !' And when he would tnm to the right 
side, then was she gone to the left; and when to 
the left side of the bed, then was she gone to 
the right : only one evening their only child, k 
girl of about five or six years old, lying in ■ 
truckle-bed under them, cries out, ' O help me, 
fiitber 1 help me, mother, for grandmother will 
tdioke me !' and before they conid get to their 
diild's assistance, she bad murdered it ; they 
finding the poor girl dead, her throat having been 
pinched by two fingers, which stopped her breath 
and strangled her. 'This was the sorest of all 
their afflictions; their estate is gone, and now 
their child is gone also; you may guess at their 
grief and great sorrow. One moniing after the 
child's funeral, her husband being abroad, about 
eleven in the forenoon, Mra Leckie the younger 
goes up into her chamber to dress her head, and, 
as she was looking into the glass, she spies her 
mother-in-law, the old beldam, looking over her 
shoalder. This cast her into a rreat horror; 
but recollecting her a&ighted spirits, and reco- 
vering the exercise of her reason, faith, and hope, 
having cast up a short and silent prayer to God, 



ehe tarns abont, and bespeaks her : ' lo tlie name 
of God, mother, why da you trouble iDeP'-~— 
' Peace I' snys the spectrmn ; ' I will do thee no 
hurt.' — ' What will you have of me?' says the 
daughter," &c.* Dunton, the narrator, and probft- 
bly tlie eontrirer of the story, proceeds to inform 
us, at length, of a commiasion which the wife of 
Mr Leckie receives from the ghost to deliver to 
Atheiton, Bishop of Waterford, a guilty and un- 
fortunate man, who afterwards died by the hands 
of the executioner; but that part of the subject 
is too disagreeable and tedious to enter upon. 

So deep was the impression made by the story 
on the inhabitants of Mynehead, that it is said 
the tradition of Mrs Leckie still remains in that 
port, and that mariners belonging to it oflen, 
amid tempestuous weather, conceive they hear 
the whistle-call of the iuiplacable hi^ who was the 
source of so much mischief to her own family. 
However, already too desultory, and too long, it 
would become intolerably tedious were we to in< 
sist tart^er on the peouliar sort of genius by which 
stories of this kind may be embodied and pro- 
loDged. 

I may, however, add, that the charm of the 
tale depends much upon the age of the person 
to whom it is addressed; and that the vivacity 
of fancy which engages us in youth to pass ovw 
nuach that is absunl, m order to enjoy some singlo 
trait of imagination, dies within us when we ob* 
tain tbe age of manhood, and the sadder and 
graver regions whidi lie beyond it. I am tlie 

f J^ppvltioa Evidsia. 
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more conscious of this, because I hare been my- 
self, at two periods of my life, distant from each 
otiier, engaged in scenes faronrable to diat de- 
gree of superstitious awe which my countrymen 
eicpressively call being eerie. 

On the first of these occasions, I was only 
nineteen or twenty years old, when I faappene<l 
to pass a night in the magnificent old baronial 
castle of Glunmi^ the hereditary seat of the 
Earls of Strathmore. The hoary pile contain! 
much in its appearance, and in the traditions 
connected with it, impressive to the imagina- 
tion. It was the scene of the murder of a Scot- 
tish king of great antiquity ; nut, indeed, the 
gracious Duncan, with whom the name natu- 
rally associates itself, but Malcolm the Second. 
It contains also a curious monnment of the peril 
of feudal times, bung a secret chamber, the en- 
trance of wbich, by the kw or custom of the fa- 
mily, mast only be known to three persons at 
once, vii. tlie £)ir] of Strathmore, his beJr Kpi^v- 
rent, and any third person whom they may take 
into their confidence. The extreme antiquity of 
the building is vouched by the immense thicknesa 
of the walls, and the wild and straggling nrrange- 
ment of the accommodation within doors. Af 
the late Earl of Strathmore seldom resided in that 
ancient mansion, it was, when I was there, but 
half furnished, and that with movables of great 
antiquity, which, with the pieces of chivalric ar- 
mour hanging upon the walls, greatly contribu- 
ted to the general efirect of the whole. After a 
very hospitable reception from the late Peter 
Froctor, Esq., then seneschal of the cnstle, in 
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Lord 8trathmore's absence, I was conducted to 
my apartment in a distant corner of the bnitding^. 
I mnat own, that as I heard door after door shot, 
after my conductor had retired, 1 be^n to con-' 
■ider myself too &r from the Jiving', and som«- 
what too near the dead. We bad passed through 
what is called " the King's room," a vaulted 
apartment, garnished with stags' antlers, and si- 
milar trophies of the chase, and said by tradi- 
tion to be the spot of Malcolm's mnrder, and I 
had an idea of the vicinity of the castle chapeL 

In spite of the truth of history, the whole 
nigbt scene in Macbeth's castle rushed at once 
upon my mind, and struck my imsgination more 
fordbly than even when I have seen its terrors 
represented by the late John Kemble and bis in- 
imitable sister. In a word, I experienced sensa- 
tions, which, though not remarkable either for 
timidity or superstition, did not fail to afiect me 
to the point of being disagreeable, while tbey 
were mmgled at the same time with a strange, 
and indescribable kind of pleasure, the recollec- 
tion of which affords me gratification at this 
moment. 

In the year ISll, accident placed me, tb«t 
past middle life, in a situation somewhat similar 
to that which I have described. 

I had been on a pleasure voyage with some 
friends around the north coast of Scotland, and 
in that course had arrived in the salt-water lake 
under the Castle of Dunregan, whose tnrretSi 
aitnated upon a frowning ro^, rise immediately 
above the waves of the loch. As most of tbtf 
party, and I myself in particniar, chanced to b« 
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well kaaim to the Lmrd of Macleod, we were 
welcomed to the ctutle with Highland hospitality, 
and gUd to find ourselves in polished society, 
after a cruise of some duration. The most mo* 
dern part of the castte waa foanded in the dtiyi 
of James VI. ; the more ancieDt is referred to a 
period " whose birth tradition notes not." Until 
the present Macleod connected by a drawbridge 
the site of the castle with the mainland of Sieve, 
the acceu must have been extremely difScuIt. In- 
deed, flo moch greater was the re^^ard paid to ae- 
enrity than to conrenience, that in former time* 
tlie only access to the mansion arose through a 
vaulted cavern in a rock, up which a staircase 
ascended from the sea shore, like the buildings 
we read of in the romances of Mrs Radclifie. 

Such a castle in the extremity of the High- 
lands was of course furnished with many a tale of 
tradition, and many a superstitious legend, to fill 
occasional intervals in the music and song, as pro- 
per to the halls of Dunvegan as when JohnsuQ 
commemorated them. We reviewed the arms 
and ancient valuables of this distinguished family 
>-«aw the dirk and broadsword of Rorie Mhor, 
and hii horn, wbich wunld drench three chiel^ of 
these degenerate days. The solemn drinking cup 
of the Kings of Man must not be forgotten, nor 
the fairy banner given to Macleod by the Queen 
of Fairies ; that magic flag, which has been victo.^ 
rious in two pitched fields, and will still float in 
a third, the bloodiest and the last, when the Blfin 
Sovereign shall, after the fight is ended, reoalt 
her banner, and carry off the standard-bearer. 

Amid HictL tales of ancient tradition, I had front 
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Macteod and his lady tlie courteous offM of t1i« 
haiiDted apartment of the castle, ahoiit which, as 
a straDg;er, I might he supposed interested. Ac- 
cordingly, I took possession of it about the 'witch- 
ing hour. Except perhaps some tnpestry hang- 
ings, and the extreme thickness of the walls, which 
ai^ed great antiquity, nothing couid hare been 
more comfortable than tlie interior of the apart- 
ment ; but if you looked from the windowt^ the 
view was such as to correspond ivitli the highest 
tone of superstition. An autumnal blast, some* 
times clear, sometimes driving mist before it, 
swept along the troubled billows of the lake, which 
it occasionally concealed, and by fits disclosed. 
The waves rushed in wild disorder on the shore, 
and covered with foam the steep piles of rock, 
which, rising from the sea in forms something 
i-esembling the human figure, have obtained the 
name of Macleod's Maidens, and in sack a ntght, 
seemed no bad representatives of the Norwegian 
goddesses, called Choosers of the Slain, or Riderg 
of the Storm. There was something of the dig- 
nity of danger in the scene; for on a platform 
beneath the windows lay an ancient battery of 
ouinon, which had somettmes been used against 
privateers even of late years. The distant scene 
was a view of that part of the Qulllan mountains 
which are called, from their form, Macleod's Di- 
ning- Tables. The voice of an angry cascade, 
termed the Nurse of Rorie Mhor, because that 
diief slept best in its vicinity, was heard froni 
time to time mingling its notes with those of 
wind and wave. Such was the haunted room at 
DnnTegan, and as such, it well deserved a less 
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sleepy ibbabitant. la the laDf^nage of Dr JtAn- 
Bon, who hna stamped big menAory on this remote 
place, " I looked around me, and wondered thtti 
I was not more affected ; but the mind is not at 
all times equally ready to be moved." In a word^ 
it is nec^sary to confess, tbat of all 1 beard or 
saw, tbe most enraging spectacle was the com* 
fortable bed, in wnich I hoped to make amendi 
for BOmfl rongh nights on ship-board, and when 
I slept accordingly without thinking of ghost or 
goblin, till I was oalled by my serrant in tho 
morning. 

From this I am tanght to infer, that tales of 
ghosts and demonology are ont of date at forty 
years and upwards ; that it is only in the mom- 
ing of life that this feeling of superstition " comei 
o'er US like a summer cloud," affecting ns with 
fear, which is solemn and awful rather than pain- 
fdl; and I am tempted to think, that if I were 
to write on the subject at all, it should have been 
during a period of life when I could hare treated 
it with mora interesting TiTacity, and might hare 
been at least amusing, if I conld not be instrae- 
tive. Even the present fashion of the worid 
seems to be ill suited for studies of this fontastic 
nature; and the most ordinary mechanic hu 
learaing sufficient to laugh at the figments which 
in former times were belieTed by persons far ad* 
ranced in the deepest knowledge of the age. 

I cannot, however, in conscience carry my oid- 
nion of my countrymen's good sense so fax as to 
excnipate them entirelyfrom the charge of credo- 
Hty. Those who sro disposed to look for them 
may, without much trouble, see auch manifnt 
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«igns, both of superstition and the diipoaition ta 
believe in its doctrinei, as tna.y render it no use-, 
leu oconptitioQ to compare the follies of our &• 
thers witli oor own. The sailors hare a proverb 
that flTerf man in his lifetime must eat a peak 
of impurity ; and it seems yet more clear that 
erery generation of the human race must swal- 
htw a certain measore of nonsense. There re- 
mains hope, however, that the grosser Janlts of 
AOr ancestors are novr out of date; and that what- 
erer follies the present race may be gnilty of, 
the sense of humanity is too universally spread 
to permit them to think of tormenting wretches 
till they confess iriiat is impossible, and then 
burning them for their pains. 



